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jcV ray of hiftoric light fcems to beam from the* ^ ,r ^ rf- 
darknefe of the tenth century. Wc open with * 

Guriofity and refped the royal volumes of Conftan- Mewonait of 
tine Porpbyrogcnitus ', which he compofed at a *^« p«^««k 
mature age for the inftnidion of his fon , and **"**'** 
which promife to unfold the ftate of the £aJ[lem 
empire, both in peace and war, both at home' 
Voi,. X B^ 



% THE DECLINE AND FALL , 

CHAP, and abroad. In the firft of thefc works he minutely 

Liii. defcribes the pompous ceremonies of the church 

Vorks of j^j^j pjjace of Conftantinople , accordine to his 

ConlUntme * ^. ., ri- i /y*ix 

Porphyrogc own practicc and that of his predecellors . la 
the fecond , he attempts an accurate furvey of the 
provinces, the themes^ as they were then deno- 
minated, both of Europe and Afia *• The fyftcra 
of Roman tadics , the difcipline and order of the 
troops, and the military operations by land and 
fca, are explained in the third of thefe didadic 
coUedions, which may beafcribcd to Conftantine 
or his father Leo '*. In the fourth , of the admi-' 
niftration of the empire , he reveals the fecrets 
of the Byzantine policy , in friendly or hoftile 
intercourfc with the nations of the earth. The 
literary labours of the age , the pradical fyRcms 
of law, agriculture, and hiftory, might redound 
to the benefit of the fubjcd and the honour of 
the Macedonian princes. The fixty books of the 
Bajtlics \ the code and pandeds of civil jurifpru- 
dence, were gradually framed in the three firft 
reigns of that.profperous dyriafty. The art of 
agriculture had amufed the Icifure , and exercifed 
the pens, of the beft and wifeft of the ancients; 
and their chofen precepts are comprifed in the 
twenty books of the Geoponics *' of Conftantine* 
At his command , the hiftorical examples of vice 
^ and virtue were methodifed in fifty-three books % 
and every citizen might apply, to his contem-- 
poraries or himfelf , the leffon or the warning of 
paft times. From the auguft charadcr of a legis- 
latQar^ the fovef^ign of the £aft defcends to the 
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hiore fiiimblc dffice of a teacher and afcribe: ghap.- 
and if his fueceffors and fubjejas were regardicfe uiii 
of his patctnal cares , tot may inherit and cnjojr 
the cverlafting legacy. 

A clofer furvcy >vill indeed reducd the Valiie Theit iiiipeti 
of the gift, and the gratitude of pofterity: iri thd^*^**"*** 
j|)oflcflioh of thefe Imperial treafures , we may 
flill deplore our poverty and ignorance ; and thrf 
fading glories of their authors will be^ obliterated 
by indifference or conteiript; The Bafilic^' will 
fink tb a broken copy, a partial and mutilated 
VTetfion in the Greek language , of thfe laws of 
Juftinian; but the fenfe of the old civilians is 
often fuperfeded by the influence of bigotry; and 
the abfolute prohibition bf divorce ^ concubinage, 
and intcreft fot money, chflslves the freedom of 
trade ahd the happihefs of private life. Ih the 
hiftorical book ^ a fubjetft. of Conftantiric might 
admire the inimitable virtues of Greece and 
Rome: he might learn to A^^hat a pitch of enci^gy 
and elevation the humaii tharadler had formerly 
afpired. But a contrary effed ihuft have been 
|)roduced by a new edition of the' Kves of tht 
faints, which the great Ibgothete or chancellor of 
the ehipire \^as direiSed to prepare: ind the 
dark fund of fuperflitioh wai enriched by the 
fabulous arid florid legends of Simon the MetaJ 
jhraji *. The merits ^nd- miracles of the wholcf 
calendar are of Icfs accdunt in the eyei of' li fage 
than the toil of a firiglc hufl^andman , Who mu^ 
tiplies the gifts of the Creator and fuppHes the 
food ©f his brethren;- Yet the royal atrthofs of 

B^ 
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<; H A i*« the Oedpcmics.yrcTC more fcrioivny employed in ex- 
poundifig the precepts of tbejdcllroying art, which 
has been taught fmce the days of Xenophon *, 
as the art of heroes and kings. But the TaSiics 
of Leo and Conftantine kre mingled with the 
bafer aHoy of the.a^ein which they lived. It 
wa«r deftitute of original genius; they invplicitly 
tranfcribe the r^les and maxims which had been 
confirm^. by victories. It was unflcilled in the 
propriety of ftyle aqd method , they blindjy. con- 
found the moftdiftant and,difcordant inftitiitions, 
the phalanx of Sparta and that of Macedon , the 
legions of Cato and Trajan, of Auguftui^ and Thco- 
dofius. Even the ufe, or at leaft the importance, o£ 
thefe military rudiments may be fairly queftioned : 
their general theory is didated by reafon; but 
the nacrit,, as well as difficulty, confifts in the 
application. The difcipline of a foldier is formed 
by cxercife rather than by ftudy: the talents of 
a conamander are appropriated to thofe calm 
though rapid minds , which nature produces to 
decide the fate of armies and nations; the former 
is the habit of a life, the latter the glance of a 
moment; .and the battles' won by leffons of tac* 
tics may be numbered with the epic poems 
created, ffoip the rules of criticifm. 1 he book 
of ceremonies is a recital, tedious yet imperfed, 
of th^ defpicable pageantry which Ijad infeded 
the church and. ttate. fiace the gradual decay of 
the purity of the one aad the power of the other. 
A reyiiew of the themes or provinces might pro- 
mfy fach autheauc and ufeful information^ a» 
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the curiofity of government only can obtain , in- chap. 
ftead of traditionary fables on the origin of the ^^**' 
cities , and malicious epigrams on the vices of 
their inhabitants ". Such information the hifto- 
rian would have been pleafed to record; nor 
fhould his filence be condemned if the moft in- 
terefting objcds, the population of the capital 
and provinces , the amount of the taxes and re- 
venues, the numbers of fubjedls and ftrangers who 
ferved under the Imperial ftandard, have been unr- 
noticed by Leo the philofopher, and his fon Con. 
ftantine. His treatife of the public adminiftratioa 
is ftained with the fame blemifhes;. yet it is dif- 
criminated by peculiar merit: the antiquities of 
the nations may be doubtful or fabulous ; but the 
geography and mannei*^ of the Barbaric world 
are delineated with curious accuracy. Of thefe Embtfly of 
nations, the Franks alone were qualified to-ob- ''^^'*" ' 
ferve in their turn , and to defcribe , the metro- 
polis of the Eaft. The ambaffador of the great 
Otho, a bifhop of Ci^mona, has painted the 
ftate of Conftantinople about the middle of the 
tenth century : his ftyle is glowing , his narrative 
lively , his obfcrvation keen ; and even the pre- 
judices and paffionif of Liutprand are ftamped 
with an original cWader of freedom and ge* 
nius ". From this fcanty fund of foreign and 
domeftic materials I fhall inveftigate the form 
and fubftance of the Byzantine empire; the pro 
vinces and wealth , the civil government and 
military force, the character and literature, of 
the GjFeeks in a period of fix hundred years, from 

B 3 
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p H A p, the reign of Heraclius to the fuccefsful invaf^on of 
iiii. the Franks or Latins. 
The themes After thc final divifioq between the fons of 
of ih?rm!^* Theodofiu.*?, the fwarms of Barbarians from Scy- 
pire.andits thia and Germany pverfpread the provinces and 
"v«y «e. extinguilhed the empire of ancient Rqme. Thc 
iveaknefs of Conftantinople was concealed by 
extent; of dominion: her limits were inviolate, 
or at leaft entire; and (he kingdom of Juftinian 
was enlarged by the fplendid acquifition of Afri- 
ca and Italy. But the poffeffion of thefc new 
« ' conqiiefts was tranfient and precarious; and al- 
moft a moiety of the Eaftern empire was tori^ 
away by the arms of the Saracens. Syria and 
Egypt were oppreffed by the Arabian caliphs; 
and , after the redudlipa of Africa , their lieute* 
nants invaded and fubdued the Roman province 
which had been changed into the Gothic mon- 
archy of Spain. The iflands of the Mediter- 
ranean were not inacceffible to their naval 
powers; and it was from their extreme ftations, 
the harbours of Crete and the fortreffes of Cilir 
cia, that the faithful or rebel emirs infulted the 
xnajefty of the throne and capital. The remainr 
ing provinces ujider^ the obedience of the em- 
perors, were caft into a new mould; and the 
jurifdidion of th^ preftdents , the confulars, and 
the counts, was, fuperfeded by the inftitution of 
the themes'^, or military governments, which 
prevailed under thc fucceffors of tjeraqliu? , and 
are defcribed by the pen of |he roy^I author* 
Of the twchty-niae th^tnes, twelve ip Europe 



/ 
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and feventeen in AAa, the origin is obfcure, the chap.' 
etymology doubtful or capricious: the limits ^^^^r 
w^e arbitrary and fluduating; but fome parti- 
cular names that found the moft ftrangely to our 
«ar were derived from the charafte'r and attri- 
butes of the troops that were maintained at the 
expence , and for the guard , of the refpedivc 
divifions. The vanity of the Greek princes moft 
eagerly grafped the fliadow of conqueft and the ^ 

memory of loft dominion. A new Mefopotamia 
was created on the weftern fide of the Euphrates: 
the appellation and prxtor of Sicily were trans- 
ferred to a narrow flip of Calabria ; and a frag- 
ment of the dutchy of Beneventum was promoted 
to the ftyle and title of the theme of Lombardy. 
In the decline of the Arabian empire , the fuc- 
ceflbrs of Conftantine might indulge their pride 
in more folid advantages. The victories of 
Nicephorus , John Zimifces, and Bafil the fecond, 
revived the fame and enlarged the boundaries of 
the Roman name: the province of Cilicia, the 
metropolis of Antioch , the iflands of Crete and 
Cyprus , were reftorcd to the allegianc^ of Chrift 
and Caefar : one third of Italy was annexed to 
the throne trf-^Joaftantinople : the 'kingdom of 
Bulgaria was deftroyed; and the laft fovereigns 
of the Macedonian dynafty extended their fway 
from the fources of the Tigris to the neighbour- 
hood of Rome. In the eleventh century, the 
profpedl was again clouded by new enemies ind 
new misfortunes : the relics of Italy were fwept 
^way by the Norman adventurers j and alraoft ^\\ 
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f H A i>. the Afiatic branches were diffevercd from the 
im Roman trunk by the Turkifh conquerors, .After 
thefe lolTes, the emperors of the Comnenian fa^ 
mily continued to reign from the Danube to 
Peloponefus, and from Belgrade to Nice, Tr^-^ 
bizond, and the winding ftream of the Meander. 
The fpacious provinces of Thrace , Macedonia, 
and Greece, were obedient to their fceptre ; tHe 
poffeflion of Cyprus , Rhodes , and Crete , was 
accompanied by the fifty iflands of the ^gean or 
Holy Sea'*; and the remnant of their empire 
tranfcends the meafure of the largeft of the Eu- 
ropean kingdoms. 
Gtnftai The fame princes might affert, with dignity 

v-eaith and ^nd truth , that of all the monarchs of Chriften^ 
ipeE" " ' dom they poffeffcd the grcateft city '\ the moft 
ample revenue, the moft flourifhtng and populous 
flate. With the decline and fall of the em- 
pire, the cities of the Weft h<^d decayed and 
fallen; nor could the ruins of Rome, or the mud 
walls , wooden hovels , and narrow precinds , 
of Paris and London, prepare the Latin ftranger 
to contemplate the fituation and extent of 
Conftantinople, her ftatcly palaces and churches, 
and the arts and luxury of an innumerable 
people. Her treafures might attrad, but her 
virgin ftrength had repelled , and ftill proroifed 
to repel, the audacious invafion of the Perfiaa 
and Bulgarian , the Arab and the RuflGan. The 
provinces were lefs fortunate and impregnable; 
?ind few diftrids'; few cities, could be difcovered 
^vhicb had «ot beea violated by fome fierce Bar- 
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barian , impatient to defpoil , becaufe he was chap. 
hopelefs to poffcfs. From the age of Juftinian tttl* 
the Eaftsrn empire was finking below its forcocj , 
level: the powers of deftrudlion were more ac4 
tivc than thofe of improvement ; and the calami* 
ties of war were embittered by the more per* 
manent evils of civil and ecclefiaftical tyranny^ » 
The captive who had efcaped from the Barbae 
rians was often ftripped and imprifoned by the 
V mihiftcrs of his fovereign : the Greek fuperftitioii 
relaxed the mind by prayer, and emaciated the 
body by falling; and the multitude of convents 
and feftivals diverted many hands and many days 
from the temporal fervice of mankind. Yet the 
fubjeds of the Byzantine empire were ftill the 
moft dextrous and diligent of nations; theii? 
country was bleffed by nature with every ad* 
vantage of foil, climate, /and fituation; and, in 
the fupport and reftoration of the art, their patii 
ent and peaceful temper was more ufeful than 
the warlike fpirit and feudal anarchy of Europe, 
The provinces that ftill adhered to the empiro 
>vertf^ re peopled and enriched by the misfortune^ 
of thofe which were irrecoverably loft. From 
the yoke of the caliphs , the Catholics of 
Syria, Egypt, and Africa, retired to the; alle- 
giance of their prince, to the fociety of their 
brethren : the moveable wealth , which eludei 
the fearch of. oppreffion , accompanied anc^ 
alleviated their exile ; and Conftantinople receiv*? 
cd into her bofom the fugitive trade, of Alexan- 
dria and Tyre. The chiefs of Armenia and 
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C H A P. Scythia , wha fled from hoftile or religious per, 
LIU. fecution, were hofpitably entertained: their fol- 
lowers were encouraged to build new cities and 
to cultivate wafte lands ; and many fpots , both 
in Europe and Afia, preferved the name, the 
manners , or at leaft the memory ; of thefc nati- 
onal colonies. Even the tribes of Barbarians, 
Nvho had feated themfelves in arms on the ter- 
ritory of the empire, were gradually reclaimed 
to the laws of the church and ftate; and as 
long as they were feparated from the Greeks, 
their poftcrity fupplied a race of faithful and 
obedient foldicrs. Did we poffefs fufficient ma- 
terials to fdtvey the twenty -nine themes of the 
Byzantine monarchy , our curiofity might be 
fotisfied with a chofen example : it is fortunate 
. enough that the cleareft light fhould be thrown 
on the moft interefting province, and the name 
of Peloponesus will awaken the attention of 
the claflic reader. 
State of Pe- As early as the eighth century, in the troubled 
joponefus: reign of the Iconoclafts, Greece, and even Pelo- 
c^voman^ ponefus '*, were overrun by fome SclavSnian 
bands who outftripped the royal ftandard of Bul- 
garia. The ftrangers of old , Cadmus , and Da* 
naus , and Pelops , had planted in that fruitful 
foil, the feeds of policy and learning; but the 
favages of the north eradicated what yet remained 
of their fickly and withered^ roots. In this irrup- 
tion , the country and the inhabitants were trans* 
formed; the Grecian blood was contaminated; 
jind the proudeft nobles of Peloponcfus yfcx^ 
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]$randed with the names of foreigners and sUtver. c n k f. 
By the diligence of fucceeding princes , the land till, 
vras in fome meafure purified from the Barbaric 
ans ; and the humble remnant was bound by an 
oath of obedience , tribute , and military fervice , 
-which they often renewed and often violated. 
The fiege of Patras was forpicd by a Angular 
concurrence, of the Sclavohians of Pcloponefus 
and the Saracens of Africa. In their laft diftrefs, 
a pious fidlion of the approach of the prxtor of 
Corinth, revived the courage of the citizens. 
Their fally was bold and fuccefsful ; the ftrangers 
embarked, the rebels fubmitted , and the glory of 
the day was afcribed to a phantom or a ftranger , 
who fought in the foremoft ranks under the char- 
aAer of St. Andrew the apoflle. The Ihrine which 
contained his relics was decorated with the tro- 
phies of vidlory* and the captive race was for 
ever devoted to the fervice and vaffalage of the 
Metropolitan church of Patras. By the revolt 
of two Sclavonian tribes in the neighbourhood 
of Helos and Lacedsemon, the peace of the pen- 
infula was often difturbed. They fometimes in- 
fulted the weaknefs, and fometimes refilled the 
oppreflGon , of the Byzantine government , till at 
length the approach of their hoftile brethren ex- 
torted a golden bull to define the rights and 
obligations of the Ezzerites and IVIilengi , whofe 
annual tribute was defined at twelve hundred 
pieces of gold. From thefe ftrangers the Imperial 
geographer has accurately diftinguiihed a domef; 
tic and perhaps original r^ce, who, in Come 
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Freemen of 
latonia. 



Cities and 
revenue of 
retopone' 
Tus. 



degree , might derive their blood from the much 
injured Helots. The liberality of the Romans , 
and efpecially of Auguftus , had enfrafKhifed the 
maritime cities from the dominion of Sparta ; and 
the continuance of the fame benefit ennobled 
them with the title of Elruthro^ or free-Laco- 
nians '*. In the time of Conftantine Prophyroge- 
nitus, they had acquired the name of Mainotes ^ 
under which' they difhonour the claim of liberty 
by the inhuman pillage of all that is Ihipwrecked 
on their rocky fbores. Their territory, barren 
of corn, hirt fruitful of olives, extended to the 
Cape of'Malea: they accepted a chief or prince 
from the Byzantine prsetor, and a light tribute 
of four hundred pieces of gold was the badge 
of their immunity rather than of their dependence* 
The freemen of Laconia affumed the charadler of 
•Komai"w, and long adhered to the religion of 
the Greeks. }&y the zeal of the emperor 
Bafil, they were, baptized in the faith of Chrift: 
but the altars of Venus and Neptune had been 
crowned by thefc ruftic votaries five hundred 
years after they were profcribed in the Roman 
world. .In the theme of Peloponefus '', forty cities 
were ftill numbered , and the declining ftate of 
Sparta, Argos, and Corinth, may be fufpended 
in the ten-th century, at an equal diftance, per- 
haps, between their antique fplendour and their 
prefent defohtion. The duty of military fervice 
either in perfon or by fubftitute , was impofed 
on the lands or benefices of the province : a funi 
of five ipieccs of gold was affeffcd on each of the 
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fubftantial tenants ; and the fame capitation wa* chap* 
feared among fcviesal twads of inferior value. On mn. 
the proclamsltion of an Italian war, the Pelopone- 
fians cxcufed thcmfelvcs by a voluntary oblation 
of one hundred pounds of gold (four tboufand 
pounds fterling), and a tboufand horfes witb 
their arms and trappiijgs. The churches and 
monafteries funiiflicd their contingent; a facrile- 
gious profit \ras. extorted from thc.fale of eccle- 
fikftical honours, and the indigent bilhop of Lcu- 
cadia*'* was ipade xcfpoofible for a penfion of 
one hundred pieces of gold **. , 

But the wealth of. the province, and the truftMnm&o 
of the revenue, were founded on* the fair and'"'**' '^Jj^ 
plentiful produce of trade and manufadures : and 
fomc fy mptoms of liberal policy raay be traced u» 
31 law which exem|jts from all perfonal taxes the. 
mariners of Pelpponefus, and the workmen m 
parchment and purple. This denomination may 
be fairly applied or extended to the manufaduresr 
of linen, woollen, and more efpeciaily of filk:: 
the two former of which had fiouiifhed in Greece 
fince the days of Homer; and the laft was in-^ 
troduced perhaps as early as the reign of Judinian.' 
Thefe arts, which were cxcrcifed at Corinth, 
Thebes, and Argos, aflfordcd food and occupa-* 
tion to a numerous people: the men, women > 
and children, were dif\ributed according to their 
age arid ftrength; and if many of thefe were, 
domeftic flaves, their maftcrs^ who direded the 
work and enjoyed the profit , were of a free and 
honourable cQudition. The gifts which a siah- 
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CHAP, and generous matron of Pelopoiiefus -^prcfented 
^-m* to the emperor Bafil , her adopted fon , were 
doubtlefs fabricated in the Grecian looms. Da* 
nieUs bellowed a carpet of fine wool , of a pat- 
tern which imitated the fpOts of a peacock's tail, 
of a magnitude to overfpread the floor of a new 
church , ereded in the triple name of Chrift , of 
Michael the archangel, and of the prophet- 
Elijah. She gave fix hundred pieces of iilk and 
tinen , of various ufe and denomination : the filk 
was painted with the Tyrian dye , and adorned- 
by the labours of the needle ; and the linen was^- 
fo exquifitely fine , that an entire piece might 
be rolled in the hollow of a cane **. In this de- 
fcription of the Greek manufadlures, an hiftoriact 
of Sicily difcriminates their price , according to 
the weight and quality of the^ filk , the clofenefe 
of the texture, the beauty of the colours, and 
the tafte and materials of the embroidery. A 
fingle, or even a double or treble thread was 
thought fitfficient for ordinary fale; but the 
union of fix threads compofed a piece of ftronger 
and more coHly workmanflhipi Among the 
colours, he celebrates, with affedation of elo- 
quence, the fiery blaze of the fcarlet, and the' 
fofter luflre of the green. The embroidery was 
raifed either in filk or gold: the more fimple or- 
nament of ftripes or circles was furpaffed by thfe 
nicer imitation of flowers: the veflmients that 
were fabricated for the palace or the altar oftea 
glittered with precious ftones; and the figure* 
'were delineated in firings of Oriental pearls ". Till 
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the twelfth century, Greece alone, of all th6 cuaP^ 
countries of Chriftendom, was poffeffed of the nil* 
infedl who is taught by nature, and of the 
workmen who are inftruded by art , to prepare 
this elegapt luxury. But the fecret had been 
ftolen by the dexterity and diligence of the 
Arabs: the caliphs of the Eaft and Weft fcorned 
to borrow from the unbelievers their furniture 
and apparel; and two cities of Spain, Almeria 
and Lilbon , were famous for the manufadure f 
the ufe, and perhaps the exportation, of filk. It 
was firft introduced into Sicily by the Normans jtranrported 
and this emigration of trade diftinguiOies the vie- ^^^^, Greec* 
tory of Roger from the uniform and fruitlefs hot ^ 
tilities of .every age. After the fack of Corinth, 
Athens i and Thebes , his lieutenant embarked 
with a captive train of weavers and artificers of 
both fexes, a trophy glorious to their matter, and. 
difgfaceful to the Greek emperor **. The king of 
Sicily, was not infenfible^of the value of the pre- 
fent ; and , in the reftitution of the prifoncrs , he 
excepted only the male and female manufadurers 
of Thebes and Corinth, who labour, fays the 
Byzantine biftorian, under a barbarous lord j like 
the old Eretrians in the fervice of Darius *\ A 
flately edifice, in the palace of Palermo, was 
ereded for the ufe of this induftrious colony**; 
and the art was propagated by their children and 
difciples to fatisfy the encreafing demand of the 
weftern world. The decay of the looms of 
Sicily may be afcribed to the troubles of the 
ifland, and the competition of the Italian cities. 
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In the year thirteen hundred and fourteen, Luccar 
alone, among her fifter republics, enjoyed the 
lucrative monopoly*'. A domeftic revolution 
difpcrfed the manufadlurcs to Florence, Bologna, 
Venice, Milan, and even the countries beyond 
the Alps ; and thirteen years after this event, the 
ftatutes of Modena enjoin the planting of muU 
berry trees, and regulate the duties on raw 
filk *'. The northern climates are lefs propitious 
to the education of the filk-worm; but the 
induftry of France and England *^ is fupplied 
and enriched by the productions of Italy anrd 
China. 

I muft repeat the complaint that the vague and 
fcanty memorials of the times will not afford any 
juft eftimate of the taxes,. the revenue, and the 
refourccs , of the Greek empire. From every 
province of Europe and Afia, the rivulets of 
gold and filver difcharged into the Imperial re- 
fervoir a copious and perennial ftream. The 
feparation of the branches from the trunk en- 
creafed the relative magnitude of Conftantinople;: 
And the maxims ofdefpotifm contracted the flate 
to the capital, the capital, to the palace -» and the 
palace to the royal perfon. A Jewilh traveller, wha 
vifited the Eaft in the twelfth century, is loft in 
Ills admiration of the Byzantine riches. ^' It is^ 
" here,'* fays Benjamin of Tudela, * in the 
" queen of cities, that the tributes of' the Greek 
^^ empi-re are annually depofitcd , and the lofty 
^ towers are filled with precious magazines 
^ of filk, puFpli, and gold. It is faid , that 

^ Conftantinople 



OF TH E ROMAN BMPtilB. if 

^ Gonftantinople payS each day to h^r fovetcign c tt a f^ 
^ tvvcnty thoiifand pieces of gold; which are i-iil-j 
** levied on the {hops, taverns, and markets, ori 
* the merchants of Perfia and Egypt, of Riiffia 
** and Hungary, of Italy and Spain ^ who fre- 
^ quent the capital by fea and land **. " In all 
pecuniary matters , the authority of si Jew is 
doubtlefs refpedlable ; but as the three hundred 
and fixty-five days wbuld produce a yearly in- 
come exceeding feven millions fterling, 1 am 
tempted to retrench at leaft the numerous feftivals 
of the Grcek^calendar. The mafs of treafure that 
was ^ fayed by Theodora and Bafil the fecond, 
will fuggefi a fplcndid, though indefinite, idea 
of their fupplies and refourccs. The mother of 
Michael,* before fhe retired to a cloifter^ attempted 
to check or expofe the prodigality of her ungrate- 
ful fon, by a free and faithful account of the 
wealth which he inherited ; one hundred and 
ninie thoufand pounds of gold, and three hundred 
thoufand of Giver, the fruits of her own ceco- 
nomy and that of her deceafed huflband **. The 
avarice of Bafil is not lefs renowned ths^n his 
valour and fortune: his vidorious armies were 
paid and rewarded Without breaking into the mafs 
of two hjundred thoufand pounds ctf gold (about 
eight millions fterling), which he had buried in 
the fubterraneous vaults of the palace '*. Such 
accumulation of treafure is rejecfled by the . 
theory and pradice of liiodern policy ; and w6 
are more apt to compute Lb« national riches by 
the ufe and abufe of the public credit. Yet th© ' 
Vol. X- C 
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CHAP, maxims of antiquity are ftill embraced by a mo- 

Liii. narch formidable to his enemies; by a republic 

refpcdable to her allies; and both hav^ attained 

their refpedive ends, of military power, atid* 

domeftic tranquillity. 

Pomp and What^^er might be confumed for the prefent? 

luxury of the ^y^nts, Or refcrvcd for the future ufe, of the ftate,, 
the firft' and moft facred demand was for the 
pomp and pleafure of the emperor ; and hi^ 
difcretion only could define the meafure of his 
private expence. Thb princes of Conftantinopltf 
were far removed from the fimplicifey of nature y 
yet, with the revolving feafons , they were led 
by tafte of faffiion to withdraw to a purer air , 
from the fmoke and tumult of the capital. T^hcy* 
enjoyed , or affeded to enjoy, the ruftic fellival 
of the vintage: their Icifure was amufed by the 
exercife of the chace and the calmer occupation 
of fiflling, and, in the fummer heats, they wer^ 
fhaded from the fun, and refreihed by the cooling 
breezes from the fea. The coafts and iflands of 
Afia and Europe were covered with their magni* 
ficent villas: but, inftead of the modeft art which 
fecretly ftrives to hide itfelf and to decorate the 
fcenery of nature, the marble ftrudure of their 
gardens ferved only to expofe the riches of the 
lord , and the labours of the arcbited. The' 
fiiccdflive cafuaities of inheritance and forfeiture > 
had rendered the. fovereign proprietor of many 
flatety houfes in the city and fuburbs, of wbicK 
twelve were appropriated to the miilifters of 

The palate "ftate; but the great palace ", the centre of the 
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Imperial refidence , was fixed during eleven c h A p* 
centuries to the fame po&tion , between th« mi. 
hippodromr , the cathedral of St. Sophia, ^q^ of Comiait- 
the gardens, which defcended by many a terracei 
to the fliores of the Propontisi: The prmaitivd 
edifice of the firft Conftantine was a copy ot 
rival of ancient Rome; the gradual improvements 
of his fucceiTors afpired to emulate the wonders of 
the old world '*^, and in. the tenth cewtury , the 
Byzantine palace excited the admiration, at leaft 
of the Latins, by an unqueftionablc pre-eminence 
of ftrength , (126, and magnificence '*. But thcr 
toil and treafure of fo many ages had produced 
a vafl: and irregalai^ pile: each feparate building 
was marked witb the ohara<fter of the times and 
of the founder; and the waftit of fpace mightt 
cxcufe the reigning raottarch who demolifliedy 
perhaps with fecret fatisfaidliori , the works oJ 
his predeceflbrs. The economy of the ewiperor 
Theophilus allowed a more free and ample fcope 
for his domeftic luxury and fplendour. A favourite 
ambalSidor who had aftoniffied the AbbaflBfle^ 
themfelves by his pride and hberality, prefented 
on his return the model of a palace , >svhich the 
caliph of Bagdad had recerttly conftrudled' on the 
banks of the Tigris. Th0 model was inftantl/ 
dopied and furpaffed : the new bwldings of Thco- 
philus '* were accompanied with gardens, and 
with five chuitches, one of which was confpicuoua^ 
fbr fiae and beauty: it wa^s crowned with three 
domes,, the roof of gilt brafs repofed on columns- 
df Italian ir»u-^k r ^^ tbo v^atts- Were- ii)ci?uile<i 

C z 
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CH API with marbles of various colours. Jn the face o^ 
^^i' . the church, a femi-circular portico ^ of the figure 
and name of the Greek Jigma was fupported by 
fifteen colamns of Phrygian marble , and the 
fiibterrancaufe vaults were of a fimilar conftruc-' 
tion. The fquare before the figma was decorated 
with a fountain , and the margin of the bafon 
was lined and cncompaffed with plates of filvef* 
In the beginning of each feafon , the bafon, 
inftead of water, was replenifhed v/ith the moft 
cxquifite fruits, which were abandoned to the 
populace for the entertainment of the prince. 
He enjoyed this tumultuous fpedlacle from a 
throne tefplendent with gold and gems, which 
was railed by a marble ftair-cafe to a height of 
a lofty terrace. Below the throne were leated the 
officers of his guards , the magiftrates , the chiefs 
of the fadions of the circus; the inferior fteps 
were, occupied by the people, and the place 
below was covered with troops of dancers, 
fingers, and pantomimes. The fquare was fur- 
rounded by the hall of juftice, the arfenal, and 
the various offices ei bufmefs and pleafure ; and 
the purple, chamber was named from the annual 
* diftributioci of robes of fcarlet and purple by the 
hand of the emprefs herfelf. Th^ long feries of 
the apartments was adapted to the feafons , and 
decorated with itaarble and porphyry , with paint- 
ing, fculpture, and mofaics, with a profufion of 
gold, filver, and precious ftones. His fanciful 
magnificence employed the (kill and patience of 
fuch artiAs as the times could afford: but the 
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tafte of Athens would have defpifed their frivo- chap, 
lous and coftly labours; a golden tree, with its Utu 
leaves and branches, which Ihelteted a multitude 
of birds , warbling their artificial notes , ' and two 
lions of m^flfy gold, and of the natufal fize, \yha 
looked and roared like their brethren of the 
foreft. The fucceffors of Thcophilus , of the 
Bafilian and Comnenian dynafties,' were not lefs 
ambitious of leaving fome memorial of their 
refidencc; and the portion of the palace moft 
fplendid and auguft, was dignified with the title 
of the golden triclinium '\ With becoming Furnitate 
tnodefty , the rich and noble Greeks afpired to »»** «tem|. 
imitate their fovereign, and when they paffed ""**^ 
through the ftreefs on horfeback, in their robes 
of filk and embroidery, they were miftakcn by 
the children for kings '*. A matron of Pejopone- 
fus '^, who had cheriflied the infant fortunes of 
Bafil the MacedcMiian, was excited by tendernefs 
or vanity to vifit the greatnefs of her adopted 
fon. In a journey of five hundred miles from 
Patras to Conftantinoplc , her age or indolence 
declined the fatigue of an horfe or carriage : the 
loft litter or bed of Danielis was tranfported on 
the fliouldcrs of ten robuft ftaves ; and as they 
were relieved at eafy diftances , a band of three 
hundred was f^^leded for the performance of this 
fervice. She was entertained in the Byzantine 
palace with filial reverence , and the honours o€ 
a queen ; and whatever might be the origin of 
her wealth , her gifts were not unworthy of the 
IfCgal dignity. I have already defcribed the fin^ 
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CHAP, ^d curious mzrmh&oxts of Pelopopefiw , of 
jLin. lii?en, filk, a^i^d WooJJcn ; but the xpoft acceptable 
oi her,f(i:ef0nfts cpn(ifted ;i.n three ihuadreci beautiful 
youths, of wbx?ip one hundred were eunuchs '*; 
^^ for ihc -w^ not ignorant , " fays tbe hiftorian, 
f' that the a^ir of the palace is xnore congenial to 
^' fuch infeds , .tha,n a fh^pherd's dairy to the 
" flies of the fummer. " Du^'ing her lifetime , ihe 
beftowied the greater, p.arst of her eftates in Pelo- 
ponefos , and her teftacnent inftituted Leo th^ 
fon of Bafil her univerfal heir. After the payment 
' of the legacies, fourfcore villas or farms were 
added to the Imperial domain ; and three thoufan^ 
(laves of Danielis .were enfranchifed by their new 
Jord, and tranfplanted as a colony to the Italian 
€oaft. From this example of a private matron, 
we may eftimate the wealth and magnificence of 
the emperors. Yet our enjoyments are confined 
)by a narrow circle ; and , wljatfoevcr inay be 
its value , the luxury of life is poOTeffed with 
piore innocence apd faiety by the matter of iiis 
own, than by thfc fteiward, of the public fortune. 
Honoijrs and In an abfolute government, which Jevels th^ 
ttiesofthe diftincaions of noble and plebeian birtli , the 

Imperial' la- , , ' ' . 

jjiiiy. fovereiga is the foic fountain of honour ; and 

l,he ranjcp botb in th,e palace and the ernpire^ 
• depends on the titles ancj offices whicjb ar^ 
beftowed and refumed by Jhi^ arbitrary \yilL 
Above a tboufand years , frqm V^fpafian to 
Alexius Comnepus ^\ the Ctitfar was the fecon^ 
perfon , or at leaft the fecond degree , af-tef 
fjie fupreme titje of Augufius ^v9s: n^ore fjeeljj 
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(:ommunicatcd to the fons and brothers of the t h a l». 
reigning monarch. To elude without violating xill. 
his promife to a powerful affociate, the hulband 
of his fiftcr; and, without giving himfelf aa 
equal, to reward the piety of his brother Ifajic, 
the crafty Alexius interpofed a new and fupetr 
eminent dignity. The happy flexibility of the 
■Greek tongue allowed him to compound tht 
aiames of Auguftus and emperor (Sebafto3 and * 

•Autocrator) , and the union produced the fonor- 
-ous title of Scbajiocrator. He was exalted above 
ithc Cxfar on the firft ftep of the throne: the 
'public acclamations repeated his name ; and he ^ 

•was only diftinguilhed from the fovcreign by 
4brac peculiar ornaments of the head and feet 
The emperor alone could affume tlie purple or > 
;red bulkins, and the clofe diadem or U^^ra, which 
imitated the fafliion of the Perfian kings ^\ It 
Jwas an high pyramidal tCap of cloth or filk, 
almofl; concealed by a profufion of pearls and 
gewels : the crown was formed 'by an ihorizonta 
circle and two arches of gold: at the fummit, 
jthe point of their interfcc^ion was placed a globe 
3or crofs , and two firings or lappets . of pear 
•depended on either check. Inftead df red , the 
jbuflcin^ of the Sebaftocrator and Caefar wetc 
.green; and on their open coronets or crownis, the 
iprecious gems were more fparingiy diftributed 
3cfide and below the Carfar, the fancy of Alexia 
xreated the Panhyperfebaftos and the Protolchqfios 
jx whofe found and fignification will fatisfy , 
• Grtecian ear. They impjy a fuperiority and «a 

C4 
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CHAP, pripriky ^bove the fimpfe name of Aiiguftus f 

Hij. and this facred and primitive title of the Roman 

prince w^s degraded to the kinfmen and feryants 

. of the Byzaptine court. The daughter of Alexius 

]3.pplauds , ^yith fond complacency , this artful 

gradation of hopes and honours ; but the fcience 

of words is acccffiblc to the meaneft capacity; 

and this vain didiotiary was eafily enriched by 

the pride of his fucceffors. To their favourite 

fons or brother's , they imparted the more lofty 

jippeUatio.n of Lord or Dtfpot^ which was iHuf- 

^rated with new ornaments and prerogatives, and 

placed in^mediatdly alter the perfon of the emperoy 

Jiimfelf. The five titles of, i. Dcfpot^ z. Sebaft^cra* 

tor i 3. defer i 4. Pan/iyperfe hoAos fZnri 5. ProtofibOf 

fios^ were ufually confined to nie princes of his 

blood : they were the emanations of his majefty ; 

but aa they exercifed no regular fun&ion$, their 

exiftence >yas ufelefe , and their authority pre-r 

parious. 

Mc«s of tH But in every, monarchy the ftibftantial powers 

palace, the ^f government muft be divided and exercifed by 

imi. ^^^ minifters of the palace and treafury , the fleet; 

and army. The titles alone can diflFer; and in the 

revolution of ages, the counts and praefcifts, the 

praetor and quaeftor, infenfibly defcended, white 

their fervants rofc above their hezlds to the firft 

hoftours of the ftate. i. In a monarchy, whic^ 

Tefer5 every object to the perfon of the prince, 

the car>e and ceremonies of the palace form the 

xnoft refpedable department. The Curopalata *'•, 

{o iUui^rious in the age of Jufliniaxi, was fu^ 
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planted by the Pmtoveftiare , whofe primitive c H A rv 
fundions were limited to the cuftody of the ufh 
wardrobe. From thence his jurifdidion was ex- 
tended over the numerous menials of pomp and 
luxury; and he prefidcd.with his filver wand at 
the public and private audience. 2. In the ancient 
fyftem of Conftantine, the name of Logothetc ^ 
or accountant, was applied to the receivers of the 
finances: the principal officers were diftinguifhed 
as the Logothetes of the domain, of the pofts, 
the arpny, the private and public trcafure; and 
the gnat Logothett , the fupreme guardian of the 
laws and revenues, is compared with the chan- 
cellor of the Latin monarchies **. His difcerning 
eye pervaded the civil ildminiftration ; and he ^ 
vjras affifted, in due fubordination, by the eparch 
or prxfed of the city, the firft fecretary, and 
the keepers of the privy feal , the archives , and 
the red or purple ink which was referved for 
the facred fignature of the emperor alone *'. Thft 
introdudor and interpreter of foreign ambaffadori 
were the great Chiaufs ** and the Dragoman *\ 
two names ^ of Turkifli origin , and which ar^ 
ftiil familiar to the fublime Forte. 3. From th6 
humbk ftyle and fervice of guards, the DomeJHc^ 
infenfibly rofe to the ftation of generals; the 
military themes of the Eaft and Weft, the legions 
of Europe and Afia, were often divided, till 
.the great Domtftic was finally invcfted with the 
univerfal and abfolute command of the land 
forces. The Protojirator ^ in his original fundions, 
^as the ailiftant of the emperor when he mounted 
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c^HA'P* on horfeback : he gra^u^Hy became ttlic lieutenaftt 
jllI. of .the gr^a^t Domeftic in theiieldj ami his jurif- 
di(5lian .c^tewdcd oyor <the ftables , the cavalry , 
^4 ^ ^•4)yftl traiin -o| hvi:t^ti«>g and ha\y^king. T. he 
§/tratppciarQh ^^s the grpat judge of the camp; 
the Pd-Qtojpatihaire <K>mmaiKl^d the guards; the 
(kmfiabJe *', -che fiTi^at JEteriiMch ^ and the Acoyth^ 
*srere t^ie fep^rate chiefs ,of t,he Franks . the 
^^rb^wan^ , i^nd ,tbe y.^ijapgi , or Fnglifh , the 
neercenary ftrangers , -vfi^i^ , in the rdecay -of the 
pa^onal fpirit, ^oirmcKi the ncirve of the Byzantine 
^itmi^. 4. The nav^l powers were under the 
cpmman^ of ^le ^rect iji/ir; Jn his abfence they 
obeyed the ^nat i^mffSiaire of the fleet; and, 
' Q in his ;pl^Ge, the Emir ^ or admircl^ a name qf 
Saracen extr^<^iora *^ , but which has been natuc*- 
glided i^ ^11 fthe .jn^dern languages of Europe, 
Of thefe ofilicers , .and of inany more whom it 
^ou[ld be ufelefe -fo enumerate , the civil and 
fnil-itvy hiejrarchy w*is fraoied. Their honours 
gnd endplun^ents , their drefs and titles , their 
piutual falutations and refpedive pre-eminence., 
ivcre baJarnced wjth more exquifite labour, thaji 
jWQuid hgve fixed the eCQnftitution of a free peor 
pic ; and itbe code was ^moft pcrfeA wteii this 
fcafelefs iiPrbric , the monument of pride and 
fe^vjtude., was for ev?er buried in the ruins 
of the empire *'. 
Adoration of ^^^ ''^^^ -^^^^X titles, ij^ud the moft humble 
the emperor, pofture^ , which decvotion has applied to the 
Supreme Be;ing, have hcjep proftituted by flattery 
tod fe^r to .creatwre^ of :tfae fame jiaturc . with 
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Qjirrelvcs. The mode ^f adoration-**^ of faili^ag enkw* 
proftratc on the ground, ^nd kiijng ,the feet of :tni. 
^he emperor , w^ tbtorrawed by jPiocletian froip 
PerXian feryitudc } but it was coatkiqed/ and ^^ t 
aggravated ti;ll .the jiaft age of the iGxeek monar- 
chy. Excepting only on Sundays, ivhen it vr^ 
■waved, from a motive of religious pride, this 
bumiliating reverence was exaded i^m all who 
.entered the royal prefence, ^om the princes in- 
vefted with the diadem and purple, and from 
the ambafladors who reprefented .their independ- 
jcnt fovereigils, the caliphs of Afia, Egypt, or 
^pain, the kings of Frac^ce and Italy, and th^ 
Latin emperors of ancient Rome. In his tranfac- Reception of 
tion^ of bufincfs, Liutprand, biflxop of Cremona *', ambai&dlrf. 
iifferted the free fpirit of a Frank p,nd the dignity 
of his maft^ Otho. Yet his finccrity cannot 
difguife the ^bafement of his ^rft audience. 
When he approaichcd the thrpii^e, the birds of 
the golden trqe bega^ to warbje their QOtes^ 
which Wtei:e accompanied by the roarii?gs of thf^ 
two lions of gold. With his «two companions ;, 
Liutprand was compellicd to bow an^ jto lali 
proftrate j and thrice he touched the ground 
with his forehead. H^e arofe , b«it an jthe (bor^ 
interval , the throiiie ha<d bqen JjioiAed by an 
engine £ton? the floor to the ci^.4;ig, fhfi Jnpperjial 
figur-e appeared in ^w a^ monc gorgeow ^ 

appaiel , and th(e iiiteryiew was concjuded in 
h;jughty and majellic ifilencc. In this lioaeft an4 
f:urious narrative , the bilbop of Cremona reprep ^ 
fentf ,thg ccr^mpnies of t^e Pyza^tine CQV»ft| 
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CHAP, "which are ftill pradlifed in the fublime Porte , 
XiiL and which were prefervcd in the laft age by the 
dukes of Mufcovy or Ruffla. After a longj 
journey by the fea and land , from Venice to 
Conftantinople , the ambaflador halted at the 
golden gate, till he was conduced by the formal 
officers to the hofpitable palace prepared for his 
reception; but this palace was a prifon, and his, 
jealous . keepers prohibited all focial intercourft 
either with ftrangers or natives. At bis firfl: 
audience, he offered the gifts of_his mafter, flave?, 
* and golden vafes , and coftly armour. TJie 

oftentatious payment of the officers and troops 
difplayed before his eyes the riches of the empire : 
he was entertained at a royal banquet '*■, in 
which the ambaffadors of the nations were mai> 
. ftalled by the efteem or contempt of the Greeks : 
from his own table, the emperor, as the moft 
fignal favour , fent the plates which he had 
tafted ; and his favourites were dif miffed with a 
tobe of honour **. In the morning and evening 
of each day, his civil and military fervants at- 
tended their duty in the palace; their labour 
was repaid by the fight, perhaps by the fraile^ 
of their lord; his commands were fignified by a 
nod or a fign : but all earthly greatnefs flood 
Pfoceffiont filent and fubmiffive in his prefence. In his regular 
tiw!"*"*' or extraordinary proceffions through the capitaf, 
he unveiled his perfon to the public view : the 
riles of policy were connefted with thofc of 
religion, and his'vifits to the principal churches 
•were regulated by the feftivajs of the Greefc 
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calendar. On the eve of thefe proceflions, the h a P* 
gracious or devout intention of the monarch liil 
was proclaimed by the heralds. The ftreets were 
cleared and purified; the pavement Was ftrewed 
with flowers ; the. moft precious furniture , the 
gold and filver plate, and filkcn hangings, were 
difplayed from the windows and balconies, and 
a fevere difcipline reftrained and filenced the 
tumult of the populace. The march was opened 
by the military officers at the head of their 
troops ; they were followed in long order by 
the magift^tes and roinifters of the civil govern* / 

ment: the perfon of the emperor was guarded ^ 

by his eunuchs and domeftics, and at the church- 
door , he was folemnly received by the patriarch ^ 
and his clergy* The ta(k of applaufe was not 
abandoned to the rude and fpontaneous voices 
of the crowd. The moft convenient ftations were 
occupied by the bands of the blue and greea 
fadions of the circus; and their furious conflids, 
which had (haken the capital, were infenfibly funk 
to an emulation of fervitude. Frbm cither fide 
they echoed in refponfive melody the praifes of 
the emperor; their poets and rouficians diredted 
the choir , and long life " and vidory were the 
burthen of every fong. The fame acclamations 
were performed at the audience , the banquet, 
and the church ; and as an evidence of boundlefs 
fway, they mere repeated in the Latin **, Gothic,, 
Perfian, French, aad even Englilh language '% 
by the mercenaries who fuftaitied the real or 
fidUtioun ch<u:ader of tho^e oatioiis. By the potii of 
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Gonftantine Porphyrojgc^itus, this fcience of fotnt 
and flattery has been reduced into a pompous and 
trifling volume ** , \^hich the vanity of fuccccd- 
ing. times might enrich with an ample ftipplement. 
Yet the calmer refleftion of a prince would 
fiifely fuggeft , that the fame acclamations were^ 
applied to every charader and every reign : and- 
if he had riferi from a private rank, he might 
remember , that his own voice had been the 
loudeft and moft eager in applaufe, at the very 
moment, wheri he envied the fortune', or con** 
ipired againft the life , of his predeceflbr ". 
. The princes of the North , of the nations , fay» 
Conftantine , without faith or fame , were ambitious 
of mingling their blood with the blood of the 
Gaefars , by their marriage with a royal virgin, 
or by- the nuptials of their daughters with a Roman*. 
prince ^'. The aged monarch , in his* inftrudlion$- 
to his fon , reveals the fecret maxims of policy 
^nd pride ; and fuggcfts the moft decent reafons 
for refufing thefe infdlent and unreafonable de-- 
mands. Every animal, fays the difcreet emperor y 
is prompted by nature to feek a mate among the 
animals of his own fpecies ; and the human fpecies 
i^ divided into various tribes , b-y the diftindioiT 
of language , religion , and manners. A juft regard 
to the purity of defcent prefer ve8 the harmony of 
public and private life ; but the mixture of foreign; 
blood is the fruitful fource of diforderatid^difcord.. 
Such had ever been the opinion and pradrice of 
the fage Romans : theip jurifprndencc profcribecf 
the marriage of a ci-cizen- and a.ftt:anger r^ in thd 
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days of freedom and virtue., a fcnator would havtf c' rf i p.* 
fcorircd to match bis daughter with a king: tfhtf tiii;- 
glory of Mark Anthony was fuUied by an Egyptian? 
wife ^* i and the emperor Titus was conrtpelkd-,- * . 
by popular cenfure, to difmife with r6ludlanc6' 
the reludant Berenice*". This pefpetuialinterdidJf 
was ratified by the fabulous fandlion of fhef greatf 
Gonftantine: The atubafladors of the natJonsV 
more cfpecially of the unbelieving nation^ ,• werd 
fclemnly admonllhed , that fufch- ftrang6 ailiance* 
had been condemned by the foundi^rof the'chuhrhr 
and city. The irrevocable lav^ was infcfribed' oif '™"SiBanr 
the altar of St. Sophia; and the impibus princ^ ftantiae. % ' 
who fliould ftain the majefly of the purple was 
excluded horn the eivil and- ecclcfiaftical commiv* 
nion of the Romans. If the arabafladors werd 
inftruded by any falfe brethren' in the Byzantind - 
hiftory, they might produce three mehiOrablrf 
examples of the violation of this imaginary law': - - • 
tlie marriage of Leo , or rather of his father 
Gonftantine the fourth, with the daughter of the 
king ©f the Chozars , the nuptials of the grand- 
daughter of Romanu^ with a Bulgarian prince ^ 
arid the union of 6ertha of France or Italy witK 
young Romianils , the fon of Cbnftantine Porphy- 
rogenitus himfelf. To thefe objedlions, three 
anfwers were prepared, which folved the diffi- 
culty and eftablilhed the law. I. The deed and riw firft ex- 
the guilt of Gonftantine Copronymus were ac*-^'^"**"' 
knowledged. The Ifaurian heretic, who fullied, 
die baptif nal font, and declared war againft thd 
holy imagfes , bad indeed .embraced a Barbarian ^ 
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CHAP, wife, By this impiouj alliance , be accomplilhed. 
tiU. the meafure. of bis cr-imes, arid was devoted to 
the juft Cenfure of the church and of pdfterity. 

the fecond, jj Romanus could not be alleged as ii legitimate ' 
emperor; he \yas a plebeian ufarper, ignorant of 
the laws , and regardlefs of the honour , of the 
monarchy. His fori Chriftopher , the father -of 
the bride-, Was the third in rank in the college 
of princes, at once thefubjedl and the accomplice 
of a rebellious parent. The Bulgarians tvere fmcere' 
and devout Chriftiansj and the fafety of the 
empire i with the redemption of maiiy thoufand 
captives, depended on this pfepofterous allianeerf 
Yet no confideration could difpenfe from the law 
of Conftantine; the clergy^ the fenate , and the 
people i difapproved the conduct of Romanus y, 
and he was reproached , both iii bis life and deaths 

The ihxtAi as the author of the public difgrace. IIL For the 

A. ti ^43. marriage of his Own fon with the daughter of 
Hugo king of Italy , a more honourable defence 
is contrived by the wife Porphyrogenitus. Gon- 
flantine^ the^ great and holy , efteemed the fidelity 
and Valour of the Franks**; and his prophetic 
ipirit beheld the vifion of their future greatnefs^ 
They alone were excepted from the general 
prohibition: Hugcr king of France was the lineal 
defcendant of Charlemagne '* ; and bis daughter 
Bertha inherited the prerogatives o{ her family 
and nation. The voice of truth and malice infen^ 
fibly betrayed the fraud or error of the Imperial 
* court. The patrimonial eftate of Hugo was redu- 

ced from the monarchy of Fransce to the fimpic 

county 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 33 

county of Aries ; though it was not denied , that, c H A F, 
in the confufion of the times, he had ufurped the iiii. 
fovereignty of Provence, and invaded the king- 
dom of Italy. His father was a private noble ; 
and if Beriha derived her female defcent from the 
Carlovingian line, every flep was polluted with 
illegitimacy or vice. The grandmother of Hugo 
was the famous Valdrada , the concubine , rather 
than the wife, of the fecond Lothair; whofe 
adultery, divorce, and fecond nuptials, had pro- 
voked againft hi n the thund^^rs of the Vatican. 
His mother, as (he was ftyled the great Bertha, 
was fuccellively the wife of the count of Aries 
and of the marquis, of Tufcany : France and Italy 
were fcandalifed by her gallantries; and, till the 
age of th reef core , her lovers, of every degree, 
were the zealous fervants of her ambition. The ^ 
example of maternal incontinence was copied by 
the king of Italy; and the three favourite concu- 
bines of Hugo were decorated with the claffic 
names of Venus, Juno , and Scmele". The daugh- 
ter of Venus was granted to the folicitations of 
the Byzantine court: her name of Berljia was 
changed to that of Eudoxia; and fhe was wedded, 
or rather betrothed, to young Romanus, the 
future heir of the empire of the Eaft. The con- 
fummation of this foreign alliance was fufpended 
by the tender age of the two parties ; and , at the 
end of five years , the union was diffolved by the 
death of the virgin fpoufc. The fecond wife of 
the emperor Roinanus was a maiden of plebeian, 
but of Roman, birth; and their two daughters. 
Vol- X. D 
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CHAP. Theophano and Anne^ were given in marriage 
Liii. to the princes of the earth. The ' eldeft was 
otho of Gcr- beftowed, as the ' pledge of peace , on the eldeft 
A. D* 972. fon of the great Otho , who had folicited this 
alliance with arms and embaffies. It might legally 
be queftioned how far a Saxon was entitled to 
the privilege of the French nation : but every 
fcniple was filenfced by the fame and piety of a 
hero who had reftored the empire of the Weft, 
After the death of her father * in - law and hulband, 
Theophano governed Rome , Italy , and Germany, 
during the minority of her fon , the third Otho ^ 
and the Latins have praifed the virtues of an 
emprefs, who facrificed to a fuperior duty the 
remembrance of her country**. In the nuptials 
of her fifter Anne, every prejudice was loft, and 
every : confideration of dignity was fuperfeded , 
by the ftronger argument of neceflity and fear. 
Woiodomir A Pagan of the north, Wolodomir , great prince 
a/d!"9V«. ^^ Ruffia, afpired to a daughter of the Roman 
purple; and his claim was enforced by the threats 
of war , the promife of converfion , and the offer 
of a pcwverful fuccour againft a domeftic rebel. A 
vidlim of her religion and country, the Grecian 
|)rincefs was torn from the palace of her fathers, 
and condemned to a favage reign and *an hopelrf* 
exile on the banks of the Boryfthenes, or in the 
^ neighbourhood of the Polar circle*'. ,Yet the 
marriage of Anne was fortunate and fruitful : the 
daughter of her grandfon Jeroflaus was recom- 
mended by her Imperial defcent; and the king 
of France , Henry I. fought a wife on the laft 
border* of Europe apd Chriftendom *'. 
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In the Byzantine palace , the emperor was the chap* 
firft flave of the ceremonies which he impofed, i*"i- 
of the rigid forms which regulated each word ^•'P**^*® 
and gefture , befiegcd him in the palace j and 
violated the leifure of his rural folitude. But the 
lives and fortunes of millions hung on his arbitrary- 
will: and the firmeft minds , fuperior to the allure- 
ments of pomp and luxury , may be feduced by 
the niore adlive pleafure of commanding their 
equals. The legillativc and executive power were 
centered in the perfon of the monarch , and the 
laft remains of the authority of the fenate , were 
finally .eradicated by Leo the philofopher *'. A 
lethargy of fervitude had benumbed the minds of 
the Greeks ; in the wildeft tumults of rebellion 
they never afpired to the idea of a free conftitu- 
tion ; and the private charadler of the prince was 
the only fource and meafure of their public hap- 
ginefs. Superftition rivetted their chains ; in the 
church of St. Sophia , he was folemnly crowned 
by the patriarch; at the foot of the altar, they 
pledged their paffive and unconditional obedience , 
to his government and family. On his fide he 
engaged to abilain as much as poflible from the coronation 
capital punifhments of death and mutilation ; his °*"^ 
orthodox creed was fubfcribed with his own hand> 
and he promifed to obey the decrees of the feven 
fynods , and the canons of the holy church*'. But 
the affurahce of mercy was lo.ofe and indefinite: 
he fwore, not to his people, but to an invifible 
judge, and except in the inexpiable guilt of herefy, 
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C H A. P. the miniders of heaven were always prepared to 
Lili. preach the inclefeafible right, and to abfolvc the 
venial tranfgreffions , oi their fovereign. The 
Greek ccclefiaftics were themfelves the fubjeds 
©f the .civil magiftrate: at the nod of a tyrant, 
the biftiops were created, or tran.^ferred , or depof- 
cd, or punifhed, with an ignominious death: 
whatever might be their wealth or influence, they 
could never fucceed like the Latin clergy in the 
cftablifliment of an independent repubhc ; and 
the patriarch of Conftanti|iople condemned , what 
be fecretJy envied , the temporal greatnefs of his 
Roman brother. Yet the exercife of boundlcfi 
defpotifm is happily checked by the laws of nature 
and neceffity. In proportion to his v/ifdom and 
virtue, the mailer of an empire is confined to the 
path of his facrcd and laborious duty. In propor- 
tion to his vice and folly, he drops the fceptrc 
too weighty for his hands; and the motions of 
the royal image are ruled by the imperceptible 
thread of fome miniller or favourite , who under- 
takes for his private intereft to exercife the taflc 
of the public oppreflion. In fome fatal moment, 
the moft abfolute monarch may dread the reafoir 
or the caprice of a nation of flaves ; and expe- 
rience has proved, that whatever is gained in the 
extent, is loft in the fafety and folidity, of regal 
power, 
ivfiutiry Whatever titles adefpot may affurae, whatever 

o^IIkf Ihc claims he may aflert, it is on the fword that he 
Saiiicfiis, andmuft ultimately depend to guard him againft his 
nhe fcraiiks. (q^qI^j^ and domcftic enemies. From the age of 
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Charlemagne to that of the Crufades, the world c H a PW 
( for I overlook the remote monarchy of China) iiiu 
was occupied and difputed by tlie three great 
empires or nations of the Greeks , the Saracens , 
and the Franks. Their military ftrength may be 
afcertained by a comparifon of their courage, thei^ 
arts and riches , and their obedience to a fupremc 
head , who might call into adlion all the energies 
of the ftate. The Greek*;, far inferior to their 
rivals in the firft, were fuperior to the Franks, 
and at leaft equal to the Saracens , in the fecond 
and third of thefe warlike qualifications. 

The wealth of the Greeks enabled thena to ^an of th« 

purchafe the fervice of the poorer nations, and 

to maintain a naval power for the protection of 

their coafls and the annoyance of their enemies *^ 

A commerce of mutual benefit exchanged tlie gold 

of Conftantinople for the blood of the Sclavonians 

and Turks, the Bulgarians and Ruffians: their 

valour contributed to the v?(fl:ories of Nicephorus 

and Zimifces ; and if an hoftile people preffed too 

clofely 00 the frontier, they were recalled to the 

defence of their country , and the defire of peace, 

ty the well -managed attack of a more diftant 

tribe ^*. The command of the Mediterranean, 

from the mouth of the Tanais to the columns of 

Hercules, was always claimed, and often poffefTed, 

by the fucceffors of Conftantine. Their capital 

was filled with naval ftores and dextrous artificers : 

the fituation of Greece and Afia , the long coafts , 

deep gulfs, and numerous iflands, accuftomed 

their fobjcds to the excrcife of navigation; and 
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c H A P. tfee trade of Venice and Amalfi fupplied a nurfcry 
tin. of feamen to the Imperial fleet '\ Since the tinic 
of the Peloponcfian and Punic wars , the fpherc 
of adion had not been enlarged ; and the fcience 
of naval architcdlure appears to have declined. 
The art of conftrudingthofe ftupendous machines 
which difplayed three, or fix, or ten, ranges of 
oars, rifing above, or falling behind , each other, 
was unknown to the fliip - builders of Conftan* 
tinople, as well as to the mechanicians of modern 
days '*. The Dromonds ''\ or light gallies of the 
Byzantine empire, were content- with two tire of 
oars; each tire was compofed of five and twenty 
benches ; - and two rowers were f?ated on each 
bench , who plyed their oars on either fide of 
the veffel. To thefe we miift add the captain or 
centurion , who , in time of adtion , flood eredt 
with his armour-bearer on the poop, two fteerfmea 
at the helm, and two officers at the prow, the 
one to manage the anchor, the other to point 
and play againft the enemy the tube of liquid 
fire. The whole crew, as in the infancy of the 
art, performed the double fervice of mariners 
and foldiers; they were provided with defenfive 
and offenfive arms, with bows and arrows, 
which they ufed from the upper deck , with 
long pikes , which they pulhed through the 
port holes of the lower tire. Sometimes indeed 
the fliips of war were of a larger and more folid 
conftrudlion ; and the labours of combat and 
navigation were more regularly divided between 
Icventy foldiers and two hundred and thirty 
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mariners. But for the moft part they were of c h A f. 

the light and manageable fize; and as the cape, of iiii* 

Malta in Peloponefus was ftill clothed with its 

ancient terrors, an Imperial fleet was tranfported 

five miles over land acrofs the Ifthmus of Corinth ^*. 

The principles of maritime ta<9jcs had not undergone 

any change fmce the time of Thucydides : a 

fquadron of gallies ftill advanced in a crefcent, 

charged to the front, and ftrove to impel their 

fliarp beaks againft the feeble fides of their anta- 

gonifts. A machine for cafting ftones and darts 

was built of ftrong timbers in the midft of the 

deck ; and the operation of boarding was effeded 

by a crane that hoifted baflcets of armed men. The 

language of fignals, fo clear and copious in the 

naval grammar of the moderns, was imperfedly 

expreffed by the various pofitions and colours of 

a commanding flag. In the darknefs of the night 

the fame orders to chace, to attack, to halt, to 

retreat, to break, to form, were conveyed by 

the lights of the leading galley. By land, the 

fire fignals were repeated from one mountain to 

another ; a chain of eight ftations commanded a 

fpace of five hundred miles ; and Conftantinoplc 

in a few hours was apprized of the hoftilc; motions ^ 

of the Saracens of Tarfus ^*. Some eftimate may 

be formed of the power of the Greek emperors , 

by the curious and mjnute detail of the armament 

which was prepared for the redudion of Crete, 

A fleet of one hundred and twelve gallies , and 

feventy-five veflels of the Pamphylian ftyle, was 

equipped in the capital , the iflands of the JEgaean 
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CHAP, fca, and the fea-ports of Afia, Macedonia, and 
tiiiv Qreccc. It carried thirty- four thonfand mariners, 
feven thoufand thfee hundred and forty foldiers, 
feven hundred Ruffians, an^ five thoufand and 
eighty-feveh Mardaltes, whc^fe fathers had been 
tranfplan ted from the mountains of Libanus. Their 
pay, moft probably of a month, was computed 
at thirty -four centenaries of gold, about one 
hundred and thirty -fix thoufand pounds fterling. 
Our fancy is bewildered by the endlefs recapitu- 
lation of arms and engines, of clothes and linen, 
of bread for the men and forage for the horfes , 
and of ftores and utenfils of every defcription, 
inadequate to the conqueft of a petty ifland, but 
amply fufficient for the efl;abli(hmcnt of a fiou- 
rifliing colony '*. 
^ The invention of the Greek fire did not, likethat 

charaaer of of guupowder, producc a total revolution in the art 
the Greeks, of war. To thefe liquid combuftibles, the city and 
enipire of Conftantineowcd their deliverance; and 
they were employed in fieges and fea- fights with 
terrible effedl. But they were either lefs improved, 
or lefs fufceptible of improvement; the engines 
of antiquity, the catapultae, balift'de, and battering- 
rams, were ftill of moft frequent and powerful 
ufe in the attack and defence of fortifications; nor 
was the decifion of battles reduced to the quick 
and heavy fire of a line of infantry , whom it were 
fruitlcfs to proted with armour againft a fimilar , 
fire of their enemies. Steel and iron were ftill 
the common inftruments of deftrudion and fafety ; 
and the helmets , cuirafles, and fhiclds , of the 
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tenth century did not, either in form or fubftance, c h a F, 
cffentially differ from thofc which had covered Lin, 
the companions of Alexander or Achilles '^. But 
inftead of accuftoming the modern Greeks, liki 
the legionaries of old , to the conftant and eafy 
ufe of this falutary weight; their armour was laid 
afide in light chariots, which followed the march, 
till, on the approach of an enemy, they rcfumed 
with hafte and reludance the unufual incumbrance. 
Their ofFenfive weapons confifled of f v/ords, battle- 
axes, and fpears; but the Macedonian pike was 
fhortened a /ourth of its length , and reduced to 
the more convenient meafure of twelve cubits or 
feet. The fharpnefs of the Scythian and Arabian 
arrows had been feverely felt; and the emperors^ 
lament the decay of archery as a caufc of the 
public misfortunes , and recommend , as an advice, 
and a command, that the military youth, till the 
age of forty , fliould affiduoudy praftife the 
exercife of the bow '*. The bands ^ or regiments, 
were ufually three hundred ftrong ; and , as a 
medium between the extremes of four and fixteen, 
the foot foldiers of Leo and Conftantine were 
formed eighty dpep; but the. cavalry charged in 
four ranks from the reafonable confideration , that 
the weight of the front could not be encreafed by 
any preffure of the hindmoft horfes. If the ranks 
of the infantry or cavalry were fometimes doubled, 
this cautious array betrayed a fccret diftruft of 
the courage of the troops, >^hofe numbers might 
fwell the appearance of the line, but of whom 
only a chofen band would dare to encounter .the 
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CHAP. Ipear^ and fwords of the Barbarians. The order 
LIU, of battle muft have varied according to the ground, 
the objcdl, and the adverfary; but their ordinary 
difpofition , in two lines and a rcfcrv^e , prefented 
a fucceflipn of hopes and refources moft agreeable 
to the temper as well as the judgment of the 
Greeks '*. In cafe of a repulfe, the firft line fell 
back into the intervals of the fecond; and the 
referve, breaking into two divifions, wheeled 
round the flanks to improve the vidory or cover 
the retreat. Whatever authority could enadl was 
accomplifhed , at leaft in theory, by the camps 
and marches, Rie exercifes and evolutions, the 
edids and books , of the Byzantine monarch ". 
Whatever art could produce from the forge, the 
loom, or the laboratory , was abundantly fupplied 
by the riches of the prince , and the induftry of 
his numefous workmen. But neither authority 
nor art could frame the moft important machine , 
the foldier himfclf ; and if the eeremonies of Con- 
flan tine always fuppofe the fafe and triumphal 
return of the emperor ", his taSics feldom foar 
above the means of efcaping a defeat , and pro- 
craftinating the war '*. Notwithftanding fome 
tranfient fuccels, the Greeks were funk in their 
own efteem and that of their neighbours, A cold 
hand and a loquacious tongue was the vulgar 
defcription of the nation: the author of the taftics 
was bcfieged in his capital; and the laft of the 
Barbarians, who trembled at the name of the 
Saracens, or Franks, could proudly exhibit the 
medals of gold andfilyer >yhich they had extorted 
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from the feeble fovereign of Conflantinople. What chap. 
fpirit their government and charadler denied, liii, 
might have been infpired in fome degree by the 
influence of religion ; but the religion of the Greeks 
could only teach them to fuffcr and to yield. The 
emperor Nicephorus , who reftored for a mofnent 
the difcipline and glory of the Roman name, was^ 
defirous of bellowing the honours of martyrdom 
on the Chriftians who loft their lives in an holy 
war againft the infidels. But this political law 
was defeated by the oppofition of the patriarch , 
the bifliops , and the principal fenators ; and they 
ftrenuoufly urged the canons of St. Bafil , that 
all who were polluted by the bloody trade of a 
foldier, fhould be feparated, during three years, 
from the communion of the faithful **. 

Thefe fcruples of the Greeks have been compared Charaaer 
with the tears of the primitive Moflems when \^^ saracliTsf 
they were held back from battle ; and this contraft 
of bafe fuperftition, and high- fpirited enthufiafm, 
unfolds to a philofophic eye the hiftory of the 
rival nations. The fubjeds of the laft' caliphs '* 
had undoubtedly degenerated from the zeal and ' 

faith of the companions of the prophet. Yet 
their martial creed ftill reprefentcd the deity as 
the author of war '* : the vital though latent fpark 
of fanaticifm ftill glowed in th-e heart of their 
religion, and among the Saracens who dwelt on 
the Chriftian borders , it was frequently rekindled 
to a lively and adlive flame. Their regular force 
was formed of the valiant flaves who had been 
educated to guard the pcrfon and accompany the 
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CHAP, ftandard of their lord; but the Mufulman people 
LiiL of Syria and Cilicia , of Africa and Spain , was 
awakened by the trumpet which proclaimed an holy 
v/ar againft the infidels. The rich were ambitious 
of death or victory in the caufe of God ; the 
poor were allured by the hopes of plunder, and 
the old, the infirm, and the women, affumed 
their Ihare of meritorious fervice by fending their 
fubftitute?:, with arms and horfes, into the field. 
Thefe offenfive and defenfive arms were fimilar in 
ftrength and temper to thofe pf the Romans , 
whom they far excelled in the management of the 
horfe and the bow ; the mafly filver of their 
belts, their bridles, and their fwords, difplayed 
the magnificence of a profperous nation, and 
except fome black archers of thefouthv the Arabs 
, difdained the naked bravery of their anceflors. 
Inftead of waggons, they were attended by a 
long train of camels, mules, and affes; the 
multitude of thefe animals, whom they bedecked 
with flags and ftreamers , appeared to fwell the 
pomp, and magnitude of their, hoft ; and the horfes 
of the enemy were often difordered by the uncouth 
figure and odious fraell of the camels of the Eaft. 
Invincible by their patience of third and heat, 
their fpirits were frozen by a winter's cold , and 
the confcioufnefs of their propenfity to fleep 
cxacflcd the mod rigorous precautions, againft the 
furprifes of the night. Tl^eir lorder of battle was 
a long fquare of two deep and folid lines; the 
firft of archers, the fecond of cavalry. In their 
engagements by fca and land , they fuftainc4 With 
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patfcnt firmncfs the fury of the attack , and fcHom c H A P. 
advanced to the charge till they could difcern Liii. 
sind opprefs the Jaffitude of their foes. But if 
they were repulfed and broken, they knew not 
bow to rally or renew the combat; and their, 
difmay was heightened by the fuperftitious pre- 
judice, that God had declared himfclf on the 
fide of their enemies. The decline and fall of 
the caliphs countenanced this fearful opinion ; nor 
were there wanting, among the Mahometans and 
Chriilians , fome obfcure prophecies " which 
prognofticated their alternate defeats. The unity 
of the Arabian empire was diffolved , but the 
independent fragments were equal to populous 
and powerful kingdoms ; and in their naval and 
military armaments, an emir of Aleppo or Tunis 
might command no defpicable fupd, of flcill and 
induftry and treafure. In their tranfadtions of 
peace and war with the Saracens, the princes of 
Conftantinople too often felt that thefe Barbarians 
had nothing barbarous in their difcipline; and 
that if they were deftitute of original genius, 
they had been endowed with a quick fpirit of 
curiofity and imitation. The model was indeed 
more perfedl than the copy : their fhips , and 
engines, and fortifications, werfc of a lefs flcilful 
conftrudion ; and they confefs, without fhame, 
that the fame God who has given a tongue to the 
Arabians , hiid more nicely fafhioned the hands 
of the Chinefe , and the heads of the Greeks '^ 

A name of fome German tribes between the The Franfei 
Rhine and the Wefcr had fpread its vidorious ^' ^"^"•- 
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^ n aP. influence over the greateft part of Gaul , Ger- 
LUU many, and Italy; and the common appellation of 
Franks " was applied by the Greeks and Ara- 
bians to the Chriftians of the Latin church, the 
nations of the Weft , who ftretched beyond 
their knowledge to the « fhores of the Atlantic 
Ocean. The vaft body had been infpired and 
united by the foul of Charlemagne ; but the 
divifion and degeneracy of his race foon annihil- 
ated the Imperial power , which would have 
rivalled the Caefars of Byzantium , and revenged 
the indignities of the Chriftian name* The ene- 
mies no longer feared, nor could the fubjedls 
any longer truft , the application of a public 
revenue i the labours of trade and manufadlurcs 
in the military fervice, the mutual aid of pro- 
vinces and armies, and the naval fquadrons vhich 
were regularly ftationed from the mouth of the 
Elbe to that of the Tybcr. In the beginning of 
the tenth century, the family of Charlemagne 
had almoft difappeared ; his monarchy was 
broken into many hoftile and independent ftates ; 
the regal title was affumed by the moft ambitious 
chiefs; their revolt was imitated in a long fub- 
ordination of anarchy and difcord, and the nobles 
of every province dif obeyed their fovereign , 
opprefled their vaffals , and exercifed perpetual 
hoftilities againft their equals and neighbours. 
Their private wars, which overturned the fabric 
of government , fomented the martial fpirit of 
the nation. In the fyftcm of modern Europe, 
the power of the fword is pofTeffedy at leaft in 
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in fad, by five or fix mighty potentates; their chap. 
operations are condudled on a diftant frontier, Liu* 
by an order of men who devote their Jives to 
the ftudy and pradice of the military art : the 
reft of the country and community enjoys in 
the midft of war thcv tranquillity of peace, and 
is only made fenfible of the change by the ag- 
gravation or decreafe of the public taxes. In 
the diforders of the tenth and eleventh centuries, 
every peafant was a foldier , and every village 
a fortification ; each wood or valley was a fcene 
of murder and rapine ; and the lords of each 
caftle were compelled to affume the charadler of 
princes and warriors. To their own courage 
and policy, they boldly trufted for the fafety of 
their family, the protedlion of their lands, and 
the revenge of their injuries; and, like the con- 
querors of a larger fize, they were too apt to 
tranfgrefs the privilege of defenfive war. The 
powers of the mind and body were hardened by 
the prefence of danger and neceflity of refolution : 
the fame fpirit refufed to defert a friend and to 
forgive an enemy; and, inftead of fleeping un- 
der the guardian care of the magiftrate , they 
proudly difdained the authority of the laws. In 
the days of feudal anarchy, the inftruments of 
agriculture and art were converted into the 
weapons of bloodlhed : the peaceful occupations 
of civil and ccclefiaftical focicty were aboliflied 
or corrupted ; and the bifhop who exchanged 
his mitre for an helmet, was more forcibly urged 
by the manners of the tiroes than by the obliga- 
tion of his tefliure '*. 
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The love of freedom and of arms was felt , 
with confcious pride, by the Franks themfelves, 
and is obferved by the Greeks with fome degree 
of amazement and terror. " The Franks," fays 
the emperor Conftantine, " are bold and valiant 
^* to the verge of temerity; and their dauntlefs 
'' fpirit is fupported by the contempt of danger 
" and death. In the field and in clofe onfet, 
^' they prefs to . the front , and rufli headlong 
*^* againft the enemy, without deigning to com- 
^* pute either his numbers or their own. Their 
^' ranks are formed by the firm conncdlions of 
^' confanguinity and friendfliip ; and their martial 
" deeds are prompted by the defire of faving or 
^ revenging their dearcft companions. In their 
" eyes, a retreat is a (liameful flight; and flight 
" is indelible infamy *'. ** A nation endowed 
with fuch high and intrepid fpirit , mufl: have 
been fecure of viclory, if thcfe advantages had 
not been counterbalanced by many weighty de- 
feds. The decay of their naval power, left the 
Greeks and Saracens in poffeflion of the fea, for 
every purpofe of annoyance and fupply. In the 
age which preceded the inftitution of knighthood, 
the Franks were rude and unfkilful in the fervice 
of cavalry *'; and, in all perilous emergencies, 
their warriors were fo confcious of their ignor- 
ance, that they chofc to difmount from their 
horfes and fight on foot. Unpradifcd in the ufe 
' of pikes , or of miffilc weapons , they were 
encumbered by the length of their fwords , the 
weight of their armour, the magnitude of their 

lliiclds. 
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■fticlds J and, if I mzy repeat the fatlfe of the C tt A Pi 
ineagre Gteeks, by theif unwieldy interapefancc. lilt . 
Their independent fpirit difdained the yoke of 
fubordinatiort , and abandoned the /lindard oJF 
theif thief, if he attempted to keep the field 
beyond the term of their ftipulatioii ^of fervicel 
"Ort all fides they were open to the frfares of aii 
enemy/ Icfe brave, but more attful, thaA them* 
felves* They might be bribed, for the JBarbarlaris 
"were venal; or furprifed in thai night, for' the/ 
pegledled the precautions of a dofe encarhpment 
or vigilant centinels. The fatigues of a fummer a 
campaign exhauftcd their ftrength and patience^ 
and they funk in defpair if their votaeioiis, ap- 
petite was difappointed of a plentiful fuppfy of 
wine and of food. This general charadler 6f the 
Franks was marked with fome national and local 
fhades, which I ihould afcribe to accident^ rathef 
than to climate, but which were vifible both to 
natives and to foreigners- ' An ambaffador; of the 
great Otfro declared, in the palace of Conftanti- 
nople , that the Saxons? cbuld difputc with Tword^ 
better than with pens; and that they preferred 
inevitable death to the diflfionour of turning theiif 
backs to an enemy *\ It was the glory of the 
nobles of France, that, in their humble dwellings, ^ 
war and rapine were the only pleafure^ th^ fole 
occupation , of their lives. They affeded to deride, 
the palaces, the banquets, the polifhed manners, oi 
the Italians, who, in the cftimate of the Greeks 
themfelves , had degenerated from the liberty 
ind valour of the ancient* Ldifcb^rds *', 
Vol. X, e 
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CHAP. By the well-known edid of Caracalla, his fub- 
tiii. jcdls, from Britain to Egypt, were entitled to 
Obiivioii of t[,e name and privileges of Romans , and their 
lascutsff. national Ibvcreign might fix his occafional or 
permanent refidence in any province of their 
common country. In the divifion of the Eaft 
and Weft, an ideal unity was fcrupuloufly pre- 
ferved, and in their titles, laws, and ftatutes, 
the fucceftors of Arcadius and Honorius an- 
nounced tbemfelves as the infeparable cQllea^ues 
of the fanie office , as the joint fovereigns of the 
Roman world and citoy^ which were bounded 
by the fame limits. After the fall of the Weftern 
monarchy, the majefty of the purple rcfided 
folely in the princes of Conftantinople; and of 
thefe, Juftinian was the firft, who after a divorce 
< %i fixty years regained the dominion of ancient 
Rome, and aflerted, by the right of conqtieft, 
the augufi title of emperor of the Rpm^ns **. 
A motive of vanity or difcontent Solicited one 
of his fucceffofs, Conftans the fecond, to abandon 
the Thracian Bofphorus^ and to reftore the prit 
tine honours of the Tyber: an extravagant pro* 
jed (exclaims the malicious Byzantine), as if he 
had defpoiled a beautiful and blooming virgin, 
to enrich, or rather to expofe, the deformity of 
a wrinkled and decrepit matron ^^ But the 
fworrf of the Lombards oppofed bis fcttlement 
in Italy: he entered Rome, not as a conqueroi?, 
but as a fugitive , and after a vifit of twelve 
days, he pillaged V and for ever deferted , the 
ancient capital ©f the \yorld **. The final revolt 
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and feparation of Italy AVa^ aGcompIiihed about c H a ?4 
two centuries after the conquefts of Juflinian, mi. . 
and frorti hi$ reign we may dafe the gradual ob- 
livion of the Latin tongue* That legiflator had 
compofed his Inftitutes, his Code, and his Pan- 
dedb, in a langtiage which he celebrates a$ the 
proper and public ftyle of ttc Roman govern- 
inent, the confecrated idiom of the palace anci 
fenite of Conftantinople^ of the camps and tri- 
bunals of the Eaft •', But this foreign dialecfl 
Va$ unknown to the people and foldiers of the 
Afiatic provinces^ it was imperfedly undcrftood 
by. the greater part of the interpreters of the laws 
and the minifters of the ftate. After a fborp 
conflid i nature and hibit prevailed over thcf 
dbfolete inftitutions of human power : for the 
general benefit of his fubjedfe, Juftjnian pro- 
mulgated his novels in the two languages j thci 
feveral parts of his voluminous jiirifprudence 
•were fucccffively tranflated ** : the originsil was 
forgotten , the verfion was ftudied , and the 
Greek , whofe intrinfic merit deferved indeed 
the preference, ol^tained a legal as wel! as po- 
pular edablifhment in the Byzantine monarchy. 
The birth and refidence of fuccecding princes 
eftranged therii from the I^oman idiom : Tibe- 
rius by tte Arabs **, and Maurice by the Ita- 
lians '**, arc diftinguilihed as the lirft of the 
Greek Caefars , as the founders of a new dynafty 
and empire: the filent revolution was acconi- 
plilhed before the death of Heraclius ; and the 
^m of th^ Latin fpeech were darkly preferved 
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tf^H'A Pi m the terms of jurifprUdence and the acclama^ 
itlLi lions of the palace. After the reftoration of the 
Weftcrn empire by Charlechagne and the Othos,* 
the names of Franks and Latins acquired an 
equal fignification and extent; and thefe haughty^ 
Barbarians afferted, with feme juftice., theit fu-' 
fterior claim to the language and dominion of 
Ronie. They infulted the aliens of the Eaft whcr 
had renounced the drcfs and idiom of Ron^nsj; 
and their reafonable practice will juftify the fre^ 
The Greek qu.cnt appellation of Greeks"'. But^ this con-«'" 
eiiiperort and temptuous appellation was indignantly rejeded 
•retain and af- by the prihce and people to whom it is applied^ 
fert the name Whatfocver ch^ngcs had been introduced by the 
lapleofages, they alleged a lineal and unbroketf 
fucceflion from Auguftus and Conftantine; am!^- 
in the loweft period of degeneracy and decay ^ 
^ the name of Romans adhered to the laft frag*-^^ 
' ments of the empire of Conftantinople '**.^ - 

periodof ' While the government of the Eaft was tranf*' 
Ignorance. adled* in Latin, the Greek was thp language o# 
literature and philofopby; nor could the mafters' 
6f this rich and perfedt idiom be tempted tcv 
eiivy the borrowed learning and imitative tafte. 
6f their Roman difciples. After the fall' of 
Faganifm, the lofs of Syria and Egypt, and thd^ 
^xtindibn of the fchools of Alexandria and 
Athens , the ftudies of the Greeks irffenfibly re- 
tired to fom» regular monaftcries^ and above alf 
to the royal college of Conftantinople , whichr 
was burnt in the reigii of Leo the Ifaurian **V 
tx the pompous ftylc of ^a age, the prefxdentf 
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t>rthat foundation was nanfted' the Sun of Science: crif a n 
his twelve affociaus, the profeffors in the dij. J.IIU 
fcrent arts and faculties, were the twelve figos^ 
of the zodiac ; *a library* of thifty-fix thoufancj 
five hundred volume^ was open to their enqui- 
ries; and they could fliew an ancient roanufcripc 
of Honajgr^-on a roll of parchment one hundred 
and twenty feet in length, the inteftines, as it , 
Mras fabled, of a prodigious ferpent ***. But thi 
leventh and eighth centuries werft a period of 
tiifcord and darknefs; the library was burnt, the 
college was abolilhed, the Iconoclafts are repre- 
fdttted as the foes of antiquity; apda favag« 
ignorance and contempt of letters has difgraced 
th« princes of the Heraclean and Ifaurian dynaf* 
ties "^ , 

^ In the ninth century, we trace the firft dawn-Remaief 
iiigs of the reftoration of fcience "*. After th6 Greek uar^i. 
fanaticifm of the Arabs had fubfided , the caliphs "*^* 
afpired to cdnquer the arts, rather than the pro- 
vinces, of the empire: their liberal curiofit}f 
rekindled the emulation of the Greeks, bruflied 
away^ the duft from their ancient libraries, and 
taught them to know and reward the philofo^ 

Shers , whofe labours had been hitherto repaid bj^ 
ie pleafarc of ftudy and the purfuit of truth. 
The Oaefar Bardas, the uncle of Michael th^ 
third, was the generous protedor of letters, A 
title which alone has preferved his memory and ex^ 
eufcd his ambition. A particle of the treafurct 
of his nephew was fometimes diverted from the 
imkilgence d vice aod folly ^ a fchool w^ 
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IS H A p. opened in the palace of Magnaura ; and th« 
|;.xii( . prefcnce of Bardas excited the emulation of the 
mafters and (Indents. At their head was the 
philofophec Leo, archWIhop of Theffalojiica: his 
profound fktil in aflronomy and the mathematics 
was admired by the ftrangers of the Eaft; and 
this occult fcience was magnified by vulgar crcr 
dulity , which modeftly fuppofes that all know? 
ledge fuperior to its own muft be the effeA of 
infpiration or magic. At the prefBng entreaty 
of the Caefar, his friend, the celebrated Pho- 
tins "', renounced the freedom of a fecular and 
ftudious life, afcended the patriarchal throne , 
and was alternately excommunics^ted and abfolv? 
ed by the fyxiods of the Eaft and Weft. By the 
confeffion even of prieftly hatred, no art or 
fcience , except poetry , was foreign to this uni- 
verfal fcholar, who was deep in thought, inr 
, defatigable in reading, ^nd eloquent in didion, 
Whilft he exercifed the offiqe of protofpathaire , 
or captain of the guards, Photius was fent am- 
taDrador to the cajiph of Bagdad "•. The tedi? 
ous hours of exile, perhaps of confinement, were 
beguiled by the hafty compofition of his Library^ 
a living monument of eruditicjii) ^nd priticifm. 
Two hi^ndred and fourfqore writers, hiftorians, 
oratqrs, philofophers, theologians, are reviewed 
without any regular method: he abridges their 
narrative or dodlrine, appreciates their ftyle ^nd 
eharader. and judges even the fathers of the 
church with a difcreet freedono, which often 
breaks through the Cuperfti(ioa of the times, Xb^ 
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emperor Bafil , who lamented the defcdls of his c H a pJ* 
own education , entrufted to the care of Photius Llli* 
his fon and fucceffor Leo the philofopher; and 
the reign of that prince and of his fon Conftan- 
tine Porphyrogenitus forms one of the moft pro- 
fperous aeras of the Byzantine literature. By 
their munificence the treafures of antiquity were 
depofited in the Imperial library f- by their pens, 
or thofe of their affociates, they were imparted 
in fuch extracts and abridgments as might amufe 
the curiofity , without opprefling the indolence , 
of the public. Befides the BqfiUcs , or code of 
laws, the arts of hulbandry and war, of feeding 
or deftroying the human fpecies, were propa- 
gated with equal diligence; and the hiftory'of 
Greece and Rome was digefted into fifty- three , 
heads or titles, of which two only ( of embaflies, 
and of virtues and vices ) have efcaped the in- 
juries of time. In every ftation, the reader 
might contemplate the image of the paft world, 
apply the leffon or warning of each page, and 
learn to admire , perhaps to imitate , the examples 
of a brighter period. I fhall not expatiate on 
the works of the Byzantine Greeks , who , by 
the aifiduous ftudy of the ancients, have de- 
served in fome meafure the remembrance and gra- 
titude of the moderns. The fcholars of the pre- 
fent age may ftill enjoy the benefit of the philo- 
fophical common -place hook of Stobaeus., the 
grammatical and hiftoric lexicon ofSuidas, the / 
Chiliads of Tzetzes , which comprife fix hundred 
narratives in tweive- thoufand verfes, and the 

E4 
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t,H,Kt,. commcntarief on Homer of Euftatblus arcbbi/hopi 
im* of ThcffalDnica, who, from his horn of plenty, 
has poured the names and authorities of four 
^ hundred writers. From thefe originals , and froo^ 
the numerous tribe of fcholiafts and critics '**, 
fomc eftimate may be formed of the literary 
wealth of the twelfth century : Conftantinople waf 
enIightene/1 by the genius of Homer and Demor 
|lhenes , of Arillotle and Plato ; and in theenjoy^ 
jncnt or negkcl of our prefent riches, w« muft 
envy the generation that could ftill perufe thf 
Jiiftory of Theopompus, the orations of Hypct 
yites, the comedies of Mcnander "*, and thf 
odes of Alcaeus and, Sappho. The frequent 
labour of illuftration attefts not only the exift^ 
ence but the popularity of the Grecian daffies? 
the general knowledge of the age may be de^ 
duced from tlie example of two learned females, 
the cmprefs Eudocia, and the princefe Anna 
Comnena, who cultivated, in the purple, the 
arts of rhetoric and philofophy '". The vulgar 
dialed of the city was grofs and barbarous: a 
more corred and elaborate ftyle diftinguxftcd the 
difcourfe, or at leaft the corapofitions , of the 
church ^nd palace, which fometimes affeded to 
copy the purity of the Attic models. 
Deoay ©f In our mpdem education,' the painful though 

Tafte and ge- ncceffary attainment of two languages , which are 
no longer living, may confume the time and damp 
the ardour of the youthful ftudent. The poets 
^nd orators were long imprifoned in the barbar- 
ous dialeds of our Weftern anceftgrs , devoid of 
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hatmcmy or graeej afid thtit gcnms^ without chap^ 
precept or example was abandoned to the rude; iilU' 
and native powers of their judgment and fancy, 
l^ut the Qreeks of Conftantihople , after purging^ 
away the impurities of their vulgar fpccch, ac^ 
quired the free ufeof thci? ancient language, the ^ 

moft happy compofition of human art, and a 
fAnailiar knowledge of the fublimc Hiaftcrs whot 
had pieafed or inftruded the firft of rtations. But 
thefe advantages only tend to aggravate the re-» 
proaeh and ftameof a degenerate people. They 
held in their lifelefs hands the riches of 'their 
fathers, without inheriting the fpirit which had 
created and improved that facred patrimony: 
t;hey r^ad, they pr^ifed, they compiled, buc 
th^ir languid fouls fecmcd alike incapable of 
thought and aftion. In the revolution of ten 
centuriesf, not a fingle difcovery was made ta 
exalt the dignity or promote the happinefs of 
lajaokind. Not a fingle idea has been added ta 
^he fpeculative fyftems of antiquity , and a fucn 
<peffion of patient dlfciples became in their turit 
tlie dogmatic teachers of the next fervile genera- 
tion. Not ji fingle compofition of hiftory, phi-« 
lofophy, or literature, has been faved from ob-i 
livion by the intrinfic beauties of ftyle or fend- 
Bient, of original fancy, or even of fuccefsful 
imitation. In profe, the leaft offenfive of tho 
Byzantine writers are abfolved from cenfure by 
their naked and unprefuming fimplicity; but tha 
orators, moft eloquent"* in their own conceit^ 
*r^ tjtjc fartheft ren^Qved irom thft naodels wliow 
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CHAP, they affedl to emulate. In every page our tafte 
XIII. and reafon are wounded by the choice of gigan* 
tic and obfolete words , a iliff and intricate phra- 
fcology , the difcord of images , the childifh play 
of falfe or unfeafonable ornament, and the pain* 
fol attempt to elevate themfelves, to aftonifh the 
reader, and to involve a trivial meaning in the 
fmok,e of obfcurity and exaggeration. Their 
profe is foaring to the vicious afFedation 
of poetry: their poetry is finking below the flat- 
nefs and infipidity pf profe. The tragic, epic, 
and lyric mufe^ , were filent and inglorious : the 
Bards of Conftantinople feldom rofe above a 
riddle or epigram , a panegyric or tale ; they 
forgot even the rules of profody; and %Vith 
the melody of Homer yet founding in their 
ears , they confound all meafure of feet and fyl- 
lables in the impotent ftrains which have re- 
ceived the name of political or^city verfes "*. The 
minds of the Greeks were bound in the fetters of 
a bafe and imperious fuperftition , which extends 
her dominion round the circle of ptofane fcience. 
Their underltandings were bewildered in me» 
taphyfical controverfy: in the belief of vifions 
and miracles, they had loft all principles of 
moral evidence, and their tafte was vitiated by 
the homilies of the monks, an abfurd medley of 
declamation and fcripture. Even thefe contempt^ 
ible ftudies were no longer dignified by the 
abufe of fuperior talents: the leaders of the 
Greek church were humbly content to , admire 
" aad copy thfe oracles of anti'quity, nor did the 
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(ahools OF pulpit prodiice any rivals of the fame c h a v» 
of Athanafius and Cbryfoftoni '**-• i,«i, . 

In all the purfuits of adive and fpeculative life, want of n^ 
the enaulation of ftatcs apd ^pdividuals is the moft J*^?"^ *"**' 
powerful fpring of the efforts and improvements 
of mankind. The cities pf ancient Greece were 
call in the happy mixture of union and ipdcp 
pendence , which -is repeated on a larger fqale , 
but in a loofer form , by the nations of modern 
Europe: the union of language, religion, and 
ipanners , which renders them the fped^tors and 
judges of each others iperit "*: the independence 
.of government and intereft, which affert^ their fepa'^ 
rate freedom, and excites them to ftrivc for pre- 
eminence in the career of glory. The fituation 
of the Rpmans was lels favourable; yet in the 
^arly ages of the republic, which fixed the na- 
tional charader, a fimilar emulation was Kindled 
among the ftates of Latium and Italy; and^, in 
the arts and Sciences , they afpired to equal or 
furpafs their Grecian makers. The empire of the 
Caefars undoubtedly checked the adivity an4 
progref* of the human mind; its magnitude might 
indeed allow fome fcope for domcftic cempeti- 
tion ; but when it was gradually reduced , at firft 
to the Eaft and at laA: to Greece and Conftanti- 
nople , the Byzantine fubjeds were degraded 
to an abjedl and languid temper, the natural 
cffed of their folitary and infulated ftate. From 
the North they were oppreflcd by namelefs 
tribes of Barbarians , to whom they fcarcely im* 
parted the sippellation of men. The language 
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€^ Atk ftnd religion of the more poliflicd Arabs wcrj 
tlih an infurmountable bar to all fecial intercourfei 
The conquerors of Europe were their brethren ia 
the Chriftian faith ; but the fpeech of the Frank* 
or Latins vras unknown, their manners were 
rude, and they were rarely conneded, in peace 
or war, with the fucceffors of Heraclius. Alon^ 
in the univcrfe , the felf - fatisfied pride;/ of the 
Greeks was not difturbcd by the comparifon 
of foreign merit; and it is no wonder if they' 
fainted in the race , fmce they had neither com* 
petitors to urge their fpeed , nor judged to 
crown their viflory. The nations of Europe 
and Afia were naingled by the expeditions to 
the Holy Land; and it is under the Goraneniaii 
3ynafty that a faint emulation of knowledge and 
military virtue yfis rekindled in the Byzantine 
^mpiro. ' 
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Origin and Dofirinc of the Taulicians. — T/icir Pcrji* 

. cution by the Greek Emperors, — . Revolt in Armenia^ 

^c. — Tranfplantation into Thrace, -^ Propagation 

in the Weft, ~ The Seeds ^ - CharaSer^ and Confe*^ 

quences of the reformation. 

XN the profeffion of Qirlftianity, the variety o^ 
national charaders may be clcarfy diftinguifiied. j^jy^ 
1 he natives of Syria and Egypt abandoned theii* snpine fli- 
liveS to lazy and contemplative diivOtiotl : p«irft»t»«>n «f 
Rome again afpired to the ddminioh of the ^^^Ji^ 
world; and the wit of the lively and loquacious^ 
Greeks was confumcd in the difpmes of meta-^ 
phyfical theology. The ihconnprchenfible myfte- 
fies of the Trinity knd Incarnation, inftead ot 
eommanding their filent fubmiffion , were agitated 
in vehement and fubtl6 controverfies, which en- 
larged their faith at the expcnce perhaps' of theii^ 
charity and reafon. From the council of Nice td 
the end of the fcventh century, the peace and 
unity of the chui'ch was in^'^aded by thefe fpiri-i 
tual wars ; and fo deeply did they efFedl the de- 
cline and fall of the empire , that the hfftoriari 
has too often, been compelled tc^ attend ^ th^ 
fynods, to explore the creeds, atid to.enumerateJ 
the fedls, of this bufy period of ecclefiaftical an* 
lials;; Froija- the beginfting of the eighth centur^ 
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£ ft A p. to the laft ages of tli*; Byzantine empire the found 
uv. of coritrovcrfy was fcldom heard : curidfity was 
iixhaiifted, ical was fatigued; and, in the de- 
crees of fix Councils , the articles of the Catholic 
faith had been irrevocably defined. The fpirit 
of difpute, however vain and petriicious , re- 
quires fome energy and exercife of the mental 
feculties; and the p'roftrate Greeks were content 
to faft, to pray, arid to believe, in blind obe- 
dience td the patriarch and his clergy. During 
a long xircani of fuperftitidn, the Virgin and the 
Saints, their vifionfs attd miracles, their reliefs and 
images, were preached by the monks and wor- 
Ihipped by the people; and the appellation of 
people might be extended without injuftice to 
the firft ranks of civil fociety. At an unfeafoo- 
able moment, the Ifaurian emperors attempted 
fomewhat rudely to awaken their fubjccffe; : under 
their influenccf, reafon might obtain fome pro- 
felytes, a far greater number was fwayed by 
intereft or fear ; but the Eaftern worki embraced 
or deplored their vifible deities, aind the re- 
ftoration of images was celebrated a:s the feaft of 
orthodoxy. In this paflive and anan^nK)us (late 
the ecclefiaftical rulers were relieved from the 
toil , or deprived of the pleafure , of perfecution. 
The Pagans had difappeared; the Jews were 
filent and obfcure; the difputcs^ with the Latins 
were rare and remote hoftilities againft ^ national 
enemy ; and the fedls of Egypt and Syria enjoy-* 
cd a free toleration^ under the fbadow of the 
Arabian Cahpbs. Abou( the middle of the feventh 
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century, a branch of Manichseans was feledted as c H 4 p', 
the vidlims of fpiritual tyranny : their patience Liy. 
was at length exafperated to defpair and rebel- 
lUyn; and their- exile has fcattered over the 
Weft the feeds of refoltnation. Thefe important 
events will juftify fome enquiry into the doc- 
trine and ftory of the Pauucians*^ ai^, as 
they cansiot plead for tfaemfelves , our candid 
criticifm will magnify the yood^ and abate or 
fufped the cw7, that is reported by their ad- 
Verfaries. 

The Gnoftics , who had diftrai^ed the infancy , OHgin 6F the 
were opprefifedby the greatnefs and authority, of J^^*^""|'^j 
the church. Inftcad of emulating or furpaJHingst. Paul, 
the wealth, learning,. and numbers, of the Catho- *• ^' **^» 
lies, their obfcure remnant was driven from the 
capitals of the Eaft and Weft , and confined to 
the villages and mountains along the borders of 
the Euphrates. Sdme vefiige of the Marcipnites 
may be detedied in the fifth century*; but the 
numerous feds were finally loft in the odious 
name of the Manichaeans ; and thefe heretics , who 
prefuqaed to reconcife the dodrines of Zoroaftcr 
and Cbrift , were pur fued by the two religions 
with equal and unrelenting hatred. Under the 
grandfon of Heraclius , in the neighbourhood of 
Samofala, more fapious for the birth of Luciaa 
than for the title of a Syrian kingdom ^ a reformer 
arofe, efte^med by the PauUcians sls the chofen 
incffenger of truth. In his humble dwelling of 
Mananalis , Conft^aiitioe entertained a deacon , whd 
returned from S^yrian eaptivitj^, a,nd received the 
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^ H A r* ineftimable gift tif the NcwTcflament , ^vhich \vi\ 
\ili. already concealed from the vulgar by the prudence 
of the Greek, and pfcrhaps of the Gnoftic , clergy **. 
TThefe books became the mcafurc of his ftlidics 
'jind the rule of his* faith ; and the Catholics, who 
'dilute his ititerjpretation, ^acknowledge that hife 
•text was gcnaitie and fincere. But he attached 

. - , ^himfelf with peculiar devotion to the writings- att4 

charadler of St. Paul: the name of the Paulicians 
h derived by their enemies from< fome tmknowA 
and domeftic teacher ; but I am confident that they 

■ ■ ' gloried in their affinity to- the a'poftle of the Gen- 

tiles. His (Jifciples , Titus^ Timothy , Sylvanus \ 
Tychichus , w^^re reprefcnted by Conftantin^ and 
his fellow-labourers : the? names of the apoftolic 
churches were applied to the congregations which 
they affemblecF in. Armenia and Cappadocfa; and 
this innocent aHegory revived the example and 
'memory of the firft ages. In the gofpel, and the 
cpiftles of St Paul, his faithful follower inveftigat- 
cd the creed of primitive Chriftianity: and, what- 
ever might be the faccefs, a proteiflant read<^f 
will applaud the fpirit, of the enquiry. But if the 
Icriptures of the Paulicians were pure , they were 
xiot perfedl. Their founders i^ejedted the two epif. 
ties of St.Peter*, the apoftle of the crrcumcifion^y 
-whofe difpute with their fav«iurite for the obfer* 
Vance of the law could not eafify be forgiven '. 
They agreed with their Gnoftic brethren , in the 
univerfal Contempt for the Old Teftament, th6 
'books of Mofes arid the prophets ^ which have 
becil ccrifecrated by the -decrees ^ of the Catholic 

church. 
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oliurcli. With frqual bdldnefs , and doubtlefs with c il a ?• 
more reafdn, Conftintine, the new Sylvanus, liv. 
difclaimed the vifions , which , in fo many bulky 
and fplcrtdid volumes, had been publilhed by the 
Oriental feds * ; the fabulous produdlions of the 
Hebrew patriarchs and the fages of theEaft; the 
fpuribus gofpels , epiftles , and aifts , which in th« 
firft age had overwhelmed the orthodox code i 
the theology of Manes , aiid the authors of th^ 
kindred herefies ; and the thirty generations , or 
feons , which had been treated by the fruitful 
fancy of Valentine. The Paulicians fincercly conj- 
demntd the mti^ory and opinions of the Manichxan 
fed , aA^ cottiplaihed of the injuftice which im- 
prefTed thai invidious tizttt Ofl the fimpti votaries 
Of St. Plul arid of Chrift. 

Of the ^cclcfiaftical chain , many links had been xiie iimviu 
broken by the Paulician reformers; and their liberty "'y of thcit 
was enlarged, as they reduced the number c^^Jnkip^ 
mafters , at whofc voice profane reafon muft bow 
to myftcty and rtiiraclc. The tarty feparadon of 
the Gnoftics had preceded the eftablifliment of 
the Catholic worChip; and agairift the gradual 
innovations of difciplijtt and doflirine , they were 
as ftrongly guarded by habit and avcrfion, as by 
the filcnce of St. Pa\il ftnd the evangelifts. 'The 
objeds which had been transformed by the magic 
of fupcrftition , appeared to the eyes of the Pauli-;' 
cians in their genuine and naked colours., An 
image made without hands, was the common' 
workmanfhip of a mortal artift, to whofe flcill 
alone the wood and canvafe muft be indebted for 
Vol. X- E 
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c H A F* their merit or value; The miraculous relics were 
uv* an heap of bones and aihes , deftitutc of life or 
virtue, or of any relation, perhaps, with the 
perfon to whom they were afcribed. The true 
and vivifying crofs was a piece of found or rottea 
timber; the body and blood of Chrift , a loaf of 
bread and a cup of wine, the gifts of nature and 
the fymbols of grace. The mother of God was^ 
degraded from her celeftial honours and immacu- 
late virginity ; and the faints and angels were no 
longer folicited to exercife the laborious office, 
of mediation in heaven , and miniftry upon earth. 
In the pradice , or at leaft in the theory of the 
facramehts , the Paulicians were inclined to abolilh 
till vifible objeds of worlhip , and the words of 
the gofpel were, in their judgment, the baptifin 
and communion of the faithful. They indulged 
a convenient latitude for the interpretation of 
fcripture; and as often as they were prefTed by 
the literal fenfe, they could efcape to the intricate 
/inazes of figure and allegory. Their utmoft dili- 
gence muft have been employed to diffolve the 
connedlion between the old and the new teftament; 
fince they adored the latter as the oracles of God, 
and abhorred the former , as the fabulous and 
abfurd invention of men or daemons. We cannot 
be furprifed , that they ihould have found in the 
gofpel, the orthodox myftery of the , trinity:, but 
inftead of confeffing the human nature and fub- 
ftantial fuflferings of Chrift, they amufed their 
fancy with a celeftial body that paffed through 
the virgin like water through a pipe; with a 
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pli^ntaftic crucifixion, that eluded the vain and chap. 
impotent malice of the Jews, A creed thus fimple liv. 
and fpiritual was not adapted to the genius ofTheyhoM 
the times ^ : and. the rational Chriftian who might cipieTof^hc"' 
have been contented with the Ifght yoke andMagians and 
eafy burthen of Jefus and his apoftles, was juftly ^'"''*'*"*- 
offended , that the Paulicians Ihould dare to vio- 
late the unity of God, the firft article of natural 
and revealed religion. Their belief and their truft 
was in the Father , of Chrift, of the human foul, 
and of the invifible world. But they likewife held 
the eternity of matter; a ftubborn and rebellious 
fubftance, the origin of a fecond principle, of 
an a(5live being, who has created this vifible 
world , and cxercifes his temporal reign till the 
final confummation of death and fin *. . The 
appearances of mioral and phyfical evil had efta- 
blifhcd the two principles in the ancient philofophy 
and religion of the Eaft ; from whence this dodrine 
was transfufed to the various fwarms, of the . 
Gnoftics. A thoufand (hades ma)^ be devifcd in 
the nature and charadlerof ^/iri/wfln, from a rival 
god to a fubordinate d?emon , from pafliori and 
frailty to pure and perfed malevolence: but, in 
fpite of our efforts , the goodnefs , and tl>c power , 
of Ormufd are placed at the oppofite extremities 
of the line; and every ftep that approaches the 
one muft recede in equal proportion from the 
other *. 

The apoftolic labours of Conftantine-Sylvanus , The eaa. 
foon multiplied the number of his difciples , the tiishment of 
fecret recompence «f fpiritual ambition. The ^^^ j*"'^"' 

F a 
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C II A p. renjnant of the Gnoftic fc(fls , and efpecially the 
iiv. iVIanichaeans of Armenia, were united under his 
nu, pontni, {Ian d aid ; many Catholics were converted or 
fednced by his arguments ; and he preached with 
fuccefs in the regions of Pontus '* and Cappadocia, 
which had long fmcc imbibed the religion of 
Zoroafter. The Paulician teachers were diftin- 
guifhed only by their fcriptural names , by the 
hiodeft title of fellow-pilgrims, by the auftcrity 
of their lives , their zeal or knowledge , and the 
credit of fome extraordinary gifts of the holy 
fpirit. But they were incapable of defiring, or 
at leaft of obtaining, the wealth and honours of 
the Catholic prelacy : fuch anti-chriftian pride they 
bitterly cenfured ; and even the rank of elders or 
prefbyters was condemned as aninftitutionof the 
Jewilh fynagogue. The new fed was loofcly 
ipread over the provinces of Afia Minor to the 
weftward of the Euphrates; fix of their principal 
congregations reprefented the churches to which 
St. Paul had addreffed his epiftles ; and their foun- 
der* chofe his refidence in the neighbourhood of 
Colonia", in the fame diftridl of Pontus which 
had been celebrated by the altars of Bellona" and 
the miracles of Gregory". After a miffion of 
twenty-feven years, Sylvanus, who bad retired 
from the tolerating government of the Arabs , 
Terfecution fell a facrificc to Roman perfecution. The laws 
t»f ihe Greek ^f ^.j^^ pious emperors , which feldom touched the 

emperors* r t r i* i *» •! 

lives of lets odious heretics, profcribed without 
mercy or difguife the tenets, the books, and the 
perfons of the IVIontanifts and IVlanichaeans : the 
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books were delivered to the flames ; and all who chap. 
ifaould prefume to fecrete fuch writings, or to uv. 
profcfs fuch opinions , were devoted to an igno-* 
minious death'*. A Greek minifter , armed with 
legal and military powers , appeared at Colonia to 
ftrike the ihepherd , and to reclaim , if poffible , • 
the loft fheep. By a refinement of cruelty , Simeon 
placed the unfortunate Sylvanus before a line of 
his difciples, who were commanded, as the price 
of their pardon and the proof of their repentance, 
to maffacre their fplritual father. They turned 
afide from the impious office; the ftones dropt 
from their filial hands , and of the whole number, 
only one executioner could be found, a new 
David, as he is ftyled by the Catholics, who 
boldly overthrew the giant of herefy. This 
apoftate , Juftus was his name , again deceived and 
betrayed his unfufpedling brethren, and a new 
conformity to the ads of St. Paul may be found 
in the converfion of Simeon : like the apoftle, he 
embraced the dodlrine which he had been fent to 
perfecute, renounced his honours and fortunes, 
and acquired among the Paulicians the fame of a 
miffionary and a martyr. They were not ambi- 
tious of martyrdom '*, but in a calamitous period 
of one hundred and fifty years, ^ their patience 
fuftained whatever zeal could inflidl : and power 
was infufficient to eradicate the o'bftinate vegeta- 
tion of fanaticifm and reafon. From the blood 
and aihes of the firft vidims , a fucccflion of teachers 
and congre^rations repeatedly arofe : amidft their 
foreign hoftilities, they found leifure fordoracftic 

F3 
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CHAP, quarrels: they preached, they difputed, they 

J'lV. fuffered; and the virtues, the apparent virtues, 

ofSergius, in a pilgrimage of thirty-three years, 

are reludantly cbnfelted by the orthodox hiftori- 

i ans'*. The native cruelty of Juftinian the fecond 

\vas ftimulated by a pious eaufe , ^nd he vainly 
hoped to extinguifh in a fmgle conflagration the 
name and memory of the Paulicians. By their 
primitive fimplicity , their abhorrence of popular 
iliperftition ,^ the Iconoclaft princes might have 
been reconciled to fome erroneous doftrines; but 
they themfelves were expofed to the calumnies 
of the tnonks, and they ehofe to be the tyrants , 
left they Ihould be accufed as the accomplices , 
of the Manichaeans. Such a reproach has fullied 
the clemency of Nicephorus , who relaxed in their 
favour the feverity of the penal ftatutes , nor will 
his charadler fuftain the honour of a more liberal 
motive. The feeble Michael the firft, the rigid 
Leo the Armenian, were foremoft in the race of 
perfecution ; but the prize muft doubtlefs be ad- 
judged to the fanguinary devotion of Theodora, 
who reftored the images to the Oriental church. 
Her incjuifitors explored the cities and mountains 
of the leffer Afia , and the flatterers of the emprefs 
have affirmed that, in alhort reign, one hundred 
thoufand Paulicians were extirpated by the fword, 
the gibbet, or the flames. . Her guilt or merit has 
perhaps been ftretched beyond the meafure of 
truth : but if the account be allowed, it muft be 
prefumed that many fimple Iconoclafts were pun- 
iihcd under a mote odious name i and that fome 
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who were driven froha the church , un>yillingly chap, 
took refuge *in the bofom of herefy. ljv. 

The moft furious and defperatc of rebels are the Revou of tht 
fedaries of a religion long perfecuted , and at ^*"*^^'*"' • 
length provoked. In an holy caufe they are no 845—880. 
longer fufceptible of fear or remorfe : the juftice 
of their arms hardens them againft the feelings of 
humanity; and they revenge thqir fathers wrongs 
on the children of their tyrants. Such have been 
the Hulfites of Bohemia and the CalviniRs of 
France, and fuch, in the ninth century, were 
the Pa'ulicians of Armenia and the adjacent pro* 
vinces ". They were firft awaken^, to the 
maflacre of a governor and bifhop , who cxercifed 
the Imperial mandate of converting or deftroying 
the heretics; and the deepcft receffes of mount 
Argxus protefted their independence and revenge. 
A more dangerous and confuming flame was 
kindled by the perfecution of Theodora, and the 
revolt of Carbeas , a valiant Paulician ,, who conh- 
manded the guards of the general of the Eaft. 
His father had been impaled by the Catholic 
inquifitors; and religion, or at leaft nature, might 
jiiftify his dcfertion and revenge. Five thoufand 
of his brethren were united by the fame motives; 
they renounced the allegiance of anti - chriftian 
Rome ; a Saracen emir introduced Carbeas to the 
galiph ; and the commander of the faithful extendect 
his fceptre to the implacable enemy of the Greeks^ 
In the mountains between Siwas and Trebizond ^j^^ f^^^.f^ 
he founded or fortified the city of Tephrice ",Tephrice,, 
which, is ftill occupied by a fierce and licentioxis 

F4 
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t H A p. people , and the neighbouring hills were covered 
XIV* -with the Paulician fugitives , who now reconciled 
the ufe of the Bible and the fword. During 
XDore than thirty years , Afia was afflidled by the 
calamities of foreign and domcftic war: in their 
hoftilt inroads the difciples of St. Paul'were joined 
!with thofe of Mahomet ; and the peaceful Ghriftians,* 
the aged parent and tender virgin , who were 
delivered into barbarous fervitude, might juftly 
accuie the intolerant fpirit of their fovereign. So 
urgent was the mifchief, fo intolerable the fhamc, 
that even the diffotute Michael, the fon of Thco* 
dora, was compelled to march in perfon againft 
the Paulicians ; he was defeated under the wall» 
of Samofata; and the Roman emperor fled before 
the heretics whom his mother had condemned to 
the flames. The Saracens fought under the fame 
banners , but the vidlory was afcribed to Carbeas ; 
and the captive generals , with more than an 
himdred tribunes , were cither releafed by bi» 
avarice, or tortured by his fanaticifm. The valour 
and ambition of Chryfochcir '*, his fucceffor, 
embraced a wider circle of rapine and revenge. 
tn alliance with his faithful Mofloms, he boldly 
penetrated into the heart of Afia; the troops of 
the frontier and the palace were repeatedly over- 
>nd pillage thrown; the edids of perfecution were anfwered 
4ft^ ^^inor, ^y ^1,^ pillage of Nice and Nicomedii, of Ancyra 
and Ephefus ; nor could the apoftle St. John 
protcd from violation his city and fepulchre. The 
cathedral of Ephcfus was turned into a ftable for 
ipulcs f^nd hoifes; ^nd the Paulicians vied with 
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the Saracens in their contempt md abhorrence of c h a F# 
images and relics. It is not unpleaftng to obferve i,iv, 
the triuknph of rebellion over the fame defpotifm , 

which has difdained the prayers of an injured 
people. The emperor Bafil , the Macedonian ; 
was reduced to fue for peace , to offer a .ranfoni 
for the captives^ and to requefl, in the language 
of moderation and charity , that Chryfocheir would 
fpare his fellow -chriftians, and content himfelf 
with a royal donative of gold and filver and filk 
garments. ^* If the emperor," replied the infolent 
fanatic, ^* be defirous of peace ♦ let him abdicate 
^ the Eaft, and reign without moleftation in the 
^ Weft. If he refufe, the fervants of the Lord 
^ will precipitate him from the throne.*' The 
reludlant Bafil fnfpended the treaty, accepted the 
defiance , and led his army into the land of 
herefy, which he wafted with fire and fword. 
The open country of the Paulicians was expofed 
to the fame calamities which they had inflided ; 
but when be had explored the ftrength of Tephrice i 
the multitude of the Barbarians , and the ample 
magazines of arms and provifions , he dcfifted witlj 
a figh from the hopelefs ficgc. On his return to 
ConftantinopJe he laboured, by the foundation of 
convents and churches, to fecure the aid of his 
ccleftial patrons, of Michael the archangel and 
the prophet Elijah ; and it was his daily prayer 
tnat he might live to tranfpierce , with three 
arrows , the head of his impious adverfary. Beyond 
his expedations, the wifh was accomplifhed ; after 
a fuccelsful "inroad , Chryfocheir was furprifcd 
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and flain in his retreat; and the rebel's head waf 
triumphantly prcfented at the foot of the throne. 
On the reception of this welcome trophy, Bafil 
inftantly called for his bow, difcharged three arrows 
with unerring aim , and accepted the applaufe of 
the court, who hailed. the vidory of the royal 
archer. With Chryfocheir , the glory of the 
Paulicians faded and withered "; on the fecond 
expedition of the emperor, the impregnable 
Tephrice was deferted by the heretics , who fued 
for mercy or efcaped to the borders. The city 
was ruined , but the fpirit of independence furvi ved 
in the mountains : the. Paulicians defended , above 
a century , their religion and liberty , infefted the 
Roman limits , and maintained, their perpetual 
alliance with the enemies of the empire and the 
gofpel. 

About the middle of the eighth century , Con- 
ftantine, furnamed Copronymus by the worfhippe/i s 
of images , had made an expedition into Armenist, 
and found, in the cities of Melitehe and Theodo^ 
fiopolis , a great number of Paulicians , bis kindred 
heretics. As a favour or punifhment, he tranf- 
planted them from the banks of the Euphrates to 
Conftantinople and Thrace ; and by this eniigration 
their dodrine was introduced and diffufed in Eib- 
rope ". If thefedariesof the metropolis were foon 
mingled with the promifcuous mafs , thofe of the 
country ftruck a deep root in a foreign foil. The Pau- 
licians of Thrace refilled the ftorms of perfecution , 
maintained a fecret correfpondence with their 
Armenian brethren, apd gave aid apd comfort to 
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tlieir preachers , who folicited , not without fucceft, chap. 
the infant faith of the Bulgarians **. In the tenth uv. 
century, they were reftored and multiplied by a 
more powerful colony , which John Ziraifces *' 
tranfported from the Chalybian hills to the vallies 
of mount Hxmus. The Oriental clergy, who 
would have preferred the deftrudion, impatiently 
fighed for the abfence , of the Manichseans : the 
wai'like emperor had felt and efteemed their valour j 
their attachment to the Saracens was pregnant 
with tnifchief; but, on the fide of the Danube, 
againft the Barbarians of Soythia , their fervice 
might be ufeful , and their lofs would be defirable. 
Their exile in a diftarit land was foftencd by a free 
toleration: the Paulicians held the city of Philip- 
popolis and the keys of Thrace; the Catholics' 
were their fubjedls; the Jacobite emigrants theif 
affociaftes: they occupied a line of villages and 
caftles in Macedoni<i and Epirus; and many native 
Bulgarians were aflbciated to the communion of 
arms and herefy. As long as they were awed by 
power and treated with moderation, their volun- 
tary bands were diftinguifhed in the armies of the 
empire ; and the courage of thefe dogs , ever 
greedy of war,- ever thirfty of human blood, is • 

jaoticed with aftoniftiment, and almoft with re- 
proach, by the pufillanimous Greeks. The fame 
fpirit rendered them arrogant and contumacious : 
they were eafily provoked by caprice or injuVy ; 
and their privileges were often violated by tho 
faithlefs bigotry of the government and clergy. 
In the midft of the Norman war , two thoufand 
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CHAP* five hundred Manichaeans dcfertcd the ftandard 
UV. of Alexius Comnenus *\ and retired to their native 
homes. He dilTembkd till the moment of revenge ; 
invited th^ chiefs to a friendly conference; and 
punilhed the innocent and guilty by imprifonment, 
confifcation , and baptifm. In an interval of peace, 
the emperor undertook the pious office of recon- 
ciling them to the church and ftate : his winter- 
quarters were fixed at Philippopolis ; and the 
thirteenth apoftle, as he is ftyled by his pious 
daughter, confumed whole days and nights in 
theological controverfy. His arguments were 
fortified, their obftinacy was melted, by the ho- 
nours and rewards which he beftowed on the 
moft eminent profely tes ; and a new city, furrounded 
with gardens, enriched with immunities, and 
dignified with his own name , was founded by 
Alexius , for the refidence of his vulgar converts. 
The important flation of Philippopolis was wrefted 
from their hands ; the contumacious leaders were 
fecured in a dungeon^ or banifhed from their 
country; and their lives were fpared by the 
prudence, rather than the mercy, of an emperor, 
^t whofe command a poor and folitary heretic 
# was burnt alive before the church of St. Sophia *\ 

But the proud hope of eradicating tTie prejudices 
^ of a nation was fpecdily overturned by the 
invincible zeal of the Paulicians, who ceafed to 
diflfemble or refufed to obey. After the departure 
and death of Alexius , they foon refumed their 
civil and religious laws. In the beginning of the 
thirteenth century, their pope or primate (a mani- 
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feft corruption) rerided on the confines of Bulgaria , chap. 

Croatia, and Dalmatia, and governed, by his tiv. . 

vicars, the filial congregations of Italy and France **, 

From that aera, a minute fcrutiny might prolong , 

and perpetuate the chain of tradition. At the 

end of the laft age , the fedlor colony ftill inhabited 

the vallies of mount Haemus, where their ignorance 

and poverty were more frequently tormented by 

the Greek clergy than by the Turkifh government. 

The modern Paulicians have loft all memory of 

dieir origin; and their religion is difgraced by 

the worfliip of the crofs, and the pradlice of bloody 

facrifice , which fome captives have imported from 

the wilds of Tartary *\ 

In the Weft , the firft teachers of the Manichaeah xheir intn* 
theology had been repulfed by the people or duaion iRt« 
fuppreffed by the prince. The favour and fuccefs. ^^^ J„*° 
of the Paulicians in the eleventh and twelfth 
centuries muft be imputed to the ftrong, though 
fecrct, difcontent which armed the moft pious^ 
Chriftians againft the church of Rome. Her 
avarice was oppreffive , her defpotifm odious : lefs 
degenerate perhaps than the Greeks in the worfhip 
of faints and images , her innovations were morfe' 
rapid and fcandalous : flie had rigoroufly defined * 

and impofed the dodlrine of tranfubftantiation : 
the lives of the Latin clergy^were more corrupt, 
ind the Eaftern bifhops might pafs for the fuccelfors 
of the apoftles, if they were compared with thfe 
lordly prelates, who wielded by turns the crofier, 
the fceptre , and the f word. Three different roads 
fnight introduce the Paulicians into the heart of 
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CHAP. Europe. After the convcrfion of Hungary, the 
Liv. pilgrims >vho vifited Jerufalem might fafely follo\v 
the courfe of the Danube : in their journey and 
return they paffed through Philippopolis ; and * 
the fedlarics , difguifing their name and* herefy , 
might accompany the French or German caravans 
to their refpedivc countries. The trade and 
dominion of Venice pervaded. the coaft of the 
Adriatic, and the hofpitable republic opened her 
bofom to foreigners of every climate and religion. 
Under the Byzantine ftandard , the Paulicians 
Avere often tranfported to the Greek provinces of 
Italy and Sicily; in peace and war they freely 
converfcd with ftrangers and natives, and their 
opinions were filently propagated in Rome , Milan, 
and the kingdoms beyond the Alps ". It was foon 
difcovered , that many thoufand Catholics of every 
rank,and of either fexjhad embraced theManichaean 
herefy ; aod the flames which confumed twelve 
canons of Orleans, was the firft adl and fignal of 
perfecution. The Bulgarians **, a name fo innocent 
in its origin, fo odious in its application, fpread 
their branches over the face of Europe. United 
in common hatred of idolatry and Rome^ they 
were conneded by a form of epifcopal and 
prefbyterian government; their various feds were 
difcriminated by fome fainter or darker (hades of 
theology ; but they generally agreed in the two 
principles, the contempt of the old teftament, 
and the denial of the body of Chrift, either on 
the crofs or in the Eucharifl. A confeflion of 
fimple worfliip and blamelefs manners is extorted 
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from their enemies ; and fo high was their ftandard chap 
of perfeftion, that the encreafing congregations j^jy^ 
were divided into two claffes of difciples, of 
thofe who pradifed , and of thofe who afpired. 
It was in the country of the Albigeois '*, in the Perfecution 
fouthern provinces of France, that the Paulicians of the aiw- 
were moft deeply implanted j and the fame vicifli- ^***'Jj* 
tudes of martyrdom and revenge which had been &c 
difplayed in the neighbourhood of the Euphrates, 
were repeated in the thirteenth century on the 
banks of the Rhone. The laws of the Eaftern 
emperors were revived by Frederic the fecond. 
The infurgents of Tephrice were reprefented by 
the barons and cities of Languedoc: Pope Inno<» 
cent IIL.furpaffed the fanguinary fame of Theodora. 
It was in cruelty alone that her foldiers could 
equal the heroes of the Crufades , and the cruelty 
of her priefts was far, excelled by the founders of 
the inquifition '*; an office more adapfed to 
confirm , than to refute , the belief of an evil 
principle. The vifible affemblies of the Faulieians, 
or Albigeois, were extirpated by fire and fword; 
and the bleeding remnant- cfcaped by flight, 
concea,Iment , or catholic conformity. But the , 
invincible fpirit which they had kindled ftill lived 
and breathed in the Weftern world. In the ftatc, 
in the church , and even in the cloifter , a latent 
fucceflion was preferved of the difciples of St. 
Paul ; who protefted againft the tyranny of Rome , 
embraced the bible as the rule of faith , and 
purified their creed from all the vifions of the 
Gnoftic theology. The ftruggles of Wickliff ia 
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England, of Huls in feohemia, Were ptcmatute 
Liv. and inefiFedlual ; but the names of Zuinglius , 
Luther J and Calvin, are pronounced with grati- 
tude as the deliverers df nations. 
Charaaer ^ philofopher , who calculates the degree of 

and confc their merit and the value of their reformation , 
qnenccs of jjj prudently a(k from what articles of faith , 

the refosma- -'^ -J, rii c % -r I 

tiom above or againfl our reaion , they have enfrinchiied 

the Chriftians ; for fuch enfranchifement is doubtlefs 
a benefit fo far as it may be compatible with 
truth and piety. After a fair difcuflion we Ihall 
rather be furprifed by the timidity, than fcanda- 
llfed by the freedom , of our firft reformers '*. 
With the Jews , they adopted the belief and 
iiefence of all the Hebrew fcriptures, with all 
Iheir prodigies, from the garden of Eden to the 
vifions of the prophet Daniel; and they were 
bound, like the Catholics , to juftify agaiilft the 
Jews the abolition of a divine law. In the great 
'myfteries of the ' Trinity and Incarnation the 
Reformers were feverely orthodox : they freely 
adapted the theology of the four , or the fix firft 
touncils ; arid with the Athanafian creed , they 
pronounced the eternal damnation of all who did 
not believe the Catholic faith. Tranfubftantiation , 
the invifible change of the bread arid wine into 
the body and blood of Chrift, is a tenet that 
may defy the power of argument and pleafantry ; 
but inftead of confulting the evidence of their 
■fenfes , of their fight , their feeling , and their 
tafte , the firft proteftants were entangled in theit* 
owtt fcruples, and awe^J by the words of Jefus in 

the 
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the inftitution of the facratncht. Luther maintained chap* 
a corporeal^ and Calvin a real, prefence of Chrilt uv, 
in the eucharift; and* the opinion of Zuinglius,^ 
that it is no more than a fpiritual communion, a 
fimplc memorial , has flowly prevailed in the 
reformed churches "• But the lofs of one myftery 
"Was amply compenfated by theftupendous dodrineft 
of original fin , redemption, faith, grace, and 
predeftination , which have been ftrained from 
the epiftles of St. Paul. Thefe fubtle queftions 
had moft alFuredly been prepared by the fathers 
an*d fchoolmen; but the final improvement and 
popular ufe may be attributed to the hrft reform- 
ers , who enforced them as the abfolute and 
cffential terms of faJvation. Hitherto the weight 
of fupernatural belief inclines againft the Proteft- 
ants ; and many a fober Chriftian would rather 
admit that a wafer is God , than that God is a 
cruel and capricious tyrant. 

Yet the fcrvices of Luther and his rivals are 
Iblid and important; and the philoibpher muft 
own his obligations to thefe fearlefs enthufiafts ^\ 
L By their hands the lofty fabric of fuperftition, 
from the aibufe of indulgences to the interceflion 
of the Virgin, has been levelled with the ground** 
Myriads of both fexes of the monaftic profeffioii 
were reftored to the liberty and labours of focialx 
life. An hierarchy of faints and angels, of imper- 
fed and fubordinate deities , were ftrippcd of 
their temporal power , and reduced to the enjoy- 
ment oF cfeleftial happinefs : their images and 
lelics were banilhed from the church; and the 
Vol. X. ^ a 
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CHAP, credulity of the people was no longer nourifhed 
tiv. vrith the daily repetition of miracles and vifions^r 
The imitatibn of Paganifm was fupplied by a 
pure and fpiritual worfhip of prayer and thankf- 
giving, the raoft worthy of man, the leaft unwor- 
thy of the Deity. It only remains to obfcrve, 
whether fuch fublime fimplkity be confident with 
popular devotion; whether the vulgar , in the 
abfence of all vifible objeAs, will not be inflamed 
by enthufiafm, or infenfibly fubfide in languor and 
indifference, 11. The chain of authority was bro- 
ken, which rcftrains the bigot from thinking as he 
pleafes, and the flave from fpeaking as he thinks : 
the popes, fathers, and councils , were no longef 
the fupreme and infallible judges of the world j 
and each Chriftian was taught to acknowledge 
no law but the fcriptures , no interpreter but his 
own confciencc. This freedom however was the 
confequence , rather than the defign , of the 
reformation. The patriot reformers were ambi- 
tious of fucceeding the tyrants whom they had 
dethroned. They impofed with equal rigour theif 
' dreeds and confeflGons ; they affcrted the right of 

tjie magiftrate to punifli heretics with death. The 
pious or perfonal animof^ty of Calvin profcribed 
in Servetus '* the guilt of his own rebellion *'; 
and the flames of Smithfield, in which he was 
afterwards confumed , had been kindled for the 
Anabaptifts by the zeal of Cranmer '^ The 
nature of the tyger was the fame, but he ivas 
gradually deprived of his teeth and fangs. A 
fpiritual and temporal kingdom wa^ poffctfcd by 
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the Roman pontiff: the Protcftant dodors wer« c ha^s 
ftibjcdls of an humble fank, >vithout revenue ot ^i^^ 
jurifdidibri. His decrees were cdnfecratc<i by the 
antiquity of the Catholic chlitchr their arguments, 
and difputds were fubmittcd. to the people; and: 
their appeal to private judgmervt was accepted) 
beyond their wifheSj by curiofity and enthufiafm. 
Since the days of Luther and Calvin, a fecrec 
teformatibn has been filently working iii the 
bofom df the teformed churches; many weeds 
of prejudice were eradicated; and the difciples 
bf Erafmus '* diffufed a fpirit of freedom and 
hioderation. The liberty of cbnfcience has been 
tlaimed as a common benefit , an inalienable 
right " : the free governments of Holland ** and 
England ^' introduced the pradlice of toleration; 
and the riarrow allowance of the laws has been 
Enlarged by the prudence and humanity of the 
times. In the exercife f the mind has underdood 
the liniits, of its powers, and the words and 
fliadows that might amufe the child can no 
longer fatisfy his manly reafon. The volumes of 
controverfy are overfpread with cobwebs: the 
doctrine of. a Protcftant church is far removed 
from the knowledge or belief of its private 
members ; and the forms of orthodoxy , the 
articles of faith , are fubfcribed with a figh or a 
fmile by the fcodern clergy. Yet the friends of 
Chriftianity are alarmed at the boundlefs impulfe 
of enquiry and fcepticifm. The prcdidions of the 
Catholics are accomplifhed : the web bf myftcry 
is unravelled by the Armiaians , Arians , and ^ 

G 9 
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CHAP. Socinians , v^hofe numbers mufl; not be computed 
uv. from their feparate congregations. And the piUars 
of revelation are fhakcn by thofe men who 
preferve the name without the fubftance of reli- 
gion, who indulge the licence without the temper 
of philofophjr *!• 
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CHAP. LV, 



Tht Bulgarians. — Origin , Migrations^ and Settlement 
of tht Hungarians, r— Their Inroads in the Eaji 
and Weft. — The Monarchy of RuJJta. — Gcogra* 
phy and Trade. — Wars of the Rujjians againft 
the Greek Empire. — Converjion of the Barbarians. 



Vi 



'NDER the reign of Conftantine the grandfoa chap; 
of Hcraclius, the ancient barrier of the Danube, lv% 
fo often violated and fo often reftored , was 
irretrievably fwept away by a new deluge of 
Barbarians. Their progrefs was favoured by the 
caliphs, their unknown and accidental auxiliaries: 
the Romaa legions were occupied in Afia; and 
after the lofs of Syria, Egypt, and Africa, the 
Csefars were twice reduced to the danger and 
difgrace of defending their capital againft the 
Saracens. If in the account of this interefting 
people , I have deviated from the ftridl and 
original line of my undertaking, the merit of the 
fubjedl will hide my tranfgreflion or folicit my 
cxcufe. In the Eaft, in the Weft, in war, in 
religion , in fcience , in their pfofperity , and in 
their decay , the Arabians prefs themfelves on 
our curiofity : the firft overthrow of the church 
and empire of the Greeks may be imputed ta 

G3 
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p p A p. their atms ; and the difciplcs of Mahornct ftill 
|.y. hold the civil ahd religious fceptre of the Oriental 
•world. But the fame labour would be unworthily 
beftowcd on tlie fwarms of favages , who, 
Ibctwedn the feventh and the twelfth century, 
tiefcended from the plains of Scythia, in tranfient 
inroad or perpetual emigration '. Their names 
are uncouth, their origins doubtful, their adions 
obfcure, their fuperllition was blind, their valour 
brutal, and the uniformity of their public ajid 
private lives was neither foftened by innocence 
nor refined by policy. The majefty of the Byzan- 
tine throne repelled and furvived their difordcrly 
attacks; the greater part of thefe Barbarians has 
■ difappeared without' leaving any memorial of 

their exiftence , and the defpicable remnant 
continues 5 and may long continue, to groan 
/ Under the dominion of a foreign tyrant. JFrom 

the antiquities of, I. Balgarians, II. Hungarians ^ 
and, III. Ruffians^ I fhall content ipyfelf with 
feledting fuch fads as yet defervc to be remem- 
bered. The conquefts of the , IV. NoRMANS, 
tind the monarchy of the , V. Turks , will 
naturally terminate in the memorable Crufades. 
to the Holy Land, and the double fall of the 
city and empire of Conftantine. 
Emigration In his march to Italy , Theodoric * the Oftro- 
of the Bui. gQ^-j, tj^d trampled oq the arm$ of the Bulgarians. 
A. D. 680, After this defeat the name and the nation are 
*«• loft during a century and an hajf; and it may be 

fufpeded that the fame or a fimilar appellation 
M^as revived by Ar^nge colonies from the Bory« 
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fthenes, the Tanais, or the Volga. A king of the o h 4 f« 
ancient Bulgaria ' bequeathed to his five fons.a iv, 
laft leflbn of moderation and concord. It was 
received as youth has ever received the counfels 
of age and experience : the five princes buried 
their father ; divided his fubjedb and cattle g 
forgot his advice; feparated from each other; 
and wandered in quefl; of fortune, till we find 
the mofl; adventurous in the heart of Italy, under 
the protedion of the exarch of Ravenna *. But 
the ftream of emigration was direded or impelled 
towards the capital. The modern Bulgaria, along 
the fouthern banks of the Danube, was (lamped 
with the name and image which it has retained 
to the prefcnt hour : the new conquerors fuccef* 
fively acquired , by war or treaty , the Roman 
provinces of Dardania, Theflaly, and the two 
Epirus' * ; the ccclefiaftical {upremacy was trans- 
lated from the native city of Juftinian ; and, 
in their profperous age , the cbfcure town of 
Lychnidus, or Achrida, was honoured with the 
throne of a king and a patriarch \ The unquefr 
tionable evidence of language attefts the defcent 
of the Bulgarians from the original ftock of the 
Sclavonian, or more properly Slavonian, race '} 
and the kindred bands of Servians, Bofnians^ 
Rafcians, Croatians, Walachians *, &c. followed 
either the flandard or the example of the leading 
tribe. From the Euxinc to the Adriatic, in tht 
ftate of captives, or fubjedls, or allies, or enemies, 
of the Greek empire , they overfpread the land ; 
and the national appellation of the slaves ^ hai 
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CHAT, been degraded by chance or ifialice from the 

i.v. fignification of glory to ihat of fervitudc '*. 

Croats or Amone; tbefe colonies, the Ghrobatians ", or 

Sclawonians ^ ^ i , r 

of Daimatu, t>roats , who HOW aittend the motions of an 
A. o. soe, Auftrian ar- y, are the deicendants of a mighty' 
people , the conquerors and fovereigns of Dalma* 
tk. The maritime cities, and of thefe the infant 
republic of Ragufa, implored the aid and inftruc- 
tions of the Byzantiqe court: they were advifcd 
by the magnanimous Bafil to referve a fmall 
acknowledgment of their fidelity to the Roman 
empire, and to appeafe, by an annual tribute, 
the wrath of thtfe irrefiRible Barbarians. The 
kingdom of Croatia was fhared by eleven Zoupans^ 
or feudatory lords ; and their united forces were 
numbered at fixty thoufand horfe and one hundred 
ithoufand foot. A long fea-coaft, indented with 
capacious harbours , covered with a ftring of 
iflands, and almoft in fight of the Italian fhores, 
^ difpofed both the natives and ftrangers to the 

pradice of navigation. The boats or brigantines 
of the Croats were conftruded after the fafhion 
of the old Liburnians: one hundred and eighty 
veffels may excite the idea of a refpedable navy ; 
but our feamen will fmile at the allowance of 
ten, or twenty, or forty, men for each of thefe 
(hips . of war. They were gradually converted to 
the more honourable fervice of commerce ; yet 
the Sclavonian pirates were ftill frequent and 
dangerous ; and it was not before the clofe of 
the tenth century that the freedom and fove- 
xeignty of the Gulf were cffedually vindicated 
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by the Venetian republic ". The anceftors of c H a. P* 
thefe Dalmatian kings were equally removed lv, 
from the ufe and abufe of navigation: they dwelt 
in the White Croatia , in the inland regions of 
SileGa and Little Poland , thirty days journey, 
according to the Greek cooiputation , from the 
fea pf darknefs. 

The glory of the Bulgarians '* was confined tOFirii kin^ 
a narr6w fcope both of time and place. In the '^ ""* **f**** 
ninth and tenth centuries, they reigned to the' a. d. ^ 
fouth of the Danube; but the more powerful ^■^«>—wl7• 
nations that had followed their emigration , repeU 
led all return to the north and all progrefs to the 
Weft. Yet, in the obfcure catalogue of their 
exploits , they might boaft an honour which ha4 
hitherto been appropriated to the Goths ; that of 
flaying in battle one of the fucceflbrs of Auguftus 
and Conftantine. The. emperor Nicephorus had 
loft his fame in the Arabian , he loft his life in the 
Sdavortian, war. In his firft operations he ad- 
vanced with boldnefs and fuccefs into the centre 
of Bulgaria, and burnt the royal court, which w&s 
probably no more than an edifice and village of 
timber. But, while he fearched the fpoil and 
.refufed all offers of treaty, his enemies colledcd 
their fpirits and their forces: the pafle& of retreat 
.were infuperabiy barred ; and the trembling Nice- 
phorus was heard to exclaim: " Alas, alas! 
*' unlefs jwe could affume the wings of birds, we 
^ cannot hope to efcape." Two days he waited 
his fate in the inadivity of defpair ; but , on the 
morning of the thirds the Bulgarians furprifedthe 
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CHAP, camp, and the Roman prince , with the great 
. LV. officers of the empire, were flaughtered in their 

A. D. 811, tents. The body of Valens had been faved from 
infult ; but the head of Nicephorus was expofed 
on a fpear , and his flcuU , enchafed with gold , 
was often replenifhed in the feafts of vidory. The 
Greeks bewailed the difhonour of the throne; but 
they acknowledged the juftpunifliment of avarice 
and cruelty. This favagc cup was deeply tindured 
with the manners of the Scythian wildernefs ; but 
they were foftened before the end of the fame 
century by a peaceful interco'urfe with the Greeks , 
the poflTeffion of a cultivated region, and the 
introdudion of the Chriftian worflhip. The nobles 
of Bulgaria were educated in the fchools and 
palace of Conftantinople ; and Simeon^*, a youth 
of the royal line , was inftrudcd in the rhetoric 
of Demofthenes and the logic of Ariftotle. He 
A. D. relinquiflied the profeflion of a monk for that of 

^^t^^^^* a king and warrior; and in his reign, of more 
than forty years , Bulgaria aflumed a rank among 
the civilized powers of the earth. The Greeks , 
whom he repeatedly attacked,, derived a faint 
confolation irom indulging themfelves in the 
reproaches of perfidy and facrilege. They purchafed 
the aid of the Pagan Turks; but Simeon , in a 
fecond battle , redeemed the lofs of the firft , at a 
^ime when it was efteemed a vidory to elude th« 
arms of that formidable nation. The Servians 
were overthrown , made ttptivc, and difperfed; 
and thofe who vifited the country before their 
Tcftoratiaa could diicover no teore than fifty 
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vagrants , without women or children , vrho ex- chap* 
torted a precarious fubfiftence from the chace. On lv. 
claffic ground , on the banks of the Achelous , the 
Greeks were defeated; their horn was broken 
by the ftrength of the Barbaric Hercules". He 
formed the fiege of Conftantinople ; and, in ^ 
perfonal conference with the erpperor, Simeon 
impofed the conditions of peace. They met with • 

the moft jealous precautions: the royal galley was 
drawn clofe to an artificial and well-fortified plat» 
form; and themajefty of the purple was emulated 
by the popip of the Bulgarian. " Are you a 
*' Chriftian ," faid the humble Romanus , " it is 
" your duty to abftain from the blood of your 
** fellow-Chriftians. Has the thirft of riches feduced 
^ you from the bleffmgs of peace ; iheath your 
^' fword , open your hand , and I will fatiate the 
^^ utmofl; meafure of your defires." The recon- 
ciliation was fealed by a domeftic alliance; the 
freedom of trade was granted or reftored ; the firft 
honours of the court were fecured to the friend3 
of Bulgaria , above the ambafladors of enemies or 
flrangers'*; and her princes were dignified with a. d. 95a; 
the high and invidious title of BaJiUus , or cmper- *'^' 
or. But this frieildlhip was foon difturbed : after 
the death of Simeon the nations were again in 
^rms; his feeble fiicceffors were divided and 
cxtinguilhed; and, in the beginning of the ele- 
venth century, the fecond Bafil, who was born in 
the purple , deferved the appellation of conqueror 
of the Bulgarians. His avarice was in fome meafurp 
gratified by a treafure of four hundited thou(an<J 



fs THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, pounds- fterling (ten thoufand pound weight of 
BV. gold), which he found in the palace of Lychni- 
dus. His cruelty inflided a cool and exquifitc 
vengeance on fifteen thoufand captives who had 
J)een guilty of the defence of their country. They 
were deprived of fight , but to one of each hun- 
dred a fingle eye was left , that he might con-dud 
* bis blind century to the prefencc of their king. 

Their king is faid to have expired of grief and 
horror; the nation was awed by this terrible ex- 
ample ; the Bulgarians were fwept away from their 
fettlcments, and circumfcribed within a narrow 
province ; the furviving chiefs bequeathed to their 
children the advice of patience and the duty of 
revenge. 
Emifrration II. When the black fwarm of Hungarians firft 
**^ Hu ^"'^*h^^"g ov'er Europe, about nine hundred years 
rians, after the Chriftian sera, they were miftakcn by 

A. D. 8C4« fear and fiiperftition for the Gog and Magog of 
the fcriptures , the figns and forerunners of the 
end of the world *^ Since the introdudlion of 
letters, they have explored their own antiquities 
with a ftrong and laudable impulfe of patriotic 
curiofity '*, Their rational criticifm c^n no longer 
be amufed with a vain pedigree of Attila and the 
Huns; but they complain that their primitive 
records have fJerifhed.in the Tartar \yar ; that the 
truth or fidion of their ruftic fongs is long fince 
forgotten ; and that the fragments of a rude chro- 
nicle'* muft be painfully reconciled with the 
contemporary though foreign intelligence of the ^ 
Imperial geographer *\ Magm is the national 
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and oriental dcnoniin«ition of the Hungarians; but, chap. 
among the tribes of Scythia, they are diftinguifhcd LV. 
by the Greeks under the proper and peculiar 
name of Turks ^ as the defcendants of that mighty 
people who had conquered and reigned from, 
China to the, Valga. The Pannonian colony 
prcferved a corrcfpondence of trade and aniity 
with the eaftern Turks on the confines of Perfia; 
and after a feparation of three hundred and fifty 
years, the miffionaries of the king of Hungary 
difcovered and vifite^l their ancient country near 
the banks of the Volga. They were hofpitably 
entertained by a people of Pagans and Savages 
who ftill bore the name of Hungarians ; converfed 
in their native tongue , recolleded a tradition of 
thciv long-loft brethren , and liftened with amaze- 
ment to the marvellous tale of their new kingdom 
and religion. The zeal of converfion was animated 
by the intereft of confenguinity ; and one of the 
greateft of their princes had formed the generous , 
though fruitlefs defign , of replenifhing the folitude 
of Pannonia by this domcftic colony from tha 
heart of Tartary '*, From this primitive country, 
they were driven to the weft hf the tide of war 
and emigration , by the weight of the more diftant 
tribes , who at the fame time were fugitives and 
conquerors. Reafon ox fortune directed their 
courfe towards the frontiers of the Roman empire; 
they halted in the ufual ftatibns along the banks 
of the great rivers; and in the territories o^Mof* 
cow, Kiow, and Moldavia, fome veftiges have 
been difcovered of their temporary refidence. la 
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<C H A P. j^^5 'o^S *"^ varidus peregrination, they tbuld 
j^y^ not always efcape the dominion of the ftfonger ; 
and the purity of their blood was improved or 
fullied by the mixture of 2I foreign race : from a 
motive of compulfmn or choice , fevetal tribes of 
the Chazars were affociated to the ftandatd of their 
ancient vaffals ; introkiuccd the ufe of a fecond 
language; and obtained by thcii" fuperior renown 
the moll honourable place in the front of battle. 
The military force of the Turks and their allies 
inarched in feven equal and artificial divifions ; 
each divifioii was formed of thirty thoufand eight 
hundred and fiftyfeven warriors , and the propor- 
tion df women , children , and fervants ,^ fuppofed 
and requires at lealft a million of emigrants. Their 
public counfcls were direded by feven vaynodk 
br hereditary chiefs , but the experience of difcord 
and weaknefs reconimended the more fimple and^ 
vigorous adminiftration of a fingle perfon. Thd 
iceptre \p^hich had been declined by the riiodeft 
Lebedias, was granted to the birth or merit of 
Almus and his fon Arpad^ aind the authority of 
the fupreme khan of the Chazars cdnfira>ed th^ 
engagemient dfthe prince and people ; of the people 
to obey his commands, of th^ prince to confult^ 
their happinefs and glory. 
Their Fenflic ^^^^ ^^^^^ narrative we might be- reafonabljp 
6iigin. content, if the pefnetration of modern learning^ 

had not opened a new and larger profjpedl of the' 
antiquities of nations. The Hungarian language^ 
ftands alone , and as it were infulated , among tb^^ 
l^clavonian dialeds \ but it bears a clofe and eltdtt 
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affinity to the idioms of the Fenhic race ** , of an c H a 1^« 
obfolete and favage race, which formerly occupied ly* 
the northern regions bf Afia and Europe. The 
genuine appellation of U^ri or Igours is found on 
the weftern confines of China**; their migration 
to the banks of the Irtifli is attefted by Tartar 
evidence**; a fimilar name and language are 
detedled in the fouthern parts of Siberia *' ; and the 
remains of the Fennic tribes are widely, though 
thinly , fcattered from the fources of the Oby to 
the fliores of Lapland **. The cdnfanguinity of 
the Hungarians and Laplanders would difplay the 
j)owerfal energy of clima^te On the children of a 
common parent ; the lively conttaft between the 
bold adventurers, who are intoxicated with, the 
tvines of the Danube, and. the wretched fugitives 
who are imnierfed beneath the fnoWs of the polar 
circle. Arms ^nd freedom have ever been thtf^ 
ruling, though too often the unfiiccefsful ^ paffiort 
of the Hungarians , who are endowed by nature 
l^ith a vigorous conftitution of foul and body *^ 
Extreme cold has diminiflied the ftature and con^ 
geaied the faculties of the Lapkndors ^ and tbei 
Ardic tribes , alone among the fons of men , $ktt 
ignortot of war , and unconfcious of human bldod: 
an happy ignoi'ance, if feafon and virtue ^ere the 
guardians of their peace**!- 

It is the obfervation of the. Imfperial author of xa^fcs and 
ifceTaaics *% that all the Scythian hords refembkd ^^"^^^^ f 
taC^h other in their paftoral and military life, that rian$ and * 
they all pradifed the fame means of fubfiftence, Bulgarians, 
and employed the £inic iaftrun\eii($ ^ de^odioif^ ^^ '" ' 
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CHAR But he adds , that the two nations of Bulgari^nsi 
LV. and Hungarians yrere fuperibr to their brethren ^ 
and fimilar.to each other, in the improvements, 
however rude, of their difcipline and government » 
their vifible likenefs determines Leo to confound 
his friends and enemies in one common defcrip- 
tion; and the pidure may be heightened' by 
fome ftrokes from their, contemporaries of the 
tenth centwry. Except the merit and fame o^ 
military prowefs, all that is valued by mankind 
appeared vile and contemptible to thefe Barbarians, 
^ whofe native fiercenefs was ftimulated by the 
confciQufnefs of numbers and freedom. The tents 
of the Hungarians were of leather, their garments 
of fur; they Ihaved their hair and fcarilied their 
faces : in fpecch they were flow , in adion prompt, 
in treaty perfidious; and they fliared the common 
reproach of Barbarians , too igno^nt to conceive 
the impQrtance of truth , too proiid to deny or 
palliate the breach of their moft folemn engage- 
ments. Their fimplicity has been praifed ; yet 
they abftained only from the luxury they had 
n^ver known ; whatever they faw , they coveted ; 
their defires were infatiate, and their fole induftry 
was the hand of violence and rapine. By the 
definition of a paftoral nation , I have recalled 2^ 
long defcription of the oeconomy , the warfare, 
and the government that prevail in that ftage of 
fociety ; I may add , that to fiflnng as well as to 
the chacc, the Hungarians were indebted for a 
part of their fubfiflence, and fince they feUom 
cukivated the ground, they muft , at lealiin tbei^ 

new 
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new fettlements » ha^e fomecimci prattifed a flight c H A & 
and unlkUful hulbaadry^ In their emigrations.^ LV* 
perhaps ia thetr expeditiads^v Uie hod was accocxv- 
panied by thoulands of Ihc^p and oxen , who eii- 
creafed the cloud of formidaJb/jt} 4^(1) and aftqrde4 
a conftant and wholefome fppply, of n^ilk. and 
aninaal food. A plentiful command of fpra^e was 
the Hrft care of the general , and if the ilpck^ aa4 
kerds were. fecUre of their padures^ the hardy 
warrior was alike irtfcnfible of danger ^r^d. fatigue. 
The confttfiOn pf men an<|. cattle that oyerfpread 
the country expofed their cajnp to a. noducnat 
iurprife, had not a dill wkler circuit been occur 
pied by their light cavalry > pjcrpetually. in motioa 
to difcover and delay the approach of the enemy* 
After fomec^xperience of the Roman tallies > they 
adopted thi^ ufe of the fword and fpear , the 
helmet of die foldier, and tlie iron bread-plate o^ 
bis deed : but their native and deadly Weapon 
was the Tartar bow: from the earlieft infancy, 
their childr,en and fervants ,were cxercifcfl in the 
diouble fcience of archery and horfemanf&ip \ thtiit 
arm Was Arohg; their aim* was fur^;- ^d it^ the 
mod rapid career > they wete taught to. throw 
tfaemfelves backwards > and to ihpot a VPU?y o£ 
arrows intt) the air. In open combat^ in Secret ^ ^ 

ambulb, ia flighty or.pjuiXuit , they wcr-e equally 
formidable: an appearance of order w^ maintains 
ed k the /[prcmod ranks 5 , t^ut tl^eir.charge .wa$ 
driv^en forwards by the impatient prefTure of foc-^, 
needing c^awds. Tlvey pucfaed > headlong anct 
»ib^ with loofex)$4 t^iM aiid horriiig oiatcries^ 
You X. ' ii 
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CHAP, but if they fled, with i'cal or diffeftibled fear , the 
Iv. ardour of a purfuing foe was checked and chaftifed 
by the faitoe habits of irregular fpeedand fudden 
evolution. In the abufe of vidory , they aftoniih. 
cd Europe, y^ct ftiAifiting from the wounds of 
the Saracen and the Dane : mercy they rareJy 
aiked , and more rarely befto^ed ; both fex^s 
■Were accufcd as equally inacceflible to pity , and 
their appetite for raw flefh might countenance 
the popular tale ; that they drank the blood and 
feaftcd on the hearts of th^ flain. Yet the Hun- 
garians were not devoid of thofe principles of 
juftice and humanity , which nature has implanted 
in every bofom. The licence of public and pri* 
vate injiaries was reftrkined by laWsand punilh* 
mentsj and in thefecurity of an open'camp, theft 
is the moft tempting and moft dangerous o£Fence. 
Among the Barbarians, there were many, whofe 
fpontaneous virtue fupplied their laws and cor-^ 
reded their manners , who performed the duties , 
and iytnpathifed with the affedions, of focial 
life, 
titMiih. After a long pilgrimage of flight or vidory , 

ment and to. the Turkilh hords approached the <s^n>m<>n limits 
HuBgariam,* ^^ ^^^ Frcnch and Byzantine empires. Their firft 
A. o. 8S9. conquefls and final fettJements extended on cither 
fide of the Danube above Vienna, below Belgrade, 
and beyond the meafure of the Roman province 
of Pannonia , or the modern kingdom ^ Huo» 
^ary '\ That ample and fertile land was loofely 
occupied by the Moravians, a SclaVei^ian name 
ttad tribe , ^hich y^ttc 4iiv€n by the invaden 
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into the compafs of a narrow province. Charle-n c tt a'K 
niagn^ had llretched a vague and nominal empire ^v- 
as far as the edge of Tranfylvania; but, after 
the failure of his legitimate line, the dukes of 
Moravia forgot their obedience and tribute to 
the monarchs of Oriental France. The baftard 
Arnulph was provoked to invite the arms of the 
Turks ; they rufhed through the real or figurative 
wall, which his indifcretion had thrown*open; 
and the Icing of Germany has been juftly re- 
proached as a traitor to the civil and ecclefiaftical 
ibciety of the Chriftians* During the life of 
Arnulph, the Hungarians were checked by grati-A. a ^••^ 
tude br, fear j but in the infancy of his fon Lewis *** 
they difcovered and invaded Bavaria } and fuch 
was their Scythian (peed ^ that in a fingle day a 
circuit of fifty miles was ftript and confamcd. lit 
the battle of Augiburgh the Chriftians maintained 
their advantage till the fevcnth hour of the day: 
they were deceived and vanquifhed by the flying 
ftratagems of the Turkifli cavalry- The confia* 
gration fpxead over the provinces of Bavaria, 
Swabia , and Franconia ; and the Hungarians ** 
promoted the reign of anarchy , by forcing the 
ftouteft barons to dilcipline their vaJ£ds and 
fortify their caftles. The origin of walled towny 
is afctibed to this calamitous period ; nor coul<i 
any diftance be fecyrc againfl art cn^my , who^ * 
aimod: at the fame inf^ant , laid in a(he^ thf 
Helvetian monaftery of St. Gall , and the city o( 
Bremen , on the fhores of the northern ocean^ 
Above thirty . years the GerxQanic empire of 

H s 



159(^'»^ ^ 



loo THE DECLINE AND FALL*^ 

c H A F. kingdom was fubjeA to the ignominy of tribute; 
Lv. and refiflance was difarmcd by the menace, the 
ferious and efFeftual menace , of dragging the' 
women and children into captivity , and of 
flaughtering the males above the age of ten years. 
I have neither power nor inclination to fdllow* 
the Hungarians beyond the Rhine ; but I niuft 
obferve with furprife, that the fouthern provinces 
of France were blaftcd by the tempeft, and that 
Spain , behind her Pyrenees , was aftoniflied at 
the approach x)f thefe formidable ftrangers '*: 

A. D. 900. The vicinity of Italy had tempted their early 
inroads ; but , fropi their camp on the Brenta -^ 
tl^ey beheld with fome terror the apparent 
ftrength and populoufnefs of the new-dit 
covered country. *They requefted leave to 
retire; .their lequeft was proudly rejedled by 
the Italian king; and the lives of twenty thou- 
' fand Cbriftians paid the forfeit of his obftinacy 
• and rafljncfe. Among the cities of the w:eft , the 
royal Pavia was confpicuous in fame and fplen* 
dour ; and the pre-eminence of Rome itfelf was 

I. D. 914. only derived from the relics of the' apoftles. The 
' Hungarians appeared ; Pavia was in flames; forty*, 
rfiree churches were confumed; and, after* the 
mafiacre of the people , they fpared about two 
hundred wretches , who had gathered fomc 
^ buflwls, of gold and filvcr (a vague exaggerah 
tion ) from the fmoking ruins of their country. 
In thefe annual, excurfions. from the Alps to the 
neighbourhood of Rome and Capua, the churches, 
that yet cfcaped, refoundcd with a fearful litany»i 
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.^* O fave and deliver us from the arro\vrs of the c H A F.' 
:^ Hungarians ! " But the faints -were deaf or j;t* 
juexorable; and the torrent rolted fbrwards, till 
it was ftopped by the extreme land of Calabria **. 
.A compofition was offered and accepted for the 
liead of each Italian fubjed; and ten buihels of 
iilver were poured forth in the Turkifli camp. But • • 

falfehood is the natural antagonift of violence; 
and the robbers were defrauded both in the 
iiumbers of the alTeflment and the ftandard of 
th^ metal On the fide of the Eaft thi Hungarians 
were oppofed in doubtful cohflidt by the equal 
Arms of the Bulgarians , whofe faith forbade an 
^alliance with the Pagans^ and whofe fituatio^ 
formed the barrier of the Byzantine empire. The ^ d. ^2^ 
.barrier was overturned ; the emperor of Conftan- 
tinople beheld the waving banners of the Turks ; 
and one of their boldeft warriors prefumed to 
flrike a battle-axe into the golden gate; The arts 
and treafures of the Greeks diverted the affault; 
but the Hungarians might boaft in their retreat, 
that they had impofed a tribute" on the fpirit of 
Bulgaria and the majefty of the Csefars **. The 
remote and rapid operations of the fame cam- 
paign, appear to magnify the power and numbers 
of the Turks ; . but their courage is moft defcr- 
ving of praife , fmce a light troop of diree or 
four huodred horfe would often attempt and 
execute the moft daring inroads to the gates, 
of Theffalonica and Conftantinople. At this 
difaftrous sera of the ninth and tenth centuries, 
Europe i^as afflided by a triple fcourge from 
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the North, dicEaft, and the South: the Norman, 
the Hangarian, and the Saracen, foroeUmes trod 
the (ame ground of defolation ; and thefe favage 
foes might have been compared by Homer to 
^e two lions growling over the carcafe of a 
OTaiigled ftag **• 

The deliverance of Germany and ChriftendpoiL 
was atdifcved by the Saxon princes , Henry 
the Fowler and Otho the Great , who , in two 
memorable battles , for ever broke the power of 
the Hungarians **. The valiant Henry was 
Voufcd from a bed of ficknefs by the invafion of 
•his country: but his mind was vigorous and his 
prudence Xiiccefsful. "- My companions, " faid he 
"oa the niorning pf the combat , " maintain your 
^ rank», receive on your bucklers the rtrft arrows 
^ of tht Pagans , and prevent their fecond dif- 
*^ charge by the equal and rapid career of your 
*^ lances. " They obeyed and conquered : and 
"the hiftOrical pidure Of the caftle of Merfeburgh, 
expreffed the featiires , or at leaft the charader , 
of Henry, Vbo, in ^n age of ignorance, entrufted 
to the finer ^rts the 'perpetuity of his name "• 
'At tb% end M tweftty years, the children of the 
Turks who had fallen by his fword invaded the 
empire O^f hiiJ fon ; and their force is defined , in 
the loWeft eftiihate , at one hundred thoufand 
hdrfe. They \vefe invited by domeftic fadion; 
the gates- of Germany were'trfeadheroufly unlocked, 
• and l:hey %)tead far beyond the Rhiiie and t'he 
Meufe, into the heart of lil^iider?. But the vigour 
mid ii'udence bf XDtho 'difpelled the canfpiracy ; 
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t\it princes were made fenfible, that unlefs thejr chap. 
%viere true to each other, their feligion and country I-V. 
'were irrecoverably loft; and tb^ national powers 
were reviewed in the plains of Auglburgh. They 
marched and fought in eight legions, according 
to the divifion of provinces and tribes; the firft, 
fecond, and third, were compofed of Bavarians; 
the fourth of Franconians ; the fifth of Saxons , 
under the immediate command of the monarch ; 
the fixth and feventh confifted of Swabians ; and 
the eighth legion, Sf a thoufattd Bohemians* 
clofed the rear of the boft. The refources of 
difcipline and valour were fortified by the arts 
of fuperftition , which , on this occafion , may 
deferve the epithets of generous and falutary. 
The foldiers were purified with a faft ; the camp 
was bleffed with the relics of faintjs and martyrs; 
and the Chriftian hero girded on his fide the 
fword of Conftantine , grafped the invincible 
fpear of Charlemagne, and waved the banner 
of St. Maurice , the praefeft of the Theb«an 
legion. But his firmeft confidence was placed in 
the holy lance ", whofe poitit was fafhioned of 
the nails of the crofs , aqd which bis father had 
extorted from the king of Burgundy, by tht 
threats of war and the gift of a province. The 
Hungarians were expcded in the front ; they 
fccretly paffed the Lech , a river of Bavaria that 
iajls into the Danube ; turned the rear of the 
Chriftian army ; plundered the baggage , and 
difordered the legions of Bohemia and Swabia. 
The battle was teftored byj the FVaneonianii 

H4 
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C H A. Pi whofe duke , the valiant Conrad, was^pierceti 
I.V. 'with an arrow as he refted from his fatigues:, the 
Saxons fought under the eyes 6f their king; and 
his yidpry furpaffed , in merit and importance % 
the triumphs of the laft two hundred years. The 
lofs of the Hungariaiis was ftill greater in the 
flight than in the adion ; they were encompaffed 
^)y the rivers of Bavaria ; and their paft cruelties 
excluded them from the hope of mercy. Three 
Capfive princes were hanged at Ratifbon , the 
multitude of prifoners was flain or mutilated » 
and the fugitives, who prcfumed to appear in 
the face of their country , were condemned to 
eyerlafting poverty and difgracc '*. Yet the 
Cpirit of the nation was humbled , and th^ moft 
accefTible paffes of Hungary were fortified with 
a ditch' and rampart. Adverfity fuggcfted the 
counfel^i of moderation and peace : the robbers 
qf the Weft acquiefced in a fedentary life; and 
the next generation was taught by a difcerning^ 
prince , that far more might be gained h^ 
Hiiiltiplying and exchanging the produce of a 
fruitful foil. The native race , the Turkifh or 
FcQnic blood , was mingled with new colonies 
of Scythian or Sclavonian origin ** ;^ many 
thoufands of robuft and induftrious captives had 
been imported from all the countries, of Europe *'; 
gnd after the marriage of Geifa with a Bavarian 
princefs , he bcftowed honours and eftates on 
the- nobles of Germany *\ The.fon of Geif^ 
was invefted with the regal title , ^nd the houfc 
qf.Arpad reigned three hundred years in tho 
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fclngdom of Hungary. But thcfrecborn Barbarians chip* 
were not dazzled by the luftrc of the diadem, lv. 
and the people afferted their indefeafible right of 
chufing, depofmg, and guniihing the hereditary 
fcrvant of the ftate. 

III. The name of Russians ** was firft dir origin of Ae 
yulged , in the ninth century, by an embaCfy ^"®" "**" 
from Theophilus, emperor of the Eaft,^to the 
emperor of the Weft, Lewis, the fon of Charle- 
jnagne. The Greeks were accompanied by the 
envoys of the great duke, or chagan, or czar^ 
of the Ruffians. In their journey to Confianti- A. d. 8|». 
jiople, they had traverfed many hoftile nations; 
and they hoped to efcape the dangers of their 
return by requefting the French monarch to 
tranfport them by fea to their native country. A 
clofer examination detedled their origin : they 
w^ere the brethren of the Swedes and Normans i 
whofe name was already odious and formidable 
in France; and it might juftly be apprehended 
that thefe Ruffian ftrangers were' not the mef- 
fcngers of peace, but the croiffaries of war. 

.They were detained, while the Greeks were 
difmiiTed ; and Lewis expeAed a more fatisfadory 
account, that he might obey the law§ of hofpi- 
tality or prudence , according . to the intcreft of 
both empires **. This Scandinavian origin o^ 
the people, or at leaft the princes, of Ruffia, 
njay be confirmed and illuftrated by the national 
annals ** and the general hiftory of the North. 

.,The Normans, who had fo long been concealed 
by a veil of jn;ipenetrable darkncfs , fuddenly a 
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CHAP, burft forth in the fpirit of naval and tniHtaty 
^ IV. ^titcrprife. Thfe vaft , and , as it is faid , the 
populous, regions of Denmark, Sweden, and 
Norway, were crowded with indejycndcnt chief- 
tains and defperate adventurers, who fighed iii 
the lazinefs of peace, and fmiled in the agonies 
bf death. Piracy was the cxercife, the trade', 
^ the giory, and the virtue, 6f the Scandinavian 

youth. Impatient of a bleak climate and narroM^* 
limits, they ftarted from the banquet, grafped 
their /arms, foutided their horn, afccnded theit 
veflTels, and explored every coaft that prortiifed 
cither fpoil or fettlcment. The Baltic was the 
firft fcfcne bf their naval atchievements ; they 
vifited tht taftcrn fliores , the filent refidence of 
Fennic and Sclavonian tribes, and the primitive 
Ruffians of the lake Ladoga paid a tribute, tht 
{kins of white fc^uirrels , to thcffc ftrangcrs , whom 
they faluted with the title of Varanffions^* ov 
Corfairs. Their fuperiority in arms, difdpline, 
and renown , commanded the fear and reverence 
of the natives.- In their wars againft the more 
inland favages, the Varangians condefcended to 
ferve as friends and auxiliaries, and gradually, 
by choice or conqueft, obtained the dominion 
of a people whom they were qualified to proted. 
Their tyranny was expelled , their valour was 
A. D. 861* ^gain recalled, till at length, Ruric, a Scandi- 
navian chief, became the lather of a dynafty 
which reigned above feveh hundred years. His 
brothers extended his inJBlilente : the example- 
of fcrvice and ufurpation was imitated by his 
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companions in the fouthern provinces oF Ruflia; o II A f^ 
and their eftablifhmeots, by the ufoal methods iv, 
6i war and aflaffination , were cemented into 
the fabric of a powerful monarchy. 

As long as the defcendants of Ruric vrcre eon- The vatan- 
fidered as aliens and conquerors, they ruled by £'*"•**' ^^•^ 
the fword of the Varangians , diftributed cftateg 
and fubjeds to their faithful captains , and fup- 
plied their numbers with fre(h ftreams of ad- 
venturers from the Baltic coaft *'.* But when 
the Scandinavian chiefs had ftruck a deep and ^ 

permanent root into the foil, they mingled with 
the Ruffians in blood, religion, and language » 
and the firft Waladimir had the merit of deliver^ 
ing hi$ country from thefe foreign mercenaries. 
They had feated him on the throne; his riches 
were infufficient to fatisfy their demands; but 
they liftened to his pleafing advice, that they 
ihould feck , not a more grateful , but a more 
wealthy, mafter; that they fhould embark for 
Greece, where, inftead of the fkins of fquirrels, 
filk and-^gold would be the recompence Of their 
fervice. At the fame time the Ruffian "prince 
adraonifhed his Byzantine ally to difperfe and 
employ, to recompenfe arid reftrain, thefe imt 
petuous children of the North. Conteriiporary 
writers have recorded the introdudion , name, 
and charader, of the Varangians i^ edich day they 
rofe in confidence jmd ^fteerti; the whole body 
was afleriibled at Cdhftiantihople >to perform the 
;duty of guards ; and their l^rehgth ivas recruited 
hy a num*ous band ^f their (tountrymen from 
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6*H A Pi the ifland of Thule. On this occafion, thfe vague 
xy« appellation of Thqle is applied to England; and 
the new Varaqgians were a colony of Englifb 
and Danes who fled from the yoke of : the 
. Norman conqueror. The habits of pilgrimage 
-and piracy had approximated the countries of 
the earth ; thefe exiles wet.e entertained in the 
Byzantine court ; and they preferved , till the 
laft age of the empire, the inheritance of fpotlefs 
loyalty, and the ufe of the Danifh or tnglifli 
tongue. With their broad and double-edged 
battle-axes on their fhoulders, they attended the 
Qreek emperor to the temple^ the fenate, and 
the hippodrome; he flcpt and feaftcd under their 
trufty guard; and the keys of the palace, the 
treafury, and the capital, were held by the firm 
and faithful hands of the Varangians **. 
Geof:r«phy In the tenth century, the geography of Scythia 

Ruflu**'* *^ ^^ extended far. beyond the limits of ancient 
A. D,\.%o. knowledge ; and the monarchy of the Ruffians 
obtains a vafl: and confpicuous place in the map 
of Conftantine *'. The fons of Ruric were 
snafters of the fpacious province of Wolodomir, 
or Mofcow; and, if they were confined on that 
fide by tjie hords of the Eaft , their weftcrn 
frontier in thofe early days was enlarged to the 
Baltic fea and the country of the Pruffians. Their 
fiorthern reign afcended above the fixtieth degree 
of latitude, over the Hyperborean regions, which 
fancy had peopled with monfters , or clouded 
vrith jcternal darknefs. To the fouth they fol- 
lowed the courfe of the Boryft^enes , and 
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approached vrith that .river the neighbourhood g h a ?• 
of the Euxine fea. The tribes that dwelt, or xy. 
"wandered, in this ample circuit were obedient 
to the fame conqueror, and infcnfibly blended 
into the fame nation. The language of Ruifia 
is a dialed of the Sclavonian; but, in tlie tenth 
century, thefe twa modes of fpeech were dit 
ferent from each other; and, as the Sclavonian 
prevailed in the South , it may be prefumed that 
the original Ruflians of the North, the primitive 
fubjeds of the Varangian chief, were a portion 
of the Fennic race. With the emigration , union, 
or diffolution, of the wandering tribes, the loofc 
and indefinite pidure of the Scythian defert has 
continually fhifted. But the moft ancient map 
of Ruffia affords fome' places \^hich flill relaih 
, their name and pofition; and the two capitate, 
Novogorod •* and Kiow '', are coeval with the 
firft age of the monarchy. Novogorod had not 
yet defcrved the epithet of great, nor .the al- 
liance of the Hanfeatic league^ which diiFL>fed 
the ftreams of opulence and the principles q£ 
freedom. Kiow could not yet boaft of -diroe 
hundred churches, an innumerable people, an4 
a degree of greatnef$ and fplendour, which wsis 
compared with Cpnftantinoplc by thofe who 
had never feen the refidence of the Caefars. la 
their origin, the two cities were no more than 
camps or fairs , the moO; convenient ftations ia 
which the Barbarians might aflcmble for the 
occafional bufmefs of war or trade. Yet even 
thefe affeipblie^ announce fome progref$ ia tba 
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CRAP, arts of fociety; a hew breed of cattle was irti* 
tv. ported from the fouthern provinces ; and the 
fpirit of commercial entcrprife pervaded the fca 
and land from the Baltic to the Euxine, from 
the mouth of the Oder to th# port of Conftanti- 
«ople. In the days of idolatry and barbarifm, 
-the Sclavonic city of Julin was frequei^ted and 
enriched by the Normans,, who had prudently 
fecured a free mart of purchafe and exchange ^*- 
JRrom thi> harbour, at the entrance of the Oder, 
the cqriair, or merchant , failed in forty^tbree 
days to the eaftern ihores of the Baltic, the mofl 
diAtnt nations were intermingled , and the holy 
•groves of Gurland are /aid to have been decorated 
yrith Grccmn and Spanifh gold *'. Between the 
^&a and Novogorod an eafy intercourfe was dif- 
eovered; in the fummer, through a gulf, a lake^ 
'and a navigable river ; in the winter feafon , 
:ove# the har<l and level furface of boundie& 
-fnows. From th? neighbourhood of that city, 
^ the Ruffians defcended the {Ireams that fall into 
the Botyfkhenes; their canoes, of a finglc tree, 
'were laddn with flaves of every age , furs of 
Wery ^ec^es, the fpoil of their bee hives, and 
the hides of their cattle ; and the vf hole produce 
of the North was ^oUeded and difcfaarged in the 
magazines of Kiow. The month of June was 
the ordinary feafon of the departure of the fleets 
the timber of the canoes was framed into tlie 
oars and benches of more folid and capacious 
-boits ; and they proceeded without obftacle down 
ithe doryftbenes, as far as the feven or thirteen 
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ndges of rocks , which traverfe the bed , and chap. 
precipitate the waters , of the river. At th% iv. 
more ihallow falls it was fiijOBcient tp lighten tha 
veffels; but the deeper cat^ra^^ were impaffabJe; 
and the mariners, who <lragg$d thw yeOeis an4 
their flaves fix miles gv^r land, werp -expofed. 
in this toilfome journey to the robbers ,pf th% 
defert *\ At the firft ifland belpw th^ fellsi, th^ 
Rtiflians celebrated the feftival of their ^(c^pe;. 
at a fccond, near the mQu|h Qf the riv^r, tbey» 
repaired their fli4t|ered veflfelg for the longer a^d 
more perilous voyage of the Blaf^k S«a. If they 
fteered along the co^ft, the Danube was acce(- 
Cble ; with a fair wind they gould reach in 
thirty-fix or forty hours tbe oppofite AlQres Qi 
Anatolia; and Conilantinopl^ ^dj^itt^d the aqh 
nual vifit of tKe ftrangers af thp North- Th^yi 
returned at the flaied f^afop witb a m\\ Qargo: 
of corn , wine , and oil , the manufaftvir?$ /p| 
(jrreece, and the Ipices of India^ Some pf ^thi^ii! 
cpuntrymen xefided in th$ capital and provin^c^ ; 
and the national Ixeaties piX^f^d fh^ p$r(bp6^ 
cffedls, and privileges, of iheRufl[iaa ojercbanit ■'. 

But ^Q lame commumcati^in whi^h bad i>^a Xavai expe« 
opened fca: the benefit^ was. Jfoon afeaied for.l^hf^^'^^iS"' ®^*'** 
injury, of mankind. In a period ofoae bi^drc.d ^g" in*ft*coii. 
and ninety years ^ ib^ Ru£5afi3 madQ iE^iK a,tv^n^«*>pi«- 
tempcs to piufidcr dbtt tceafuces olConl^ntjinoples 
the event was vacioi^s ^ bui this mo^tiye , the; 
means, and the o^jicft, were the faai^ in ithe(e 
aaval expddidcBM ^\ The .Ruffian trgd^s had 
fut^ the Aagnitittmcc and lafkd Jibt lus^my «£ 
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C H A P» tikf fcity o£ the Caefors* A marvellous tale » abd 
J-v# a fcanty fupply, excited the defires of their favag^ 
countrymen : they envied the gifts of nature 
vrhich their climate denied ; they coveted the 
'works of art which they were too lazy to imitate 
and too indigent to pufchafe J the Vafangiacl 
princes unfurled the banners o£ piratical adventure^ 
^d their braveft foldiers were drawn from the 
nattions that dwelt in the northern ifles of thd 
Ocean ^^ The image of their naval armai^enttf 
was revived in the laft century, in the fleets of 
the Cofacks , which ifluad from the Boryfthenes,- 
to navigate the fame feas, for a fimilar pur« 
l^fe ". The Greek appellation of monoxyla^ or 
fingle. canoes, might be juftly applied to the hot* 
tom''6f their veCfeh. It was fcooped out of the 
long ftem of a beech or willow, but the flight 
and narrow foundation was raifcd and cpntinued 
on either fide wrth planks, till, it attained the 
length of fixty, and the height of about twelve, 
feet Thdfe boats were built without a deck* 
but with two ri]klder$ and a maft; to move With 
iail$ and oars ; and to contain from forty to 
feventy men, with their arms, and provifions 
of frefli water and iak fifli. The firft trial ol the 
Kufiians -was uiade with two hundred boats; 
but whea the national force was. werted, they: 
might arm again^ Gonflantkibpie a thotdknd or 
twelve hundred ■ vtffels. Their fleet was. not 
muck inf^or to the royal nav)r of Agamem^nooy 
but' it was magnified in the* eyes of fear to test 
#r fifte^ times the ^^^ propDi^Rm ^'m ftrengtb 

and 
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Jlnd numbers. Had the Greek emperors been chap, 
endowed with forefight to difcern, and vigour lv, 
to prevent , perhaps they might have fealed with 
a maritime force . the mouth of the Boryfthenes. 
Their indolence abandoned the coaft of Anatolia 
to the calamities of a piratical war , which , 
after an interval of fix hundred years , again 
infefted the Euxincj but as long as the capital 
was refpeded , the fuflferings of a diftant pro- 
vince , efcaped the notice both of the prince 
and the hiftorian. The ftorm which had 
fwept along from the Phafis and Trebizojid , 
at length burft on the Bofphorus of Thrace ; a 
ftreight of fifteen miles, in which the rude vcf- 
fels of the Ruffian might have been flopped 
and deftroyed by a more flcilful advcrfary. In 
their firfl: enterprife " under the princes of Kiow, The firft, 
they paffed, witjiout oppofition , and occupied ^' ^* •^^' 
the port of Conftantiriople in Ae abfencc of 
the emperor Michael , the fon of Theophilus. 
Through a crowd of perils, be landed at the 
palace -ftairs , and immediately repaired to a 
church of the Virgin Mary *\ By the advice 
of the patriarch, her garment, a precious relic, 
was drawn from the fandluary and dipped in the 
lea; and a feafonable teitipeft, which determined 
the retreat of the Ruffians, was devoutly afcribed 
to the mother of God*'. The filence of the Thef«yjnii, 
Greeks may infpire fome doubt of the truth, or*' ^' ^^' 
at leaft of the importance, of the fecond attempt 
by Oleg the guardian of the fons of Ruric **. 
A flrong barrier of arms and fortifications 
Vol X. * I 
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C-H A P. defended the Bofpborus: they were eluded by the 
Lv. ufoal expedient of drawing the boats over the 
iilhmus ; and this fimple operatljon is defcribed 
in the national chronicles , as if the Ruffian fleet 
had failed over dry laud with a briOc and favour- 
The third* able gale. The leader of the third armahient, 
A. i). 941* Ig6r, the fon of Ruric, had cbofen a moment 
6f weaknefs and decay, when the naval powers 
of the empire were employed againft the Saracens. 
But if courage be not wanting, the inftruments 
of defence are feldom deficient. Fifteen broken 
and decayed gallies were boldly launched againft 
the enemy; but inftead of the fingle tube of 
Greek fire ufually planted on "the prow , the 
fides and ftern of each veffel were abundantly 
fupplied with that liquid combuftible. The 
engineers were dextrous; the weather was pro- 
pitious ; , many thoufand Ruffians , who chofe 
rather to be frowned than burnt, leaped into 
the fea ; and thofe who efcaped to the Thracian 
fliore were inhumanly llaughtered by the peafants 
and foldiefs. Yet one third of the canoes efcaped 
into fhallow water; and the next fpring Igor 
yras again prepared to retrieve his difgrace and 
The fourth, claim his revenge '\ After a long peace, Jarof- 
A. D. 1043. |2^^5 ^ ^]jQ great-grandfon of Igor , refumed the 
fame projed of a naval invafion. A fleet, under 
the command of his fon , was repulfed at the 
entrance of the Bofphorus by the fame artificial 
flames. But in the rafhnefs of purfuit^the vanguard 
of the Greeks was encompaffed by an irrefiftiblc 
multitude of boats and men; their provifion of 
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fire^was probably cxlwnfted $ and twaity-fou^ c M A i>* 
galJies were either taken, funkj or deftroyed **: tv^* 

Yet the threats or cakraitics of a Ruffian NcgrtciatioM 
War were more frequently diverted by treaty *hecy'"' 
than by arms< In thcfe naval hoftilities , • 
every difadvantage was on the fide of thft 
Greeks : their favage enemy afforded no mercy; 
his poverty promifed no fpoil ; his impenetrable 
retreat deprived the conqueror of the 'hopes of 
revenge; and the pride or weaknefs of empire 
indulged an opinion, that.no honour could be 
gained or loft in the intercourfe with Barbarians. 
At firft their demands were high and inadmiffible, 
three pounds of gold for each foldier or mariner 
of the fleet: the. Ruffian youth adhered to the 
defign of cpnqiieft and glory; but the counfeh 
of moderation were recommended by tlfe hoary 
fages. ''Be content," they laid, ^* with the 
** liberal oflfers of Gxfar , is it not far better to 
" obtain without a combat, the poffeffion of 
^ gold, filver, filks, and all the otyefts of our 
^^'defires? Are we fure of vidlory? Can' we 
" conclude a treaty with the fea? We do not 
* tread on the land; we float on the abyfs of 
" water, and a common death hangs over our 
** heads '^'' Thie memory of thefc Ardic fleets 
that fecmed todefceod from thcf Polar circle, left 
A deep impreffion of terror on the Imperial city. 
By the vulgar of every rank , it was aflertcd atid 
believed , that an equcftriaii ftatue in the fquare 
of Taurus, was fccretly ihfcribcd with a pro- 
phecy, how the Ruffiiam, in tht laft dayi. 
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CHAP, flhiould become mafters of Conftantinoplc '*. In 
iv. pur own time, a Ruffian armament, inftead of 
failing from the Boryfthenes , has circumnavigated 
the continent of Europe ; and the Turkifh capi- 
tal has been threatened by a fquadron of ftrong 
t and lofty fhips of war, each of which, with its 

paval -Xcience and thundering artillery , could 
Jiave funk or fcattered an hundred canoes fudi 
as thofe of their anceftors. Perhaps the prefent 
generation may yet behold the accompli Ihm en t 
of the predidlion , of a rare predidion , of which 
" the ftyle is unambiguous and the date unquet 
jtionable. 
Reign of By land . the Ruffians were lefs formidable 

8waD>flavs. than by fea; and as they fought for the moft 
9^5-^973. part on foot, their irregular legions muft often 
have been broken and overthrown by the 
cavalry of the Scythian hords. Yet their grow- 
ing -towns, however flight and imperfed, pre- 
fented a flicker to the fubjedl and a barrier to 
the enemy:* the monarchy of Kiow, till a 
fatal partition , aflumed the dominion of the 
North ; find the nations from the Volga to the 
Danube w;fere fubdued or repelled by the armt 
:of Swatoflaus *^, the fon of Igor, the fon of 
Dleg, the Jon of Ruric. The vigour of his mind 
and body was. fortified by the hardfliips of a 
military and fayage life. Wrapt in a bear-flcin^ 
JSwatoflaus ufualJy flepc on the ground , his head 
reclining on. a faddle; his diet was coarfe and 
frugal, -and , like, ithe heroes of Horner'^', his 
meat ( it was often hprfeflefli ) wa« ^broiled, or 
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roafted on the coals. The excrcife of war gave c M a P. J 
(lability and difcipline to his army; and it may iv. 
be prefumed , that no foldier was permitted to 
tranfcend the luxury of his chief. By an embafTy 
from Nicephorus, the Greek ertiperor, 'he was 
moved to undertake' the conqueft bf Bulgaria', 
and a gift of fifteen hundred pounds of "gold 
was laid at his feet to defray the cxpence,' or 
reward the toils , of the expedition. An army 
of fixty thoufand men was aflembled an J em- 
barked ; they failed from the Boryfthcries to the 
Danube; their landing was efFeded on the M?efian 
fliore, and, after a fharp encounter, the Twords 
of the Ruffians prevailed againft the arrows of 
the Bulgarian horfe. The vanquilhed king funk ' ' 
into the grave ; his children were made captive ; 
and his dominions, as far as mount Hxmus, 
%vere fubdued or ravaged by the liorthern in- 
vaders. But inftead of relinquifhing his 'jprey, 
and performing his engagements , the Vahmgiah 
prince was more difpofed to advance than' to 
retire ; and , had his ambition been crowned with 
fuccefs , the feat of empire in that earl5r period 
might have been transferred to a more^ temperate 
and fruitful climate. S^atdffalis* erijoyed and' 
acknowledged the advantages of hii new pbfitiori, 
in which he could unite , by'.ex<fHartge 6r. rapine, 
the various produAibns of the eatth. ^Hy an eafy 
navigation he might draw fronWRuffia: the rtativc 
commodities of furs , wax, and hydromel: Hun- 
gary fupplled him with a breed of horfes atM 
the fpoils of t^ Weft; gnd Greece abounded 

I 3 
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c n A p, with gold> filver, and the foreign luxuries , 
lY* which. his poverty had afFedcd to difdain. The 
bands of Fatzlnacites, i^hozars, and Turks, re- 
paired to the ftandard of vidory; and the am* 
baflad9r of .Nicepliorus betrayed his truft, af- 
furned the purple, and promifed to flhare with 
his pew, alHes the treafures of the Eaftern world* 
From the banks of the Danube the Rufliaa 
prince pui fued his march as far as Adriii^nople ; 
a formal fmnmons to evacuate the Roman pro- 
vince was difraiffcd with contempt; and Swatof- 
lans fiercely replied, that Conltantinoplc might 
ipon expedl the prefence of an enemy and a 
tnaftcA-. ..... 

^is iiefeafc Nicephorus could no longer expel the mifchief 

by John zi- whicli he had ii^troduccd ; but his throne and 
a/o. ' wife w^re inherited by John Zimifces **, who, ifi 
570—973. a diminutive, body-,; poffeffed tlie fpirat and abili* 
tics pf aq h^ro. The fir<i vidory of his lieuten- 
aqts dcpriyf d the Ruflfians of their foreign al- 
lies!, t:>jve4>ty;tlyoii{i?ind' of whom were either de- 
ftroyed by the fword, or provoked to revolt, or 
ten3{X;edr to def?rt. Thrace was delivered, but 
feventy thpui^n^ J^^rb^ri^ns were ftill in arms; 
and the legipn^ tfaa^t had been recalled from the 
new conquefts. of Syria, prepared, with the 
return of the fpring , to march .under the ban- 
-ncrs of a* wadijce prince , who declared himfelf 
the friend and ^r^nger of the injured Bulgaria. 
The paSes of moynt Hae.naus had been left 
unguarded ; they were inftantly occupied ; the 
Roman vanguj^rd was.formed of .the immortals (^ 
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proud imitation of thf Perfian ftylc); the em- chap* 
peror led the mairl body of ten thoufand five ly. 
hundred foot; and the reft of his forces followed ' 

in flow and cautious array with the baggage and 
military engines. The firft exploit of Zimifces 
was the redudion of Marcianopolis , or Perifth- 
laba ^\ in two days : the trumpets founded ; the 
walls were foaled; eight thoufand five hundrc4 
Ruffians were put to the fword; and the fons 
of the Bulgarian king were refcued from an igno- 
minious prifon , and invefted with a nominal dia« 
dcm. After thcfe repeated lofTes , Swatoflaus re- 
tired to the ftrong poft of Driflra , on the banks 
of the Danube, and was purfued by an enemy 
who alternately employed the arms of celerity 
and delay. The Byzantine gd^lics afcended the^ 
rivtr; the legions completed a line of circum-» 
vallation; and the Ruffian prince was encompaf- 
fed i affaulted , and famifhed , in the fortifications 
of the camp and city. Many deeds of valour 
werci performed ; feveral dcfperate fallies were 
attempted; nor was it till afttfr a fiege of fixty- 
fivc days that Swatoflaus yielded to his adverfe 
fortune. The liberal terms which he obtained 
announce the prudence of the vidlor, who re- 
fpedled the valour, and apprehended the defpair, 
of an unconquered mind. The great duke of 
RuflGa bound himfelf by folemn imprecations to 
rclinquifli all hoftilc defigns ; a fafe paffage was 
opened for his return; the liberty of trade and 
. navigation was reftorcd ; a meafure of corn was 
diftributed to each of his foldiers; and the allow- 

I4 
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CHAP, ance of twenty -two tboufand meafurcs attefts^ 
IV. the lofs and the remnant of the Barbarians. After 
a painful voyage , they again reached the mouth 
of the Boryfthenes;- but their provifions were; 
cxhauftcd; the feafon was unfavourable; they 
paffcd the winter on the ice; and , before they 
could profccute their march, Swatoflaus was fur- 
prifed and oppreffed by the neighbouring tribes, 
with whom the Greeks entertained a perpetual 
and ufeful correfpondence ^\ Far different was 
the return of Zimifces , who was received in his 
capital like Camillus or Marius, the faviours of 
^ ancient 'Rome. But the merit of the vidory was 
attributed by the pious emperor to th^ mother 
of God ; and the image of the Virgin Mary , 
with the divine infant in her arms, was placed, 
on a triumphal car, adorned with the fpoils of 
war and the enfigns of Bulgarian royalty. Zimifces 
made bis public entry on horfeback; the diadem 
on his head , a crown of laurel in his band ; and 
Conftaatinople was aftonifhed to applaud the 
martial virtues of her fovereign ^*. 
Converaon Pbotius of Conftantinoplc , a patriarch whofe 

ofRufita, ambition was equal to his curiofity, congratu- 
'^^ lates himfelf and the Greek church on the con- 
Vcr-fion of the Ruffians ^'. Thofe fierce and 
bloody Barbarians had been perfuaded by the 
voice of reafon and religion , to acknowledge 
Jefus for their God , the Chriftian miffionaries 
for their teachers, and the Romans for their 
friends and brethren. His triumph was tranfient 
and pvetn^tur^. In the various fortune of their. 
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piratical adventures, fome Ruffian chiefs might chap. 
allow themfelves to be fprinkled with thcxV^atcrs lv. 
cf baptifm ; and a Greek bilhop with the name of 
ftietropolitan , might adminifter the facraments in 
the church of Kiow , to a congregation of flave^ 
and natives. But the feed of the Gofpel-.was 
fo wn on a barren foil : many were the apoftates, 
the converts were few ; and the baptifm of Olga 
may be fixed as the sera of Ruffian Chriftianity '*. 
A female, perhaps of the bafeft origin, who could 
revenge the deatfc', and affume the fceptre, of 
her hulband Igor , mud have be<n endowed wit^li . 
tbofe adlive virtues which command the fear^and 
obedience of Barbarians. In a moment of foreign 
and domeftic peace, (he failed irxyin ICiow to Coo- 
flantinople; and the emperor Conftantine For- jjaptifin of 
phyrogenitus has defcribed ;vvith minute diligepes oiga. 
the ceremonial of her reception in his capital afl4^- ^* ^"* 
palace. The fteps, the titles, the falutati6nsi 
the banquet, the prefents, were exquifitely ad- 
jufted , to gratify the vanity of the flranger, with 
due reverence to the fuperior majefty of the 
purple '^ In the facrament ol baptifm , fhe re- 
ceived the venerable name of the emprefs Helena; 
and her converfion might be preceded »or foir 
lowed by her uncle, two interpreters, fixteen 
damfels, of an higher, and eighteen of a lower 
rank, twenty -.two domeftics or minifters, and 
forty -four Ruffian merchants; who compofed the 
retinue of the great princefs Olga. Aft^ her . 
return to Kiow and Novogorod , fhe firmly per- 
Tifted in her new, religion ; but her labours in the 
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CHAP, propagation of the Gofpel were not crowned 
xv^ withvfoccefe; and both her family and nation 
adhered with obftinacy or indifference to the gods 
of their fathers. Her fon Swatoflaus was appre- 
benfive of the fcorn and ridicule of his compa- 
nioBS ; and her grandfon Wolodomir devoted his 
youthful zeal to rtiultiply and decorate the mo- 
numents of ancient worlhip. The favage deities 
of the North were fkill propitiated with human 
facrifices: in the choice of the vidlim, a citizen 
was preferred to a ftranger, a Chriftian to an 
' Holater; and the father, who defended his fon 
from the facerdotal knife, was involved in the 
fame/ doom by the ra^e of a fanatic tumult. Yet 
the lelfons and example of the pious Olga had 
made a deep, though fecret, impreflion on the 
Blinds of the prince and people: the Greek mif- 
fibnaries continued to preach, to difpute , and 
to' baptife ; and the ambaffadors or merchants of 
Ruflla compared the idolatry of the woods with 
the elegant fuperftition of Conftantinople. They 
had gazed with admiration on the dome of St. 
Sophia; the lively pidures of faints and martyrs, 
the riches of the altar, the number and veft- 
mGnts of the priefts , the pomp and order of the 
ceremonies ; they were edified by the alternate 
fucceffion of devout filence and harmonious fong; 
nor was it difficult to perfuade them , that a choir 
pi angels defcended each day from heaven to 
of Woiodo- • join in the devotion , of the Chriftians '*. But 
""^^ • the converfion of Wolodomir was determined or 

haftened by his dcfire of a Roman bride. At 
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the fame time^ and in the city of Cherfon, the chap. 
lites of baptifm and marriage were celebrated lv, 
by tbc Chriftiaii pontiff: the city he reftorcd to 
the emperor Bafil , the brother of his fpoufe ; but 
the brazen gates were tranfported, as it is faid, 
to Novogorod, and eredled before the firft church 
as a trophy of bis vidory and faith ". At hi^ 
defpotic command, Pcroun, the god of thunder, 
whom he had fo long adored, was dragged 
through the ftreets of Kiow; and twelve fturdy 
Barbarians battered with olubs , the misihapeti 
image , which was indignantly caft into the 
waters of the Boryfthfcnes. The edi<fl of Wolo- 
domir had proclainaed , that all who Ihould refufc 
the rites of baptifm would be treated as the ene- 
mies of God and their prince; and the rivers 
were inftantly filled with maay thoufands of obe- 
dient Ruffians , who acquiefced in the truth and 
excellence of a dodrine which had been em- 
braced by the great duke and his boyans. In the 
next generation, the relics of paganifra were 
finally extirpated; but as the two brothers of 
Wolodomir had died without baptifm, their bones 
were taken from the gf ave , and fandified by an 
irregular and ^ofthumous facramcnt 

In the ninth , tenth, and eleventh centuries ofchriftladftf ^ 
the Chriftian aera, the reign of the gqfpel and of °^'^* Noni,; 
the church, was extended over Bplgaria, Hun- soo— lioo, 
gary, Bohemia, Saxony, Denmark, Norway, 
Sweden , Poland , and Rpfiia '*. The triumphs 
of apoftolic zeal were repeaited in the iron ag^ of 
Cbriftianity j agid the northern and eaftcrn region! 



124 THE DECLINE A'ND FALL 

CHAP, of Europe fubmitted to a religion, more different 
tv. in theory than in pradlice , from the worlhip of 
their native idols. A laudable ambition excited 
the monks, both of Germany and Greece, to 
vifit the tents and huts of the Barbarians : poverty , 
liardfliips, and dangers, were the lot of the firft 
miffionaries; their courage was aftive and patient; 
their motive pure and meritorious; their prefent 
reward confifted in the teftimony of their confci- 
ence and the refpe<3; of a grateful people; but the 
fruitful harveft of their toils was inherited and 
enjoyed by the proud and wealthy prelates of 
fucceeding times. The firft converfions were free 
and Spontaneous: an holy life and an eloquent 
tongue were the only arms of the miflionaries ; 
but the domeftic fables of the Pagans were filericed 
^ by the miracles and vifions of the ftrangers; arid 
the favourable temper of the chiefs was accelerated 
by the didlates of vanity and intereft. The leaders 
of nations , who were faluted with the titles of 
kings and faints ^\ held it lawful and pious to 
impofe the Catholic faith on their fubjeds and 
neighbours: the coaft of the Baltic, from Holftein 
to the gulf of Finland , was invaded under the 
flandard of the crofs; and the reign of idolatry 
was clofed by the converfion of Lithuania in the 
fourteenth century. Yet truth and dandour muft 
acknowledge , that the converfionr of the North 
imparted many temporal benefits both to thie old 
and the new Chriftians. The rage of war , in- 
herent to the hutnaji fpecies , could not be healed 
by the evangelic precejiits of charity, and peace; 
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and the ambition of Catholic princes has renew- chap. 
cd in every age the calamities of hoftile conten- lv. 
tion. But the admiffion of the Barbarians into 
the pale of civil and ecclefiaftical focioiy deli- 
vered Europe from the depredations , by fea 
and land , of the Normans , the Hungarians , and 
the Ruffians, who learned to fpare iheir'^brethren 
and cultivate their poffeffions **. , The eftablifh- 
ment of law and order was promoted by the 
influence of the clergy; and the rudiments of art 
and fcience were introduced into the favage 
countries of the globe. The liberal piety of the 
Ruffian princes engaged in their fervice the moft 
fkilful of the Gi^eks, to decorate the cities and 
inftrudl the inhabitants : the dome and the paint- 
ings of St. Sophia were rudely copied in the 
churches of Kiow and NcPvogorod : the writings . 
of the fathers were tranflated into the Sclavonic 
idiom; and three hundred noble youths were in- 
vited or compelled to attend the lelTons of the 
college of Jaroflaus. It Ihould appear that Rut 
fia mfght have derived an early and rapid im- 
provement from her peculiar connedlion with the 
church and ftate of Conftantinople , which in 
that age fo juftly defpifed the ignorance of the 
Latins. But the Byzantine nation wasfervile, 
folitary , and verging to an hafty decline : after 
the fall of Kiow , the navigation of the Boryft- 
henes was forgotten , the great princes of Wolo- . » 
domir and Mcrfcow were feparated from the fea 
and Chriftendo.m ; and the divided monarchy 
was oppreffed by the ignominy and blindnels of 
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G H A P. Tartar ferVitude *\ The Sclavonic and Scahdi« 

IV. navian kingdoms, which had been converted bjr 

the Latin mitfionaries^ were expofcd, it is true, 

to the ij)iritual jurifdidlion and temporal claims 

' of the popes '* ; but they were united , in lan- 

guage and religious worfliip, with each other ^ 
and with Rome; they imbibed the free and ge- 
nerous fpirit of the European republic , and gra- 
dually fliared the light of knowledge which arofc 
on the weftcrn world. 
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CHAP. LVI. 

The Saracens^ Franks^ and Greeks^ in Italy. ^ Firjt 
Adventures and Settlement of the Normans. — . Cha- 
raSer and Conquefts of Robert Guifcard^ Duke of 
Apulia, — Deliverance of Sfcily by 'his Brother Ro^ 
ger. — ViSories of Robert over the Emperors of the 
Eaji and JVeJK — Roger^ King of Sicily^ invades^ 
Africa and Greece. — The Emperor Manuel Comne^ 
nus, — fVars of the Greeks and Normans. — JEr- 
iinSion of the Normans, 

JL HE three great nations of the world, the 
Greeks, the Saracens, and the Franks, encoun- 
tered each other on the theatre of Italy '. The 
fouthern provinces, which now compofe thcco„fl7ftof 
kingdom of Naples , were fubjedl, for the moft the Saracens, 
part, to the Lpmbard dukes and princes of ^^m-^^^^^^ ^^^ 
ventum *; fo powerful in war, that they check- Italy, 
ed for a moment the genius of Charlemagne; fo ^^' 
liberal in peace, that they maintained in their 
capital an academy of thirty-two philofophers 
aqd grammarians. The divifion of this flourijDhing 
ftate produced the rival prindipalities of Bene- 
vento, Salerno, and Capua; and the thought- 
lefs ambition or revenge of the competitors in- 
vited the Saracens to the ruin of their common 
inheritance. Duting a calamitous period of two 
hundred years, Italy was expofed to a repeti- 
tion of \Y0unds, which the invaders were not 
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x H A i\ capable of healing by the union and tranquillity 
LVi. of a perfedl conqucft. Their frequent and almoft 
annual fquadrons iffued from the port of Pal-ermo, • 
and were entertained with too much indulgence 
by the Chriftians of Naples: the more formi- 
dable fleets were prepared on the African coaft; 
and even the Arabs of i^ndalufia were fometimes 
tempted to affift or ^ppofe the Moflcras of an 
^adverfe fed. In the revolution, of human events, 
a new ambufcade was concealed in the Caudine 
forks , the fields of Cannae were bedewed a 
fecond time with the blood of the Africans 5 and 
the fovjsreign of Rome again attacked or defend- 
ed the walls of Capua and Tarentum, A colony 
of Saracens had been planted at Bari, which 
commands the entrance of the -Adriatic Gulf; 
and their impartial depredations provoked the 
refentment, and conciliated the union, of the 
two emperors. An ofFenfive alliance/was con- 
cluded between Bafil the Macedonian, the firft 
of his race, and Lewis, the great- gran dfon of 
Charlemagne ' ; and each party fupplied the deft* 
cicncies of his affociate. It would have been im- 
prudent in the Byzantine monarch to tranfport 
* his ftarionary troops of Afia to an Italian cam- 
paign ; and the Latin arms would have been in- 
fufficient, li his fuperior navy had not occupied 
the mouth of the Gulf. The fortrefs of Bari was 
invefted by the infantry of the Franks , and 
by the cavalry ^nd gallies of the Greeks; and» 
after a defence of four years,, the Arabian emir 
fubmitted to the clemency of Lewis , who 

cvmraanded 
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coftimanded in pcrfon the operations of the fiege. e h a r* 
This important conqueft had been atchieved by iVi. 
the concord of the Eaft and Weft; but their conqneft or 
recent amity was foon embittered by the mutual ^"jj'^ g^^^ 
complaints of jealoufy and pride. The Greeks 
afTumcd as their own the merit of the conqueft 
and the pomp of the triumph ; extolled the great- 
nefs of their powers, and affeded to deride 
the intemperance and floth of the handful of ' 
Barbarians who appeared under the banners o£ 
the Carlovingian prince* His reply is expreffed 
with the eloquence of indignation and truth: 
" We confefs the magnitude of your prepara* 
^ tions ," fays the great grandfon of Charlemagne* 
*' Your armies were indeed as numerous as a 
" cloud of fummer locufts, who darken the day^ 
** flap their wings, and, after a /hort flight, 
*' tumble weary and breathlefs to the grcfund. 
*' Like them, ye funk after a feeble effort; ye 
*' were vanquifhcd by your own Cowardice; 
^' and withdrew from the fcene of adlion to in* 
** jure and defpoil our Chriftian fubjeds of the 
*^ Sclav onian coaft* We were few in number, 
*' and why were we few ? becaufe , after a 
^^ tedious expedation of yout arrivJll , I had dif* 
^'^ miffed my hoft, and retained only a chofeii 
" band of warriors to continue the blockade df 
*^ the city. If they indulged their hofpitable 
" feafts in the face of danger and death, did 
^^ tbefe feafts abate the vigour of their entcrprife? 
*^ Is it by your fafting that the walls of Bari 
^" have been .overturned ? Did not tbefe valiant 
Vol. X. K 
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CHAP. " Franks, diminilhcd as they were by languor 
tvi* " and fatigue , intercept and vanquifh the three 
" inoft powerful emirs of the Saracens ? and did 
" not their defeat precipitate the fall of the city ? 
" Bari is now fallen; Tarentum trembles; Cala- 
^' bria will be delivered ; and, if we command 
^' the fea, the i|land of Sicily may be refcued 
" from the hands of the infidels. My brother ( a 
" name moft offenfive to the vanity of the Greeks), 
" accelerate your naval fuccours , refpedl your 
" allies , and diftruft your flatterers */* 
Kew pro- Thefe lofty hopes were foon extinguiflied by 

Grceks**L^^V ^^^ death of Lewis, and the decay of the Car- 
Italy. lovingian houfe ; and whoever might deferve 

A.D. 890. ^]^^ honour, the Greek emperors, Bafil, and his 
fonLeo, fecured the advantage, of the redudion 
of Bari. The Italians of Apulia and Calabria 
were perfuaded or compelled to acknowledge 
their fupremacy, and an ideal line from mount 
Garganus to the bay of Salerno, leaves the far 
greater part of the kingdom of Naples under the 
dominion of the Eaftern empire. Beyond that 
line, the dukes or republics of Amalphi ' and 
Naples, who had never forfeited their voluntary 
allegiance , rejoiced in the neighbourhood of 
♦ their lawful fovereign; and Amalphi was enriched 
by fupplying Europe with the produce and ma- 
nufadures of Afia. But the Lombard princes of 
Benevento, Salerno, and Capua *, were reluc- 
tantly torn from the commur^on of the Latin 
world , and too often violated their oaths of 
fervitude and tribute* The city of Bari rofe ta 
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dignity and wealth , as the metropolis of the chap, 
new theme or province of Lombardy; the. title lvi. 
of patrician, and afterwards the Angular name of 
Catapan ', was affigncd to the fupreme governor ; 
and the policy both of the church and ftate wa^ 
modelled in exadl fubordination to the throne of 
Conftantinopie. As long as the fceptre was dif- 
puted by the princes of Italy, their eftbrts were 
feeble and adverfe; and the Greeks refilled or 
eluded the forces of Germany, which defcended 
from the Alps unc^er the Imperial ftandard of the 
Othos. The lirft and greateft of thofe Saxon 
princes was compelled to relinquifli the fiege of 
Bari: the fecond, after the lofs of his ftouteft 
biQiops and barons , efcaped with honour .from 
the bloody field 5f Crotona. On that day the Defeat of 
fcale of war was turned againft the Franks by ^^'''^ "^• 
the valour of the Saracens *. Thefe corfairs had * ' ^^^' 
indeed been driven by the Byzantine fleets from 
the fortreffes and coafts of Italy; but a fenfe of 
intereft was more prevalent than fuperftition or 
refentment, and the Caliph of Egypt had tranf- 
ported forty thoufand Moflems to the aid of his 
Chriftian ally. The fucceffors of Bafil amufed 
themfelves with the belief, that the conqueft of 
Lombardy had been atchieved, and was ftill 
preferved, by the juftice of their laws, the vir- 
tues of their minifters, and the gratitude of a 
people whom they had rcfcued from anarchy 
and oppreffion. A feries of rebellions might dart 
a ray of truth into the palace of Conftantinoplc; 
and the illufions of flattery 'v^ere difpelled by 

Kz 
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CHAP, the cafy and rapid fucccfs of the Norman ad- 
ivi. Venturers. 
Anecdotes. The revolution of human affairs had produced 

in Apulia and Calabria 5 a melancholy contraft 
between the age of Pythagoras and the tenth 
centi^ry of the Chriftian /xra. At the former 
period , the coaft of Great Greece ( as it was 
then ftyled) was planted with free and opulent 
cities : thefe cities were peopled .with foldiers , 
artifbs, and philofophers ; and the military ftrength 
of Tarentum , Sybaris , or Crotona , was not 
inferior to that of a powerful kingdom. At the 
fecond xra , thefe once fliourifhing provinces 
were clouded with ignorance, impoverifhed by 
tyranny, and depopulated by Barbarian war; nor 
can we feverely accufe the exaggeration of a 
contemporary , that a fair and ample diftridl was 
reduced to the fame defolation which had covered 
the earth after the genejral deluge *. Among the 
hoftilities of the Arabs, the Franks, and the 
Greeks , in the fouthcrn Italy, I fhall feledt two 
or three anecdotes exprejQGve of their national 
A. D. B7Z- manners, i. It was the amufement of the Saracens 
to profane , as well as to pillage , the monaf- 
teries and churches. At the fiege of Salerno, a 
Mufulman chief fpread his couch on the commu- 
nion-table , and on that altar facrificed each night 
the virginity of a Chriftian nun. As he wreftled 
with a reludant maid, a beam in the roof was 
accidentally, or dextroufly thrown down on his 
head; and the death of the luftful emir was 
imputed to the wrath of Chrift, which was at 
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length awakened to the defence of his faithful c H A ?• 
fpoufe '*. 2. The Saracens befieged the cities of I'Vi* 
Beneventum and Capua: after a vain appeal to^*^' ^^^ 
the fucceffors of Charlemagne , the Lombards 
implored the clemency and aid of the Greek 
emperor ". A fearlefs citizen dropt from the 
walls , paffed the intrenchments , acco'mpJifbed 
his commiflion, and fell into the hands of the 
Barbarians, as he was returning with the welcome 
news. They commanded him to aflift their enter- 
prife , and deceive his countrymen with the 
aflurance that wealth and honours ihould be the 
reward of his falfehood , and that his fincerity 
would be punifhed with immediate death. He 
affedled to yield, but as foon as he was conducted ^ 

within hearing of the Chriftians on* the rampart, 
" Friends and brethren , " he cried with a loud 
'Voice, ^ be bold and patient, maintain the city; 
" your fovereign is informed of your diftrefs, 
^ and your deliverers are at hand. I know my 
^^ doom, and commit my wife and children to 
" your gratitude. " The rage of the Arabs con- . 
firmed his evidence; and the felf-devoted patriot 
was tranfpierced with an hundred fpears. He 
deferves to live in the memory of the virtuous, 
but the repetition of the fame ftory in ancient 
and modern times, may fprinkle fome doubts on 
the reality of this generous deed ". 3. The recitalA. D,9jo^ 
of the third incident may provoke a fmile amidft 
the horrors of war. Theobald, marquis of Came- 
riho and Spoleto '* , fupported the rebels of 
Beneventum ; and his ^wanton cruelty \^as not 
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CHAP, incompatible in that age with the charadker of 
IVh an hero. His captives of the Greek nation or 
party , were caftrated without mercy , and the 
outrage was aggravated by a cruel jeft, that he 
wflied to prefcnt the emperor with a fupply of 
eunuchs , the moft precious ornaments of the 
Byzantine court. The garrifon of a caftle had 
been defeated in a fally , and the prifoners were 
(entenced to the cuftomary operation. But the 
facrifice was difturbed by the intrufion of ai 
frantic female, who, with bleeding cheeks^ difhevel- 
led hair, and importunate clamours, compelled 
the marquis to liften to her complaiat. " Is it 
^ thus,** fbe cried, " ye magnanimous heroes , 
*' that ye wage war againft women , againft 
. ^ women who have never injured ye, and whpfe 
^ only arms are the diftaff and the loom ? * 
Theobald denied the charge , and protefted , 
that, fince the Amazons, he had never heard 
of a female war. " And how , " Ibe furioufly* 
exclaimed, ^' can you attack us more diredly, 
^' how can you wound us in a more vital part, 
^ than by robbing ouf hufbands of what we 
^* moft dearly cherifii, the fource of our joy$ 
^ and the hope of our pofterity ? The plunder 
'** of our flocks and herds I have endured without 
*' a murmur, but this fatal injury, thi?^ irreparable 
* lofe, fubdues my patience, and calls aloud on 
^ the juftice of heaven and earth. " A general 
laugh applauded her eloquence ; the favage 
Franks , inacceflibJe to pity , were moved by 
ber ridi9ulous, yet rational > ^cfpair^ aiicf with 
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tlic deliverance of the captives, fhe obtained the CH A P» 

reftitution of her cffeds. As flie returned in LVI. 

triutnph to the caftle , fhe was overtaken by a 

xneffenger, to enquire, in the name of Theobcild, 

what punifliment ihould be inflided on her huf- 

band, were he again taken in arms? " Should 

*' fuch, " (he anfwered without hefitation , " be - 

•* his guilt and misfortune, be has eyes, and a 

** nofe, and hands, and feet. Thefe are his own, 

^ and thefe he may deferve to forfeit by his 

" perfonal offences. But let my lord be pleafed 

*** to fpare what his little handmaid prefumes to 

** claim as her peculiar a^id lawful property. '*. " 

The cftablifhment of the Normans in the king- Orig:in of th% 
doms of Naples and Sicily '^ is an event moft J;°;™*"' *» 
romantic in its origin , and in its ^onfequences a, 0. loifl* 
moft important both to Italy and the Eaftern 
empire. The broken provinces of the Greeks, , 
Lombards , and Saracens , were expofed to every 
invader, and every fea and land were invaded 
by the adventurous fpirit of the Scandinavian 
pirates. After a long indulgence of rapine and 
flaughter , a fair and ample territory was ac* 
cepted, occupied, and named, by the Normans 
of France ; they renounced their gods for the 
God of the Chriftians '* ; and the dukes of 
Normandy acknowledged themfelves the vaffals 
of the fuccdfors of Charlemagne and Capet. The 
favage fiercenefs which they had brought from 
the fnowy mountains of Norway, was refined, 
without being corrupted, in a warmer climate, 
the companions of RoUo infenfibly mingled with 

K 4 
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C/ H A p, the natives ; they imbibed tbe manners , laa- 
lYh guage '^ , and gallantry, of the French nation; 
^nd, in a martial age, the Normans might claiai 
the palrh of valour and glorious atchievements. 
Of the fafliionable fuperftitions, they embraced 
'with ardour the pilgrimages of Rome, Italy, and 
the Holy Land. In this adive devotion, their 
minds and bodies were invigorated by exercife-: 
danger was the incentive , novelty the recom' 
pence: and the profped of the world was decor- 
ated by wonder,, credulity, and ambitious hope. 
They confederated for their mutual defence ; and 
the robbers of the Alps who had been allured 
by the garb of a pilgrim, were often chaftifed 
by the arm of a warrior. In one of thefe pious 
vifits to the cavern of mount Garganus in Apulia, 
which had been fandified by the apparition of 
the archangel Michael " , they were accoftcd 
by a ftranger in the Greek habit, but who fooa 
revealed himfelf as a rebel , a fugitive , and a 
mortal foe of the Greek empire. His name was 
IVIelo ; a noble citizen of Bari , who , after an 
unfuccefsful revolt, was compelled to. feek new 
allies and avengers of his country. The bold 
appearance of the Normans revived his hopes 
and folicited his confidence : they liflened to the 
complaints , and ftill more to the promifes ,^of 
the patriot. The affurance of wealth demonftrated 
the juftice of his caufe.; and they viewed as the 
inheritance of the brave , the fruitful land which 
was opprefTed by effeminate tyrants. On their 
return to Normandy, they kixidled a fpark of 
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cnterprife ; and a fmall but intrepid band was chap. 
freely aflbciated for the deliverance of Apulia. ivr. 
They pafied the Alps by feparate roads , and in 
the difguife of pilgrims; but in the neighbour- 
liood* of Rome they were faluted by the chief of 
Bari, who fupplied the more indigent with arms 
and horfes, and inftantly led th^m to the field 
of adlion. In the firft conflid, their valour pre- 
vailed; but in the fecond engagement they were 
overwhelmed by the numbers and military engines 
of the Greeks, and indignantly retreated with 
their faces to the enemy. The unfortunate Mclo 
ended his life , a fuppliant at the court of Ger- 
many : his Norman followers, excluded from their 
promifed land, wandered among the hills and 
, vallies of Italy, and earned their daily fubfiftencc 
by the fword. To that formidable fword, the 
princes of Gapua , Beneventum , Salerno , and 
Naples , alternately appealed . in their domeftic ^ 
quarrels ; the fuperior fpirit and difcipline of the 
Normans gave vidory to the fide which they 
efpoufed ; and their cautious policy obferved the . 
balance of power , left the preponderance of any 
rival ftate fliould render their aid lefs important 
and their fcrvice lefs profitable. Their firft afylum 
was a ftrong camp in the depth of the marlhes' 
of CaYnpania; but they were foon endowed by 
the liberality of the duke of Naples with a more 
plentiful and permanent feat. Eight miles from Foundation 
his refidence, as a bulwark againft Capua, the®*^^^^*^** 
.town of Averfa was built and fortified for their- ' * ^^''^' 
life ; and they enjoyed as their o^n , the corn - 
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G H A ?• and fruits, the meadows and graves, of that 
LVi. fertile diftrid. The report of their fucceCs attraded 
every year new fwarms of pilgrims and foldicrs: 
the poor were urged by neceffity ; the rich were 
excited by hope; and the brave and adlive fpirits 
of Normandy were impatient of eafe and ambiti-- 
ous of renown. The independent ftandard ©f 
Averfa afforded fhclter and encouragement to 
the outlaws of the province, to revery fugitive 
who had efcaped from the injuftice or juftice jof 
Jiis fuperiors; and thefe foreign affociates were 
quickly affimilated in manners and language to 
the Gallic colony. The firft leader of the Nor* 
mans was count RainuJf; and in the origin of 
fociety, pre-eminence of rank is the reward and 
the proof of fuperior merit '*. 
The Nor. Since the conqucft of Sicily by the Arabs, the 

Tn^sLi?"^^* Grecian emperors had been anxious to regain 
A. D. i038. that valuable pofTeflQon ; but their efforts , how- 
ever ftrenuous, had been oppofe^ by the diftanco 
and the fea. Their coftly armaiipents, after a 
y gleam of fuccefs , added new pages of calamity 
and difgrace to the Byzantine annals : twenty 
thoufand of their beft troops were loft in a •finglc 
expedition; and the vidorious Moflems derided 
the policy of a natidn, which entrufted eunuchs 
not only with the cuftody of their wometi bub 
with the command of their men **. After a reigtt 
of two hundred years , the Sajracens were ruined- 
by their divifions *\ The emir difclaimed thc: 
v*./ authority oi the king of Tunis ; the people rqfe 

ag^aft the emir 9 the cities ^irere ufurped by the 
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cliiefs; each meaner rebel was independent in his c h a p. 
Village or caftle; and the weaker of two rival Lvi. 
brothers implored the friepdihip of the Chriftians. 
In every fcrvice of danger the Normans were 
prompt and ufeful ; and five hundred knights^ ox 
warriors on horfeback, were enrolled by Arduin^ 
the agent and interpreter of the Greeks, under 
the ftandard of Maniaccs governor of Lombardy, 
Before their landing, the brothers were reconcilecf; 
the union of Sicily and Africa was reftored; and 
the ifland was guarded to the water's edge. The 
Normans led the van, and the Arabs of Medina 
felt the valour of an untried foe. In a fecond 
adion the emir of Syracufe was unhorfed and 
tranfpierced by the iron arm of William of 
Hauteville. In a third engagemeat his intrepid 
companions difcomfited the hoft of fixty thoiv 
fand Saracens, and left the Greeks no more thaa 
the labour of the purfuit: a fplei:Hid vidory; 
but of which the pen of the hiftorian m.iy divide 
the merit with the lance of the Normans. It is» 
however, true that they effentialiy promoted the 
fuccefs of IVlaniaces, who reduced thirteen cities 
and the greater part of Sicily under the obedience 
of the emperor. But his military fame was fuUied 
by ingratitude and tyranny. In the divifion of 
the fpoil, the deferts of his brave auxiliaries wer^ 
forgotten ; and neither their avarice nor their 
pride could brook this injurious treatment. They 
complained, by tlie mouth of their interpreter: 
their complaint was difregarded; their interpre- 
ter wa^ fcourgcdi the fufferiags were hisy the 
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c H A ?. infult and rcfentment belonged to thofe whofc 
LVi. fentimcnts he had delivered. Yet they diffembled 
till they had obtained j or ftolen , a fafe paffage 
to the Italian continent: their brethren of Averfa 
fympathifed in their indignation, and the pro- 
vince of Apulia was invaded as the forfeit of the 
Their con. debt ". Abovc twenty years after the firft emi- 
q«eit ofApu.^^^^j^^ , the Normans took the field with 
A. D. no more than feven hundred horfe and five 
I040— 1043- hundred foot; and after the recall of the Byzan^ 
tine legions *' from the Sicilian war , their 
numbers are magnified to the amount of three- 
fcore thoufand men. Their herald propofcd the 
option of battle or retreat ; " of battle , " was 
the unanimous cry of the Normans; and one of 
their ftouteft warriors, with a ftroke of his fift, 
felled to the ground the horfe of the Greek 
meffenger. He was difmifled with a frelh horfe; 
the infult was concealed from the Imperial troops; 
but in two fucceflive battles they were more 
fatally inftruded of the prowefs of their adverfa- 
ries. In the plains of Cannae, the Afiatics fled 
before the adventurers of France; the duke of 
Lombardy was made prifoner ; the Apulians 
acquiefced in a new dominion ; and the four 
places of Bari, Otranto, Brundufium, and Taren- 
tum , were alone faved in the Ihipwrcck of the 
Grecian fortunes. From this sera we may date the 
eftabhihmcnt of the Norman powfer , which foon 
eclipfed the infant colony of Averfa. Twelve 
counts ** were chofen by the popular fuffrage ; 
and age , birth , and merit, yf^tt the motives of 
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their choice. The tributes of their peculiar diftridls chap. 

were appropriated to their ufe; and each count lvi. 

ereded a fortrefs in the raidft of his lands , and 

at the head of his vaffals. In the centre of the 

province, the common habitation of Melphi was 

referved as the metropolis and citadel of the 

republic ; an houfe and feparate quarter was 

allotted to each of the twelve counts; and the 

national concerns were regulated by this military 

fenate. The firft of his peers, their prefident and . 

general, was entitled count of Apulia; and this 

dignity was conferred on William of the iron 

arm, who, in the language of the age, is ftyled 

a lion in battle, a lamb in fociety, and an angel 

in council *'. The manners of his countrymen are ciuriaerof 

fairly delineated by a contemporary and national ^'^^N^'^a"*- 

hiftorian **. " The Normans, " fays Malaterra, 

" are a cunning and revengeful people; eloquence 

" and diffimulation appear to be their hereditary 

" qualities: they can (loop to flatter; but unlefs 

" they are curbed by the reftraint of law, they 

" indulge the licentioufnefs of nature and paflion. 

" Their priiices affedl the praifc of popular muni- 

" ficence ; the people obferve the medium , or 

" rather blend the extremes , of avarice and pro- 

" digality; and, in their eager thirft of wealth and 

" dominion, they defpife whatever they ;joffefs,and 

" hope whiatever they defire: Arms and horfes, the 

•^ luxury of drefs, the exercifcs of hunting and haw-. 

" king*^ , arc the delight of the Normans ; but, on 

*^ preffing occafions , they can endure with incre- 

" dible patience the inclemency of every climate, 

" and the toil and abftinencc of a military life **. " 
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cit A P» The Normans of Apulia were feated on the 
Lvi. verge of the two empires; and, according to 
0|>preffionof, the policy of the hour, they accepted the invefti- 
A^^u^io^s *^"^*^ ^f ^^^^^ lands from the fovereigns of Ger- 
*«• many or Conftantinople. But the firmed tiile 

of thefe adventurers was the right of ronqucft: 
they neither loved nor trufted; they were neither 
trufted nor beloved: the contempt of the princes 
was mixed with fear, and ihe fear of the native^ 
• was mingled witli hatred and refentment. Every 
objedl of defire, an horfe, a woman, a garden, 
tempted and gratified the rapacioufnefs of the 
ftrangers ** ; and the avarice of their chiefs was 
only coloured by the more fpecious names of 
5imbition and glory. The twelve counts were 
fometimes joined in a league of injuftice: in 
' their domeftic quarrels they difputed the fpoils 

of the people: the virtues of William were bu- 
ried in his grave; and Drogo , bis brother and 
fucceflbr, was better qualified to lead the valour, 
than to reftrain the violence, of his peers. Under 
the reign of Conftantine Monomachus, the 
policy, rather than benevolence, of the Byzan- 
tine court attempted to relieve Italy from this 
adherent mifchicf, more grievous than a flight 
of Barbarians '*; and Argyrus j the fon of Mclo, 
Was inveft'd for this purpofe with the moft lofcy 
titles *" and the moft ample comraiffion. The 
memory of his father might recommend him to 
the Normans; and he had already engaged their, 
voluntary fervice to quell the revolt of Mania- 
CCS, and to avenge their own and the public 
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injury. It was the defign of Conftantine to tranl- . c ha p. 
plant this warlike colony from the Italian pro- lyi. 
vinccs to the Perfian war ; and the fon of Melo 
diftributed among the chiefs the gold and manu- 
fadures of Greece , as the firft fruits of the Im- 
perial bounty. But his arts were baffled by the fenfe 
and fpirit of the conquerors of Apulia: his gifts, or 
at leaft his propofals, were rejeded; and they «in- 
animoufly refufed to rclinquifh their poffeflions and 
their hopes for the diftant prdfped of Afiatic fortune. 
After the means of perfuafion had failed , Argyrus League of 
refolved to compel or to deftroy: the Latin '*** ^'"p* *"* 
powers were lolicited agamlt the cortimon enemy; pi^es, 
and an ofFenfivc alliance Avas formed of the pope , a. d. 
and the two emperors of the Eaft and- -Weft. ^^^^^ ^^^♦• 
The throne of St. Peter was occupied by Leo 
the ninth, a fimple faint**, of a temper moft apt 
to deceive himfelf and the world, and whofc 
venerable charader would confecrate with the 
tiame of piety, the meafures leaft compatible with 
the pradice of religion. His humanity was af- 
feded by the complaints , perhaps the (:alumnies, 
of an injured people: the impious Normans had 
interrupted the payment of tithes; and the tem- 
poral fword might be lawfully unfli'eathed againft 
the facrilegious robbers^ who were deaf to thc/ 
ccnfures of the church. As a German of noble 
birth and royal kindred, Leo had free accefs to 
the court and confidence of the emperor Henry 
the third; and in fearch of arms and allies, his 
ardent zeal tranfported him from Apulia to 
Saxony 9 from thc Elbe to thc Tiber. During 
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CHAP, thefc hoftile preparations , Argyrus indulged 

Lvi. himfelf in the ufe of fecret ami guilty "Weapons: 

a crowd of Normans became the vidlims of public 

( >." or private revenge; and the valiant Drogo was 

A. D. lost ixiurtlered in a church. But his fpirit furvived in 
his brother Humphrey, the third count of Apu- 
lia. The aflaffins were chaftifed; and the foa 
of Melo , overthrown and wounded , was driven 
fron;i the field to hide his fhame behind the walls 
of Bari , and to await the tardy fuccour of his 
allies. 

But the power of Conftantine was diftradted 
by a Turkifli war ; the mind of Henry was feeble 
and irrcfolute; and the pope, inftead of repafling 
the Alps with a German army , was accompanied 
only by a guard of feven hundred Swabians and 
fome volunteers of Lorraine. In his long pro« 
grcfs from Mantua to Beneventum, a vile and 
promifcuous multitude of Italians was cnlifted 
under the holy ftandard": the prieft and the 
robber flept in the fame tent; thie pikes and cro£- 
fes were intermingled in the front; and the mar- 
tial faint repeated the leffons of his youth in the 
order of march, of encampment, and of combat. 
The Normans of Apulia could mufter in the fields 
no more than three thoufand horfe, with an 
handful of infantry : the defedlion of the natives 
intercepted their provifions and retreat ; and their 
fpirit, incapable of fear, was chilled for a mo- 
ment by fuperftitious awe. On the hoftile ap- 
proach of Leo, they knelt without difgrace or 
j-cludaAce before their fpiritual father. But the 

.pope 
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pope was inexorable ; his lofty Germans affedtcd chap. 
to deride the diminutive ftaturc of their adver-* t\u 
faries; and the Normans were informed that , 
death or exile was their only alternative. Flight 
they difdained , and , as many of theni had beea 
three days without tafting food, they embraced 
the affurance of a more eafy and honourable death. 
They climbed the hill of Civitella, defcended 
into the plain, and charged in three divifions the 
army of the pope. On the left , and in the cen- His defeat 
tre, Richard count of Averfa , and Robert the «"<* "pt»viiy, 
famous Gulfcard, attacked, broke, routed, and ""*'^' 
purfued tho Italian multitudes, who fought with- 
out difcipline and fled without Champ. A harder 
trial was refer ved for the valour of count 
Humphrey, who led the cavalry of the right ' 
wing. The Germans '* have been defcribed 
as unflcilful in the management of the horfe 
and lance: but on foot they formed a ftrong and 
impenetrable phalanx; and neither man, nor fteed, 
nor armour , could refift the weight of their long 
and two-handed fwords. After ^a fevere con- 
flict, they were encompafled by the fquadrons 
returning from the purfuit; and died in their 
ranks with the efteem of their foes, and the 
fatisfadioh of revenge. Th^ gates of Civitella 
were ftuc agaiilft the flying pope, and he wa» 
avcrtaken by the pious c6nqucrors, who kiffed 
his feet to implore his bleffing and the abfolution 
of their finful vidory. The foldiers beheld ia 
their enemy and captive, the vicar of Chrift; 
and, though we may fuppofe the policy of the 
Vol. X. L 
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chiefs, it is probable that they were infedled by 
the popular fuperftition. In the calm of retire- 
ment , the well - meaning pope deplored the efFu- 
.fion of Chriftian blood , which muft be imputed 
to his account : he felt , that he had been the 
author of fin and fcandal ; and as his undertaking 
had failed , the indecency of his military cha- 
radcr was univerfally condemned ". With thefc 
difpofitions , he liftcned to the ofifers of a. benefi- 
cial treaty; deferted an alliance which he had 
preached as the caufe of God; and ratified the 
paft and future conquefts of the Normans. By 
whatever hand they had been ufurped, the pro- 
vinces of Apulia and Calabria were a part of the 
donation of Conftantine and the patrimony of St. 
Peter: the grant and the acceptance "confirmed 
tlie mutual claims of the pontiff and the adven- 
turers. They promifed to- fupport each other 
with fpiritual and temporal arms ; a tribute or 
quit-rent of twelve-pence was afterwards ftipulatr ' 
ed for every plough-land ; and fince this me- 
morable tranfadtion, the kingdom of Naples has 
remained above feven hundred years a fief of the 
Holy Sce^'. 

The pedigree of Robert Guifcard " is vari- 
oufly deduced from the peafants and the dukes 
of Normandy: from the peafants, by the pride 
and ignorance of a Grecian princefs"; from the 
dukes, by the ignorance and flattery of the 
Italian fubjeds '*. His genuine defcent may be 
afcribed to the fecond or middle order of private 
nobility *\ He fprang from a race of valvajjors 
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pT bannerets , of the diocefe of Coutances , iil the h a p.v 
lower Normandy: the caftJe of Hauteville was ^ lvi* 
their honourable feat; his father Tancred was 
confpicuous in the court and army of the duke » 
and his military fervice -was furnilhed by ten 
foldiers or knights. Two marriages, of a rank 
Viot unworthy of his Own , made him the father 
of twelve fons, who were educated at home by 
the impartial tendernefs of his fecond wife. But 
a narrow patrimony was infufBcient for this nu- 
merous and daring progeny; they faw aroitnd the 
neighbourhood the mllchiefs of poverty aind difcord^ , 

vnd refolved to Jfeek in foreign wars a more glori* 
ous inheritance. Two only remained to perpetuate 
the race, and cherifh^ their father's agt: their t€n 
brothers, as they fucceflively attained the vigour 
of manhood, departed from the caftle, paffed the 
Alps, aiid joined the Apuliao camp of the Nor- 
jnans. The elder were prompted by native fpiritj 
their fuccefs encouraged their younger brethren 1 
and the three firft in feniority, William, Drogo, and 
Humphrey, deferved to be the chiefs of their nation 
and the founders of the new republic. Robert 
was the eldeft of the feven foiis of the fecond 
marriage; and even the reludant^ praife of his 
foes has endowed him with the heroic qualities 
of a foldier and a ftatefman. His lofty ftaturc 
furpaffed the talleft of his army : his limbs Were 
caft in the true proportion of ftrength and grace- 
fulnefs; and to the decline of life, he maintained 
* the patient vigour of health and the commanding 
dignity of his form, Hi| complexion was ruddy, his 
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CHAP, fhoulders were broad , his hair and beard 'were 
XVI. long and of a flaxen colour , his eyes fparkled 
with fire, and bis voice, like that of Achilles, 
could imprefs obedience and terror amidft the 
tumult of battle. In the ruder ages of chivalry^ 
fuch qualifications are not below the notice of 
the poet or hiftorian: they may obferve that 
Robert, at once, and with equal dexterity, could 
wield in the right-hand his fword, his lance in 
the left; that in the battle of Civitella, he was thrice 
unhbifed; and that in the clofe of that memo- 
rable day he was adjudged to have borne away 
the price of valour^ from the warriors of the 
two armies ^*. His boundlefs ambition was 
founded on the confcioufnefs of fuperior worth : 
in the purfuit of greatnefs, he was never arrefted 
by the fcruples of juftix:e, and feldom moved by 
the feelings of humanity : though not infenfible 
of fame , the choice of open or clandeftine means 
was determined only by his prefent advantage. 
The furname of Guifcard ** was applied to this 
mafter of political wifdom , which is too often 
confounded with the pradice of diflimulation and 
deceit; and Robert is praifed by the Apuliaa 
poet for excelling the cunning of Ulyfles and the 
eloquence of Cicero. Yet thefe arts were dif- 
guifed by an appearance of military franknefs: in 
his higheft fortune, he was acceffible and cour- 
teous to his fellow - foldiers ; and while he in- 
dulged the prejudices of bis new fubjcds, he 
afleded in his drefs and manners to maintain the 
ancient fafhion of his cou#tij> He grafped with 
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a- rapacious, that he might diftributc \vith a chap. 
liberal, hand: his primitive indigence had taught Lvi. 
the habits of frugality ; the gain of a merchant 
was not below his attention; and his prifonerj 
■were tortured with flow and unfeeling cruelty 
to force a difcovery of their fecret treafure. Ac- 
cording to the Greeks, he departed from Nor- 
mandy with only five followers on horfeback 
and thirty on foot; yet even this allowance ap- 
jiearf too bountiful ; the fixth fon of Tancrcd of 
Hauteville paffed the Alps as a pilgrim; and his 
firft military band was levied among the adven* 
turers of Italy. His brothers and countrymea 
had divided the fertile lands of Apulia; but they 
guarded their fliares with the jealoufyt^f avarice: 
the afpiring youth was driven forwarcjj to the 
mountains oiF Calabria^ and in his firfl; exploits 
againft the Greeks and the natives , it is not eafy 
to difcriminate the hero from the robber. Tp 
furprife a caftle or a convent, to cnfnare a 
wealthy citizen, to plunder the adjacent villages 
for neceflary food, were the obfcurc labours which 
formed and exercifcd the powers of his mind 
and body. The volunteers of Normandy adhered 
to his,ftandard; and, under his command, the 
peafants of Calabria aflumed the name and cha- 
/ader of Normans. 

As the genius of Robert expanded with his J^l^^J^^ciil"^ 
fortune, he awakened the jealoufy of his elder a. d 
brother, by whom, in a tranfient quarrel, his lo^-*-— '^^ 
life was threatened and his liberty reftrained. 
After the death of Humphrey, the tender age 

L3 
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Clf AP, of his fons excluded them from the command; 
I.VI, they were reduced to a private eftate by the 
ambition of their guardian and uncle j and Guifcard 
vras exalted on a buckler, and faluted count of 
Apulia and general of the republic. With an 
cncreafe of authority and of force , he refumed 
the conqueft of Calabria, and foon afpired to a 
rank that fhould raife him for ever above the 
heads of his equals. By fome ads of rapine or 
facrilegc, he had incurred a papal excomm:inica» 
_tion : but Nicholas the fecond was eafily per- 
fuaded, that the divifions of friends could ter- 
minate only in their mutual prejudice; that the 
Normans were the faithful champions of the Holy 
See ; and it was fafer to truft the alliance of a 
prince than the caprice of an ariftocracy. A 
fynod of one hundred bilhpps was convened at 
IVIelphi; and the count interrupted an important 
cnterprife to guard the perfon and execute the 
decrees of the Roman pontiflF. His gratitude and 
policy conferred on Robert and his pofterity , 
the ducal title **, with the inveftiture of Apulia, 
Calabria, and all the lands, both in Italy and 
Sicily, which his fword could refcue from the 
fchifmatic Greeks and the unbelieving Saracens **. 
This apoftolic fandlion might juftify his arms; 
but the obedience of a free and vidorioiis people 
could not be transferred without their confent; 
and Guifcard diffemblcd his elevation till the 
cnfuing campaign had been illuftrated by the 
conqueft of Confenza and Reggio. In the hour 
of triumph , he affembled his troops , and folicited 
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the Normans to confirm by their fuffragc the c h A p, 
judgment of the vicar of Chrift : the foldiers lvi.- 
hailed with joyful acclamations their valiant duke; Duke of 
and the counts , his former equals , pronounced a!* d?'io6o 
the oath of fidelity, with hollow fmiles and fetret 
indignation. After this inauguration , Robert 
jftyled himfelf , " by the grace of God and St. 
" Peter, dpke of Apulia, Calabria, and here- 
" after of Sicily; " and it was the labour of 
tNventy years to deferve and realize thefe lofty 
appellations. Such tardy progrefs, in a narrow 
fpace , may feem unworthy of the abilities of 
the chief and the fpirit of the nation: but the 
Normans were few in number; their refources 
were fcanty ; their fervice was voluntary and 
precarious. The braveft defigns of the duke 
wefe fometimcs oppofed by the free voice of his 
parliament of barons : the twelve counts of po- 
pular eledlion, confpired againft his authority; 
and againft their perfidious uncle, the fons of 
Humphrey demanded juftice and revenge. By 
his policy and vigour, Guifcard difcovered their 
plots, fuppreffed their rebellions, and punifhed 
the guilty with death or exile: but in thefc do- 
meftic feuds , his years , and the natipnal ftrengtb^ 
were unprofitably confumed. After the defeat of 
his foreign enemies, the Greeks,. Lombards, and 
Saracens , their broken forces retreated to the 
ftrong and populous cities of the fca-coaft, TKey 
excelled in the arts of fortification and defence; 
the Normans were accuftomed to ferve on horfe- 
back in the field, and their rude attempts could 

L4 
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Q H 4 p. ' only fucceed by the efforts of perfevcring courage, 
^ lvx« The refiftance of Salerno was maintained above 
eight months: the fiege or blockade of Bari 
Jafted near four years. In thefe adions the Nor- 
man duke was the foremoft in every danger; in 
every fatigue the laft and moft patient. As he 
pre{fe4 the citadel of SaleVno> an huge ftone frongi 
the rampart fliatCcred one of his military engines; 
nnd by a fplintej* he was wounded in the breaft. 
Before the gates of Bari , he lodged in a miferablc 
hut or barrack, compofed of dry branches, and 
thatched with draw; a perilous ftation, on all 
fides open to the inclemency of the winter and 
the fpears of the enemy *\ 
His Italia^ ^^^ Italia^ conquefts of Robert correfpond 
tjpniuefts. with the limits of th^ prefent kingdom of Naples; 
and the countries united by his arms have not 
been diffevered by the revolutions of feven hun- 
dred years **♦ The monarchy has been compofed 
of the Greek provinces of Calabria and Apulia, 
, of the Lombard principality of Salerno, the re- 
public of AmaJphi, and the inland dependencies 
of the large and ancient dutdhy of Beneventum, 
Three diftrids only were exempted from the 
common law of fubjedion ; the firft for ever, 
and the two laft till the middle of the fucceeding 
century- The city and immediate territory of 
Benevento had been transferred, by gift or ex- 
change, frona the German emperor to the Roman 
pontiff; and although this holy land was fome-- 
times invaded, the name of St. Peter was finally 
tnpre potent than the (word of the ^wmans. 
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Their firfi colony of Averfa fubdued ^nd held chap. 
the ftatc of Capua ; and her princes were reduced iVl. 
to beg their bread before the palace of their 
fathers. The dukes of Naples, the prefent metro*- 
polis, maintained the popular freedom, under tht 
ihadow of the Byzantine empire. Among the 
new acquifitions of Guifcard , the fciencc of 
Salerno*', and the trade of Amalphi**, may 
detain for a moment the curiofity of the reader. 
I. Of the learned faculties , jurifprudence implies school of 
the previous eftablifliment of laws and property; ^^•''**'" 
and theology may perhaps be fuperfeded by the 
lull light of religion and reafon. But the favage 
and the fage mud alike implore the afliftance of 
phyfic; and, if our difeafes are inflamed by luxury, 
the mifchiefs of blows and wounds would be 
more frequent in the ruder ages of fociety. The 
treafures of Grecian medicine had been commu« 
nicated to the Arabian colonies of Africa , Spain , 
and Sicily; and in the intercourfe of peace and 
war, a {park of knowledge had been kindled and 
cheriflhed at Salerno, an iHuftrious city, in which 
the men were honeft and the women beauti* 
ful **. A fchool, the firft that arofe in the dark- 
neft of Europe, was confecrated to the healing 
art: the confcience of monks and bifhops was 
reconciled to that falutary and lucrative profef- 
fion : and a crowd of patients , of the moft 
eminent rank and moft diftant climates , invited 
or vifited the phyficians of Salerno. They 
were proteded by the Norman conquerors; and 
Guifcard , though bred in arms , could difcera 
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CHAP, the merit and value of a philofopher. After a 
tvi. pilgrimage of thirty-nine years, Conftantine, an 
African Cbriftian , returned from Bagdad , a 
mafter of the language and learning of the Ara- 
bians ; and Salerno -was enriched by the practice, 
the lefforfs , and the writings, of the pupil of 
Avicenna. The fchool of medicine has long flept 
in the name of an univerfity; but her precepts 
are abridged in a firing of aphorlfms , bound 
together in the Leonine verfes, or Latin rhymes. 
Trade of of the twelfth century **. IL Seven miles to the 
Amaiphi, ^g^ Qf Salerno , and thirty to the fouth of 
Naples, the obfcure town of Amalphi difplayed 
the power and rewards of induftry. The land, 
however fertile, was of narrow extent; but the 
fea was acceffible and open : the inhabitants, firft 
affumed the office of fupplying the weftern world 
with the manufadures and productions of the 
Eaft; and this ufeful jtraffic was the fourceof 
their dpulence and freedom. The government 
was popular , under the adminiftration of a duke 
and the fupremacy of the Greek emperor. Fifty 
th(4ufand citizens were numbered in the walls of 
Amalphi ; nor was any city more abundantly 
provided with gold, filver , and the objedb of 
precious luxury. The mariners who fwarmed 
in her port excelled in the theory and pradice 
of navigation and aftronomy; and the difcovery 
of the compafs, which has opened the globe, is 
due to their ingenuity or good fortune. Their 
trade was extended to the coafts, or at leaft to 
the commodities , of Africa , Arabia , and India ; 
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and their fcttlements inConftantinopIe, Antiocb, c H a {'•' 
Jerufalem , and Alexandria , acquired the privi- lvi. 
leges of independent colonies \ After three 
hundred years of profperity, Amalphi was op- 
prefled by the arms of the Normans, and facked 
by the jealoufy of Pifa; but the poverty of one 
thoufand fifhermen is yet dignified by the remains 
of an arfenal, a cathedral, and the palaces of 
royal merchants. 

Roger, the twelfth and laft of the fons ofconqueftof 
Tancred, had been long detained in Normandy ^^„J[ Rog„^ 
by his own and his father's age. He accepted a. d. 
the welcome fummons ; haftencd to the Apulian **^*^ ^^^ 
camp ; and deferved at firft the efteem , and after- 
wards the envy , of his elder brother. Their 
valour and ambition were equal; but the youth, 
the beauty , the elegant manners , of Roger, 
engaged the difinterefted love of the foldiers and 
people. So fcanty was his allowance, for him- 
felf and forty followers, that he defcended from 
conqueft to robbery, and from robbery to do- 
meftic theft; and fo loofe were ^ the notions of 
property , that , by his own hiftorian , at his 
fpecial command , he is accufed of ftealing horfes 
from a ftable at Melphi '*. His fpirit emerged 
from poverty and difgrace : from thcfe bafe prac- 
tices he rofe to the merit and glory of a holy 
war; and the invafion of Sicily was feconded 
by the zeal and policy of his brother Guiicard. 
After the retreat of the Greeks, the idolaters, a 
moft audacious reproach of the Catholics, had 
retrieved their loffes and poffeflions ; but the 
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CHAP, deliverance of the ifland , fo vainly undertaken by 
Lvi. the forces of the Eaftern empire, was atchieved 
by a fmall and private band of adventurers *^ 
In the firft attempt, Roger braved, in an open 
boat, the real and fabulous dangers of Scylla and 
Charybdis; landed with only ftxty foldiers on a 
hoftile Ihore; drove the Saracens to the gates o£ 
Meflina ; and fafely returned with the fpoilsof 
the adjacent country. In the fortrefs of Trani, 
his adlive and patient courage were equally con- 
fpicuous. In his old age he related with pleafure, 
that, by the diftrefs of the fiege , himfclf , and 
the countefs his wife , had been reduced to a 
, fingle cloak or mantle, which they wore alter- 
nately: that in a fally his horfe had been flain, 
and he was dragged away by the Saracens; but 
thatvhe owed his refcue to his good fword, and 
bad retreated with his faddle oh his back , left 
the meaneft trophy might be left in the hands of 
the mifcreants. In the fiege of Trani, three hundred 
Normans withftood and repulfed the forces of the 
ifland. In the field of Ceramio , fifty thoufand 
horfe and foot were overthrown by one hundred 
and thirtyrfix Chriftian foldiers, without reckon^ 
ing St. George, who fought on horfeback in the 
foremoft ranks. The captive banners, with, four 
camels, were referved for the fucceffor of St. 
Peter ; and had thefe Barbaric fpoils been ex- 
pofed not in the Vatican , but in the Capitol, 
they might have revived the memory of the 
Punic triumphs. Thefe infufficient numbers of 
the Normans moft probably denote their knights. 
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the foldiers of honourable and e^ucftrian rank, chap. 
each of whom was attended by five or fix fol- lvi. 
lowers in the field '*; yet, with the aid of this 
interpretation, and after every fair allowance oa 
the fide of valour, arms, and reputation, the 
difcomfiture of fo many myriads will reduce the 
prudent reader to the alternative of a miraclfe or 
a fable. The Arabs of Sicily derived a frequent 
and powerful fuccour from their countrymen of 
Africa : in the ficge of Palermo , the Norman 
cavalry was affifted by the gallies of Pifa; and, 
in the hour of a<2ion , the envy of the two bro- 
thers was fublimed to a generous and invincible 
emulation. After a war of thirty years *', Roger, 
with the title of great count, obtained the fove- 
rcignty of the largeft and moft fruitful ifland of 
the Mediterranean ; and his adminiftration dif- 
plays a liberal and enlightened mind above the 
limits of his age and education. The Mofleros 
were maintained in the free enjoyment- of their 
religion and property '* : a philofopher and 
phyfician of Mazara, of the race of Mahomet, 
harangued the conqueror, and was invited to 
court; his geography of the feven climates was 
tranflated into Latin; and Roger, after a diligent 
perufal, preferred the work of the Arabian to 
the writings of the Grecian Ptolemy '^^ A rem- 
nant of Chriftian natives had pronioted the fuc- 
ccfs of the Normans: they were rewarded by 
the triumph of the Crofs. The ifland was reftored 
to the jurifdidlion of the Roman pontiff ; ne\V 
bifhops were planted in the principal cities; apd 
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CHAP, the clergy was fatisfied by a liberal endowment 
Lvi. of churches and monafteries. Yet the Catholic 
^ hero afferted the rights of the civil magiftrate. 

inftead of refigning the inveftiture of benefices, 
he dextroufly applied to his own profit the papal 
claims: the fuprcmacy of the crown was fecured 
and enlarged , by the fingular bull which declares 
the princes of Sicily hereditary and perpetual 
legates of the Holy See '*. ' 

Robert in- To Robert Guifcard ^ the conqueft of Sicily 

Eaft^r*^* . ^^^ inovQ glorious than beneficial: the polftflion 
pire, -of Apulia and Calabria was inadequate to his am- 

A. D. io3r. bition ; and he refolved to embrace or create the 
firft occafion of invading, perhaps of fubduing, ^ 
the Roman empire of the Eaft '*. From his firft 
wife , the partner of his humble fortunes , he had 
been divorced under the pretence of confangui- 
:nity; and her fon Bohemond was deftined to 
imitate , father than to fucceed , his illuftrious' 
father. The fecond wife of Guifcard was the 
daughter of a prince of Salerno ; the Lombards 
acquiefced in tlie lineal fucceflion of their fon 
Roger; their five daughters were given in honour- 
able nuptials**, and one of them waf betrothed 
.in a tender age , to Conftantine , a beautiful youth, 
the fon and heir of the emperor Michael *'. But . 
the throne of Conftantinople was .fliaken by a 
revolution: the Imperial family of Ducas was 
•confined to the palace or the cloifter; and Robert 
<leplored, and refented, the difgrace of his daugh- 
' tcr and the expulfion of his ally. A Greek, who 

ftyled himfdf the father of Conftantine, foon 
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appeared at Salerno , and related the adventures chap*' 
othis fall and flight. That unfortunate friend lV|. 
was acknowledged by the duke, and adorned ' 

with the pomp and titles of Imperial dignity : in 
his triumphal progrefs through ApuHa and Cala- 
bria, Michael" was faluted with the tears and 
acclamations of the people ; and pope Gregory 
the feventh exhorted the bifhops to preach , and 
the Catholics to fight , in the pious works of his 
reftoration. His converfatfons with Robert were 
frequent and familiar, and their mutual promife's 
were juftified by the valour of the !Normans and 
th€ treafures of the Eaft. Yet this Michael , by 
the confeffion of the Greeks and Latins , was a 
pageant and impoftor ; a monk who had fled from 
his convent, or a domeftic who had Ijerved in the 
palace. The fraud had been contrived by the 
fubtle Guifcard ; and he trufted , that after this 
pretender had given a decent colour to his arms , 
he would fink , at the nod of the conqueror, into 
bis primitive obfcurity. But vidory was the only 
argument that could determine the belief of the 
Greeks ; and the ardour of the Latins was much 
inferior to their credulity : the Norman veterans 
wifhed to enjoy the harveft of their toils , and 
the unwarlike Italians tremb'led at the known and 
unknown dangers of a tranfmarine expedition. ^ * 
In his new levies , Robert exerted the influence 
of gifts and promifes , the teiTors of civil and 
ecclefiaftical authority; and feme adls of violence 
might juftify the reproach, that age and infancy 
were prefled without diftindlion into th^ fervice 
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I 
CHAP, of their urtrelen ting prince. After two years in* 
Lvi. ceffant preparations , the land and naval forces 
^ were affemblcd at Otranto , at the heel , or extreme 

promontory , of Italy ; and Robert was accompa- 
nied by his wife , who fought by his fide , hisfoa 
Bohemond , and the reprefentative of the emperor 
Michael. Thirteen hundred knights *' of Norman 
race or difcipline , formed the finews of the army, 
which might be fwelled to thirty thoufand ** 
followers 'of every denomination. The men , the 
borfes , the arms , the engines , the wooden towers, 
covered with raw hides , were embarked on board 
one hundred and fifty veffels : the tranfports had 
been built in the ports of Italy, and the gallies 
were fupplied by the alliance of the republic of 
Ragufa. 
Siege ofDu- At the mouth of the Adriatic gulf , the fliores 
razzo, ^"of Italy and Epirus incline towards each other. 
June 17! '' The fpaee between Brundufium and Durazzo, 
the Roman paflage, is no more than one hundred 
miles ** ; at the laft fl:ation of Otranto , it is con- 
tradted to fifty'*; and this narrow diftance had 
fuggefted to Pyrrhus and Pompey the fublime or 
extravagant idea of a bridge. Before the general 
embarkation , the Norman duke difpatched Bohe» 
mond with fifteen gatlies to feize or threaten the 
ifle of Corfu , to furvey the oppofite coaft , and 
io fecure an harbour in the neighbourhood of 
. Vallona for the landing of the troops. They 
palled and landed without perceiving an enemy; 
end this fuccefsful experiment difplayed the neglecl 
and decay of the naval power of the Greeks. The 

iflands 
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iflands of Epirus and the maritime towns were chap* 
fubdued by the arms or the name of Robert, who ivi; 
led bis fleet and army from Corfu ( I ufe the mo- 
dern appellation ) to the fiege of Durazzo. That 
city, the weftern key of the empire, \vas guarded 
by ancient renown, and recent fortifications, by 
George Palaeologus , a patrician , vidorious iii the 
Oriental wars , and a numerous garrifon of Alba- 
nians and Macedonians j who, in every age, have 
maintained the charader of foldicrs. In the pro- 
fccution of bis enterprife , the courage of Gulfcard 
was affailed by every form of danger and mif- 
chance. In the moft propitious feafon of the year^ 
as his fleet pafTed along the coaft, a florm of 
'wind and fnojw unexpededly arofe: the Adriatic 
was fwellcd by the raging blaft of thefouth^and 
a new ftiipwrcck confirmed the old infamy of the 
Acroceraunian rocks *'. The fails , the mafts , and 
the oars, were fliattefed or torn away; the fea 
and fliorc were covered with the fragments of 
veflels, with arms and dead bodies; and the 
greateft part of theproyifions^ were either drowned 
or damaged. The ducal galley was laboriouQy 
rcfcued from the waves , and Robert halted feven 
days on the adjacent cape^ to colled the relics of ' 
his lofs and revive the drooping fpirits of his 
foldiers. The Normans were no/longer the bold 
and experienced manners who had explored the 
ocean from Greenland to mount Atlas, and who 
fmiled at the petty dangers of the Mediterranean. 
They had wept during the tempeft ; they wefe 
alarmed by the hoflile approach of the Venetians^ 
Vol- X M 
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Chap, who had been folicited by the prayers and pro- 
ivx, mifes of the Byzantine court. The firft day's 
adion was not difadvantageous to Bohemond , a 
beardlefs youth " , who led the naval powers of 
his father. All night the gallies of the republic 
lay on their anchors in the form of a crefcent ; 
and the vidory of the fecond day was decided 
by the dexterity of their evolutions, the ftation 
of their archers, the weight of their javelins , and 
the borrowed aid of the Greek fire. The Apulian 
and Ragufian veffels fled to the fhore, feveral 
were cut from their cables and dragged away by 
the conqueror; and a fally from the town carried 
flaughter and difmay to the tents of the Norman 
duke. Afeafonable relief was poured intoDurazzo, 
and as foon as the befiegers had loft the command 
oF the fea , the illands and maritime towns with- 
drew from the camp the fupply of tribute and 
'provifion. That camp was foon afHided with a 
peftilential difeafe; five hundred knights perifhed 
by an inglorious death; and the lift of burials 
(if all could obtain a decent burial ) amounted to 
ten thoufand perfons. Under thefc calamities, the 
mind of Guifcard alone was firm and invincible: 
and while he collected new forces from Apulia 
and Sicily , he battered, or fcaled , or £jpped , the 
walls of Durazzo. But his^induftry and valour 
were encountered by equal valour and more per* 
fed induftry. A moveable turret , of a fize and 
capacity to^ontain five hundred foldiers, had 
been rolled forwards to the foot of the rampart : 
but the defcent of the door or drawbridge wa$ 
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checked by an enormous beam , and the wooden c 11 a r. 
llrudure was inftandy confumed by artificial Lvr, 
flames. 

While the Roman empire was attacked by the. rhe army 
Turks in the Eaft and the Normans in the- Weft, ^""^ ""^'f ^'^ 
the aged fucceffor oF Michael . furrendcrcd the Aiexjus 
fceptre to the hands of Alexius , an illuftrious ^p"'— ^eP'* 
captain., and the founder of the Comnenian dynafty. *^™ *'* 
The princefs Anne, his daughter and hiftorian, 
obfcrvcs , in her afFeded ftyle , that even Hercules 
•was unequal to a double combat; and, on this 
principle, (he approves an ^hady peace with, the 
Turks, which allowed her father to undertake in 
perfon the relief of Durarzo. On his aeccflion , 
Alexius found the camp without fokfiers and tlie\ 
trcafury without money; yet fuch were the vi- 
gour and adivity of his meaAires, that in fix. 
months he affemblcd an apmy of feventy thoufand 
men'^', and perfornaed a march of ti.ve hundred 
miles. His troops were levied in Europe and Afia, 
from Peloponefus to the Blaek Sea; his majefty 
%vas difplayed in the filvcr arms and rich ■ trap- 
pings of the companies. of horfe-guards; and, the 
emperor was attended by a train of nobles and 
princes, fome of whom, in rapid fucceflfion , had 
been clothed with the purple, and were indulged 
by the lenity^ of the times in a life of affluence 
and dignity. Their youthful ardour might animate 
the multitude ; but their love of pleafure and con- 
tempt of fubordination were pregnant with difor- 
der and mifchief;and their importunate clamours^ 
for fpcedyand dccifivc adlion difconcerted th*^ 
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c "H U p» prudence of Alexius , who might have furroiinded 
Lvi. and ftarved the befiegiiig army. The enumeration 
of provinces recalls a fad comparifon of the pa ft 
and prefent limits of the Roman world: the raw 
levies were drawn together in hafte and terror ; 
and the garrifons of Anatolia,^ or Afia Minor > 
had been purchafed by the evacuation of the ci- 
ties which were immediately occupied by the 
Turks. The ftrength of the Greek army con- 
fifted in the Varangians, the Scandinavian guards, 
whofe numbers were recently augmented by a 
colony of exiles and volunteers from the Britifti 
ifland of Thule. Under the yoke of the Norman 
. conqueror, the Danes andEnglifli were oppreffed 
and united : a band of adventurous youths refol- 
ved to defcrt a land of flavery ; the fea was open 
to their efcape ; and , in their long pilgrimage , 
they vifited every coaft that afforded any hope of 
hberty and revenge. They were entertained in 
the fervice of the Greek eniperor; and their firft 
ftation was in a new city on the Afiatic fliore : 
but Alexius foon recalled them to the defence of 
his pcrfon and palace; and bequeathed to his 
fucceffors the inheritance of their faith and va- 
lour^*. The name of a Norman invader revived 
the memory of their wrongs: they marched with 
alacrity againft the national foe , and panted to 
regain in Epirus , the glory which they had loft 
in the battle of Haftings. The Varangians were 
fupported by fome companies of Franks or La tins, 
and the rebels, who had fled to Conftantinoplc 
from the tyranny of Guifcard, were eager to 
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fignalife their zeal and gratify their revenge. In c h a f* 
{his emergency the emperor had not difdained LVi* 
the impure aid of the Paulicians or Manichaeans 
oFThrace and Bulgaria; and thefe heretics united 
with the patience of martyrdom , the fpirit and 
difcipline of adive valour^*. The treaty with the 
fultan had procured a fupply of fome thoufand 
Turks ; and the arrows of the Scythian horfe were 
oppofed to the lances of the Norman cavalry. On 
the report and diftant profpedl of thefe formidabl<5 
numbers, Robert affembled a council of his prin- 
cipal officers. " You behold," faid he, " your 
" danger : it is urgent and inevitable. The hills 
^' are covered with arms and ftandards ; and the 
" emperor of the Greeks is accuftomed to wars 
^' and triumphs. Obedience and union are our 
" only fafety; and I am ready ta yield the com- 
" mand to a more worthy leader." The vote 
and acclamation , even of his fecret enemies , aflu?- 
red him, in that perilous mbment, of their efteem 
and confidence; and the duke thus continued: ' 

" Let us trufl; in the rewards of vidlory , and 
", deprive cowardice of the means of efcape. Let 
" us burn our veffels and our baggage , and give 
" battle on this fpot , as if it were the place of 
*^ our nativity and our burial." The refolution 1 

was unanimoufly approved ; and , without con- 
fining himfclf to his lines, Guifcard awaited in 
battle-array the nearer approach of the enemy. 
His rear was covered by a fmall river; his right 
wing extended to the fca , his ieft to the hills : 
nor was he confcious , perhaps , that on the fame 

Ms . 
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o H A P. ground Caefar and Pompey had formerly difputcd 
J. VI. the empire of the world'*. , 

Battle of i)u- Againft the advice of his wifeft captains , Alexius 
A.^D^.' logi, rcfolved to riik the event of a general adion; and 
ocio'btr 18. e-xhorted the garrifon of Durazzo to aflift their 
own deliverance by a well-timed Hilly from the 
^ town. He marched in two columns to furprife the 

Normans before day-break on two different fides: 
his light cavalry was fcattered over the plain ; the 
archci's formed the Jecond line ; and the Varangians 
claimed the honours of the van-guard. In the firft 
onfet,the battle-axes of the ftrangers made a deep and 
bloody impreflion on the army of Gnifcard, which 
wds now reduced to fifteen thoufand men. The Lom- 
bards and Calabrians ignominioufly turned their 
backs: they filed towards the river and the fea ; but the 
bridge bad been broken down to check the fiilly of 
•the garrifon , and the coaft was lirted with the Vene- 
tian gallics, who played their engines among the 
diforderly throng. On the verge of ruin , they 
were faved by the fpirit and condudl of their chiefs. 
Gaita, the wife of Robert, is painted by the Greeks 
as a warlike Amazon , a fecond Pallas ; lefs flciiful in 
arts, but nptlefs terrible in arms, than the Athenian 
goddefs '' : though wounded by an arrow, fhe ftood 
her ground, and flrove, by her exhortation and 
example, to rally the flying troops'*. Her female 
voice was feconded by the more powerful voice 
and arm of the Norman duke , as calm in adtion 
as he was magnanimous in council: "Whither," 
he cried aloud , " whither do ye fly ? Your enemy 
^*^ is implacable ; and death it lefs grievous than 
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^fcrvitude. " The xnoment was dccifive: as the c H a i\ 
Varangians advanced before the line, they difco- tvi. 
vered the nakedncfs of their flanks; the main 
battle of the duke , of eight hundred knights , 
ftood firm and entire ; they couched their lances ^ 
and the Greeks deplore the furious and irrefxftible 
(hock of the French cavalry''. Alexius was no6 
deficient in the duties of a foldier or a general; 
but he no fooncr beiield the flaughter of the 
Varangians, and the flight of the Turk?, than he 
defpifed his fubjeds and defpaired of bis fortune. 
The princefs Anne , who drops a tear an this 
nielancholy event , is reduced to praife the ftrcngth 
andi fwiftnefs of her father's borfe , and his vigo- 
rous ftruggle, when he was almoft overthrown 
by the ftrokc of a lance , which had fhivered the Im- 
perial helmet. His ciefperate valour broke through 
a fquadron of Franks who oppofed his flight; ^d^ 
after wandering two days and a$ many nights in the 
mountains , he found fome repofc , of body, though 
not of mind , in the walls of LychniduR The vido- 
rious Robert reproached the tardy and feeble pur- 
fuit which had fufifered the cfcape of fo.illuftrious 
a prize ; but he confoled his difappointmeot 
by the trophies and ftandardsiof the - field,, the 
wealth and luxury of the Byzantijoe camp , and 
the glory of defeating anarmy five times more 
numerous than his own. A multitude of Itdians 
had been the vidiims of their own fears; but only 
thirty of his knights were flain in this memorable 
day. In the Roman hoft , the lofs of Greeks, 
1 urks , and Englilh , amounted to five or fix 

M 4 
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CHAP, thoufand'*: the plain of Durazzo was ftained with 
ivi. noble and royal blood ; and the end of the impof- 
tor Michael was more honourable than his life, 
Durazzo It is more than probable thatGuifcard was not 

tiikcn, afflicted by the lofs of a coftly pageant , which 

I cbriiaiy 8? ^ad merited only the contempt and derifipn of the 
Greeks. After their defeat, theyflill perfeyered in 
the defence of Durazzo; and a Venetian command^ 
cr fiipplied the place of George Pal<eologus, who 
had been imprudently called away from his ftation. 
The tents of the befiegers were converted into 
barracks , to fuftain the inclemency of the winter; 
and in anf\ycr to the defiance of the garrifon, 
Robert infmuatcd , that his patience was at leaft 
equal to their obftinacy'^\ Perhaps he already 
truftcd to his fecret correfpondence with a Venetian 
noble , who fold the city for a rich and honourable 
marriage. At the dead of night feveral rope-lad- 
ders were dropped from the walls ; th e light Gala- 
brians afcended in filence ; and the Greeks were 
awakened by the name and trumpets of <he con- 
. » queror. Yet they defended the ftreets three days 
againft an enemy alr.eady mafter of the rampart; 
ajrtd near feven months elapfed between the firft 
inveftment and the final furrender of the place. 
From Durazzo , the Norman duke advanced into 
the heart of Epirus or Albania ; traverfed the 
firft mountains of Theffaly ; furprifed three hun- 
dred Englifh in the city of Caftoria ; approached 
Theffalonica ; and made Conftantinople tremble. A 
more preflGng duty fufpended the profccution of his 
ambitious defigns. By Ihipwieck , peftilence. 
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And the fword , hi*^ army was reduced to a chip. 
third of the original numbers ; and inftead of J*vu 
being recruited from Italy, he was informed ^ by ^ 
plaintive epiftles , of the mifchiefs and dangers 
which had been produced by his abfcnce : the 
revolt of the cities and barons of Apulia; the 
diftrefs of the pope ; and the approach or invafion 
of Henry king bf Germany. Highly prefuming Return of 
that his perfon was fufficient for the public fafety, 1^^.°^^",^^^ 
he repaffed the fca in a fmgle Ibrigantine , 'and Bohemond. 
left the remains of the army under the command 
of his fon and the Norman counts , exhorting 
Bohemond to refped the freedom of his peers, 
and the counts to obey the authority of their 
leadept The fon of Guifcard trod in the footfteps 
of his father ; and the two deftroyers are com- 
pared by the Greeks to the caterpillar and the 
locuft , the laft of whom devours whatever has 
cfcaped the teeth of the former ^\ After winning 
two battles againft the emperor, he defcended 
into the plain pf Theffaly , and beficged Larifla , 
the fabulous realm of Achilles '\ which contained 
the trcafure and magazines of the Byzantine camp. 
Yet a juft praife muft not be; refufed to ^thc 
fortitude and prudence of Alexius , who bravely 
ftruggled with the calamities of the times. In 
the poverty of the ftate , he prefumed to bor- 
row the fuperiiuous ornaments of the* church- 
es ; the defertion of the Manichaeans was fup- 
pUed by fome tribes of Moldavia; a reinforce- 
ment of feven thoufand Turks replaced and 
revenged . the lofs of their brethren ; and the 
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Chap, •Greek foldiers were excrcifed to ride , to draw 
Lvu the bo>y, and to the daily pradice of ambufcades 
and evolutions. Alexius bad been taught by 
experience , that the formidable cavalry of the 
Franks lOn foot was unfit for adlion , and alnioH: 
' incapable of motion ** ; his archers were direfted 

to aim their arrows at the horfe rather than the 
man \ and a variety of fpikes and fnares was 
fcattered over the ground on which he might 
expect an attack. In the neighbourhood of 
Lariffa the events of "war were protradcd and 
balanced^ The courage of Bohemond was always 
confpicuous , and often fuccefsful ; but his camp 
was pillaged by a ftratagem of the Greeks ; the 
city wa$ impregnable ; and the venal or xiifcon- 
tented counts deferted his ftandard , betrayed 
their trulls , and enlifted in the fcrvice of the 
emperor. Alexius returned to Conftantinople 
with the advantage, rather than the honour, of 
vidory. After evacuating the conquefts which 
he could no longer defend , the ion of Guifcard 
embarked for Italy ,, and was embraced by a father 
who efteeroed his merit and fyropatbifed in bis 
misfortune. 
Tiie eropcror Of the Latin, princcs , the allies of Alexius 
f**?"^ "J" ,^ and enemies of Robert , the moft prompt and 

inviied by the t i • i • 

Greeks, powcrful was Henry the third or fourth , king of 

A. D. 1081. -Germany and Italy, and future emperor of the 
Weft. The epiftle of the Greek monarch " to his 
brother is filled with the warmeft profeflions 
of friendfliip , and the moft Hvely dcfire of 
ftrengthening their alliance by every, public and 
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private tie. He congratulates Henry on his c h a r. 
fuccefs in a juft and pious war, and complains lvi. 
that the profperity of his oWu empire is difturbed 
by the audacious enterprifes of the Norman 
Robert. The lift of his prefents dxpreffes the 
manners of the age, a. radiated crown of gold, a 
crofs fe't with pearls to hang on the breaft, a cafe 
of relics, with t the names and titles of the faints, 
a vafe of chryftal , a vafe of fardonyx , fome 
balm, moft probably of JNlecca, and one hundred 
pieces of purple., 'To thefe he added a more , 
folid prefent, of one hundred and forty -four 
thoufand Byzantines of gold , with a farther 
- affurance of two hundred and fixtcen thoufand , 
fo foon as Henry \fhould have entered in arms 
the Apulian territories , and confirmed by an 
oath the league againft the common enemy. The 
German ** , who was already in Lombardy at the 
head of an array and a fadlion , accepted thefe 
liberal offers , and marched towards the fouth : 
his fpeed was checked by the fopnd of the battle 
of Durazzo ; but the influence of his arms or 
name, in the hafty return of Robert, was a full 
equivalent for the Grecian bribe. Henry was the 
fmcere, adverfary of the Normans , the allies and 
vaffaLs of Gregory the feventh , his implaciibie 
foe. The long quarrel of the throne and n}itre 
had been recently kindled by the zeal and 
ambition of that haughty prieft *' : the king and 
4the pope had degraded each other; and each had 
feated a rival on the temporal or Ipiritual throne 
of his antagonifL Aftg: the defeat and death o*^ 
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his Swabian rebel, Henry defcended into Italy 
to affimie the Imperial crown, and to drive from, 
the Vatican the tyrant of the church **. But the 
Roman people adhered to the caufe of Gregory : 
their refolurion was fortified by fupplies of men 
and money from Apulia; and the city was thrice 
inefFedually beficged by the king of G^many, 
In the fourth ' year he corrupted , as it is feid » 
with Byzantine gold, the nobles of Rome, whofc 
io8ri-"o84. efiiates and caftles had been ruined by the war. 
A. D. ic84» The gates, the bridges, and fifty hoftages, were 

24,* delivered into his hands: the antipope, Clement 

— — 31, the third , was confecrated in the Lateran : the 
grateful pontiff crowned his protedlor in the 
Vatican ; and the emperor Henry fixed his refi- 
dcnce in the Capitol, as the lawful fucceffor of 
Auguftus and Charlemagne. The ruins of the 
Septizonium were ftill defended by the nephew 
of Gregory : the pope himfelf was inverted in the 
caftle of St. Angelo ; and his laft hope was in 
the courage and fidelity of his Norman vaffal. 
Their frienclQiip had been interrupted by forne 
reciprocal injuries and complaints; but, on this 
preffing occafion, Guifcard was fiirged by the 
obligation of his oath , by his intereft , more 
potent than oaths , by the love of fame , and 
his enmity to, the two emperors. Unfurling the 
holy banner, he rcfolved to fly to the relief of 
the prince of the apoftlcs : the moft numerous 
of his armies , fix thoufand horfe and thirty 
thoufand foot, was inftantly affembled; and his 
march from Salerno to Rome was animated by 
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the public applaufe and the proftiife of the divine chap. 
favour. Henry, iavincible in fixty-fix battles, hvu 
trembled at his approach ; recolledled fome in- 
' difpcnfible affairs that required his prefence in 
Lombardy; exhorted the Romans to perfevere in 
their allegiance; and haftily retreated three days 
before the entrance of the Normans. In lefs than Flies before 
three years , the fon of Tancred of Hauteville ^^^^^ 
enjoyed the glory of delivering the pope, and *^' 
of compelling the two emperors , of the Eaft 
and Weft, to fly befote his vidorious arms ". 
But the triumph of Robert wijs clouded by the 
calamities of Rome. By the* aid of the friends 
of Gregory, the walls had been perforated or 
fcaled; but the Imperial fadlion was ftill power- 
ful and adive ; on the third tlay, the peopk 
rofe in a furious tumult; and an hafty word of 
the conqueror, in his defence or revenge, was 
th« fignal of fire and pillage '*. The Saracens 
.of Sicily, the fubjeds of Roger, and auxiliaries 
of his brother , embraced this fair occafion of 
rifling and profaning the holy city of the Chrif- 
tians : many tboufands of the citizens , in the 
fight, and by the allies, of their fpiritual father, 
were expofed to violation, captivity, or death; 
and a^ fpacious quarter of the city, from the 
Lateran to the Colifeum , was confumed hy the 
flames , and devoted to perpetual folitude *\ 
From a city , where he was now hated , and 
might be no longer feared, Gregory retired to 
end his days in the palace of Salerno. The artful 
pontiff might flatter the vanity of Guifcard , with 
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the hopjfi of a Roman or Imperial crown; but 
this dangerous meafure, which would have in- 
flamed the ambition of tjje Norman , muft for 
ever have alienated the moft faithful princes of* 
Germany. 

The deliverer and fcourge of Rome might 
have indulged himfelf in a feafon of repofe; but 
in' the fame year of the flight of the German 
emperor, the indefatigajble Robert refumed the 
defign of his Eaftern conquefts. The zeal ox 
gratitude of Gregory had promifed to his valour 
the kingdoms of Greece and Afia"; his troops 
were affemblcd in ' arms , fluftied with fuccefs , 
and eager for adlion. Their numbers , in the 
language of Homer, are compared by Anna to 
a fwarm of bees "; yet the uimofl: and moderate 
limits of the powers of Guifcard have been al- 
ready defined; they were contained in this fecond 
occafion in one hundred and twenty veffels ; and 
as the feafon was far advanced, the harbour of 
Brundufuim *' was preferred to the open road 
of Otranto. Alexius, apprehenfive of a fecond 
attack, had affiduoufly laboured to reftoi'e the 
naval forces of the empire ; and obtained from 
the republic of Venice an important fuccour of 
thirty-fix tranfports, fourteen gallies, and nine 
galeots or fliips of extraordinary ftrength and 
magnitude. Their fcrvices were liberally paid 
by the licence or monopoly of trade , a pro- 
fitable gift of many fi)ops and houfes in the port 
of Conftantinople, and a tribute to St. Mark v 
the more acceptable, as it was the produce of a 
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tax .on thcyr rivals of Amalphi. By the union chap. 
of the Greeks and Venetians, the Adriatic was lvi* 
covered with an hoftile fleet , but their own 
negledl, or the vigilance of Robert, the change 
of a wind , or the Ihclter of a mift , opened a 
free paffage; and the Norman troops were fafely 
difembarked on the coaft of Epirus. With twenty 
ftrong and well-appointed gallies, their intrepid 
duke immediately fought the enemy, and though 
more accuftomed to fight on horfeback, he trufted 
bis own life, and the lives of his brother and 
two fons, to the event of a naval combat. The 
dominion of the fca was difputed in three en- 
gagements, in fight of the ifle of Corfu: in the 
^wo former, the flcill and numbers of the allies 
were fupcrior ; but in the third , the Normans 
obtained a final and complete vidlory *'. The 
light ^brigaittines of the Greeks were fcattered 
in ignominious flight: the nine caftles of the 
Venetians maintained a more obftinate conflid; 
fevcn were funk , two were taken ; two thoufand 
fivi£ hundred captives implored in vain the mercy 
of the vidor ; and the daughter of Alexius de- 
plores the lofs of thirteen thoufand of his fub- 
je<as or allies. The want of experience had been 
fupplied by the genius of Guifcard; and each 
evening , when he had founded a retreat , he 
calmly explored the caufes of his repulfe, and 
invented new methods how to remedy his own 
defeds J and to baffi« the advantages of the ene- 
my. The winter feafon Xufpended his progre£s; 
with th^ return of fpring he again afjpired to the 



Jul| 17. 



tr6 THE'DECLlNE AND FALL 

CHAP, conqueft of Conftantinople ; bat , inftead of tri- 
LYi. verfing the hills oi^ Epirus , he turned his arm» 
againft Greece and the iflands, where the fpoils 
would repay the labour, and where the land and 
fea forces might purfue. their joint operations 
with vigour and efFed. But , in the ifle of 
Cephalonia, his projedls were fatally blafted by 
His death, an epidemical difeafe ; Robert himfelf , in the 
jui?.i°^^' feventieth year of his age, expired in his tent; 
and a fufpicion of poifon was imputed, by public 
rumour, to his wife, or to the Greek emperor '\ 
This premature death might allow a boundlefs 
fcope for the imagination of his future exploits; 
and the event fufficiently declares, that the Nor- 
man greatnefs was founded on his life *'. Wifeh- 
^ out the appearance of an enemy, a viAorious 
army difperfed or retreated in diforder and con- 
fternation; and Alexius, who had trembled for 
his empire , rejoiced in his deliverance. Th^ 
gaily which tranfported the remains of Guifcard 
was fhipwrecked on the Italian (hore ; but the 
duke's body was recovered from the fea , and 
depofited in the fepulchre of Venufia **, a place 
more illuftrious for the birth of Horace *\ than 
for the burial of the Norman heroes. Roger, 
his fecond fon and fucceffor, immediately funk 
to the humble ftation of a duke of Apulia: the 
efteem or partiality of his father left the valiant 
Bohemond to the inheritance of his fwQrd. The 
national tranquillity was difturbed by his claims, 
till the firft crulade againft the infidels of the 

Eaft 
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Eaft opened ^ more fplendid field of glory and chap* 
conqucft *'. / i,vi. 

Of human life, the moft glorious or humble pro- R^'s" an* 
fpeds are alike and foon bounded by the (epulchre. ""*»'"«" «f 
The male lineof Robert Guifcard \yas extinguifhed^ coTnt'o?"* 
both in Apulia and at Antioch , in the feoond gene- ^^^'^^y^ 
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ration; but his younger brother became the father ,ioiI_,', 
of a line of kings ; and tht fon of the great count February ^l 
was endowed with the name , the cpnquefts , an4 
the fpirit, of the firft Rog^r *^ The heir of that 
}^ormaa adventurer was born in Sicily ; and > #t th^ 
age of only four years, heluQceeded t9 the fov^ - 
f eignty of the iilaad , a lot which xejafon .flight 
envy , could (he indulge for a moment the vifiopary^ 
jthough virtuous , wi(h of dominion. Had Rog^ 
b^en content with his f rui tf ul patrimony , an ha(>py 
and grateful people might hav^ bleffed tfeeir ben^ 
iaOiOx i and , if a wife adminiftratioq could have 
reftored the profperous times of the Greek colo- 
nies**, the opulence and power of Sicily .aJqae 
jnight have equalled the wideft fcope that cOui4 
be acquired and defolated by thf fword of wan' 
3ut the ambition of the great count was ignorant 
of thefc noble purfuits ; it was gratified by jthe 
vulgar means of violence and artifice. He fought 
to obtain the undivided ppffeflion pf Palermo i of 
which one moiety had been ceded to the cld,er 
branch; ftruggled to enlarge his Calabrian limits 
beyond the meafure of former treaties ; and irnpa* 
tiently watched the declining health of his cbufm 
William of Apulia, the grandfoo of Robert, On Dute •r 
the firft intelli eencc of his prertoature death , Roger Apuiia, 
Vol. X, N *'"»"='• 
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CHAP, failed from PalermoVithfeven gallics, caft anchor 
tvh in the bay of Salerno , received , after ten days 
negociation , an oath of fidelity from the Norman 
capital , commanded the fubmiflion of the barons^ 
and extorted a legal inyeftiture from the reliidant 
popes , who could not long endure either the 
friendship or enmity of a power&il vaffal. The 
iacred fpot of Benevento was refpedfully fpared, 
as the patrimony of St. Peter ; but the redudUon 
Hof Capua and Naples completed the defign of his 
tmcle Guifcard ; and the fole inheritance of the 
Norman cfonquefts was poffeffed by the vidorious 
Rpger. A confcious fuperiority of power and 
merit prompted him to difdain the titles of dukfer 
and* of count ; and the ifle of Sicily , with a third 
perhaps of the continent of Italy might form the 
l^afis of a kingdom *' which would only yield to 
the monarchies of France and England. The chiefs 
of liie nation who attended his coronation at Paler- 
fno , might doubtl^fs pronounce under what name 
l)e Aould rei^ over them ; but the example of a 
Greek tyrant or a Saracen emir were infufficient to 
juftify his «gal charader ; and the nine kings of 
the Latin world '** mig^t difclaim their new affo- 
cia^e, unlefshe wire confecrated by the authority 
Pifftkjftgot of the fupreme pontiff. The pride ofAnacletus 
Sicily, wasp^leafed to confer a tide, which the pride of 

jjgg^ '^5 ' the Norman had ftooped to folicit'" ; but his own 

A. D. i«39, legitimacy was attacked by the adverfe eledion 

July as. ^£ Innocent the fccond; and while Anacletus fat 

in the Vatican , the fuccefsful fugitive was acknow- 

kdged by the nations of Europe. The infant 
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monarchy of Roger -was fhaken , aftd almoft over- chap. 
thrown, by the unlucky choice of an ecclcfiaftical LVI. 
patron ; and the fword of Lothaire the fecond of 
Germany, the excommunications of Innocent, the 
fkets of Pifa , and the zeal of St. Bernard , were 
united ft)r the ruin of the Sicilian robber. After 
a gallant refiftance , the Norman prince was drivca 
from the continent of Italy ; a new duke of Apulia* 
was invefted by the pope and the emperor , each 
of whom held one end of the gonfanon , or fiag- 
ftaff, as a token that they afferted their right, 
and fufpended their quarrel. But fucb jealous 
frtendlhip was of Ihort and precarious duration : ^ 
the German armies foon vanifhed in difeafe and 
defertion'*S the Apulian duke ^ with all hisadher- 
ents, was exterminated by a conqueror, who fel- 
dom forgave cither the dead-or the living; like 
bis predeceffor Leo the ninth, the feeble though 
haughty pontiff became the captive and friend of 
the Normans; and their reconciliation was cele- 
brated by the eloquence of Bernard , who now 
revered the title and virtues of the king of Sicily. 

As a penance for his impious war againft the Hi* coirquefl* 
fttcceffor of St Peter, that monarch might have'* ^^^"|^^ 
promifed to difplay the banner of the crofs, and ma — 1152, 
he accomplilbed with ardour a vow fo propitious 
to his intereft and revenge. The recent injuries of 
Sicily might provoke a juft retaliation on the heads 
of the Saracens : the Normans , whofe blood had 
been mingled with fo many fubjedl ftreams , were 
encouraged to remember and emulate the naval 
trophies of their fathers, and in the maturity of 

N ^ 
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c iTa p. their ftrength they contended With the decline of 
tvi. an African power. Whert the Fatimite caliph de* 
parted for the conqueft of Egypt , he rewarded 
the real merit and apparent fidelity of his fervant 
Jofeph, with a gift of his royal mantle , and forty 
Arabian horfes , his palace with its fumptuous fur- 
niture , and the government of the kingdoms of 
Tunis and Algiers. The Zeirides **' , the defcend- 
ants of Jofeph , forgot their allegiance and grati- 
tude to a diftant benefador, grafped and abufed 
the fruits of profperity ; and after running the little 
courfe of an Oriental dynafty , were now fainting 
in their own weaknefs^ On the fide of the land, 
they were oppreffed by the Almohades, the fana- 
tic princes of Morocco, while the fea-coaft was 
^open to the enterprifes of the Greeks and Franks , 
who, before the clofe of the eleventh century, 
had extorted a ranfom of two hundred thoufand 
pieces of gold. By the firft arms of Roger, the 
illand or rock of Malta , which has been fincc 
ennobled by a military aiid religious colony , was 
infeparably annexed to the crown of Sicily. Tri- 
poly "* , a ftrong and maritime city , was the next 
objeft of his attack ; and the flaughter of the males , 
the captivity of the females , might be juftified by 
the frequent pradlice of the Moflcms therafelves. 
The capital of the Zeirides was named Africa 
from the country, andMahadia **' from the Ara- 
bian founder: it is ftrongly built on a neck of land, 
but the imperfedion of the harbour is not com- 
pcnfated by the fertility of the adjacent plain, 
Mahadia was befiegcd by Geojge the Sicilian 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. i8i 

admiral , with a fleet of one hundred and fifty gal- c H A P» 
lies , amply provided with men and the inftru- lvi. 
mcnts of mifchief: the fovereign had fled, the 
Moorilh governor rcfufed to capitulate , declined 
the laft and irrefiftible affault , and fecretly efcaping 
with the Moflem inhabitants, abandoned the place 
»nd its treafurcs to the Rapacious Franks. In fuc- 
ccflive expeditions , the king of Sicily or his lieu- 
tenants reduced the cities of Tunis , Safax , Capfia , 
Boila, and a long trad of the fea-coaft **' ; the 
fortreffes were garrifoned , the country was tribu- 
tary, and a boaft, that it held Africa in fubjec- 
tion , might be afcribed with fome flattery on the 
fword of Roger "'• After his' death , that fword ' 
was broken ; and thefe tranfmarine poffeflions were 
negleded, evacuated, or loft, under the troubled 
reign of his fucceflbr "*. The triumphs of Scipio 
and Belifarius have proved ,. that the African con- 
tinent is neither inacceilible nor invincible: yet 
the great princes and powers of Chriftendom have 
repeatedly failed in their armaments againft the 
Moors , who may ftill glory in the eafy conqueft ^ 

and long fervitude of Spain. 

Since the deceafe of Robert Guifcard , the Nor- bb« wafioii 
mans had relinquiflicd , above fixty years , their ^ ^.Tus,- 
boftile defigns againft the empire oftheEaft. The • 
policy of Roger folici ted a public and private union 
with the 'Greek princes, whofe alliance would 
dignify his regal chara<iler : he demanded in mar- 
riage a daughter of the Comnenian family , and the 
firft fteps of the treaty feemed to promife a favour- 
able event. But the contemptuous treatment of hifi 

N 3 
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CHAP, ambaffadprs exafperated the vanity of the new nj©- 
I.VI, narch; and the infolenceof the Byza.ntine court was 
expiated , according to the Jaws of nations , by the 
fufferings of a guiltlcfs people "*. With a fleet of 
feventy gallics, George the admiral of Sicily appear- 
ed before Corfu : and both the ifland and city were 
delivered into his hands by the difaCFeded inhabit- 
ants, who had yet to learn that a fiege is ftill more 
calamitous than a tribute. In this invafion , offome 
moment in the annals of commerce, the Normans 
fpread themfelves by fea , and over the provinces 
of Greece ; and the venerable age of Athens, The- 
bes, and Corinth, was violated by rapine and 
cruelty. Of the wrongs of Athens no memorial 
remains. The ancient walls , which encompaffed 
without guarding the opulence of Thebes, were 
fcaled by the Latin Chriftians; but their fole ufe 
of the Gofpel was to fanclify an oath , that the 
lawful owners had not fecreted any relic of their 
inheritance or induftry. On the approach of the 
Normans the lower town of Corinth was evacuated : 
* ' the Greeks retired to the citadel , >yhich was feated 
on a lofty eminence , abundantly watered by the 
claffic fountain of Pirene ; an impregnable /ortrefs , 
if the want of courage could be balanced by any 
advantages of art or nature. As foon as the befieg* 
crs had fufmounted the labour (their fole labour) 
of climbing the hill; their general, from the com- 
manding eminence, admired his own viftory, and 
teftified his gratitujdc to heaven , by tearing from 
the altar the precious image of Theodore the tute-. 
laiy faint The filk ^vcaver$ of bothfexes, whom 
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George tranfported to Sicily, compofed the moft CHkT^ 
valuable part of the fpoil , and in comparing the j,yv 
flctlfiil induftry of the mechanic with the floth and 
cowardice of the foldier , be was heard to exclaims, 
that the diftaff and loom were the only weapons 
which the Greeks were capable of ufing. The His admiral 
progrefe of this naval armament was marked by ^«"y«" 
two confpicuous events, the refcue of the king of Jf pj^jg^*. 
France' , and the infult of the Byzantine capital; 
In his return by fca from an unfortunate crufade, 
Louis the feventh was intercepted by the Gfeeks, 
who bafely violated the laws of honour and reli-* 
gion. The fortunate encounter of the Norman fleet 
delivered the royal captive; and after a free and 
honourable entertainment in the court of Sicily, 
Louis continued his journey to Rome and Paris "*: 
Jn the abfence of the emperor, Conftantinople indinfuits Coii» 
the Hcllefpont \yere left without defence and with-. **"^^"op^«- 
out the fufpicion of danger. The ckrgy and peo- 
ple, for the foldiers had followed the ftandard of 
Manuel , were aftoniflicd and difmayed at the 
hoftile appearance of a line of gallies , whiqh. boldly 
caft anchor in the fjtont of the Imperial city. The 
forces of the Sicilian admiral were inadequate to the 
fiege or affault of an immenfe and populous metro- ^ 
polis : but George enjoyed the glory of humbliog' 
the Greek arrogance , and of marking the path 
of conqueft to the navies of the Weft. He landed' 
fome foldiers to rifle the fruits of the royal gar* 
dens , and pointed with filver , op more probably 
with fire, the arrows which he difcharged againft 
"^palace of tfccCaelars '". This playful outrage of Titt^t»f4!MK 
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the pkatei of Sicily, yrho had furprifed an an* 
guarded moment, Manuel affected to defpife^ 
while his martial fpirit , and the forces of thc.em- 
pire , were awakened to revenge. The Arcbipe-* 
lago and Ionian fea were covered with his fqua-* 
droris and thofc of Venice, but I know not by 
what favourable allowance of tranfpbrts , vidual- 
Icrs , and pinnaces , our reafon , or even our fancjr, 
can be reconciled to the ftupendous account of 
fifteen hundred veffels, which 4s propofed by m. 
3yzadtine hiftorian. Thefe operations were dired:-* 
ed with prudence and* energy : in his homeward 
voyage , George loft nineteen of his gallies, which 
'Weire feparated and taken : after an obftinate de* 
fence, Corfu implored the clemency of her lawful 
fovereign; nor could a fhip, a foldierof the Nor*, 
man prince, be found, unlefsasa captive, withia 
the limits of the Eaftern empire. The profperity 
and the health of Roger were already in adeclin* 
ing ftate : while he liftened in his palace of Pa- 
lermo to thfe meffengers of viAory or defeat, the 
invincible Manuel , theforemoft in every aflault, 
was celebrated by the Greeks and Latins as the 
Alexander or Hercules of the age. 

A prince of fuch a temper could npt be fatisfied 
with having repelled the infolence of a Barbarian. 
It was the right and duty, it might be the in- 
tercft and glory, of Manuel to reftore the ancient 
majefty of the empire , to recover the provioicei 
of Italy and Sicily , and to chaftife this pretended 
king , the grand fon of a Norman vaffal "*« The- 
natives of Calabria wece ftill. attached to the Gceeln;; 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. i8s 

laragtiage and worOiip , which had been inexorably chap* 
profcribcd by the Latin clergy; after the lofs of tvi. 
her dukes, Apulia was claimed as a fervilc appen- 
dage to the crown of Sicily : the founder of the 
monarchy had ruled by the fword; and his dea^b 
had. abated the fear, without healing the difcon- 
taent, of his fubjeds: the feudal government was 
always pregnant with the feeds of rebellion ; and 
a nephew of Roger himfelf invited the enemies of 
his family and nation. The majefty of the purple ^ 
and aferies of Hungarian and Turkiflb wars, pre- 
vented Manuel from embarking his perfon in the 
Italian expedition. To the brave and noble Palaeo- 
logus , his lieutenant ,' the Greek monarch entrufted 
a fleet. and army; the fiege of Bari was his firfl: 
exploit ; and , in every operation , gold as well as 
fteel was the inftrument of vidory. Salerno, and 
fome places along the weftcrn coaft , maintained 
their fidelity to the Norman king ; but he loft in 
two campaigns the greater part of his. continental 
pofleflions ; ~ and the roodeft emperor^ difdaining 
all flattery and falfehood , w:as content with the 
rcduclion of three hundred cities or villages of 
Apulia and Calabria, whofe names and titles were 
infcribed on all the walls of the palace. The 
prejudices pf jthe Latins were griatified by a ge- 
nuine or fidlitious donation , under the feal of the 
German Gaefars ''* ; but the fucceflbr of Gonftantine ^.^ ^^^ ^^ 
foon renounced this ignominious pretence , claim- acquiring 
qd the indefeafible d<?minion of Italy , and pro- {^^l *"** *^® 
felled his defign or chacm^ the Barbarians beyond pire, 
tiie Alps, Bv the artful fpeeches, liberal gifts' ^- ^• 
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OH A P. and iinbottnded promifes, of their Eaftern ally, 
LVi. the free cities wepe encouraged to perfcverfe in 
their generous ftruggle againft the defpotiCcn erf 
Frederic Barbaroffa: the walls of Milan were 
rebuilt by the contributions of Manuel ; and he 
poured, fays the hiftorian, a river of gold into 
the bofom of A^ncona , whofe attachment to the 
Greeks was fortified by the jealous enmity of , the 
Venetians "*. The fituation and trade of Ancona 

y rendered it an important garrifon in the heart of 

Italy : it was twice befieged by the arms of Fre« 
deric; the Imperial forces were twice rcpulfcd by 
the fpirit of freedom ; that fpirit was animated 
by the ambaffador of Gouftantinople i and the 
moft intrepid patriots , the moft faithful fervants 
were rewarded by the wealth and honours of the* 
Byzantine court"*. The pride of Manuel difdained 
and rejeded a Barbarian colleague ; his ambition, 
was excited by the hope of ftripping the purple 
from the German ufurpers, and of eftabliihingyiA 
the Weft, as in the Eaft, his lawful title of fole 
emperor of the Romans. With this view, he 
folicited the alliance of the people and the bifiiop 
of Rome. Several of the nobles embraced the 
caufe of the Greek monarch; the fplendid nuptials^ 
of his niece with Odo Frangipani, (ecured the 
fupport of that powerful family "* , and his royal 
ftandard or image was entertained with due re« 
. veirence in the ancient metropolis"'. During the 
quarrel between Frederic and Alexander the third, 
the pope twice received in the Vatican the am- 
baiTadors of Conftantinople. They flattered his 
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piety by the long-promifed union of the two c h a f . 
churches, tempted the avarice of his venal court j tvi. 
and exhorted the Roman pontiff to feize the juft 
provocation , the favourable moment , to humble 
the favage infolence of the Alemanni , anduo 
acknowledge the true reprefentative of Conftantine 
and Auguftus "*• ^ 

But thefe Italian conquefts , this univerfal reign, *'a^«'^«/o^ 
foon efcaped from the hand of the Greek emperor. *^ ^ *^"^' 
His firft demands were eluded by the prudence 
of Alexander the third, who paufed on this deep 
arid momentous revolution "* ; nor could the pope 
be feduced by a perfonal difpute to renounce the 
perpetual inheritance of the Latin name. After 
his re-union with Frederic, he fpoke a more 
peremptory language , confirmed the ads of his 
predeceffors , excommunicated the adherents of 
Manuel, and pronounced the final feparatlon of 
the churches, or at leaft the empires, of Conftan- 
tihople and Rome "*. The free cities of Lombardy 
no longer remembered their foreign benefador, 
and without preferving the friendlhip of Ancona, 
he foon incurred the enmity of Venice **'. By his 
own avarice or the complaints of hi^ fubjedls , the 
Greek emperor was provoked to arreft the per* 
fons , and confifcate the effedls , of the Venetian 
merchants. This violation of the public faith 
cxafperated ^ free and commercial people: one 
hundred gallies were launched and armed in as 
many days ; they fwept the coafts of Dalmatia and 
Greece ; but after fome mutual wounds , the war 
was terminated by an agreement, inglorious to 
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CHAP, the empire , infufEcient for the republic; and 21 
IVi. complete vengeance of thefe and of frefli injuries, 
was referved for the. fucceeding generation. The 
lieutenant of Manuel had infornied his fovereign 
that he was ftrong enough to quell any domeftic 
revolt of Apurtia and Calabria; but that his forces 
were inadequate to refift the impending attack of 
the king of Sicily^. His prophecy was foon ve- 
rified: the death of Palaeolpgus devolved the 
command on feveral chiefs , alike eminent in rank, 
alike defcdive in military talents; the Greeks 
were oppreffed by land and fea ; and ' a captive 
remnant that efcaped the fwords of the Normans 
and Saracens, abjured ail future hoftility againft 
the perfon or dominions of their conqueror '"• 
Yet the king of Sicily eftcemcd the courage and 
conftancy of Manuel , who had landed a fecond 
Peace with army on the Italian fhoje : he refpedfully addreffed 
aTd^^iTs*"' ^^^ ^^^ Juftinian ; folicited a peace or truce of 
thirty years, accepted as a gift, the regal title; 
and acknowledged himfclf the military vaffal of 
the Roman empire "'. The Byzantine Csefars 
acquiefccd in this fhadow of dominion , without 
expedling, perhaps without defiring, the fervice 
of a Norman army ; and the truce of thirty years 
was not difturbed by any hoftilities between Sicily 
and Conftantinople. About the end of that pe^. 
riod , the throne of Manuel was ufurped by an 
inhuman tyrant, who had deferved the abhorrence ; 
of his country and^mankind : the fword of William 
the fecond , the grandfon of Roger , was drawn 
by a fugitive of the Comnenian race ; and the 
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fiibjeds of Andronicus might falute the ftrangers c h a p.\ 
as friends , fince they detefted their fovcreign a$ tvi. 
the word of enemies. The Latin hiftorians "* laft war ot 
expatiate on the rapid progrcfs of the four counts ^^« OwkB 
Vrho invaded Romania with a fleet and army,ma„s^ 
and reduced many caftles and cities to the obe- a. d. uss* 
dieiice of the king of Sicily. The Greeks."- 
accufe and magnify the wanton and facrilegious 
cruelties that were perpetrated in the fack of 
Theffalonica the fecond city of the empire. The 
former deplore the fate of thofe invincible but 
unfufpeding warriors. who were deftroyed by the 
arts of a van^uilhed foe. The latter applaud , in 
fongs of triumph , the repeated viAories of their 
countrymen on the Tea of Marmora orPropontis, 
on the banks of the Strymon , and under thewalh 
of Durazzo. A revolution which puniihed the 
crimes of Andronicus, had united againft the 
Franks the zeal and courage of the fuccefsful 
infurgents : ten thoufand were flain in battle , and 
Ifaac Angelus , the new emperor, might indulge 
liis vanity or vengeance in the treatment of four 
thoufand captives. Such was the event of the 
laft conteft between the Greeks and Normans: 
before the expiration of twenty years, the rival 
tiations were loft or degraded in foreign fervitude; 
and the fucceffors of Conftantine did not long ^ 
furvive to inful&»the fall of the Sicilian monarchy. 

The fceptre of Roger fucceffively devolved to wiiiiam r. 
bis fon and grandfon : they might be confounded '*** ^f*'* *'*"• 
under the name of William ; ' they are ftrongly a. d"/m4. 
difcriminated by the epithets of the bad and the ^^^' **— 
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CHAP, $ood : but thefe epithets , vrhich appear to defcribe 
ivi. the pcrfedion of vice and virtue , cannot ftridly 
Mo?'"^^ be applied to either of the Norman princes. When 
he was roufed to arms by danger and Ihame , the 
firft William did not degenerate from the valour 
of his race; but his temper was flothful; his man- 
ners were diflbijute; his paflions headllrong and 
mifchievous; and ttie monarch is refponfible , not 
only for his perfonal vices, but for thofe of Majo, 
the great admiral , who abufed the confidence , 
and confpired againft the life , of his benefadon 
From the Arabian conqueft, Sicily had imbibed 
a deep tin<flure of Oriental mann<irs ; the defpotifm, 
the pomp 9 and even the haram , of a fultan ; and 
a Chriilian people was opprefled and infulted by 
the afcendant of the eunuchs, who openly pro^ 
feffed , or fecretly cheriihed , . the religion of 
Mahomet. An eloquent hiftorian of the times "' 
has delineated the misfortunes of his country "' : 
the ambition and fall of the ungrateful Majo; 
the revolt and puniflmftent of his aflaffins; the 
imprifonment and deliverance of the king himfelf ; 
the private feuds that arofe from the public con* 
fufion; and the various forms of calamity and 
difcord which afflided Palermo , the ifland , and 
the continent, during the reign, of William the 
waiiam n. firft, and the minority of his fon. The youth, 
the Good, hinoccnce , and beauty of William the^fecond '", 

May 7 ' endeared him to the nation : the fadions were 

«-_^*!!*^* reconciled; the laws were revived; and from the 
manhood to the premature death of that amiable 
prince I Sicily enjoyed a fhort feafon of peace , 
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juftice , and bapplncis , w6ofe value was enhanced chap; 
by the remembrance of the pad and the dread of lyu 
futurity. The legitimate male pofterity of Tancred • 
of Hauteville , \vas extind in the perfon of the 
fecond William; but his aunt, the daughter of 
Roger, had married the moft powerful prince of 
the age ; and Henry the fixth , the fon of Frederic 
BarbarofTa , defcended from the Alps , to claim 
the Imperial crown and the inheritance of his 
wife. Againft the unanimous wifh of a free 
]>eople, this inheritance could only be acquired 
by arms; and I am pleafed to tranfcribe the ftyle 
aad fenfe of the hiflorian Falcandus , who writes 
at the moment and on the fpot, with the feelings 
of a patriot and the prophetic eye of a ftatefman. 
" Conftantia , the daughter of Sicily , nurfed from Lamentation 
" her cradle in the pleafures and plenty, and **.^ ^^* *>'***• 
" educated in the aits and manners , of this for: J|**j" *^^"* 
** tunate ifle,. departed long fince to enrich the 
" Barbarians with* our treafures , and now returns, 
** with her favage allies , to contaminate the 
" beauties of her venerable parent Already I 
, ** behold the fwarros of angry Barbarians : out ' 
** opulent cities, the places fleuriihing in a long 
** peace , are {haken with fear , defolated by flaugh- 
" tcr , confumed by rapine , and polluted by 
" intemperance and luft. I fee the raaffacre or 
** captivity of our citizens, the rapes of our vir- 
** gins and matrons "'. In this extremity ( he in- 
" terrogates a friend ) how muft the Sicilians ad: ? 
** By the unanimous eledion of a king of valour 
'^ and experience , Sicily and Calabria might yet 
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* be preferved*'*; for ih the levity of tiie A|>u- 
lians , ever eager for new revolution? , I cap 
repofe neither confidence oor hope'", SbQul4 
Calabria be loft , the lofty towers , the num^rou^ 
youth, and the naval ftrength^ of Meflina*"^ 
might guard the paffage agaioft a foreign iavji- 
der. If the favage Germans coalefce with the 
pirates oWVIeffina ; if they deftroy with fire thp 
fruitful region , fo often wafted by the fires of 
mount ^tna*'\ what refource will be left. for 
the interior parts of the ifland , thefe nobk citjei^ 
-which fhould never be violated by the boftile 
footfteps of a Barbarian ''^? Catana has agaii^ 
been overwhelmed by an earthquake : the: an- 
cient virtue of Syracufe expires in poverty an4 
folitude'"; but Palermo is ftill crowned with 
a diadem , and her triple 'walls indofe the aftive 
multitudes of Chriftians and Saracens. If the 
two nations, under one king, can unite for 
their icommon fafety, they ^ ay ru{b on the 
Barbarians with invincible arms. But- if the 
Saracens, fatigued by a repetition of injuries, 
fhould now retire and rebel ; if they fhould 
occupy the caftles of the mountains and fea- 
coaft, the unfortunate Chriftians, expofed to a 
double attack, and placed as it were between 
the hammer and the anvil , rauft refign them- 
fclves to hopelefs and inevitable fervitude''*." 
We muft not forget, that a prieft here pr^rs 
his country to his religion; and that the Modems, 
whofe alliance he feeks, were ftill numerous and 
powerful ia the ftate of Sicily* 

The 
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The hopes, or at leaft.thc wiQies^ of Falcandus, c 11 a P. 
were at firft gratified by the free and unanimous lvi, 
cledion of Tancred, the grandfon of the firft c°"^"«" "^ 
king, >vhofe birth was iJlegitimate, but whofe oF^sjgi,^y by* 
civil and military virtues fhone without a blemifli. 'he eny»eroir 
During four years, the term of his life and reign, ^^^"^^ ' 
he flood in arms, on the fartheft verge of the 
Apulian frontier, againft the powers of Germany; 
and the reftitution of a royal captive , of Con- 
ftantia herfelf, without injury or ranfom, may 
appear, to furpafc the moft liberal meafure of 
policy or reafon. After his dcceafe , the kingdom 
of his widow and infant fon fell without a 
flruggle; and Henry purfued his vidorious march 
from Capua to Palermo. The political balance 
of Italy was deftroyed by his fuccefs ; and if the 
pope and the free . cities had confulted their 
obvious and real intercft, they would have com- 
bined the powers of earth and heaven to prevent 
the dangerous union of the German empire with 
the kingdom of Sicily. But the fubtle policy , for 
which the Vatican has fo often been praifed or 
arraigned , was on this occafion blind and in- 
adlivc; and if it were true that Ccleftine the 
third had kicked away the Imperial crown from 
the head of the proftrate Henry '^', fijch an adl ^ 
of impotent pride could ferv« only to cancel an 
obligation and provoke an enemy. The Genocfe, 
who enjoyed a beneficial trade and e^ftablifhment 
in Sicily, liftened to the promife of his boundlefjj 
gratitude and fpeedy departure *'* : their fleet 
i^ommanded the ftreightis of Mefllna, and opened 
Vol. X. O 



194 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, the harbour of Palermo,; and the firft adl of his 
Lvi. government was to abolifh the privileges, and 
to feize the property, of thefc imprudent allies. 
The lad hope of Falcandus was defeated by the 
difcord of the Chriftians and Mahometans : they 
fought in the capital; feveral thoufarids of the 
latter were flain ; but their furviving brethren 
fortified the mountains , and difturbed above 
thirty years the peace of the iflahd. By the policy 
of Frederic the fecond , fixty thoufand Saracens 
were tranfplanted to Nocera in Apulia. In their 
wars againft the Roman church , the emperor 

^ and his fon Mainfroy were ftrengthened and 

difgraced by the fervice of the enemies of Chrift; 
and this national colony maintained their religion 
and manners in the heart of Italy , till they were 
extirpated, at the end of the thirteenth century » 
by the zeal and revenge of the houfc of Anjou *'*. 
All the calamities which the prophetic orator had 
deplored , were furpafled by the Qruelty and 
avarice of the German conqueror. He violated 
the royal fepulchres, and explored the fecret 
treafures of the palace , Palermo , and the wholcf 
kingdom: the pearls and jewels, however pre- 
cious, might be eafily removed ; but one hundred 
and fixty horfes were hden with the gold and 
filver of Sicily '**. The young king, his mother 
and fillers, and the nobles of both fexes , were 
feparately confined in the fortreffes of the Alps; 
and, #n the flighteft rumour of rebellion, the 
captives were deprived of life , of their eyes , or 
of the hope of poAerity. Conflantia herfelf was 
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touched Avith fympathy for the miferies of het chap. 

country ; and the heirefs of the Norman line ivi. 

might ftruggle to check her defpotic hufband, 

and to fave the patrimony of her new-born fon, 

of an emperor fo famous in the next age under 

the name of Frederic the fecond.. Ten years after Final ex- 

this revolution, the French monarchs annexed to *'"^*°" ^'^ 

their crown the dutchy of Normandy : the fceptre a. d. 1204, 

of her ancient dukes had been tranfmitted , by 

a grand-daughter of William the Conqueror, to 

the houfe of Plantagenet ; and the adventurous 

Normans , who had faifed fo many trophies in 

France, England, and Ireland, in Apulia, Sicily, 

and the Eaft, were loft, either in viftory or 

fervitude, among the vanquiflied nations. t 
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CHAP. LVIL 



Tkc Turks of the Hovfc of Seljuk. — Their Revolt 
againji Mahmud Conqueror of Hindoftan. — Togrul 
fubdues Perjia, and proteSs the Caliphs. — Defeat 
and Captivity of the Emperor Romanus Diogenes by 
Alp Arslan. — Power and Magnificence of Malek 
Sliah. — . Conqueji of Afia Minor and Syria. — 
State and Opprejfion of Jerufalem. — Pilgrimages 
to the holy Sepulchre. 

CHAP. -T ROM the^ ide of Sicily , the reader ^puft 
Lvii. tranfport hiiijfelf beyond the Cafpian Sea ^ to 
THE the orieinal feat of the Turks or Turkmans, 
againft whom the firft cruiade was principally 
direded. Their Scythian empire of the fixth 
century was long fince diffolved ; but the name 
was ftill famous among the Greeks and Orientals; 
and the fragments of the nation, each a powerful 
and independent people, were fcattered over the 
defert from China to the Oxus and the Danube: 
the colony of Hungarians was admitted into the 
republic of Europe, and the thrones of Afia were 
occupied by flaves and foldiers of Turkifli ex- 
tradlion. While Apulia and Sicily were fubdn^d 
by the Norman lance , a fwarm of thefe northern 
ihepherds overfpread the kingdoms of Perfia: 
teheir princes of the race of Scijuk, eredcd a 
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fplcndid and folid empire from Samarcand to the chap. 
confines of Greece and Egypt; and the Turks lyiu 
have maintained their dominion in Afia Minor, 
till the vidlorious crefcent has been planted on 
the dome of St. Sophia. 

One of the greateil of t^c Turkifti princes, wasMahmnd, A* 
Mamood or Mahmud ' , the Gaznevide , who ^'"'^''o'' 
reigned in the eaftern provinces of Perfia, one 997 — lou. 
thoufand years after the birth of€hrift. /His father 
Sebcdagi was the flave of the fiave of the flave of 
the commander of the faithful. But in this defcent 
of fervitude , the firft degree was merely titular , 
fmce it was filled by the fovercign of Tranfoxiana 
and Chorafan, who ftill paid a nominal allegiance 
to the caliph of Bagdad. The fecond ranjc was 
that of a minifter of ftate, a lieutenant of the 
Samanides *, who broke, by his revolt, the bonds ^ 

of political flavery. But the third ftep was a ftate 
of real and domeftic fervitude in the family of 
that rebel ; from which Sebedagi, by his courage 
and dexterity, afcended to the fupreme command 
of the city and province of Gazna *, as the 
fon-in-law and fucceffor of his grateful mafter. 
The falling dynafty of the Samanides was at firft 
proteAed , and at laft overthrown , by theiif 
fervants; and, in the public difgrders, the fortune 
of Mahmud continually encreafed. For him , the 
title oifultan * was firft invented ; and his king* 
dom was enlarged from Tranifoxiana to , the 
neighbourhood of Ifpahan , from the ihores of 
the Cafpian to the mouth of the Indus. But the 
principal fource of hi^ fame aqd riches was the 
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CHAP 
LVII. 

His twelve 
expeditions 
inro Hin. 



holy war which h'e waged againft the Gentoos 
of Hindoftan. In this foreign narrative 1 may not 
confumc a page; and a volume would fcarccly 
fuffice to recapitulate the battles and.fieges of his 
twelvfe expeditions. Never was the Mufulman 
hero difmayed by the inclemency of the feafons, 
the height of the mountains , the breadth of the 
rivers , the barrennefs 6f the defert , the multitu- 
des of the enemy, or the formidable array of their, 
elephants of war *. The fultan of Gazna furpaffed 
the limits of the conquefts of Alexander : after 
a march of three months , over the hills of Calh- 
mir and Thibet, he reached the famous city of 
Kinnoge *, on the Upper Ganges; and, in a 
naval combat on one of the branches of the Indus, 
he fought and vanquiffied four thoufand boats 
of the natives. Dehli, Labor, and Multan , were 
compelled to open their gates : the fertile king- 
dom of Guzarat attracfted his ambition and tempted 
his fi:ay; and his avarice indulged the fruitlefs 
projedl of difcovering the golden and aromatic " 
ifles of the Southern Ocean. On the payment of 
a tribute, the rajahs preferved their dominions; 
the people, their lives and fortunes; but to the 
religion of Hindoftan , the zealous Mufulman 
was cruel and inexorable: many hundred temples, 
or pagodas , were levelled with the ground; 
-many thoufand idols were demoHQied; and the 
fervants of the prophet were ftimulated and re- 
warded by the precious materials of which they 
were compofed. The pagoda of Sumnat was 
fituate on the promontory of Guzarat , in .the 
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neighbourhood' of Din, one of the laft remaining chap. 
poffelTions of the Portuguefe '. It was endowed lyii." 
with the revenue of two thoufand villages; two 
thouCind Brahmins were confecrated to the fcr- 
vice of the Deity , whom they wafhed each ^ 
morning and evening in water from the diftant 
Ganges : the fubordinate minifters confided of 
three hundred muficians , three hundred barbers, 
and five hundred dancing girls, confpicuous for 
their birth or beauty. Three fides of the temple 
•were protected by the ocean, the narrow ifthmus 
\vas fortified by a natural or artificial precipice; 
and the city and adjacent country were peopled 
by a nation of ^ fanatics. They confefled the fins 
and the punifhment of Kinnogc and Dehli; but if 
the impious ftranger fhould prefume.to approach 
their ^ holy precincts ,, he would furely be over- 
whelmed by a blail of the Divine vengeance. By 
this challenge, the faith of Mahmud was anim- 
ated to a perfonal trial of the ftrength of this 
Indian deity. Fifty thoufand of ^is worfiiippers 
were pierced by the fpear of the Moflems: the 
walls were fcalcd ; the fancfluaiy was profaned; 
and the couqueror aimed a blow of his iron mace 
at the head of the idol. The (rcmbling Brahmius 
are faid to have offered ten millions fieri ing for his 
ranfom; and it was urged by the wifeft counfeL 
lors,. that the deftrudion of a ftone image would 
not change the hearts of the Gentpos; and that 
fuch a fum might be dedicated to the relief of 
the true believers. ^' Your reafons , " replied the 
Sultau, " are fpecious aud ftrong; hut never ia 

Q4. ■ 
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e H A p, " the .eyes of pofterity fliall Mahroud appear as 

XVH, '^ a merchant of idols. " He repeated his blows, 

, and a treafure of pearls and rubies , concealed in 

the belly of the ftatue, explained in fcjme degree 

the devout prodigality of the Brahmins. The 

{ragmcnts of the idols were diftributed to Gazna, 

Mecca, and Medina. Bagdad liftened to the 

edifying tale; and IVIahmud was faluted by the 

caliph with the title of guardian of the fortune 

and faith of Mahomet. 

iHs charae- From the paths of blood , and fuch is the hiftory 

of nations, I cannot refufe to turn afide to gather 

fome flowers of fcience or virtue. The name of 

IVIahmud the Gaznevide is ftill venerable in the 

Eaft : his fubjeds enjoyed the bleffings of profperity 

and peace ; his vices were concealed by the veil 

of religion; and two familiar examples will teftify 

lii» juftice and magnanimity. I, As he fat in the 

Divan, an unhappy fubjed: bowed before the 

throne to accufe the infolence of a Turklfli foldier 

who had driven him from his houfe and bed. 

^ Sufpend your clamours/' faid Mahmud ; " inform 

" me of his next vifit, and ourfelf in perfon will 

^^ judge and punifli the offender.'' The fultan 

followed his guide, inverted the houfe with his 

guards, and extinguifliing the torches , pronounced 

the death of the criminal , who had been feized 

in the ad of rapine and adultery. After the 

cixecution of his fentence, the lights were rekindled, 

Mahmud fell proftrate in prayer, and rifing from 

tiie ground , demanded fome homely fare, which 

he devoured yrith t|ie voracioufnefs of <hunger. 
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• 

The poor man, whdfe injury he had avenged, c hap, 

was unable to fupprcfs his aftoniihment and LviX 

curiofity ; and the courteous monarch condefcended 

to explain the motives^ of this lingular behaviour. 

^' I had reafon to fufped that none except one of 

** my fons could dare to perpetrate fuch an 

** outrage; and I extinguifhed the lights, that 

^* my juftice might be blind and inexorable. My 

" prayer v^as a thankfgiving on the difcovery of 

^' the offcflder; and fo painful was my anxiety, 

" that I had paffed three days without food fincc 

^' the firft moment of your complaint." II. The 

fultari of Gazna had declared war againft the 

dynafty of the Bowides, the fovercigns of the 

weftern Perfia: he was difarmed by aft epiRle of 

the fultana mother, and delayed his invafion till 

the manhood of her fon *. "During the life of ^ 

"my hulband," faid the artful regent, "I was 

" ever apprehenfive of your ambition: he was a 

" prince and a foldier worthy of your arms. He 

" is now no more ; . his fceptre has paffed to a . 

•* woman and a child , and you dare not attack 

^* their infancy and weaknefs. How inglorious 

^* would be your conqueft, how fhameful your 

*' defeat ! and yet the event of war is in the hand 

^^ of the Almighty. " Avarice was the only defedl 

that tarnifhed the illuftrious charaderof Mahmud; 

and never has that paffion been more richly 

fatiated. The Orientals exceed the raeafure of ^ 

credibility in the account of millions of gold and 

fil ver , fuch as the ^ avidity of man has jievcr 

accumulated ; in the magnitude of pearls, diamonds. 
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CHAP, and rubies, fuch as have never been produced by 

xvii. the workmanQiip of nature *. Yet the foil of 

Hindoftan is impregnated with* precious minerals; 

her trade, in every age, has attraded the gold 

and filver of the world ; and her virgin fpoils 

were rifled by the firft of the Mahometan con- 

.querors. His behaviour, in the laft days of his 

life , evinces the vanity of thefe poffeflions , fo 

Jaborioufly won , fo dangeroufly held , and fo 

inevitably loft. He furveyed the vaft ^nd various 

chambers of the treafury of Gazha; burft into 

tears; and again clofed the doors , without be- 

ftowing any portion of the wealth which he 

could no longer hope to preferve. The following 

day he reviewed the ftate of his rriilitary force; 

I one hundred thoufand foot, fifty-five thoufand 

^ horfe 5 and thirteen hundred elephants of battle '% 

He again wept the inftabllity of human greatnefs; 

and his grief was embittered by the hollile progrefs 

of the Turkmans, whom he had introduced into 

. the heart of his Perfian kingdom. 

Manners and In the modern depopulation of Afia , the regular 

emigration oF operation of eovemment andaericultureis confined 

the Turks, or ^ , . ,\ , j r •• j i in 

Turkmans to the neighbourhood ot cities; and the diltant 
*fso—io23 country is abandoned to the paftoral tribes of 
Arabs , Curds , and Turkmans ". Of the laft- 
mentioned people , two confiderable branches 
extend on either fide of the Cafpian Sea: the 
weftern colony can mufter forty thoufand foldiers; 
.the eaftern, lefs obvious to the traveller, but 
mor^ ftrong and populous , has encreafcd to the 
number of one hundred thoufaifd families. In the 
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raidfl of civilized nations, they preferve the manners q h a: p. 
of the Scythian defert, rcpiove their encampments lvii, 
with the change of feafons, and feed their cattle 
among the ruins ofpalaces and temples. Their flocks 
and herds are their only riches; their tents, either 
black or white , according to the colour of the 
banner, are covered with felt, and of a circular 
form; their winter apparel is a iheep-flcin; a robe 
of cloth or cotton their fumraer garment: thc' 
features of the men are.harfh and ferocious; thc 
countenance of their women is foft and pleafing. 
Their wandering life maintains the fpirit and 
cxercife of s^rms; they fight on horfeback; and 
their courage is difplayed in frequent contefts with 
each other and with their neighbours. For the 
licence of pafture they pay a flight tribute to thc 
fovereign of the land ; but the domeftic jurifdidioa 
is in the hands of the xrhiefs and elders. The firfl 
emigration of the can:ern Turkmans, the moll 
ancient of their race, may be afcribed to thc 
tenth century of the Chrift:ian sera". In the 
decline of the caliphs ^ and the weaknefs of their , 

lieutenants, the barrier of the Jaxartes was often 
violated: in each invafion,. , after the vidlory or 
retreat of their counti ymen , fome wandering tribe , 
embracing the. Mahometan faith , obtained a free 
encampment in the fpacious plains and plcafant 

.climate of Tranfoxiana and Carizme. TheTurkilh 
flaves who afpired to the throne encouraged thefe 
emigrations , which recruited their arqiies , awed 
their fubjeds and rivals, and protected the fron- 

.tier againft the wilder natives of Turkeftan: and 
tliis policy was abufed by Mahmvid the Gaznevide 
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CHAP, beyond the example of former times. He was 
Lvu. admoniihed of his error; by a chief of the race of 
Seljuk , who dwelt in the territory of Bochara. 
The fultan had enquired wiiat fupply of men he 
could furnifh for military fervice. ' '' If you fend , " 
replied Kmael, "one of tbefe arrows into our 
*^ camp, fifty thoufand of your fervants will 
^ mount on horfeback. '* " And if that number , " 
continued JVIahmud, "^Ihould not be fufficient?" 
^ Send this fecond arrow to the hord of Balik , 
^ and you will find fifty thoufand more/' But," 
faid the Gazncvide , diflembling his anxiety , " if 
^* I fhould ftand in need of the whole force of 
*' your kindred tribes?" ^Difpatch my bow," 
was the laft reply of Ifmaef, " and as it is circulated 
*' aroynd, the -fummons will be obeyed by two 
^ hundred thoufand horfe. " The apprehenfian 
of fuch formidable friendfhip induced Mahmud to 
tranfporl the moft obnoxious tribes into the heart 
of Chorafa-n , where they would be feparated from 
their brethren by the river Oxus, and inclofed 
on all fides by the walls of obedient cities. But 
the face 'of the country was an objedl of temptation 
rather than terror; and the vigour of government 
was relaxed by the abfence and deiath of the 
fultan of Gazna. The fhepherds were converte4 
into robbers ; the bands of robbers were colleded 
into an army of conquerors : as far as Ifpahan 
and the Tigris, Perfia was afflidlcd by their 
predatory inroads; and the Turkmans were not 
afhamed or afraid to mfeafure their courage arid 
numbers 'with the proudeft fovereigns of Afia. 
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Maflbud, the fon and fucceffor of Mahmud, had chap. 
^00 long, neglefted the advice of his wifeft Omrahs. ^vii. 
^* Your enemies/' they repeatedly urgecl , "were 
" in their origin a fwarm of ants; they are 110 w 
^ little fnakcs ; and, unlefs they be inftantly 
** crjiQaed , they will acquire the venom and 
^' magnitude of ferpents." After fome alternatives 
of truce and hoftility , after the rcpulfe or partial 
fuGcefs of his lieutenants, the fultan niarched in 
pcrfon againft'the Turkmans, who attacked him 
on all fides with barbarous fhouts and irregular 
onfet. "Maffoud," fays the Perfian hiftorian '', They «i»fcat 
** plunged fingly to oppofc the torrent of gleaming ^*!* Gaznc- 
* arms, exhibiting fuch ads of gigantic force and rubdue Pcr- 
^ valour as. never king had before difplayed. A^'^^, 
" few of bis friends, roufed by his words and 
^ adlions^ and that innate honour which infpires 
"the brave, fcconded their lord fo well, that 
" whcrefocver he turned his fatal fword , the 
" enemies were mowed down-, or retreated before 
^^ him* But now, when vidory feemed to blow 
" on his ftandard , misfortune was adive behind 
" it ; for when he looked round , he beheld almoft 
" his whole army, excepting tha.t body he com- 
" manded in perfon , devouring the paths of 
^^ flight." The Gaznevidc was abandoned by 
the cowardice or treachery of fome geqierals of ^ 
Turkilh race; and this memorable day of Zende* 
can '* founded in Perfxa the dynafty of the ihepherd 
kii)gs '/. 
The vidorious Turkmans immediately proceeded ^7°*?.^ ^' 

1 1 r.' r 1 • • -r 1 111 the Sdjtt- 

t9 the eledioa Qt A king} wd^ iX the probable K»ns^ 
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CHAP, tale of a Latin hlftoiian '* deferves any credit , 
Lvii. they determined by lot the choice of their new 
^' ®» maftcr. A number of arrows were fucceflively 
infcribed with the name of a tribe, a family, and 
a candidate; they were drawn from the bundle 
by the hand of a child; and the important prize 
/ was obtained by Togrul Beg, the fon of Michael, 

the fon of Seljuk , whofe furname was immortalifed « 
in the .€:reatnefs of his pofterity. The fultan 
Mahmud , who valued himfelf on his flcill ia 
national genealogy, profefiTed his ignorance of the 
family of Seljuk ; yet the father of that race 
appears to have been a chief of powei* and 
renown '^ For a daring intrufion into the haram 
of his prince , Seljuk was banilhed from Turkcftan: 
with a numerous tribe of his friends and vaflals , 
he paffed the Jaxartes, encamped in tlie neigh- 
bourhood of Samarcand, embraced the religion 
of Mahomet, and acquired the crown of martyrdom 
in a war againft the infidels. His age, of an 
hundred and feven years, furpaffed the life of his 
fon, and Seljuk adopted the care of his two 
grandfons, Togrul and Jaafar; the cldeft of 
whom, at the age of forty-five, was invefted 
with the title of fultan , in the royal city of 
Reign and . Nifliabun The blind determination of chance 
STseL ^^^ juftified by the virtues of the fuccefsfcil 
A. D. candidate. It would be fuperfluous to praife the 
ro3S— 1063 Valour of a Turk; and the ambition of Togrul " 
was equal to his valour. , By his arms , the 
Gaznevides were expelled from the eaftern 
kingdoms of Perfia; and gradually drivenf to thtf 
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banks of the Indus, in fcarch of a foftcr and c hat?. 
more wealthy conqueft. In the Weft he annihilated i*vii. 
the dynafty of the Bowides; and the fceptre of 
Irak paffed from the Perfian to the Turkilb nation. 
The princes who had felt , or who feared , the 
Scljukian arrows, bowed their heads in the duftj j 
by the conqueft of Aderbijan , or Media , be 
approached the Roman confines; and the fhepherd 
prefumed to difpatch an ambafTador or herald to 
/demand the tribute and obedience of the empercMr 
of Conftantinople ". In his own dominions, 
Togrul was the father of his foldicrs and people; 
by a firm and equal adminiftration Perfia was 
relieved from the evils of anarchy ; and the fame 
hands which had been imbrued in blood became 
the guardians of juftice and the public peacel 
^The more ruftic, perhaps the wifeft, pofticm o£ - ^ 
the Turkmans ** continued to dwell in the tents 
of their anceftors; and, from the Oxus to the 
Euphrates , thefe military colonies were protected 
and propagated by their native princes. But .the 
Turks of the court and city were refined by 
bufuiefs and foftened by pleafure : they imitated 
the drefs , language , and manners , of Perfia ; 
and the royal palaces of Nilhabur and Rei difplayed 
the order and magnificence of a great monarchy. 
The moft defervin^ of the Arabians and Perfians 
were promoted to the honours of the ftate; and 
the whole body of the Turkifh nation embraced 
with fervour and fincerity the religion of Mahomet. 
The northern (warms of Barbarians, who overfpread 
both Europe and Afia , have been irrcconcileablv 



0o8 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

C H A P» feparated by the confequenccs of a fimilar condudi 
I.VII* Among the Moflems., as among the Chriftians, 
their vague and local traditions have yielded to 
the reafon and authority of the prevailing fyftem , 
to the fame of antiquity , and the confent of 
nations. But the triumph of the Koran is more 
pure and meritorious, as it -^ was not afliftec^ by 
any vifible fplendour of worfhip which might 
allure the Pagans by fome refemblance of idolatry* 
The fifft of the Seljukian fultans was confpicuous 
by his zeal and faith : each day he repeated the 
five prayers which are enjoined to the true 
believers : of each week , the two firft days were 
confecrated by an extraordinary faft ; and in every 
city a mofch was completed , before Togrul pre- 
fumed to lay the foundations of a palace *'. 
tte delivers With the belief of the Koran , the fon of Sel- 
^**a8dadf** ^^ i"^ imbibed a lively reverence for the fucceffor 
A. D. 105S. of the prophet. But that fublime charafter was 
ftill difputed by the caliphs of Bagdad and Egypt, 
and each of the rivals was folicitous to prove 
his title in the judgment of the ftrong though 
illiterate Barbarians. Mahmud the Gazncvide had 
declared himfelf in favour of the line of Abbas ; 
^nd had treated with indignity thfe robe of ho- 
nour which was prefcnted by the Fatimite ambaf- 
fador. Yet the ungrateful Hafliemite had changed 
with the change of fortune; he applauded the - 
vidory of Zendican, and named the Seljukian 
fultau his temporal vicegerent over the Moflem 
world. As Togrul executed and enlarged this 
important truft, he \ya« called to the deliverance 
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%f the caliph Caycm , atid bb^yed the holjr c k ii ft 
fummons j which gave a new kingdom to his isVilr 
arms ". la the palace of. Bagdad , the com* 
mander of the faithful ftill flumbered, d Vener- 
able phantom. His fervant of mafter, the priace 
of the Bowides, could no lorig^r prbted: hirxi y 

from the infolence of me^net tyrants; and the 
Euphrates and Tigris were dpprclTcd by the' 
tevolt of the Turkifli and Arabian enlirl The 
prefcncc of a conqueror was implored aS i. blef- 
fing; and the tranficnt tnifchiefs of fire and 
Iword were excufcdas the iharp biit falutary 
remedies which alone could reftore the health ol 
the republic. At the head of an irrefiflible force^ 
the fultan of Perfia marched from Hamddan : the 
proud were fcrulhed, the praftrate Were fparcd; 
the prince of the Bowides difappeared; the heads 
df the moft obftinate rebels were laid at the feet 
bf Togrul ; and he inflicfled a leffon of obedience: 
dn the people of Moful and Bagdad. After th^ 
chaftifenaent of the guilty, and the reftoration of 
peace i the royal Ihephefd atcepted the reward 
bf his labours; and a folenin comedy i-eprefented 
the triuniph of Religious prejudice over B^rba- 
fian power**; The Turkifli fultan embarkefd bn nis infeft!-\ 
the rigfi$, landed at the gate of Racca^ and ure. 
made his public entry on hbrfcback. At the 
palace -gate he refpedfully dHmourittd , and 
walked on foot ^ preceded by his emirs without 
arms. The caliph w^s feated behind his blacli 
Veil: the black garment of the Abtaffidcs was 
frail over his fboulders^ and he held in his han«l 
Vol. X- P 
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CHAP, the ftaffof the apoflle of God. The conqueror 
ivii. of the Eaft kiffed the ground , flood fome time 
in a modcft pofture , and was led towards the 
throne by the vizir and an interpreter. After 
Togrul had featcid hirafelf on another throne, his 
commiffion was publicly read, which declared 
him the temporal lieutenant of the vicar of the 
prophet. He was fucccffively invefted with feven 
robes of honour, and prcfcnted with feven flaves, 
the natives of the feven climates of the Arabian 
.empire. His myftic veil was perfumed with 
tnutk ; two crowns were placed on his head, two 
fcymetars were girded to his fide, as*he fyrobols 
of a double reign over the Eaft and Weft. After 
this inauguration , the fultan was prevented froni 
proftrating himfclf a fecond time ; but he twice 
kiffed thp hand 6f the commander of the faithful, 
-►and his titles were proclaimed by the voice of her- 
alds arid the applaufe of the Moflems. In a fecond 
vifit to Bagj;lad, the Seljukian prince again re- 
fcued the caliph from his enemies; and devoutly, 
on foot, led the* bridle of his mule from the 
prifon to the palace. Their alliance was cemented 
by the marriage of Togrurs.fiftcr with the fuc- 
ceffor of the prophet. Without reludance he 
bad introduced a Turkilh virgin into his haram ; 
but Cayem proudly refufcd his daughtier to the 
fultan, difdained to mingle the blood of the 
Hafhemites with the blood of a Scytbiar* fhcp- 
herd ; and protraAed the negociatiou many 
months, till the gradual diminution of his re- 
venue admoniflied him that he was ftill in 
the hands of a mafter. The royal nuptials were 
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followed by the death of Togrul hinafelf **; as c H a p. 
he left no children , his nephew Alp Arflan fuc- tvii. 
ceeded to the title and prerogatives of fultan; and and death, 
his name, after that of the caliph,' was pronounced ^' ^' *°*^* 
in the* public prayers of the Moflems. Yet in this 
revolution, the Abbaffides acquired a larger mea- 
furc of liberty and power. On the throne of Afia, ' 
the Turkifli monarchs were lefs jealous of the 
domeftic adminlftration of Bagdad j and the com* 
mandcrs of the faithful were relieved from the 
ignominious vexations to which they had been 
expofed by the prcfepcc and poverty of the Pef- 
fian dynafty. 

Since the fall of the caliphs , the difcord and The Turks 
degeneracy of the Saracens refpcfted the Afiatic '"^**** *^* 
provinces of Kome; which, by the vidlories of pir^"" *'^' V 

Nicephorus, Zimifces, and Balil, had been ex- a* ^» »®^9- 
tended as far as Antioch and the eaftern bound- 
aries of Armenia. Twenty-five years after the 
death of Bafil , his fuccefiTors were fuddenly af- 
faulted by an unknown race of Barbarians, who 
united the Scythian valour with the fanaticifm of 
new profelytes , and the art and riches of a ^ 
powerful monarchy *'. The myriads of Turkifh 
horfe overfpread a frontier of fix hundred miles 
from Tauris to Arzeroum , and the blood of one 
hundred and thirty thoufand Chriftians was a 
grateful facnfice to the Arabian prophet. Yet 
the arms of Togrnl did not make any deep or 
lafting impreflGon on the Greek empire. The 
torrent rolled away from the open country; the 
fultan retired without glory or fuccefs from the 
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CHAP, fiegc of an Armenian city; the obfcurc hoftilitics 
iviL -were continued or fufpendcd with a viciflitudc 
of events ; and the bravery of the Macedonian 
legions renewed the fame of the conqueror of 
Keign of Afia *'. The name of Alp Arflan , the valiant 
^'^A.D."' lion^ is expreffive of the popular idea of the 
io<5 — 4Q72. perfedion of man ; and the fucceffor of Togrul 
difplayed th^ fierccnefs arid generofity of the 
royal animal. He paCfed the Euphrates at the 
head of . the Tiirkiflb cavalry , and entered 
Caefarca, the metropolis of Cappadocia, to 
which he had been attraded by the fame and 
wealth of the temple of St. Bafil. The folid 
ftrudure refilled the deftroyer: but be carried 
away the doors of the (hrine incrufted with gold 
and pearls, and profaned the relics of the tutelar 
Co.«qneA'of faint, whofe mortal frailties were now covered 
GeSt "*' ^y ^^^ venerable ruft of antiquity. The final 
A. 0, xonqueft of Armenia and Georgia was atchieved 
*<^^ ic6». by Alp Arflan. In Armenia, the tide of a king- 
dom , and the fpirit of a nation , were annihilat- 
ed : the artificial fortifications were yielded by 
the mercenaries; of Conftantinople ; by ftrangers 
without faith, veteraqs without pay or arms, 
and recruits without experience or.difcipline. The 
]ofs of this important frontier was the news of a 
day ; and. the Catholics were neither furprifed ftor. 
difpleafed, that a people fo deeply infed;ed with 
the Neftorian and Eutychian errors, bad been de- 
livered by Chrift and his mother into the bands of 
the infidels v\ The woods and vallies of mount 
.Caucafus were more ftrenuoCifly defended by the 
native Georgians !* oi Iberians ; but the Turkiib 
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fultan and his fon Malck vrcre indefatigable in c H A r. 
this holy war ; their captives were compelled to ivu. 
promife a fpiritual as well as temporal obedience; 
and , inftead of their collars and bracelets, an 
iron horfe-flioe, a badge of ignominy, was im- 
pofed on. the infidels who ftill adhered to the 
worfhip of their fathers. The change, however, 
was not fmcere or univerfal ; and , through ages 
of fervitude, the Georgians have maintained the 
fucceflion of their princes and biihops. But a race 
of men, whom nature has call in her moft perfed 
mould, is degraded by poverty, ignorance, and 
vice; their profeffion, and ftill more their prac-^ 
tice, of Chriftianity is an empty, name; and if 
they have emerged from herefy, it is only be- 
caufe they are too illiterate to remember a me- 
taphyfical creed **. ^ . 

The falfe or genuine magnanimity of Mahmud ^^^ cmycrar 
the Gaznevide,. was not imitated by Alp Arflan; Romanus 
and be attacked without fcruple the Greek em- ^'""^l"^^^^^ 
prefs Eudocia and her children. His alarming io«8—iow. 
progrefs compelled her to give herfelf and her 
fceptrc to the band of a foldier;. and Romanus 
Diogenes was inverted with the Imperial purple. 
His patriotifm, and perhaps his pride, urged, 
him from Con ftantinople within two months after 
his acceffion; and the next campaign he moft 
fcandaloufly took the field during th© holy fef- 
tival of Eaftcr. In the palace ,^ Diogenes was ^ 
no more than the hulband of Eudocia : in the 
^amp , he was the emperor of the Romans, and 
he fuftaincd that cfaarader with, feeble refourccs 

Pa 
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CHAP, and invincible courage. By his fpirit and fuccefs, 
LVii. ,tbe foldiers were taught to acft , the fubjeds to 
hope , and the enemies to fear. The Turks had 
penetrated into the heart of Phrygia; but the 
-fultan himfelf had refigned to- his emirs the pro- 
fecution of the war ; and their numerous detach- 
n^ents were fcattered over Afia in the fecurity 
^{ conqueft. Laden with fpoil and carelefs of 
difcipline , they were feparately furprifed and de- 
feated by the Greeks: the adlivity of the em- 
peror fcemcd to multiply his. prefence ; and while 
.they heard of his expedition to Antioch , the 
enemy felt his fword on the hills of Trebizond. 
In three laborious campaigns , the Turks were 
driven beyond the Euphrates: in the fourth and 
laft, Romanus undertook the deliverance of Ar- 
inenia. The defolation of the land obliged him 
to tranfport a fupply of two months provifions; 
and he marched forwards to the fiege of Ma- 
]azkerd **, an impoTtant fortrefs in. the midway 
between the modern cities of Arzeroum and Van. 
Hi^s array amounted, at the leaft, to one hundred 
thoufand men. The troops of Conftjlntinople 
were reinforced by the difordcrly multitudes of 
Phrygia and Cappadocia.; but the real ftrength 
was compofed /of the fubjeds and allies of 
Europe , the legions of. Macedonia , and the 
fquadrons of Bulgaria; the Uzi, a Moldavian 
hord , ^yho w€re thcmfelves. of the Turkifh 
race '^ and, fabovt all, the mercenary and. ad* 
venturous bands of French and Normans. Their 
' lances were corpmiinded by tiiQ valiant Urfcl of 
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Baliol , the kinfman or father of the Scottifli chap* 
kings ^*5 and were allowed to excel in the exercife ivii. 
of arms , or , according to . the Greek ftyle , ia 
the pradice of the Pyrrhic dance. 

On the report of this bold invafion , which Defeat of th« 
threatened his hereditary dominions j Alp Arflan ^|*'^*"jQyj 
flew to the fcene of adion at the head of forty Auguft. 
thoufand horfe ". His rapid and flcilful evolutions 
diftreffed and difmayed the fupcrior numbers of 
the Greeks ; and in the defeat of Bafilacius , one 
of their principal generals, he difplaycd the firft 
example of his valour and clemency. The im- 
prudence of the emperor had feparated his forces 
after the rcdudion of Malazkerd. It was in vaia 
that he attempted to recal the mercenary Franks : 
they reftifed to obey his fummons ; he difdained 
to await their return : the defertion of the Uzi 
filled his mind with anxiety arid fufpicion; and 
againft the moft falutary advice he rufficd for- 
wards to fpecdy and decifive a6lion.. Had he 
liftcned to the fair propofals of the fultan , Ro- 
manus might have fecured a retreat, perhaps a 
peace; but in thefe overtures he fuppofed the 
fear or weaknefs of the enemy, and his anfwer 
was conceived in the tone of infult and defiance. 
** If the Barbarian wifhes for peace , let him 
^ evacuate the ground which he occupies for 
^' the encampment of the Romans, and furrender 
" his city and palace of Rei as" a pledge of his 
'* fincerity." Alp Arflan fmiled at the vanity of 
the demand, but he wept the death of fo many 
faithful Moflems; and, after a devout prayer » 

P4 
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ffifAP? proclaimed a free pcrmiffion to all who wer^ 
liYJlt ficfirous of retiring from the field. With hi$ 
pwn bands, he tied up his hdrfe's.tail,, exchanged 
his bow and arrows fpr a mace and fcymetar, 
clothed himfclf in a white g*nrr»ent, perfumed 
)iis body with muflc, and declared, that if he 
were vanquifhed, that fpot fbould be the place 
of his burial '*. The fultan himfelf bad affqded 
to caft away his miffile weapons ; but his hopes 
of victory were placed in the arrows of the; 
Turkifh cavalry, whofe fquadrons were loofely 
diftributed .in the form of a crcfcent. Jnftead of 
the fticccffive lines and rcfcrves of the Grecian 
tadics, Romanu^ led his army in a fuigle and 
folid phalanx, and prefied with vigour and im-j 
patience the s^rtful and yielding rcfiftance of the 
Barbarians. In this defuitory and fruitjefs co^ibat 
le wafted the greater part of a fummer's day^ 
till prudence and fatigue compelled him to return 
to his camp. But a retreat is. always pewfous ii\ 
the face of an adive foe; and no fooner had th^ 
^ ftandard been turned to the rear tbap the phalanx 
V^as broken by the bafe Cipwardice , or the b jfer 
/ jcaioufy, of Andronicus , a rival prince, who 
difgraced his birth and the purple of the Cxfars '^ 
The Turkifh fquadraos pQured a cloud of arrows 
pn this moment of confufion and lafCtude ; and 
the horns of their formidable crefcent ^yere clofed 
in the rear of the Greeks. In the deftrudion o£ 
the army and pillage of the camp, it would be 
licedlefs to mention the number of the flain ov 
^?|>Mycs, The JByzgn^in? writers deplore the ^ojfe 
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«rf an ineftimable pearl: they forget to mention, C'H k ^ 
that in this fatal day the Afiatic provinces of Lvii. 
Rome were irretrievably facrificcd. 

As long as a hope furvived , Ronianus attempted Captivity 
to rally and favfe the, relics of bis army. When ^n^^ *of\i,^ 
the centre, the Imperial ftation, was left naked «Bifl«f or- 
on all fides , and encompaffed by the vidorious 
Turks , he ftijl , with . defperate courage , main- 
tained the fight till the clofe of day, at the head 
of the brave and faithful fubjeds who adhered to 
his ftandard. They fell around him: his horfe 
was flain, the erap^eror was wounded; yet he 
flood alone abd intrepid, till he was oppreffci 
and bound by the ftrength of multitudes. Th# 
glory of this illuftrious prize was difputi?^ by a 
Have and a foldier;; a flave who had feen him on 
the throne of Conftantinoplc, and a foldier whof^t 
extreqie, deformity had been cxcufed on the pro?^ 
mife of fomo fignal fervice. Deijpoiled of his arai.», 
his jewels, and his purple, Romanus fpent a 
dreary and perilous night on the field df battle , 
^midft a diforderly crowd of the meaner Barba-* "^ 

rians. Ip the morning the royal captive was pre^ 
(ented to Alp Arflan , who doubted of his fortune, 
till the identity of the perfon was afccrtaindd by 
the report of his anabaffadors, and by the more 
pathetic eyidence of Bafilacius, who embraced 
with tears the feet of his unhappy fovereign. The 
fucceffor of Conftantine , in a plebeian habit, was 
Jed into the Turkilh divan , and commanded to 
kifs the ground before the lord of Alia. He re- 
Ittd^antly obeyed; and Alp Arflan, ftarting frpi^ 
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« H A P. his throne, is faid to have planted bis. foot on 
JLVil. the neck of the Roman emperor '*. But the fcica 
is doubtful; and if, in this moment of infolence , 
the fultan complied with a national cuftom , the 
reft of his condud has extorted the praife of his 
bigoted foes , and may afford a leffon to the moft 
civilized ages. He inftantly raifed the royal cap- 
tive from the ground ; and thrice clafping his 
liand with tender fympathy , aflured him , that his 
life and dignity fhould be inviolate in the hands 
of a pirince who had learned to refpcd the majcfty 
of his equals and the viciflitudcs of fortune. From 
the divan , Romanus was condudtcd to an adja- 
cent tent, where he was ferved with pomp and 
reverence by the officers of the fultan , who , twice 
each day, feated* him in the place of honour at 
his own table. In a free and familiar converfation 
of eight days , not a word ,.not a look , of infult j 
cfcapcdfrom the conqueror; but he fevercly cen- 
fured the unworthy fubjedls who had dcferted 
their valiant prince in the hour of danger , and 
gently admonifhed his antagonift of fome errors 
which he had committed in the management of 
the' war. In the preliminaries of negociation , Alp 
Arflan aflced him what' treatment he expeded to 
receive, and the calm indifference of the emperor 
difplays the freedom of his mind. *' If you are 
" cruel," faid he, ** you will take my life; if 
" you liften to pride , you will drag jne at your 
" chariot . wheels 5 if you confult your intereft, 
" you will accept' a ranfom , and reftore me to 
" my country." " Arid what y continued the 
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1 
fukan , " would have been your dwn behaviour, chap, 
** bad fortune fmiled on your arms ?'• The reply lvii. 
of the Greek betrays a fentiment , which prudence, 
and even gratitude , fhould have taught him to 
fupprefs. ** Had I vanquiflied," he fiercely faid, 
" I would have inflicted on thy body many a 
" ftripe." The Turkiih conqueror fmiled at the 
infolence of his captive; obferved that the Chrif- 
tian law inculcated the love of enemies and for- 
givenefs of injuries ; and nobly declared , that he 
would not imitate an example which he condemn- 
ed. After mature deliberation, Alp Arflan dic- 
tated the terms of liberty and pe;ice , a ranfom of 
a million , an annual tribute of three hundred and 
fixty thoufand pieces of gold *' , the marriage of 
the royal children , and the deliverance of all the 
Moflems who were in the power of the Greeks. 
Romanus, with a fsgh, fubfcribed this treaty, fo 
difgraceful to the majefty of the empire; he was 
immccRately invefted with a Turkifc robe of 
honour; his nobles and patricians were reftored 
to their fovereign ; and the fultan , after a cour- 
teous embrace , difmified him with rich prefents 
and a military guard. No fooner did he reach the 
•cbnfines of the empire, than he was informed that 
the palace and provinces had. difclaimcd their 
allegiance to a captive : a fum of two hundred 
thoufand pieces was painfiilly colleded; and the 
fallen* monarch tranfoiitted this part of his ranfom, 
with a fad confeffion of his impotence and dis- 
grace. The generofity , or perhaps the ambition, 
of thciitltan, prepared do efpoufc the caufeof hi$ 
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CHAP ally; but his dcfigns were prevented by the de- 
Lvii. feat, imprifonment, and death, of Rom^nus 
Diogenes ". 
D^ath of In the treaty of peace , it does not appear that 

A ''o. ipri! -^'P Arflan extorted any province or city from 
the captive emperor; and his revenge was fatisficd 
with the trophies of his vidlory , and the fpoils of 
Anatolia , from Antioch to the Black Sea. The 
faireft partof Afia was fubjedl to his laws: twelve 
hundred princes , or the fons of princes , fiood 
before his throne; and two hundred thoufand 
foldiers marched under his banners. The fultan 
difdained to purfue the fugitive Greeks ; but He 
meditated the more glorious conqueft of Tork- 
cftan , the original feat of the houfe of -Seljuk. 
He moved from Bagdad to the banks of the Oxus ; 
a bridge was thrown over the river; and twenty 
days were confumed in the paffage of his troops. 
Bttt the progrefs of the great king was retarded 
by the governor of '- Berzem ; and Jofeph the 
Carizmian prefumed to defend his fortrefs agaInQ; 
the powers of the Eaft. When he was produced 
a captive in the royal tent, the fultan, inftead of 
praifing. his valour , feverely reproached his ob- 
ftinate folly; and the in folent replies of the rebof 
provdked a fentence , that he fliould be faftened 
to four ftakes and left to expire in that painful 
fituation. At this command the defperate Cariz- 
mian , drawing a dagger , ruihed headlong towards 
the throne: the guards raifra their battle-axes; 
their zeal was checked by Alp Arflan, the moft 
ikitful archer of the age; he dxcyf jhi» hoyf^ hut 
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his foot flipped , the arroisr glanced afide, and he g h a p, 

received in his breaft the dagger of Jofeph , who lvii. 

wa* inftantly cut in pieces. The wound was 

Bftortal; and the TurkiQi prince bequeathed a 

dying admonition to the pride of "kings. " In my 

" youth /' faid Alp Arflan , *' I .was advifed by 

" a fage , to humble myfelf before Goil ; to diftruft 

" my own ftrength 5 and never to defpife the. 

" moft contemptible foe. I. have negledled thefe 

" leffons; and my ncgled has been defervedly 

*' punifhed. Yefterday , as from an eminence t 

'* beheld the numbers, the difciplihe, and the 

" fpirit , of my armies , the earth feemed to tremble 

V under my iFect; and I faid in my heart, furely 

** thou art the king of the world, the greateft 

** and moft invincible of warriors. Thefe armies 

** are no longer mine ; and in the confidence of 

" my perfonal ftrength , I now fall by the hand 

" of an affaffin'*." Alp Arflan polTeffed the vir- 

tues of a Turk and a Mufulman ; his voice and 

{l^ui:e commanded the reverence of mankind; 

his face was Ihaded with long whifl^s; and bis 

ample turban was falhioned in the fliape of a 

crown. The remains of the fultan were depofited 

in the tomb of* the Seljukian dynafty, and the paf- 

fenger might read and meditate this ufeful infcrip- 

tibn^\: " O YE WHO HAVE SEEN THE GLORY 

•* OF Alp Arslan exalted to the heavens, 
•' repair to Maru, and you will behold 
*' IT BURIED IN THE dUst!" The annihilatioQ 
of the infcription , and the tcmb itfelf, more for- 
cibly proclaims the inftability of human ^reat-* 
jicfc. 
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tu kV. During the life olF Alp Arflan , his eldcft fon 
LVii. had been acknowledged as the future fultan of 
Keif:n and thc Turks. On his father's death , the inheritance 
MaUk"shah, ^^^. difputed by an uncle, a coufin, and a bro- 
A. D. thcr: they drew their fcymetars , and aflembled 
io72_io9«. ^j^^jp followers; and the triple vidory of Malek 
Shah*' eftablifhed his own reputation and the right 
of primogeniture. In every age. and more efpe- 
cially in Afia,the thirft of power has infpired the 
fame paflions and occafioned the fame diforders ; 
but , from the long fcries of civil war , it would 
not be eafy to extr^dt a fcntiment more pure and 
magnanimous than is contained in a faying of the 
Turkilh prince. On the eve of the battle , he 
performed' his devotions at Thous, before the 
tomb of the Imam Riza. As the fultan rofe from 
the ground, he aflced his vizir Nizam, who had 
knelt befide him , what had been the objedl of his 
fecret. petiti^pn , " that your arms may be crowned 
" with vidory," was the prudent, and moft pro- 
bably the fincere anfwer of the minifter. " For 
^ my part," replied the generous Malek, *' I 
" implored the Lord of hofts , that he would take 
" from me my life and crown, if my brother be 
** more worthy than myfelf to feign over the 
" Moflems.'* The favourable judgment of hsaven 
was ratified by the caliph ; and for the firft time, 
/the facred title of commander of the faithful was 
communicated to a Barbarian. But this Barbarian 
by his perfonal merit, and the extent of his em- 
pire , was the greateft prince of his age. After 
the fcttlcment gf Pcrfia and Syria , he marched at 
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the head of innumerable armies , to atchieve the c it a p. 
conqueft of Tnrkeftan , which had been under- tvii* 
taken by his father. In hi^ paffage of the Oxus , 
the boatmen, who had been employed in trant 
porting fome troops , complained , that their pay- 
ment was afligned on the revenues of Antiocb. 
Thefultan frowned at this prepofterous choice; 
but he fmiled at the artful flattery of his vizir. 
*' It was not to poftpone their reward, that I 
** feleded tbofe remote places , but to leave a 
** memorial to pofterity, that under your reign, 
" Antioch and the Oxus were fubjed to the fame 
" fovereign.*' But this defcriptidn of his limits 
was unjuft and parfimonious : beyond the Oxus , he 
reduced to his obedience the cities of Bochara, 
Carizme, and Samarcand , and crufhed each rebel- 
lions ilave, or .'independent favage, who dared 
to refift. Malek paffed theSihon or Jaxartes , the 
laft boundary of Perfian civilization: the hords 
of Turkeftan yielded to his fiipremacy ; his name 
was inferted on the coins, and in the prayers of 
Calbgar , a Tartar kingdom on the extreme bor- 
ders of China. From the Chinefe frontier, he 
ftretched his immediate jurifdidion or feudatory 
fway to the weft and fouth , as far as the moun- 
tains of Georgia, the neighbourhood ofConftan- 
tinople , the holy city of Jerufalem , and the fpicy 
groves of Arabia Fcelix. Inftead of refigning 
himfelf to the luxury of his Haram , the fhepherd 
king, both in peace and war, was in adion and 
in the field. By the perpetual motion of the royal 
camp , each province was fucceJGSvely bleffed with 
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C ^ A P« his prcfehcie ; and he is faid to have perambulated 

LVli# twelve times the wide extent of his dominions, 

Svhich furpaffed the 4fiatic r^ign of Cyrus and the* 

caliphs. Of thefe expeditions < the moft pious 

^ and fplendid was the pilgrimage of Mecca : the 

frcedoiA and fafcty of the caravans \Vere proteded 
by his arms; the citizens and pilgrims wer-e en- 
riched by the profufion of his alms ; and the defert 
^was cheared by the places of relief and refreChraent, 
which he inftituted for the ufe of his brethren. 
Hunting was the pleafure , and even the paffiori, 
of the fultan , and his train confided of forty-feveft 
ihoufand horfes ; but after the maffacre of a Turk- 
ilh chace, for each piece of game; he beftowed 
a piece of gold on the poor, a flight atonement, 
at the cxpcnce of the people, for the eoft and 
mifchief of the amufement of kingSi In the peace- 
ful profperity of his reign , the cities of Afia 
were adorned with palaces and hofpitajs, with 
moCchs and colleges; few departed from his Divan 
without reward, and none without juftice. The! 
language and literature of Perfia revived under 
the houfe of Seljuk**; and if Malek emulated the 
liberality of a Turk Icfs potent than hirafelf*^, 
his palace might refound with the fangs of an 
hundred poets. The fultan beftowed a more 
•ferious and learned care on the reformation of the 
calendar ^yhiGh was effedled by a general affe.mbljr 
of the aftronomers of the Ealt. By a law of the 
prophet, the IVIofleras are confined to the irre- 
gular courfe of the lunar months; in Perfia, fmce 
the age of Zoroafter^ the revolution of the furf 

ha^ 
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has been ' known and > celebrated as an annual chap* 
feftival**; but, after' the fall of the Magian cm- iviu 
pire , the intercalation had been negledled ; the 
iradtions of minutes and hours were multiplied 
into daya;and the date of the Spring was removed 
from the fign of Aries to jhat of Pifces. The 
reign ofMalek was illuftrated hy tht. Othlaan xra; 
and all errors, either paft or future , were corredl* 
ed by a computation of time, which fufpqSes the 
Julian , aind approached tht accuracy of the Gre^ 
gorian^ .ftyle*\ 

: In a period when Europe was plunged in the Ws iieaih. 
deepcft Barbarifm , the light and fplendour of Afia ^'^* ^^*^* 
may be afcribed to the docility rather- ftfaan the 
knowledge 6f the Turkifh conquerors* An ample 
ihare of their wifdom and virtue is due to aPerfian 
vizir, who ruled the empire under the reigns o£ 
Alp Arflan and his fon» Nizam , one of the moft 
illuftrious minifters of theEaft, Was honoured by 
the caliph as an oracle of religion and fcience;he .'■ 

was trufted by the fultan as the faithful vicegerent 
of his power and juftice* After an adminiftratioa 
of thirty years, the fame of the vizir, bis wealthy 
and even his fervices^ w6re tfansformed into 
crimes. He was overthrown by the infidious arts 
of a woman and a rival; and his fall was h^H^ned 
by a raih declaration , that his cap and ink»horn, 
the badges of his office ^ were conneded by the 
divine-decree with the throne and diadem of. the 
fultan. At the age of ninety-three years, the 
venerable ftatefman was difmifled by bis mafter^ 
accufed by his enemies , and murdered by a 
Vol. X Q, 
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CHAP, fanatic : the laft words o£ Nizam atteflied his inno*' 
LViu ccnce , and the remainder of Malck's life was ilhort 
and inglorious. From Ifpahan, the fcene of this 
difgraceful tranfadion ^ the fultan moved to Bag<« 
dad with the defign of tranfplanting the caliph , 
and of flxing his o>vii rcfidence in the capital of 
the Moflem world. The feeble fuccetlTor of Ma^ 
hornet obtained a refpite of ten days ; and before 
the -expiration of the term , the Barbarian was 
fummtmed by the angel df death. His ambaffadors 
at ConRantinople had aOced in marriage a Roman 
princefs; but the propoial was decently eluded; 
imd tbei daughter of Alexius, who might herfelf 
have been the vidim, expreffes her abhorrence 
of this unnatural conjundion*"^. The daughter 
of the fultan wasbeftowcd on the caliph Modadi, 
with the imperious condition, that, renouncing 
the fociety of bis wives and concubines , he fliould 
for ever confine himfelf lo this honourable alliance, 
©iviao* of The greatnefs and unity of the Turkifh empire 
Implr?"'" expired in the perfon of Malek Shah. Hi., vacant 
throne was difputed by his brother and his four 
fons; and, after a fcries of civil wars, the treaty 
which reconciled the furviving candidates con- 
firmed a lafting leparation in the Perfian dynafty^ 
the eldeft and principal branch of the houfe of 
Scljuk* The three younger dynafties were thofc 
oiKermyn , of Syria , and of Romm : the firft of thefe 
coraaiafided an extenfive , though obfcurc*^ ^ domi- 
nion on the Ihorcs of the Indian* ocean ** : the 
fecond expelled the Arabian princes of Aleppo 
«nd Damafcus ^ nad the third , our peculiar care. 
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invaded the Roman provinces of Afia Minor. The chap, 
generous policy of Malek contributed to their lvil 
elevation; he allowed the princes of his blood, 
even tfiofe whom he had vanquiflbed in the Held, 
to feck new kingdoms worthy of their ambition; 
nor was he difpleafed that they {hould draw away 
the more ardent fpirits , who might have diflurbed 
the tranquillity of his reign. As the fupremc head 
of his family and nation, the great fultan of Perfia 
commanded the obedience and tribute of his royal 
brethren : the thrones of Kerman and Nice , of 
Aleppo and Daraafcus; the Atabeks, and emirs 
of Syria and Mefopotamia, ereded their ftandards 
under the (hadow of his fceptre ** ; and the hords 
of Turkmans overfpread the plains of the wcftera 
Alia. After the death of Mahk , the bands of union 
and fubordination were relaxed and finally dif* 
folved : the indulgence of the boufe of Seljuk 
invefted their Haves with the inheritance of king- 
doms ; and, in the Oriental ftyle ^ a crowd of prin-' 
ces arofe from the duft of their feet ". 

A prince of the royal line, CutuLnilh, the fori Conqa-ft of 
of krail, the fon of Seljuk, had fallen in a battle ^y^^'^f Turk* 
ftgainft Alp Arflan ; and the humane vidor had A d. 
dropt a tear over his grave* His five foris , ftrortg *®^'* — '^^*' 
in arms, ambitious of power, and eager for re- 
venge, unfheathed their fcymetafs againft the fon 
of Alp Arflan. The two armies expedlcd the 
fignal , when the caliph , forgetful of the raajefty 
which fecludcd him from vulgar eyes^ interpofed 
his venerable mediation. " Inftcad of fliedding 
** the blood of your brethren, your brethrca 



sz8 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

H 4 p. ^' both in dcfcent and faith , unite yoiir forces in 
LVil. " an holy war againft the Greeks , the enemies 
" of God and his apoftle. '* They liftened to his 
voice; the fultan embraced his rebellious Itinfmen; 
and the eldeft, the valiant Soliman, accepted the 
royal ftandard, which gave hin^ the free oonqueft 
and hereditary command of the provinces of the 
Roman empire , from Arzeroura to Conftanti- 
nople ^ and the unknown regions oJF the Weft *\ 
Accompanied by his four brothers , he paffed the 
Euphrates : .the Turkifli camp was foon feated 
in the neighbourhood of Kutaieh in Phrygia; and 
his flying cavalry laid wafte the country as far 
as the Hellefpont and the Black Sea. Since the 
decline of the ertipire , the peninfula of Afia 
Minor had been expofed to the tranfientj though 
deftrudive, inroads of the Perfians and Saracens.; 
but the fruits of a lafting conqucft were referved 
for the Turkifli fultan; and his arms were intro- 
duced by the Greeks, who afpired to reign on 
the ruins of their country* Since the captivity of 
Romanus, fix years the feeble fon of Eudocia 
had trembled under the weight of the Imperial 
crown, till the provinces of the Eaft and Weft 
were loft in the fame month by a double rebel- 
lion : of either chief Nicephorus was the common 
name ; but the furnames of Bryennius and Boto* 
niates diftinguifli the European and Afiatic candi- 
dates. Their reafons, or rather their promifes, 
' were weighed in the divan ; and , after fome 
hefitation , Soliman declared himfelf in favour of 
Botoniatesy opened a free pafTage to his troops in 
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• their march from Antioch to Nice , and joined c h a fJ 
the banner of the crefcent to that of the crofs. ivir. 
After his ally had afcended the throne of Con- 
ftantinoplc, the fultan was hofpitably entertained 
in the fuburb of Chryfopolis or Scutari ; and a 
body of two thoufand Turks was tranfported 
into Europe , to whofe dexterity, and courage 
the new emperor was indebted for the defeat and 
captivity of his rival Bryennius. But the conqueft 
of Europe was dearly purchafed by the facrifice 
of Afia : Conftantinople was deprived of the 
obedience and revenue of the provinces beyond 
the Bofphorus and Hellefpont ; and the regular 
progrefs of the Turks, who fortified the paflfes 
of the rivers and mountains, left not a hope of 
their retreat or expulfion. Another candidate 
implored the aid of the fultan: Meliffenus , in 
his purple robes and red buQcins, attended the 
motions of theTurkifh camp; and the defponding^ 
cities were tempted by the fummons of a Roman 
prince, who immediately furrendered them into 
the hands of the Barbarians. Thefe acquifitions 
were confirmed by a treaty of peace with the 
emperor Alexius ; his fear of Robert compeHed 
him to feek the friendfliip of Soliman; and it 
was not till after the fultan*s death that he ex- 
tended as far as Nicomedia, about fixty miles 
from Conftantinople , the eaftern boundary of 
the Roman world. Trebizond alone, defended 
on either fide by the fea and mountains, pre^ 
ferved at the extremity of the Euxine the ancient 

as 
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CHAP, charadler of a Greek colony , and the future 
LVIT, deftiny of a Chriftian empire. 
The seiju* Sincp the firft conquefts of the caliphs, the 
dim of"^* eftablifhment ,of the Turks in Anatolia or Afia 
Roum, Minor was the moft deplorable lofs which the 

church and empire had fuftained. By th6 propa* 
gation of the Moflem faith, Soliman deferved the 
name of Gazi, a holy champion; and his new 
kingdom , of the Romans, or of Roum^ was 
sodded to the tables of Oriental .geography. It is 
defcribed as extending from the Euphrates to 
Conftantinople, from the Black Sea to the con- 
fines of Syria ; pregnant with mines of filver and 
iron , af allum and copper , fruitful in corn and 
wine , and produdive of cattle and Excellent 
horfes ^*. The wealth of Lydia, the arts of the 
Greeks, the fplendour of the Auguftan age, exifted 
Qnly in books and ruins, which were equally ob* 
fcute \n the eyes of the Scythian conquerors. Yet, 
in the prefent decay, AnaMia ftill contains ybmc 
wealthy and populous cities ; and , under the 
Byzantine empire, they were far more flourilhing 
in numbers, fize, and opulence. By the choice 
of the fultap, Nice, the metropolis of Bithynia, 
was preferred for his palace and fortrefs : the feat 
of the Seljukian dynafty of Roum was planted 
one hundred miles from Conftantinople; arid the 
divinity of Chrift was denied and derided in the 
feme temple in which it had been pronounced 
'by the firft general fynod of the Catholics. The 
lanity of God, and the niiffion of Mahomet,' were 
preached in the mofchs ; the Arabian learning 
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was taught in the fchools ; the Cadhis judged c H A F. 
according to the law of the Koran ; the Turk'ifli lvii, 
manners and language prevailed in the cities ; and 
Turkman camps were fcattered over the plains 
and mountains of Anatolia- On the hard condi- 
tions of tribute and fervitude, the Greek Chrif- 
tians might enjoy the exercife of their religion ; 
but their moft holy churches were profaned; 
their priefts and bifl^ops were infulted "; they 
were compelled to fuifer the triumph of the 
Pagans , and the apoftacy of their brethren ; 
many thoufand children were marked by the knife 
of circumcifion ; and many thoVifand captives 
were devoted to the fervice or the pleafures 
of their matters '*. After the lofs of Afia, 
Antioch ftill maintained her primitive allegiance 
to Chrift and Caefar; but the folitary province 
was feparated from all Roman aid, and furrounded 
on all fides . by the Mahometan powers. The 
defpair of Philaretus the governor prepared the 
facrifice of his religion and loyalty, had not his 
guilt been prevented by his fon , who haftened 
to the Nicene palace , and offered to deliver this 
valuable prize into the hands of Soliman. The 
ambitious fultan mounted on horfeback , and m 
twelve nights (for he repofed in the day) per- 
formed a. march of fix hundred miles. Antioch 
was oppreffed by the fpeed and fecrecy of his 
cnterprife; and the dependent cities, as far as 
Laodicea and the confines of Aleppo ", obeyed 
the example of the metropolis. From Laodicea 
to the Thracian Bofphorus, or arm of St. George, 

a4 
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H A p. the coDqiiefts and r^ign of Soliman extended 
X.VM, thirty day^ journey in lepgth, and in breadth 
about ten or fifteen, between the rocks of Lycia 
^ and the Black Sea ". The Turkifh ignorance of 

navigation protected, for a while, the inglorious 
fafety of the emperor; but np fooner had a fleet 
of two hundred fhips been conftruded by the 
hands of the captive Greeks, than Alexius trem- 
bled behind the walls of his capital* His plaintive 
epiftles were difperfed over Europe , to excite 
the compafllion of the Latins, and to paint the 
danger, the weaknefs> and the riches, of the 
city of Conftantine ", 
State aad pii- flut the moft intcrefting conqueft of the Selju-- 
Jerri^uiM^ kian Turks, was that of Jcrufalem '*, which 
A. D. foon became the theatre of nations. In their 
capitulation with Omar , the inhabitants bad 
ftipulated the affurance of their religion ar?d pro- 
perty ; but the articles were interpreted , by a 
matter againft whom it was dangerous to difjjjute; 
and in the four hundred years of the reign of the 
caliphs , the political climate of Jerufalem was 
expofed to the viciflGtudcs of fiorms and fun- 
fliine '*. By the encreafe of profelytes and popu- 
lation , the Mahometans might excufe their 
ufurpation of three-fourths of the city: but a 
peculiar quarter was referved for the patriarch 
with his clergy and p^ioplc ; a tribute of two 
pieces of gold was the price of protedlion; and 
the fepulchre of Chrift, with the church of the 
Refurredlion, was ftill left in the hands of his 
votaries. Of tbefc votaries, the moft numerous 
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and rcfpedablc portion were ftrangers to Jcrufa- chap. 
Icro : the pilgrimages to the Holy Land had been lvii# 
ftimulated^ rather than fuppreffcd, by the conqueft 
of the Arabs; and the enthufiafm which had 
always prompted thefe perilous journies, was 
nouriflied by the congenial pailions of grief and 
indignation. A crowd of pilgrims from the Eaft » 
»nd Weft continued to vifit the holy fepulchre, 
and the adjacent fandtuaries, more efpecially at 
the feftival of Eafter : apd the Greeks and Latins, 
the Ncftorians and Jacobites , the Copts and 
Abyffinians, the Armenians and Georgians, main- 
tained the chapels, the clergy, and the poor of 
their refpcdlive communions. The harnnony of 
prayer in fo many various, tongues, the worfliip 
of fo many nations in the common temple of 
their religion, might have afforded a fpedacle of 
edification and peace ; but the zeal of the Chrit 
tian fedits was embittered by hatred and revenge; 
and in the kingdom of a fuffering Mefliah , who 
had pardoned his enemies, they afpircd to Qom* 
mand and perfecute their fpiritual brethren. The 
pre-eminence was afferted by the fpirit and 
numbers of the Franks; and the greatnefs of 
Charlemagne ** protedled both the Latin pilgrims, 
and the Catholics of the Eaft. The poverty of 
Carthage , Alexandria , and Jerufalem , were 
relieved by the alms of that pious emperor ; and 
many monafteries of Paleftine were founded or 
reftored by his liberal devotion. Harun Alrafhid, 
the greateft of the Abaffides , efteemcd in his 
Chriftian brottier a fimilar fupremacy of genius 
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c H A F. and power : their friendfhip was cemented by a 
ivix. frequent intercourfe of gifts and embaflies; and 
the caliph , without refigning the fubflantial 
dominion , prefcnted the emperor with the keys , 
of the holy fepulchre , and perhaps of the city 
of Jerufalem. In the decline of the Carlovingian 
monarchy, the republic of Araaiphi promoted 
. the intereft of trade and religion in the Eaft. 
Her veffels tranfported the Latin pilgrims to the 
coafts of Egypt and Paleftine , and dcferved , 
by their ufeful imports, the favour and alliance 
of the Fatimite caliphs " : an annual fair was 
inftituted on mount Calvary ; and the Italian 
merchants founded the convent and hofpital of 
St. John of Jerufalem , the cradle of the monaftic 
and military order, which has fince reigned in th^ 
ifles of Rhodes and of Malta. Had the Chriftian 
pilgrims been content to revere the tomb of a 
prophet, the difciplcs of Mahomet, inftead of 
blaming, would have imitated, their piety: but 
thfefe rigid Unitarians were fcandalifed by a wot- 
ihip which reprefents the birth , death , and 
Tefurredion , of a God ; the Catholic images 
were branded with the name of idols ; and the 
Moflems fmiled with indignation ** at the mira- 
culous flame , which was kindled on the eve of 
Eafter ia the holy fepulchre *'. This pious fraud, 
iirft devifcd in the ninth century **, was devoutly 
cherifhed by the Latin ^crufaders, and is annually 
repeated by the clergy of the Greek , Armenian, 
and Coptic feds *\ who impofe on the credulous 
fpedators ** for tbeir own benefit, and that of 
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their tyrants. In every age, a principle of toler- g'h a v, 
ation has been fortified by a feiife of intcreft; tvii. 
and the revenue of the prince and his cmfe* was 
cncrcafed each year, by the expencc and tribute 
of fo many thoufand ftrangers. 

The revolutian which transferred the fceptre Under the 
from the Abaffides to the Fatioiites was a benefit , uph,/ * 
rather than an injury , to the Holy Land. A fover- a. d. 
eigii refident in Egypt, was more fcnfiblc of the^*^ ^^^^' 
importance of Chriftian trade; and the emirs of 
Palefline were lefs remote from the^ juftice and 
power of the throne. But the third of thefe Fati- 
mite caliphs was the famous Hakem *' , 3 frantic 
youth, who was delivered by his impiety and 
defpotifm from the fear either of God or man ; 
and whofe reign wasf a wild mixture of vice and 
folly, Regardlcfs of the moft ancient cuftoms of 
Egypt, he impofed on the women an abfolute 
confinement : the reftraint excited the clamours 
of both fexes : their ciamours'provoked his fury ; 
a part of Old Cairo was delivered to the flames; 
and the guards and citizens were engaged many 
day^ ill a' bloody conflidt. At firft the caliph 
declared himfelfa zealous Mufulman , the foiind- 
er or benefador of mofchs and colleges : twelve 
hundred and ninety copies of the koran were 
tranfcribed at his expencc in letters of gold ; 
and his edidl extirpated the vineyards of the 
tipper Egypt^ But his vanity was fpon flattered 
by the hope of introducing a new religion ; he 
afpired above the fame of a prophet, and ftylcd 
himfelf the vifiblc image of the moft high God, 
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«: H A #. who , after nine apparitions on earth , was at 
LVii. length manifeft m his royal perfon. At the nannie 
of Haf eno , Ac lord of the living and the dead , 
every knee was bent in religious adoration : his 
myfteries were performed on a mountain near 
, Cairo: fixteen thoufand converts had figned his 
profeffion of faith ; and at the prefent hour, a free 
and warlike people , the Drufes of mount Liba- 
nus, are perfuaded of the life and divinity of a 
madman and tyrant**. In his divine charader, 
Hakem hated the Jews and Chriftians, as the 
fervants of his rivals : while fome remains of pre- 
judice or prudence ftill pleaded in favour of the 
law of Mahomet. Both in Egypt and Paleftine , 
his cruel and wanton perfccution made fome mar- 
tyrs and many apoftates: the common rights, 
Sacriicp of and fpccial privileges of the fedaries virere equally 
A.* o!"xoo9, difregardcd ; and a general intcrdid was laid on 
the devotion of ftrangers and natives. The tem- 
ple of the Chriftian world, the church of the 
refurredion , was demolifhed to its foundations ; 
the luminous prodigy of Eafter was interrupted , 
» and much profane labour was exhauiled to deftroy 
the cave in the rock which properly conflitutes 
the holy fepulchre. At the report of thisfacrilege, 
the nations of Europe were aftoniflied and afflided : 
but inftcad of arming in the defence of the Holy 
Land, they contented themfelves with burning, 
or banifhing, the Jews, as the fecret advifers of 
the impious Barbarian **• Yet the calamities of 
Jerufalem were in fome meafure alleviated by the 
inconftancy or repentance of Hakem himfelf; and 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ^37 

the royal mandate was fealed for the rcftitutlon of c H a p, 
the churches, when the tyrant was affaflinatcd by Lvn. 
the emiffaries of his fifter. The fucceeding caliphs 
refumed the maxims of religion and policy ; a free 
toleration was again granted ; with the pious aid of 
the emperor of Conftantinople, the holy fepulphre 
arofe from its ruins ; and , after a Ihort abftinehce , 
the pilgrims returned with an encreafe of appetite 
to the fpiritual feaft ^*. In the fea- voyage of Pa- 
leftine , the dangers were frequent , and the oppor- 
tunities rare: but the converfion of Hungary open- 
cd a fafe communication between Germany and 
Greece. The charity of St. Stephen , the apoftle 
of his kingdom, relieved and conduded his iti- 
nerant brethren '* ; and from Belgrade to Antioch, 
they traverfed fifteen hundred miles of a Chriftian 
empire. Among the Franks, the 2eal of pilgrimage Encreafe of 
prevailed beyond the example of former times : P^iiTiwas**. 
and the roads were covered with multitudes of&c. 
either fcx, and of every rank, who profeffed their 
contempt of life, fo foon as they Ihould haye kiffed 
the tomb of their Redeemer. Princes and prelates 
abandoned the care of their dominions; and the 
numbers of thefe pious caravans were a prelude 
to the armies which marched in the enfuing age 
under the banner of the crofs. About thirty years 
before the firft crufade , the archbifhop of Mentz^ 
with the bifliops of Utrecht , Bamberg , and Ra- 
tifbon, undertook this laborious journey from 
the Rhine to the Jordan ; and the multitude of 
their followers amounted to feven thoufand per* 
fon^, ^ Conftantinople, they were hoft)itably 
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CHAP, entertained by the emperor ; but the oftcntatioii 
i-vii. of their wealth provoked the aflault of the wild 
Arabs ; they drew their fwords with fcrupulous 
relu<flance, and fuftained a fiege in the village of 
Capernaum,' till they were rcfcued by the venal 
protedion of the Fatim.ite emir. After vifiting the 
holy places, they embarked for Italy, but only a 
remnant of two thoufand arrived infafety in their 
native land. Ingulphus, a fecfetary of William the 
conqueror, was a companion of this pilgrimage: 
he obfervcs that they falHed from Normandy, 
thirty ftout and well-appointed horfemen ; but 
that they repaffed the Alps , twenty miferabte 
palmers, with the ftafif in their hand, and the wal- 
let at their back ^*. 
Coiiqutft of After the defeat of the Romans, the tranquil- 
Jcrufaicm by lity of the F'atimite caliphs was invaded by the 
the Turks, rj^^^y^^ ., q^^ ^j ^j^^ lieutenants of Malek Shah , 

1075 — 1096. Atfiz the C^rizmian , marched into Syria at the 
head of a powerful afitiy , and reduced Damafcus 
by famine and the fword. Hems , and the other 
cities of the province , acknowledged the caliph 
of Bagdad and the fultan of Perfia; and the vic» 
torious emir advanced without refiftance to the 
banks of the Nile : the Fatimite was preparing to 
fly into the heart of Africa ; but the negroes of 
his guard and the inhabitants of Cairo made a 
dcfperatc fally , and repulfcd the Turk from the 
confines of Egypt. In hisretteat, he indulged the 
licence of flaughtcr and rapine: the judge and 
notaries of Jerufalem were invited to his camp ; 
and their execution was followed by the maffacre 
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of three thoufand cithens. The cruelty or the c H a W 
defeat of Atfiz was foon puniflied by the fultari ivii* 
Touculh , the brother of Malck Shah , who, with 
a higher title and more formidable powers, affert* • 

ed the dominion of Syria and Paleftine. The 
boufe of Seljuk reigned about twenty years in 
Jerufaiem ^*; but the hereditary command of the 
holy city and territory was cntrufted or abandoned 
to the emir Ortok , the chief of a tribe of Turk- 
mans , whofe children , after their expulfion from 
Pgleftirte, fornled two dynafties on 'the borders of 
Armenia and Affyria^'. The OrientaJ Chriftians 
and the Latin pilgrims deplored a revolution, 
Xvhfich , inftead of the regular government and 
old ailianice of the caliphs impOfed oh their necks 
the iron yoke of the ftrangers of the North '*. 
In his court and Camp the great fultan had adopted 
in fome degree the arcs and manners of Pcrfia; 
but the body of the Turkilh nation, and more 
efpecially the paftoral tribes , ftill breathed the 
fiercenefs of the defert. From Nice to Jerufaiem , 
the weftefn countries of Afia were a fcene of fo- 
teign and domeftic hoftility ; and the Ihepherds of 
Paleftine, who held a precarious Xway on a doubt- 
ful frontier , had neither leifute nor capacity to 
iiwait the flow profits of commercial and religious 
freedom. The pilgrims who, through innumer- 
able perils , had reached the gates of Jerufaiem 
were the vidims of private rapine of public op- 
preflion , and often funk under the preffure of 
famine and difeafe^ before they were permitted to 
falute the holy fepulchre. A fpirit of native bar- 
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eHAP. Barifm, or recent zealj prompted the Turkmans 
ivii. ^o infult the clergy of every fed : the patriarch was 
dragged by the hair along the pavement , and ca(V 
into a dungeon, to extort a ranfom from thefym« 
pathy of his flock; and the divine worfhip in the 
church of the refurredlion was often difturbed by 
the favage rudenefs of its mailers* The pathetic 
tale excited the millions of the Weft to march 
under thcftandard of the crofs to therelief of the 
holy land : and yet how trifling is the fum of thefe 
accumulated evils, if compared with the fmgk 
adl of the facrilege of Hakem, 'wliich had been 
fo patieptly endured by the Latin Chriftians ! A 
{lighter provocation inflamed the more irafcible 
tempef of their descendants : a new ff^rit had 
arilen of religious chivalry and papal dominion: 
a nerve was touched of exquifite feeling; and the 
(enfation vibrated to the heart of Europe. 
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. of Bouillon , Firji King of Jerufalcm. — Injiitutiom 
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unLBOUT twenty years after the conqueft of 
Jerulalem by the Turks , the holy fepulchre 
was vifited by an hermit of the name of Peter, 
a native of Amiens, in the province of Picardy ' crttfaae; 
in France. His refentmeqt and fympathy were ^^ 
excited by his own injqries and the opprellion peter thV 
df the Chriftian name ; he mingled his tears H«mii. 
with thofe of the patriarch , and earneftly eo^ 
quired , if no hopes of relief could be entertained 
from the Greek emperors of the Eaft. The 
patriarch expofed the vices and weaknefs of the 
iucceffors of Coqftantine. " I will rpufe , " ex- 
claimed the hermit , " the martial nations of 
" Europe in your taufe; " and Europe was obe- 
dient to the call of the hermit. The aftoniihed 
{>atriarch difmiffed him with epiftles of credit 
and complaint , and no fooner did he land at 
Bari , than Peter haftened to kifc the feet <rf 
Vol. X. R 
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CHAP, the Roman pontiflF. Hi* ftaturc was fraall , his ap* 
LViiL pearance coutemptible ; but his eye was keen 
and lively ; and he pofleffed that vehemence of 
fpeech , which feldom fails to impart the perfua^ 
fion of the foul *. He was born of a gentleman's 
family (for we muft now adopt a modem 
idiom )^ and his military fervice was under ^he 
neighbouring counts of Boulogne , the heroes 
of the firil crufade. But he foon relinquifbed 
the fword and the world; and if it be true, that 
his wife , however noble , was aged and ugly , 
he might withdraw, with the lefs rcludance, 
from her bed to a convent, and at lengih to aa 
hermitage. In this auftere folitude, his body was 
emaciated, his fancy was inflamed ; whatever he 
wiihed , he believed; whatever he believed, he 
faw in dreams and revelations. From Jerufalem , 
the pilgrim rcturaed an accompliihed fanatic; 
but a$ he excelled in the popular madnefs of the 
times , pope Urban the fecond received him as 
a prophet, applauded his glorious defign , promi& 
cd to fupport it in a general council, and ea- 
eouraged him to proclaim the deliverance of the 
Holy Land. Invigorated by the approbation of 
the pontiff 9 his zealous miffionary traverfed, 
^ with fpeed and fuecefs ^ the provinces of Italy 
and Frsince. His diet was abftemious , his prayers 
long and fervent, and the alms which he received 
with one hand ^ he diftributed with the other : 
his head was bare « his feet naked , his tneagre 
1)ody was wrapt in a coarfe garment ; he bore 
I and difplayed a Weighty crucifix i and the a^ 
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bn which he rode ^ Was fanftified ih thef public c rf A #r 
eye by the fervice of the man of God. He ivUi; 
preached to innuirrierablc croxvds in the churches ^ 
the ftreets , and the highways : the berrtiit entered 
■with equal con ••ence the palace and the cottage; 
and the people , fbr all Wa$ profile ; wa^ impe- 
tuoufly tnoved by his call to repentance anci 
iirm'5?; When he paintdd tb^ fufferirigs 6f thi 
natives and pilgrims of Pkleftine , every heart 
Was melted t6 cdriipafflon ; civefy breatt glowed 
with indignation , when he challenged the Warrior^ 
of the agfe td defend thfeir brethren and refcue 
their Saviour : his ignorance df art and language 
was cOrtipehfated By fighs , arid tcar^ , and eja- 
culatidns; artd Peter fupfilicd the defifcleiicy of 
teafori by loud arid frequent appeals to Ghriffi 
and his Mother, to the faints and afagcls of 
paradife , With whoria he had perfonally tonverfed: 
The nioft perfedl orator of Athens mi^ht have 
fcnvied the fuccefs df his eloquence : the ruftic 
crithuflaft irifpifed the paffions Which fie felt , and 
Chriftenddm expeded with iritipatierice tHe cdun- 
fels and decrees of the fuprerific pdntiff. 

The magnaniriious fpirit bf Gregory thefcvcntH Urb^n H. 
had already erli braced the dcfign 6f afnting Eii- "" **»^ ^o«* 
ro^e ajicainft Afia ; the ardour of his zeal and cerria, *' 
ambition ftill breathes in his epiftle$ : froni eitfief ^ o-ofv 
fide of the Alps , fifty thoufand Gatholits had ^*"^- 
cnlifted under the banrifcr of St. Peter*; arid hi$ 
iiicceffor reveals his interitio'tl bf xdarching ait their 
head againft tfae impioiis fe<3?t|:ifs of Mahomet. 
But the glory or reproaeh of cSctqming , though 
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^ n A p. not in perfon , this holy entcrprife i was rcfervcd 
LViii. for Urban the fecond ^ ^ the mod faithful of his 
difciples. He undertook the conqueft of the Eaft, 
vrhilft the larger portion of Rome was pofleffed 
and fortified by his rival Guibert of Ravenna , 
Vrho contended with Urban for the name and 
honours of the pontificate. He attempted to unite 
the powers of the Weft , at a time when the 
pjrinpes were Separated from the church, and the 
people from their princes , by the excommu* 
nication which himfelf and his predeceffors had 
thundered againft the emperor and the king of 
France. Philip the firft, of France , fupported 
with patience the cenfures which he had pro- 
voked by his fcandalous life and adulterous mar* 
riage. Henry tlie fourth , of Germany , aCTerted 
the right of inveftitures , the prerogative of 
confirming bis bilhops by the delivery of the 
ring and crofier. But the emperor's party was 
crufhed in Italy by the arms of the Normans 
and the countefs Mathilda; and the long quarrel 
had been recently envenomed by the revolt of 
his fon Conrad and the fhame of his wife ^ , 
who, in the fynods of Conftance and Placentia , 
., confeffed the manifold proftitutions to which (he 

had been expofed by an hulband rcgardlcfs of 
her honour and his own *. So popular was the 
caufe of Urban , fo weighty was his influence , 
that the council which he fummoncd at Placentia^ 
was corapofed of two hundred bilhops of Italy , 
France, Burgundy, Swabia, and Bavaria. Four 
thoufand of the clergy , and thirty thoufand of 
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tlie laity , attended this important meeting ; and , chap, 
as the moft fpacious cathedral would have been t\iiu 
inadequate to the multitude , the feffion of fevea 
days wa5 held in a plain adjacent to the city. 
The ambaffadors of the Greek emperor, Alexius 
Comnenus , were introduced to plead the diftrefs 
of their fovereign and the danger of Conftanti-* 
roplc , which was divided only by a narrow fe^ 
from the vidlorious Turks , the common enemies 
of the Chriftian name. In their fuppiiant addrefs 
they flattered the pride of the Latin princes; and» 
appealing at once to their policy and religion , - 
exhorted them to repel the Barbarians on the 
confines of Afia , rather than to expedt them ii> 
the heart of Europe. At* the fad tale of the 
mifery and perils of their Eaftern brethren the 
affembly burft into tears : the moft eager cham* 
pions declared their readinefs to march ; and the 
Greek ambaffadors were difmiffed with the aC- . 
furance of a fpeedy and powerful fuccour. The 
rejief of Conftantinpple was included in the larger 
and moft diftant projed of the deliverance of 
Jerufalem ; but the prudent Urban adjourned the. 
final decifion to a fecond fynod , whidi he pro- 
pofed to celebrate in fome city of France in the- 
autumn of the fame year. The fliort delay 
would propagate the flame of enthiifinfm ; and 
his firmeft hope was in a nation of foldiers ', 
ftill proud of the pre-eminence of their name , and 
ambitious to emulate their hero Charlemagne *, 
who, in the popular romance of Turpin " , had 
atcbieved the conqueft of the Holy Land. A 
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Qn^Tf latcQt mqtivf of affedion or vanity might in-j 
tvni. flucnce the choice of Urban : he was himfelf a| 
native of France , a monk of Clugny , and the 
firft of bis countrymen who afc<?ndeci the throne 
of St Peter. The pope had illuftrated bis family 
^nd province ; nqr is there perhaps a tnorc ex- 
quifite graqficatioq than to revifit , in a con- 
4>icuous dignity , the btumbl^ apd laboriousi 
fcenes of our youth. 
^quncn of It may oc( afion fome furprif? that the Rppoan 
A-TTcSf, pontiff (hould er^^, in the heart qf France , the 
^Tovfi^ben* tribunal from whence he hurled bis anathemas; 
againft the king. Bu^ our furprife will vanilh fq 
foon as we form a juft.eftipiat? pf a king of 
France of the elevepth century '\ Phijip th^ 
firft w^s the great-grandfon of Hugh Capet the 
founder of the prefent race , who , in* the decline 
of Cbarlen^agne's pofterity , addecj the regal title 
tp his patrimonial eftates of Paris and Orleans, 
^n this narrow compafs , he was poffeffcd of • 
wealth and jqrifdidtion; but in the reft of France, 
Hugh and his firft defcendants werp no paorc 
than the' feudal lords pf abpu{ fixty d[ukes and 
counts, ©(independent and h€redi<;ary power ", 
who difdained the control of la\ys and Jcgal af^ 
femblies , and \yhofe difregard of their fovereign 
\yas revenged by the difob^dience of their inferior 
vaffals. At Clermont , in the territories pf the 
count of Auvergne ** , the pope ipight ^>rave 
with impunity the rcfentment of Philip; and the 
pouncil which he convened in that city was not 
|efs nymerpus or refpedal^^^ than the fynpd of 
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Placentia '^. Befides his court aiid council of chap. 
Roman cardinals J he was fupported by thirteea tviii. 
archbifhops and two hundred amd twenty-five 
biihops ; the number of mitred prelates was com* 
puted at four hundred; and the fathers of the 
church were bleffed by the faiots, and enlighten* 
ed by the do(^ors of the age. From the adjacent 
kingdoms , a martial train of lords and knights 
of power and renown , attended the council '*, 
in high expedation of its refolves; and fuch was 
the ardour of zeal and ^uriofity , that the city 
was filled, and many tboulands, in the month 
of November , eredlcd their tents or huts in the 
open field. A feflion of eight days produced ibme 
ufeful or edifying canons for the reformation of 
manners ; a fevere cenfure w^ pronounced againft 
the licence of private war j: the truce of God ** 
was confirmed, a fufpenfion of hodilities during^ 
four days of the week; women and pricfts. were 
' placed under the fafeguard of the church ; and 
a protection of three years was extended to huf* 
bandmen and merchants , the defencelefs vidims 
of military rapine. But a law, however venerable 
"be the fan^lion , cannot fuddenly transform the 
temper of the times ; and the benevolent effortsi 
of Urban defcrve the lefs praife, fince belaboured 
%o appeafe fome domeftic quarrels that he might 
fpreai^ the flames of war from th^ Atlantic to 
the Euphrates. From^ the fynod of Placentia, 
the rumour of his great defign had gone "forth 
nmong the nations : the xlergy on their return 
4jad preactied in ev^ry diocefe the meri^ and 

R4 
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c H A r. gloiy of the deliverance of the Holy Land ; and 
LVin. when the pope afcended a lofty fcaffold in the 
f&arket-place of Clermont , his eloquence was 
addrefTed to a well prepared and impatient au- 
dience. His topics were obvious , hi$ exhortation 
was vehement, his fucccfs inevitable. The orator 
was interrupted by the fliout of thoufands , who 
with one voice , and in their ruftic idiom , ex- 
, claimed aloud , ^ God wilk it , God wills it *^ '' 
^' It is indeed the will 6f God/* replied the pope ; 
^ and let this memorable word , the infpiratioa 
^ furcly of the Holy Spirit , be for ever adopted 
" as your cry of battle , to animate the devotion 
" and courage of the champions of Chrift, His 
** crofs is the fymbol of your falvation ; wear it , 
^ a red, a bloody crofs, as an external mark 
^ on your breafts^ or (boulders , as a pledge of 
^ your facred and irrevocable engagement. '' .The 
propofal was joyfully accepted ; great numbers 
both of the clergj^ and laity imprefled on their 
garments the fign ^f the crofs " , and folicited 
the pope to march at their head. This dangerous 
honour was declined by the more prudent fuc- 
ceffor of Gregory , who alleged the fchifm 
of the church , and the duties of his paftoral 
office , recommending to the faithful , who were 
difqualified by fex or profeffion, by age or in- 
firmity , to aid , with their prayers and iTlms , 
the perfonal fervice of their robuft brethren. The 
name and powers 'of his legate he devolved on 
Adbemar bifliop of Piiy , the firft who had receiv- 
ed the crofe at his hands. . The foremoft of the 
temporal chiefs was Raymond count of Thou- 
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loufc, whofe ambaffadors in the council cxcufed eu aK 
the abfence , and pledged the honour , of their tviii. 
mafter. After the confeffion and abfolution of their 
fins, the champions of the crofs were difmiffed 
with a fuperfluous admonition to irlvite their 
countfymen and friends ; and their departure for 
the Holy Land was fixed to the feftival of the 
Affumption , the fifteenth of Auguft , of the 
cnfuing year '*. 

So familiar, and as it were fo natural to man, joftice ^ttht 
is the pradice of violence , that our indulgence cfuadw. 
allows the flighted provocation, the moft difputable 
right, as a fufficient ground of national hoftility. 
But the name and nature of an holy war demands 
a more rigorous fcrutiny; nor can we haftily . 
believe , that the fervants of the Prince of peace 
would unflieathe the fword of deftrudion, unlefs 
the motive were pure , the quarrel legitimate , 
and the neceflity inevitable. The policy of an 
adion may be determined from the tardy leffons 
of experience; but, before we ad, our confcience 
fhould be fatisfied of the juftice and propriety of 
our enterprife. In the age of the crufades , the 
Chri'ftians, both of the Eaft and Weft, were 
perfuaded of their lawfiilnefs and merit; their 
arguments are clouded by the perpetual abufe of 
fcripture and rhetoric; but they feem to infift on 
the right of natural and religious defence, their* 
peculiar tjtle to the Holy Land , and the impiety' 
of their Pagan and Mahometan foes **. I. The 
right of a juft defence may fairly include our 
civil and fpiritual allies: it depends on the exiftence 
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c H A p/ of danger; and that <Ianger muft b^ e(llinatec{ by 
Lviii. the twofold confideration of the malice , and the 
power, of our enemies. A pernicious tenet has 
been imputed to the Mahometans, the duty of 
txtirpating aU other religions by the fword. This 
ch'Jrge of ignorance and bigotry is refuted by the 
Koran , by the hi (lory of the Mufulmari conquerors, 
and by their public and legal toleration of the 
Chriftian worftiip. But it cannot be denied , that 
the Oriental churches ^re depreffed vmder their 
iron yoke; that, in peace and war, they affert a 
divine and indcfeafible claim of univerfal empire; 
3nd that , in their orthodox creed , the unbelieving 
nations are continually threatened with the lols 
of religion or liberty. In the eleventh century ^ 
the vidorious arms of the Turks prefcnted a real 
and urgent apprehenfion of thefe Jofies. They 
' had fubdued in lefe thap-thirty years the kingdoms 
of Afia, as far as Jerufalem and the Hell efpontj 
and the Greek empire tottered on the verge •of 
deftrudion. Bef^des an honed fympathy for their 
brethren , the Latins had a right and intereft in 
the fupport of Copftantinople, the moft important 
barrier of the Weft; and the privilege of defence 
TO uft reach to prevent, as vrell as to repel, an 
impending aHault. But this falutary purpofe might 
, have been accornpliflied by a nioderate fuccour; 
and pur calmer reafon muft difclaim„ the innun^erable 
Jiofts and remote operation$, "which ovenyhelmed 
Afia and depopulated Europe. IL Paleftinc could 
add nothing to the ftrength or fafety of the Latins; 
gnd fanaticifm alone coyld preteQ4 to juftify thQ 
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* 

Gonqueft of th?it 4iftiint ^nd narrow prgvincc,^ C H 4 f< 
The Cbriftiaps affirmed that their inalienable title tyiit. 
to the promifed J^n4. h^d b^pn (ealed by the 
l)loodi of their diving Saviour : it was th^ir right; 
and duty to refcue their inheritance from the pnjuft; 
poffgCTors , who prpfan^d bis fepulchre , and 
i^ppreffed the pilgrimage of his difcipjes.^ Vainly 
yrould it be alleged that the pre - ernincnce o^ 
Jerufalem , 2^nd the (aqdity of Paleftin^ , have; 
tjeen abolifh^d with the Mof^ic law; that the 
God pf the Chrifti^ns is qpt. a local deity , and that 
the recovery pf 3ethlcm or Calvary, his cradle; 
pr his tomh , will 3:iot atoi^e for the violation of 
the iporal precepts of the gofpel. Spch ^rguqients 
glance afide from the leaden fhield of fqperftition;^ 
and the religious mind will i^ot csifily relinquifh 
its hold on the facred ground of myftcry an4 
^niracle. III. But the holy wars w^ch have bcea 
•waged in every climate of the globe, from Egypt 
t;oCivonia, aiid frqm Peru to Jlindoftan, require 
the fupport of fome n^ore general and flexible 
tenet. Jt has beci^ often fuppof(?d, 2ind fometimes ' ^ 
2jffirmcd, that ?i difference of religion is a worthy 
caufe of hoftility; th^t obfl:inate qnbelievc^rs rnay 
be flain or fubdued hy the champions pf the crofs;^ 
^nd that grac^ is the fole fountain of dominion 
i\s well as of mercy, Ahoye four hundrcjl year$, 
before the firft crufade, the eaftern and weftern. 
provinces of the Roman empire had bee^i acquired 
,^bout the fapEie time, and in the fame manner^ 
hy the Barbarians of Germany and Arabia. Tim^ 
jnd treaties had legitiipatecl th^ conquefts of the. 
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CHIP. Chriftian Franks 5 but in the eyes of their fubjeds 
LVni. und neighbours, the Mahometan princes were 
ftill tyrants and ufurpers, who, by the arms of 
war or rfebellion , might be lawfully driven from 
their unlawful poffeflion ". 
Spirftvai mo. As the manners of the Chriftians were relaxed , 
I'uiKncw!"' ^^^^' difcipline of penance '* was enforced; and 
with the multiplication of fins, the remedies 
. were multiplied. In the primitive church , a 
voluntary and open confeflion prepared the work 
of atonement. In the middle ages, the bifhops 
and priefts interrogated the criminal ; compelled 
him to account for his thoughts, words, and 
adlions; and prefcribed the terms of his reconci- 
liation with God. But as this difcretionary power 
might alternately , be abufed by indulgence and 
tyranny, a rule of difcipline was framed, to inform 
and regulate the fpiritual judges. This mode of 
legiflation was invented by the Greeks; th^ir 
pe^itentials *' were tranflated, or imitated, in the 
Latin church; and, in the. time of Charlemagne, 
the clergy of every diocefe were provided with a 
code, which they prudently concealed from the 
knowledge of the vulgar. In this dlangerous eftimate 
of crimes and punifliments, each cafe was fuppofed, 
each difference was remarked, by the experience 
or penetration of the monks ; fome fins are 
enumerated which innocfence could not have 
fufpeded, and others which reafon cannot believe; 
and the more ordinary offences of fornication and 
adultery, of perjury and facrilege, of rapine and 
murder, were expiated by a penance, which ^ 
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according to the various circumftanccs , wall H a F« 
prolonged from forty days to feven years. During ivill. 
this term of mortification , the patient was healed , 
the criminal was abfolvcd , by a falutary regimea 
of fafts and prayers : the diforder of his drefs was 
expreffive of grief and remorfe ; and he humbly 
abftained from all the bufmefs and pleafure of 
focial h^e. But the rigid execution of thefe law$ 
would have depopulated the palace » the camp, 
and the city : the Barbarians of the Weft believed 
and trembled ; but nature often rebelled againft 
principle ; and the magiftrate laboured without 
cfFedl to enforce the jurifdidion of the . prieft. 
A literal accomplifhment of penance was indeed 
impradicable; the guilt of adultery was multiplied 
by daily repetition ; that of homicide might involve 
the raaflacre of a whole people; c^ch ad was 
feparately numbered ; and , in thofe times of 
anarchy and vice , a modeft finner might eafily 
incur a debt of three hundred years. His infolvei^y 
was relieved by a commutation , or indulgence : a 
year of penance was appreciated at twenty -fix 
foUdi ** of filver, about four pounds fterling, for 
the' rich ; at three folidi , or nine (hillings , for 
the indigent: and thefe alms were foon appropriated ' 
to the ufe of the church, which derived, from 
the redemption of fins , an inexhauftible fource of 
opulence and dominion. A debt of three hundred 
years , or twelve hundred pounds , was enough 
to impoverilh a plentiful fortune ; the fcarcity qf 
gold and filver was fupplied by the alienation of 
Jand ; and the princely donations of Pepin and 
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t H A !•• Charlemagne aire cxprefely given for the remedy 
IVUJ. of their foul. It is a maxim of the civil law, that 
whofoevcr cannot pay with his purfe, muft pay- 
With his bddy; and the pradlice of flagellation 
^as adopted by the monks , a cheap ^ though 
painful , equivalent. By a fantaftic arithmetic , a 
year of penance was taxed at three thoufmid 
lafher**; and fuch was the flcill arid padence of 
a famous hermit , St. Dominic of the Iron Cuirafs ^^^ 
that in fix days he could difcharge an entirt 
century, by a whipping of three hundred thoufand 
ftripesi His example was followed by many pent- 
tents of both fexes ; and , as a vicarious facriiice 
was accepted , a fturdy difciplinarian might expiate 
on his own back the fins of his benefadors ". 
Thefe compenfations of the purfe and the perfon 
introduced ^ in the eleventh century , a more 
honourable mode of fatisfaAion. The merit of 
military fervice againft the Saracens of Africa and 
Sf ain , had been allowed by the predeceffors of 
Urban the fecond^ In the council of Glermonfr, 
that pope proclaimed a plenary indulgence to tfaofe 
\vho ihduld enlift under the banner of the; crofs ; 
tiie abfolutidm oi all their fins, and a fuH receipt 
for M that might be due of canonical penance **• 
The cold philofophy of mfodern times is incapable of 
fueling the impreffion that was made on a finful 
and fanatic>?^orld. At the voice of their paftor, the 
tobber' , the incendiafy , the homicide , arofe 
by thoufands to redeem tHeir fonts , by repeating 
on the infidels the fame detfds which they had 
CjKrcifcd ajainft their Gbriftian brethren/ and the 
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terms of atonement were eagerly embraced by c H a ?. 
offenders of every rank and denomination. None tViit 
were pure ; none -were exempt from the guilt 
and penalty of fin ; and thofe who were the leaft 
amenable .to the juftice of God and the church , 
were the beft entitled to the temporal and eternal 
recompence of their pious couragew If they fell » 
the fpirit of the Latin clergy did not hefit^te t6 
adorn their tortib with the crown of- martyrdom **; 
and (hould they furvive, they could expedl with- 
out impatience the delay and encreafe of their 
heavenly reward. They offered their blood to 
the Son of God > who had laid down his life foi* 
their falvation : they took up the crofs V and 
entered with confidence into the way of the 
Lord. Hi^ providence would watch over their 
fefety; perhaps his vifible and miraculous power 
would fmooth the difficulties of their holy enter* 
prife. The cloud and pillar of Jehovah had 
inarched before the Ifraelites into the promifeifl 
land. Might not tlic Chriflians more reafonably 
hope that the rivers would Open for their pafTage; 
that the walls of the ilrongeft cities would fall 
at the found of their trumpets ; and that the fuii 
would be arreflcd in his mid-career, to alloNV 
them time for the deftrudion of the infidels? 

Of the chiefs and foldiers who marched to the rVrnporsd 
holy fepulchre^ I will dare to affirm, that aflandcatn^i 
were prompted by the fpirit of enthofiafni ; the ""**"'*** 
belief of merit , the hope of reward , and the a& 
furance of divine aid. But I am equally perfuaded, 
^hat in man]/ it ^as not the fok , that in fame k 
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CHAP, was not the leading , principle of adion. The 
tvm. ufe and abufe of religion are feeble to ftem, 
they are ftrong and irrefiftible to impel , the 
fiream of national manners. Againft the private 
•wars of the Barbarians, their bloody tournaments, 
licentious loves, and judicial duels, the popes 
and {ynods might inefFedtually thunder. It is a 
n)ore eafy talk to provoke the metaphyfical dif- 
putes of the Greeks , to drive into the cloifter the 
vidims of anarchy or defpotifm , to fandify the 
patience of flaves and cowards » or to aiTume the 
irierit of the humanity and benevolence of modern 
Chriftians. War and excrcife were the reigning 
paflions'of the Franks or Latins; they were en- 
joined, as a penance, to gratify. thofe paffions, 
to vifit diftant lands , and to draw their fwords 
againft the nation^ of the Eaft. Their vidory , or 
e^iren their attempt , would imraortalife the names 
of the intrepid heroes of the crofe ; and the pureft 
piiety could not be infenfible to the moft fplendid 
pi:ofped of military glory. In the petty qua^rrels of 
, Europe, they i^ed the blood of dieir friends and 
countrymen, for the acquifition perhaps of a caftle 
ojr a village. They could march with alacrity againft 
tlie diftant and hoftile nations who were devoted 
to their arms : their fancy already grafped the 
golden fceptres of Afia ; and \ht conqueft of A pulia 
and Sicily by the Normans might exalt to royalty 
the hopes of the moft private adventurer. Chrit 
tendom , in her rudeft ftatc, muft have yielded 
to the climate and cultivation of the Mahometan 
countries ; and their natural ao4 artificial wealtb 

had 
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had been magnified by the tales of pilgrims , and chap, 
the gifts of an imperfed commerce. The vulgar, lvhi. 
both the great and fmall, were taught to believe 
every wonder , of lands flowing with milk and 
honey , of mines and ^treafures , of gold and dia- 
monds, of palaces of marble and jafper , and of 
odoriferous groves of cinnamon and frankincenfe. 
In this ^arthly paradif« , each warrior depended 
on his fword to carve a plenteous and honourable 
eftablifhment , which he meafurcd only by the 
extent of his wiflies '*. Their vaflkls and foldier* 
trufted their fortunes to God and their mafter: 
the fpoils of a Turkilh emir might enrich tb«: 
naeaneft follower of the camp ; and the flavour 
of the wines, the beauty of the Grecian women '% 
were temptations more adapted to the nature, 
than to the profeffion , of tht champions of the 
crofs. The love of freedom was a powerful in- 
citement to the multitudes who were oppreflcd 
by feudal or ecclefiaftical tyranny* Under this 
holy fign the peafants and burghers, who were 
attached to the fervitude of the glebe , might 
cfcape from ' an haughty lord , and tranfplant 
themfelves and their families to a land of liberty. 
The monk might releafe himfelf from the difcipline 
of his convent : the debtor might fufpend the 
accumulation of ufury , and the purfuit of his 
creditors ; and outlaws and malcfadors of every 
caft might continue to brave the laws and elude 
the punilhment of their crimes '*. 

Thcfe motives were potent and numerous : ^tnfluenct of 
Y^hen we have fiogly computed their weight on*"*"^*' 
Vol. X. S 
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CHAP, the rnind of each individual , we muft add the 
IiVni; infinite feries, the multiplying powers of example 
and fafliion. The firft profelytes became the 
•warmeft and moft effectual miflionaries of the 
crofs : among their friends and countrymen they 
|)rcached the duty, the ^erit , and the rccom- 
pence, of their holy vow; and the moft reludlanr 
Bearers were infenfibly drawn within the 'whirl- 
pool of perfuafion and authority. The martial 
youths were fired by the reproach or fufpicion 
of cowardice ; the opportunity of vifiting with 
an army the fcpulcbre of Chrift , was embraced 
by the old and infirm , by women and children , 
iR^ho eonfulted rather their zeal than their ftrengtb; 
and thofe who in the evening had derided the 
folly of their companions , were the moft eager, 
^e enfuing day , to tread in their footfteps. The 
ignorance , which magnified the hopes , diqni- 
itiflied the perils, of the enterprife. Since the 
Turkiih conqueft, the paths of pilgrimage were 
obliterated ; the chiefs themfelves had an ira- 
j^erfed notion of the length of the way and the 
flatc of their enemies; and fuch was the ftupidity 
of the people , that , at the fight of the firft 
dty or caftle beyond the limits of their know- 
ledge , they were ready to alk whether that wa* 
not the Jcrnfalem , the term and objecft of their 
Tabours. Yet the more .prudent of the crufaders., 
who were not fure that they ftlould be fed from 
heaven with a fliowcr of quails or manna , pro- 
vided themfelves with thofe precious metals , 
•^hich, in every country, asc the rcprefcntative* 



OPTJHE ROMAN EMPiklS. a^^ 

fef every eororpodity. iTo defrajr , according to c li A t*i 
their rank, the expences of the road, princes tvUti 
alienated their provinces , nobles their landj and 
callies , peafarits their cattle and the inftrument^ 
of hulbandry; The value of property Was dc* 
predated by the eager competition of Hiultitudes; 
while the price of arms and horfes , was raifed td 
an exorbitant height by the wants aild impatience 
bf the buyers '*. Thofe who remained stt horoe^ 
with fenfe and monfey \Vere Enriched by thd 
epidemical difeafc ; the fbvereigns acquired at at 
cheap rate the domains of their vaffals i and the 
tccieliaftical purchafers completed the paymcne 
by the affurance of their prayers^ The crofs, 
which Was commonly fewed qn thi garment, iA 
cloth or fiik, was infcribed by fomc zealots od 
their fkin: an hot iron, or indelible liquor, was 
applied to perpetuate thz mark ; atid a crafty^ 
monk , who fhewcd th^ miraculous impreffion 
on his breaft , was repaid with the popular 
Veneration and the richeft benefices of Paleftinc '*; 

The fifteenth of Aiiguft had been iiked in the ^^^^'^^^^^^ 
feouncil of Clermont for the departure of the fj„s! 
pilgrims 2 but the day was anticipated by the^n. '09^^ 
thoughtlefs and needy crowd of plebeians; and ^;'^^^^*^' 
I ft) ^11 briefly difpatch the calamities Which they 
inflidled and fuffered j before I enter on the more 
ferious and fuccefsful enterprife of the chiefs. 
Early in the fpring, fiom the confines of France 
and Lorraine, above fixty thoufatid of the po- 
pulace of both fcxes flocked round the firft mit 
lionary of the crufade, and preffcd him with 

S % 
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CHAP, clamorous importunity to lead them to the holy 
tviit. fepulchre* The hermit, affuming the character, 
without the talents or authority, of a general, 
impelled or obeyed the forward impulfe of his 
Votaries along ' the banks of the Rhine and 
Danube. Their Wants and numbers foon com* 
pelled them to feparatc ^ and his lieutenant , 
Walter the Pennylefs, a valiant though needy 
foldief, conduced a vanguard ojF pilgrims 5 whofc 
condition may be determined from the proportion 
of eight horfemen to fifteen thoufand foot. The 
exan}ple and footfteps of Peter were clofely 
purfued by another fanatic j the monk Godcfcal, 
whofe fermons had fwept away fifteen or twenty 
" thoufand peafants from the villages of Germany. 
Their rear was again prefTed by an herd of two 
hundred thoufand, the moft ftupid and favage 
N refufc of the people , who mingled with their 
devotion a brutal licence of rapine , proftitution, 
and drunkennefs. Some counts and gentlemen, 
at the head of three thoufand horfe , attended 
the motions of the multitude to partake- in the 
fpoil; but their genuine leaders (may we credit 
' fuch folly?) were a goofe and a goat, who were 
carried in the front, and to whom thefe worthy 
Chriftians afcribed an infufion of the divine fpi- 
rit '\ Of thefe, and of other bands of erithufiaftSj 
the firft and moft eafy warfare was againft the 
Jews, the murderers of the Son of God. In the 
trading cities of the Mofelle and the Rhine, their 
colonies were numerous and rich; and they en- 
joyed, under the protection of the emperor and 
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the bifliops, the free cxercife of their religion '*. chap* 
At Verdun, Treves, Mentz, Spires, Worms, LViiL 
niany thoufands of that unhappy people were 
pillaged and maffacred " : nor had they felt a 
more bloody ftroke Cinct the perfecution of 
Hadrian. A remnant was faved by the firmnefs 
of their bilhops , who accepted k feigned and 
tranfient converfion; but the more obftinate Jews 
oppofed their fanaticifm to the fanaticifm of the 
Chriftians, barricadoed their houfes, and preci- 
pitating' themfelves , their families , and their 
wealth, into the rivers or the flames , difappointed. 
the malice, qr at leaft the avarice, of their im- 
placable foes. ^ - 

Between the frontiers of Auilria and the feat of "^^"f *«- 
the Byzantine monarchy, the crufaders were com- Hungary and 
pelledto traverfe an interval of fix hundred miles; fia» 
the wild and defolate countries of Hungary '* and ^' ^' *°^^ 
Bulgaria. "The foil 'is fruitful , and interfered 
with rivers; but it was then covered with morat 
fes and forefts , >vhich fpread to a boundlefs 
extent, whenever man has ceafcd to exercifc his 
dominion over the earth. Both nations had im- 
bibed the rudiments of Chriflianity; the Hunga- 
rians were ruled by their native princes ; the 
Bulgarians by a lieutenant of the Greek empe- 
ror ; but, on the flightcft provocation, theif 
ferocious nature was rekindled, and ample pro- 
vocation was afforded by the diforders of the 
firft pilgrims. Agriculture muft have beep unflcil- 
ful and languid among a people, whofe cities 
were built of reeds and timbet, which were 

S3 
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f If A p. defcrtc4 in the fummcr fcafon for the tents of 
IfVin. hunters and Ihcpherds. A fcanty fupply of provi- 
fions was rudejy demanded, forcibly feizcd, an4 
greedily confumed; and on the firft quarrel, the 
crufadcrs gave a loofe to indignation and revenge. 
But their ignorance of the country, of war, ancj 
of difcipline, expofed them to every fnare. The 
Greek prseftdl of Bulgaria commanded, a regulaf 
force; at the trumpet of the Hungarian king, the 
eighth or the tenth of hjs martial fubjetfh bent 
their bows and mounted on horfeback ; their 
policy was ipfidious , ^nd* their retaliation on 
^hcfe pious robbers was unrelenting and bloody '\ 
About a third of the naked fugitives , and the 
hermit Peter was of the number,' efcaped to the 
Thracian np^ountainsj and the emperor, who re^ 
(peded the pilgrimage and fuccour of the Latins, 
condudcd them by fecure and eafy journies to 
Conftantinople , and advifed them to await the 
^rrivaj of their brethren. For a while they re- 
inembered their faults and loffes; but no fooner 
were they revived by the hofpitable entertain- 
THcnt , than their ver^om was again inflamed* 

' they ftung their benefaftor, and neither gardens, 

, qpior palaces, nor churches, were faie from their 
depredations. For his own fafety , Alexius allured 
them to pafs over to the Afiatic fide of the Bot 
phorus a but their Wind impetuofity foon urged 
them to defert the'ftation which he had affigned, 
^nd to rufh headlong againft the Turks , who. 
pccupied the road of Jeruftilem. The hermit , 
f Qn|cioij^s Off Jiis ftpme , had 'withdrawn frojpa 
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tfie camp to Conftantinople^; and his lieutenant, chap. 
Walter the Pennylefs , who was worthy of a Vfuu 
better command, attempted without .fuccefs to 
introduce feme order and prudence among the 
herd of favages. They frparated in queft of 
prey, and themfelves fell an eafy prey to tho 
jirts of the fultan. By a rumour that their fore- 
moft companions wei*e rioting in the fpoils of 
^ his capital , Soliman tempted the main body ta 
defcend into the plain of Nice; they were over*^ 
whelmed by the Turkiflj arrows ; and a pyramid 
of bones *° informed their companions of the 
place of their defeat. Of the firft crufaders , three 
hundred thoufand had already pcriflicd, before 
;i fingle city was refeued from the infidels, be* 
fore their graver and more noble brethren had 
coqipleted the preparations of their enterprife *'• 

None of the great fovereigns of Europe em- The chicfc ©f 
barked their perfons in the firft . crufade. The **** ^^ ^'"^ 
emperor Henry the fourth was not difpofed to 
obey the fummons of the pope : Philip the firft 
of France was occupied by his pleafures ; Wil- 
liam Rufus of England by a recent conqueft; the 
kings of Spain were engaged in a domeftic war 
againft the Moors; and the northern monarchy 
^ of Scotland, Denmark**, Sweden, and Poland^ 
Wese yet Ilrangers to the paffions and interefti 
of the South. The religious ardour was more 
ftrongly felt by the princes of the fecond order^ 
who held an important place in the feudal fyftem* 
Their fituation will naturally caft under fouF 
4iftin<^ h<e^d$ the feview of J-^^^ names aoi 

S4 
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^ H A p. charadlers; but I may cfcape fome ncedlefs rcpfc- 
tviii, tition, by obferving at once, that courage and 
the exercifc of arms are the common attribute 
I. Godfrey of of thcfe Chriftian adventurers. I. The firft rank 
Bouillon, , .both in war and council is juftly due to God- 
frey of Bouillon; and happy would it have been 
for the crufaders , if they had truft^d themfelves 
to the fole condudl of that accomplifhed hera, 
a worthy reprefenfeative of Charlemagne , from 
whom he- was defccnded in the female line. His 
father was of the noble race of the counts of 
Boulogne : Brabant , the lower province of Lor- 
raine *\ was the inheritance of his jnothcr ; and 
by the emperor's bounty, he was liimfelf invefted 
with that ducal title, which has been improperly 
transferred to his lordfhip of Bouillon in the 
Ardennes **. In the fcrvice of Henry the fourth, 
he bore the great ftandard of the empire, and 
pierced with his lance the breaft of Rodolph, 
the rebel king : Godfrey was the firft who afcend^ 
cd the walls of Rome ; and his ficknefs , his 
vow, perhaps his remorfe for bearing arms againft 
the pope, confirmed an early refolution of vi- 
fiting the holy fepulchre , not as a pilgrim , but 
a deliverer. His valour was matured by pru- 
dence and moderation ; his piety, though blind, 
was fincere; and, in the tumult of a camp, he 
pradifed the real and fiditious virtues of a con- 
vent. Superior to the private fadions of the 
chiefs, he referved his enmity for the enemies 
of Chrift; and though he gained a kingdom by 
the attempt, his. pure and . difinterefted zeal was 
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acknowledged by his rivals. Godfrey of Bquil- c H a p. 
Ion ** was accompanied by hh two brothers , lvhi, 
by Euftace the elder , who had fucceeded to 
the county of Boiilogne, and by the younger, 
Baldwin, a charader of more ambiguous virtue. 
The duke of Lorraine was alike celebrated on 
cither fide of the Rhine : frpm his birth and edu- 
cation he was equally converfant with the French 
an4 Teutonic languages: the barons of France, 
Germany, and Lorraine, aflembled their vaflals; 
and the confederate force that marched under 
his banner was corapofcd of fourfcore thoufand 
foot and about »ten thoufand horfe. IL In the yj, jfugh of 
parliament that was held at Paris , in the king s Vcrma^dois, 
prefence, about two months after the council of Normand^ 
Clermont, Hugh count of Vermandois was the Robert of 
moft confpicuous of the princes who affumed the P'a"^«"» 

r n 1 11 • r 1 Stephen of 

crols. But the appellation of the great was ap- chartres, &ci 
plied , not fo much to his merit or poffeflions 
(though neither were contemptible), as to the 
royal birth of the brother of the king of France **. 
Robert duke of Normandy was the eldefl: fon 
of William the Conqueror; but on his father's 
death he was deprived of the kingdom of Eng- 
land , by his own indolence and the adivity of 
his brother Rufus. The worth of Robert was 
degraded by an exceffive levity and eafincfs of 
temper; his cheerfulnefs feduced him to the in- 
dulgerice of pleafure ; his profufe liberality ira- ' 

poveriftied the prince and people ; his indifcrimi- 
nate clemency multiplied the number of offend- 
ers j and the amiable qualities of a private mail 
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CHAP, became the effential defefls of a fovercign. Fbr 
iviu, the trifling fam of ten tboufanj marks be mort- 
gaged Normandy during his abfcnce to theEnglifh 
ufurper *' ; but his engagement and behaviour in 
the holy war, announced in Robert a rcformatioa 
'of manners, and reftored him in fomc degree to 
the public efteera. .Another Robert was count 
of Flanders , a royal province , which , in this 
century , gave three queens to the thrones of 
^ France , England , and Denmark : he was fur- 

Bamed the fword and lance of the Chrifjians; 
but in the exploits of a foldier, he foraetimes 
forgot the duties of a general. .Stephen, count 
of Chartres, of Blois , and of Troyes, was one 
of the richeft princes of the age ; and the num- 
ber of his caftles has been compared to the three 
hundred and fixty-five days of the year. His 
jnind was improved by literature ; and in the 
council of the chiefs, the eloquent Stephen ** was 
chofen to difcharge the office of their pr^fident^ 
Thefe four were the prificipal leaders of the 
^ French, the Normans, and the^ pilgrims of the 

Britilh ifles: but the lift of the barons who were 
poffeffcd of three or four towns , would exceed, 
fays a contemporary, the catalogue of the Trojan 
ni, Ray^ war *'. IIL In the fouth of France , the comnciandt 
was affumed by Adhemar, bifiiop of Piiy, the 
pope's legate, and by Raymond, count; of St. 
Giles and Tholoufe, who added the prouder 
titles of duke of Narbonne and marquis of Pro- 
vence. The former was a refpedable prelate , 
nJiJke qualified for this world and the next. Thi^ 



mond of 



OF* THE ROMAN EMPIRE. z6r 

latter Was a veteran warrior , who. hajl fought c k 4 Ft 
agalnfl: the Saracens of Spain, and who con* LVJxit 
fecrated his declining age, not only to the" de^ 
jiverance , but to the perpetual fervicc, of th^ 
holy fepulchre. His experience and riches gave 
him a ftrong afcendant in the Chriftian camp^ 
whofe diftrefs he was often able, and fometimes 
willing, to relieve. But it was cafier for him to 
extort the praife of the Infidels, than to preferv€ 
the love of his fubjeds and aflbciates. His eminent 
qualities were clouded by a temper, haughty, 
envious, and obftinate; and, though he refigne4 
an ample patrimony, for the caufe of God, his 
piety, in the public opinion, was not exempt 
from avarice and ambition ^*. A mercantile^ 
l*ather than a martial fpirit, prevailed among his 
provincials ^\ a common qame, which included 
the natives of Auvergne and Languedoc '\ the 
vaffals of the kingdom of Burgundy or Aries, 
From the adjacent frontier of Spain , he drew ^ 
band of hardy adventurers ; as he marched through 
Lombardy , a crowd of Italians flocked to his 
ftandard, and his united force confided of on? 
hundred thoufand horfe and foot. If Raymond 
was the firft to enlift and the laft to depart/ the 
delay may be cxeufed by the greatncfs of his 
preparation ai>d the promife of an cverlafting 
farewell. IV, T]ie name of Bohemond , the fon iv. boIi«- 
of Robert Guifcard , was already famous by his *"""** ^"*^ 

111 • r. 1 ^1 1 Tdncred. 

double victory over the Grcejc emperor : but 
bis father's will had reduced him to the princi^ 
patty of Tarentum, and the remembrance of hi$ 
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CHAP. Eaftern trophies , tiM he was awakened by the 
tvtii. rumour and paflage of the French pilgrims. It 
is in the pcrfon of this Norman chief that we 
may feelc for the cooleft poUcy and ambition 
with a fmall allay of religious fanaticifm. His 
condudl may juftify a belief that he had fecretly 
direded the defign of the pope, which he af- 
feded to fecond with aftonifhment and zeal : at 
the fiege of Amalphi, his example and difcourfe 
inflamed the pafEons of a confederate army ; he 
inftantly tore his garment to fupply erodes for 
the numerous candidates, and prepared to vifit 
Conftantinople aiid Afia at the head of ten 
thoufand horfe and twenty thoufand foot. Several 
princes of the Norman race accompanied this 
veteran general; and his coufm Tancred " was 
the partner, rather than the fervant, of the war. 
In the accompliflied charader of Tancred, we 
difcover all the virtues of a perfed knight **, the 
true fpirit of chivalry, which infpired the gene- 
rous fentiments and focial offices of man , far 
better than the bafe philofophy , or the bafcr 
religion, of the timcsr. 
Chivaflry. Between the age of Charlemagne and that of 

the crufades, a revolution had taken place among 
the Spaniards , the Normans , itid the French , 
wh^ch was gradually extended to the reft of 
Europe. The fervice of the infantry was degraded 
to the plebeians; the cavalry formed the ftrength 
of the armies, and the honourable name of miles , 
or foldier, was confined to the gentlemen '* who 
ferved on horfeback , and were inverted with tj:ic 
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charader of knighthood. The dukes and countsf c h A ?•> 
who had ufurped the rights of fovcrcignty, di- lviii. 
vided the provinces among their faithful barons : 
the barons diftributed among their vaffals the fief* 
or benefices of their jurifdidion ; and thcfe military^ 
tenants , the peers of each other and of their lord, 
compofed the noble or equeftrian ©rdcr , which 
difdained to conceive the peafant or burgher as 
of the fame fpecies with thenrfelves. The dignity 
of their birth was prefervcd by pure and equal 
alliances ; their fons alone , who could produce 
four quarters or lines of anceftry , without fpot 
or reproach , might legally pretend to the honour 
of knighthood ; but a valiant plebeian was fome- 
times enriched and. ennobled by the fword , and 
became the father of a new race. A fmglc knight 
could impart, according to his judgment, the 
charader which he received; and the warlike 
fovereigns of Europe derived more glory frona 
this perfonal diftindion., than from the luftre of 
their diadem. This ceremony , of which fome 
traces may be found in Tacitus and the woods 
of Germany'*, was in its origin fimple and pro- 
fane; the candidate, after forae previous tiial , 
was inverted with his fword and fpurs ; and his . 

cheek or fhoulder were touched with ^ flight 
blow , as an emblem of the laft ajffront , which it 
was lawful for him to endure.. But fuperftition ' " 

mingled in every public and private adion of life; 
in the holy wars , it fandified the profeffion of 
arms; and the order of chivalry was aflimilated in 
its rights and privileges to the facred orders of 
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tf tr A P* pricftbood* The bath and white garment of the 
l/Tiil* novice , were an indecent- copy of the regenera tioii 
of baptjfm : his fword, which he offered on the 
altar ^ was bleflfed by the minifters of religion ; 
his fblemn reception was preceded by fafts and 
' vigils ; and be was created a knight in the name 
of God, of St. George, and of St. Michael the 
archangel. He fwore to accompliib the duties of 
his profeflion ; and education^ example, and the 
public opinion , were the inviolable guardians of 
his oath. As the champion of God and the ladies 
{I blulh to unite fuch difcordant names), he de- 
voted bimfelf to fpeak the truth ; to maintain the 
tight; to protedl the diftrcffed ; to ptadife courtefi/^ 
a virtue lefc familiar to the ancients; to purfue the 
infidels; to defpife the allurements of eafe and 
fafety ; arid to vindicate in every perilous adven- 
ture the honour of his character. The abufe of 
the tame fpirit provoked the illiterate knight to 
difdain the arts bf induftry and peace; tcJ efteem 
himfclf the fole judge and avenger of his own in- 
juries; and proudly to negledl the laws of civil 
tbciety and military difcipline. Yet the benefits 
of this inftitutioD, to refine the temper of Barbar- 
ians , and to infufe feme principles , of faith ^ 
juftice, and humanity, were ftrorigly felt, and 
have been often obferved. The afperity of na* 
tional prejudice Mrasfoffcened; and the community 
of religion and arms fpread a fimilar colour and 
generous emulation over the face of Chriftendom.- 
Abroad, in enterprife and pilgrimage, at home 
In martial cxcrcife , tl?e warriors of every couht/y 
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t^ere perpetually afiTociated ; and impartial tafte c ti A t>. 
ttiuft prefer a Gotbic tournament to the Olympic lviu* 
games of claffic antiquity ". Inftead of the naked 
fpedlacles which corrupted the manners of the 
Greeks, and banifbedfrom the ftadium the virgins 
and matrons; the pompous decoration of the lifks 
Vras crowned with the prefence of chafte and high- 
born beauty, from whofe hands the conquerof 
received the prize of his dexterity and courage* 
Tbc flcill and ftrength that were exerted \h wreft-' 
ling and boxing, bear a diftant and doubtful re-* 
lation to the merit of a foldier ; but the tourna* 
ments ^ as they were invented in France, and* ^ 
eagerly adopted both in the Eaft and Weft, pre-» 
fented a lively image of the bufmcfs of the field.' 
The fingle combats , the general fkirmifh , thef 
defence of a pafs , or caftie , were rehearfcd as in 
actual fcrvice; and the contcft, both in real and 
mimic war, was decided by the fupcrior manage- 
ment of the horfe and lance. The lance was 
the proper and peculiar weapon of the knight i 
liis horfe was of a large and heavy breed ; but 
this charger, till he was roufed by the approaching 
danger, was ufually led by an attendant, and htf 
quietly rode a pad or palfrey of a more cafy pace^ 
His helmet <and fword, his greaves, and buckler, 
it would be fuperfluous to dcfcribe; but I ma/ 
f cmark , that at the period of the cfufades , the? 
armour was lefs ponderous than in later times ; and 
that, inftead df a maffy cuirafs , his breaft wasr 
defended by an hauberk or coat of mail. When 
4b«ir long lances yfttt fixed in the reft^ tb« 
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CHAP, warriors furioufly fpurred their horfes againft the 
LViii. foe ; and the light cavalry of the Turks and Arabs 
could feldom ftand againft the direcft and impetu- 
ous weight of their charge. Each knight was 
attended to the field by his faithful fquire , a youth 
'of equal birth and fimilar hopes ; he was followed 
by his archers atid men at arms, and four , or 
five , or fix foldiers , were computed as the furni- 
ture of a complete lance. In the expeditions to 
the neighbouring kingdoms or the Holy Land , 
the duties of the feudal tenure no longer fubfift- 
ed ; the voluntary fervice of the knights and their 
followers was either prompted by zeal or attach- 
ment , or purchafed with rewards and promifes ;; 
and the numbers of each fquadron were meafured 
by the power, the wealth , and the fame of each 
independent chieftain. They were diftinguiihed 
. by his banner , his armorial coat , and his cry of 
war ; and the moft ancient families of Europe 
muft feek in thefe atchieve^nents the origin and 
proof of their nobility. In this rapid portrait of 
chivalry , I have been urged to anticipate on the 
ftory of the crufades , at once an efFed; , and a 
caufe , of this memorable inftitution '*. 
March of the Such were the troops, and fnch the leaders , 
coiiiuntu 'who affumed the crofs for the deliverance of the 
nopic^ holy fepulchre. As foon as they were relieved 

All uftTs^— ^y ^^ abfence of the plebeian multitude, they 
A. D. io<>7, encouraged each other, by interviews and mef- 
^*y- fages, to accomplifh their vow and haften their 

departure, Their wives and fitters were defirous o£ 
partaking the danger and merit of thepilgrirajjge; 

their 
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their portable treafures wete conveyed in bars c if a p« 
of filver and gold; and the princes and barons lViH* 
\vere attended by their equipage of hounds and 
hawks to amufe their leifure and to fupply their 
table. The difficulty of procuring fubfifterlce for 
fo many myriads of men and horfes, engaged 
them to Separate theit forces; theif choice ot 
fituation determined the road i and it Was agreed 
to meet in the neighbourhood of Gonftantinople, 
^nd from thence to begin theit operations againft 
the Turks. From the banks of the Meufe and 
the Mofclle, Godfrey of Bouillon followed the 
dired way of Germany , Hungary , and Bulgaria: 
and,^s long as he exercifed the fole command, 
every ftep afforded fome proof of his prudence 
and virtue. On .the confines of Hungary he wa$, 
flopped three weeks by a Chriftian people , to 
whoni the name, or at leaft the abufe, of the 
crofs Was juftly odious. The Hungarians ftill 
fmarted with the woUnds which they had received 
from the firft pilgrims: in their turn they had 
abufed the right of defence and retaliation ; and 
they had reafon to apprehend a fevere revenge 
frop an hero of the fame nation, ahd who was 
engaged in the fame caufe. But, after Weighing 
the motives and the events, the virtuous duke 
Was content to pity the crimes and misfortunes 
of his worj;hlef5 brethren ; and his twelve depu* 
ties , the mefiengers of peace , reqtiefted in his 
name a free palfage arid an equal market. To 
remove their fufpicions, Godfrey tfufted himfelf 
and afterwards his brother , to the faith of Carlo*. 
Vol. X. T 
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c.H A P. man king of Hungary , who treated then^ with €i 
iviiL firople but hofpitable entertainment: the treaty 
Yras fandified by their common gofpel; and A 
proclamation , under pain of death , rcftrained the 
aniraofity and licence of the Latin foldicrs. From 
Aiiftria to Belgrade , they travcrfed the plains of 
Hungary , without endJuring or offering an injury ; 
and the proximity of Carloman , who hovered on 
their flanks with his numerous cavalry, was % 
precaution not lets ufeful for their fafety than for 
tis own. They reached the banks of the Save ; 
j^nd no fooner had they paffed the river , tbaa 
the king of Hungary i^eftored the hoftages , and 
, fainted their departure with the faireft wiflies for 
the fuccefs of their enterprife. With the fame 
condud and difcipline, Godfrey peryaded the 
y^oods of Bulgaria and the frontiers of Thrace ; 
iind might congratulate himfelf , that he had air 
moft reached the firft term of his pilgrimage , 
without drawing his fword againft a Chriftian 
adverfary. After an eafy and pleafanr journey 
through Lombardy, from Turin to Aquileia, 
P^aymond and his provincials marched forty days 
through the favage country of Dalipatia " and 
Sclavonia. The weather was a perpetual fog; th^ 
land was mountainous and defolate ; the natives 
were either fugitive or hpftile ; loofc in their relir 
gion and government, they refufed to furnift^ 
provifions or guides; murdered the ftragglers, 
^nd exercifedby night and day the vigil^ce of 
the count, who derived more fecurity from tht; 
punifliment of fome captive robbers thao from his 
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interview and trejity with the prince of Scodra'*- chap. 
}i'is march jbetwecn Durazzp and Conftantinbple LViii. 
"Vvas harafTpd , \yithout being ftoppcd , by the pear 
fants and foldiprs of the Greek cmgcrpr; and thjf 
fame faint and arpBiguous hoftility was prepared 
for the remaining chiefs , who paljed the Adriatic 
from fhc cpaft pf Italy. Bohemond had arms and 
yeflels,and forefight and difciplji^e; and his name 
was not forgotten in the prpvinccs ofEpirusaqd 
Thpffaly. Whateygr obftaple^ bp encountered wprc 
furmounted by hi? military condud an4 the va- 
lour of Tancre4 i and if the Norman prince affed- 
td to fparc the Greekif, he gorged his foldierf 
>yith the full plunder pfan heretical caftle'\ Thg 
npbjcs of France preffed forwards with the vaifi 
and thpwghtlefs apdour of which their nation haj 
j)cen foa)^times accgfcd. From the Alps tp Apulia 
the march of Hugh the Great, of the two Roberts, 
gnd of Stephen of Chartres , through a \vealthy 
counfry, and amidft the applauding Catholics, 
was a devout qif triumphant progi*efs: they kiffed 
the feef of th^ Rqrpan pontiff; * and the golden 
iiandard of St. Peter was delivered to the brothei* 
Qf the Frpnch monarch **. But in this yifit of 

Jnety ap(J pl^afure , they negkded to fccure the 
eafoR , i9ind the means, of their embatrkatjon : the 
l^iptcr \^as infenfibjy loft; thpir .^roops were feat? 
tiered ^nd corrupted in the tp\vns of Italy. They 
Separately acc9mpli(hed th^pir paffage , f eg^rdleft 
of fafety or dignity : ^nd within pine montlis frpni 
the fe^ ottbe ^^ffumptipn, the day ^pppinte4 
by Vxb^n , all the L^tin princes fiad reached 
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CHAP. Conftantinoplc. But the count of Vermandois was 
tviii. produced as a captive ; his forempft veffels were 
fcattered by a tcmpeft; and his perfon , againft the 
law of nations, was detained by the lieutenants 
of Alexius. Yet the arrival of Hugh had been 
announced by four-and-twenty knights in golden 
armour , who commanded the emperor to revere 
the general of the Latin Chriftians , the brother 
of the King of kings*'. 

In fomc Oriental talc I have read the fable of a . 
fhepherd, who was ruined by the accomplifliment 
of his own wifhes: he had prayed for water; the 
Dccfmb^r!^ Ganges was turned into his grounds, and his 
A, D. 1097, flock and cottage were fvvept away by the inun- 
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dation. Such was the fortune, or at leaft the ap- 
prehcnfion, of the Greek emperor Alexius Com- 
nenus , whofe name has already appeared in this 
hillory, and whofe condud is fo differently re- 
prefcnted by his daughter Anne **, and by the 
Latin writers *^ In the council* of Placentia , his 
ambaffadors had folicited a moderate fuccour, 
perhaps of ten thoufand foldierst but he was 
aftonifhed by the approach of fo many potent 
chiefs and fanatic nations. The emperor fludu- 
atcd between hope and fear, between timidity 
and courage; but in the crooked policy which 
be miftook for wifdom , I cannot believe , I can- 
not difcern , that he malicioufly confpired againft 
the life or honour of the French heroes. The 
promifcuous multitudes of Peteir the hermit, were 
favage beafts, alike deftitute of humanity and 
leafon : nor was it poffible for A Jexius to prevent or 
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deplore their deftrudlion. The troops of Godfrey chap.' 
and his peers were lefs contemptible, biit not LVin, 
lefs fufpicious , to the Greek empefon . Their 
motives might be pure and pious; but he was 
equally alarmed by his knowledge of the ambi- . 
tious Bohemond and his ignorance of the^ Trant 
alpine chiefs; the courage of the French was \ 
blind and headftrong; they might be tempted by 
the luxury and wealth of Greece , and elated by 
the view and opinion of their invincible ftrength ; 
and Jerufalem might be forgotten in the profpedl 
of Conftantinople. After a long march and pain- 
ful abftinence , the troops of Godfrey encamp- 
ed in the plains of Thrace; they heard with in- 
dignation , that their brother , the count of Ver- 
inandois, was imprifoned by the Greeks; and 
their reludant duke was compelled to indulge 
them in fome freedom of retaliation and rapine. 
They w:ere appeafed by the fubmiffion of Alexius; 
he promifed to fupply their camp; and as they 
refufed in the midft of winter, to pafs the Bof- 
phorus , their quarters were affigned among the 
gardens and palaces on the fhorcs of that narrow 
fea. But an incurable jealoufy ftill rankled in 
the minds of the two nations, who defpifed each 
other as flaves and Barbarians. Ignorance is the 
ground of fufpicjon , and fufpicion was inflamed 
into daily provocations: prejudice is blind, hun- 
ger is deaf; and Alexius is accufed of a defign 
to ftarve or aflault the Latins in a dangerous poft, 
on all fides encompaffed with the waters *'• 
Gotifrey founded his trumpets, burft the net, 

■ ■ - • T3 ■ 
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bvei-ifpf^ad thfe piairi, an<J ififulticl the fuburbs: 
but tlicJ gates of ConftantidOpld ivere ftt-bngly 
fortified ; the rahaparts were lined with archers ; 
ind after a doubtful cbnfiidl, both partifeis liftericd 
to thte v6ic6 o( ptick ind religion. The gift^ 
and prorriifes of thi cmpferor infenfibly foothed 
the fierce fpirit of the wefterh ftriingcrs; as a 
thriftian Nvarriol* , h^ rekindle their zeal for th^ 
profecution of their holy cnterprife, which he en- 
gaged to fecoiid >Vith his troops and treafures. On 
the return of fpring, Godfrey wds perfiiaded td 
occupy a piedfant and plentiful cainp iii Afia; and 
no fooher had he pafled the Bofphorus , than ttifc 
Greek , vcffels were luddenly recalled to the opp- 
ofite (hore. The fame policy was repeated 
wich the fucceeding chiefs, who \vere fwayed by 
the cxampi^e, and weakened by the departure, 
of their foremoft tbmpahions. By his fkill ^nd 
diligence, Alexius prevented the union of any 
two of the confederate armies at the fame mo- 
ment under the walls of Conftantinople ; and 
before thi feaft of the Pentecoft hot a Latin pil- 
grim was left on the coaft of Europe. 

The fi^me arms which threatened Europe, 
inight deliver Afia, and repel the Turks from 
the neighbouring fhores of the Bofphorus ind 
Hellefpont The fair provinces from Nice to 
Antioch were the recent patrimony of the Romaa 
emperor; and his indent and perpetual fclalih 
flill embraced the kingdoms of Syria and Egypt. 
In his cnthufiafm, Alexius indulged, or affec^ed^ 
the ambitious hdpe of leading his ne\f ^lies to 
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fubvert the thrones of the Eaft: but the calmer c H a f*. 
didlates of reafon tod temper diffuaded him from LViir. 
cxpofmg his royal perfon to the faith of un- 
known and lawlefs Barbarians. His prudence, 
or bis pride , was content with extorting from 
the French princes an oath of homage and fidelity, 
and a folemn promife, that they would either 
rcftore, or hold, their Afiatic conquefts, as the , 
humble and loyal vaffals of the Roman empire. 
Their independent fpirit was fired at the men- 
tion of this foreign and voluntary fervitude: 
they fucceflively yielded to the dextrous appli* 
cation of gifts and flattery; imd the firft pro* 
felites became the moft eloquent and efFedual 
tniflionaries to multiply the companions of theit 
Ihame. The pride of Hugh of Vermandois wat 
foothed by the honours of his captivity; and in 
the brother of the French king , *the example of 
fubmiffion was prevalent and weighty. In the 
rnind of Godfrey of Bouillon every human con* 
fideration was fubordinatc to the glory of God 
'and the fuccefs of ^hc crufade. He had firmly 
refiftcd the temptations of Bohemond ^nd Ray^* 
inond , who urged the attack and conqueft 
of Conftantinople. Alexius efteemed his vir- 
tues, defcrvedly named him the champion of the 
empire, and dignified his homage with the filial 
name and the rites of adoption *'. The hateful 
Bohemond was received as ii true and ancient 
ally ; and if the emperor reminded him of former 
hoftilities, It was only to praife the valour that 
he had difplayed, and the glory that he had' 

T4 
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CHAP, gcquircd , in the field$ of Durazzo and Larifle^, 
liVixi, The fon of Guifcard was lodged and enter.- 
tftined , and ferved with Imperial pomp : one 
day, as he paffed through the gallery of the 
palace, a door was carelefsly left open to expofe 
a pile of gold and filver, of filk and gems, of 
curious and coftly furniture , that was lieaped iij 
feeming diforder, from the floor to the roolF of 
the chamber. " What conqucfts," exclaimed tnQ 
^imbitious mifer , " might not be atchieved by 
" the pofTeflion of fuch Ji trcafure ? " " It is your 
^ own ," replied a Greek attendant who watched 
the motions of bis foul; and Bohcmorid, after 
fome hefitatibn , condefcendcd to accept this 
inagnificept prefent. The Norman was flattered 
by the aflurance of an independent principality, 
andr Alexius eluded , rather than denied , his . 
daring dcnaand -of the office of great domeftic, or . 
general, of the Eaft. The two Roberts, the 
fon of the conqueror of England, and the kint 
man of three queens *', bowed in their turn be^ 
fore the Byzantine thrope. A private letter of 
Stephcp of Chartres attefts his admiration of thej 
emperor, (he moft excellent and liberal of men, 
who taught him to believe that he was a favour- 
ite, and promifed to educate and eftablilh his 
youngeft fop. In his fouthern province , the 
f:ountof St. Giles andTholoqfe faintly recognized 
the fupreniacy pf the king of France, a prince 
of a foreign nation and language. At the head 
pf an hundred thoufand men, he declared, that 
fee w^s the folcli^r! and fervent of Chrid alone , 
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and that the Greek might be fatified with an c h a. p, 
equal treaty of alliance and friendfliip. His ob- lviii. 
ftinate refiftancc enhanced the value and the price 
of his fubmiffion ; and he Ihone , fays the prin* 
cefs Anne, among the Barbarians, as the fun 
amidft the ftars of heaven. His difguft of the 
noife and infolence of the French , his fufpicions 
of the defigns of Bohemond , the emperor im- 
parted to his faithful Raymond; and that aged 
flateftnan might clearly difcern,' that however 
falfe in friendlhip, he was fincere in his enmity ", 
The fpirit of chivalry was laft fubdued in the 
perfon of Tancred ; and none could deem them-* 
felves diflionoured by the imitation of that gaK 
lant knight. He difdaincd the gold and flattery 
of the Greek monarch ; affaulted in his prefence 
an infolent patrician; efcaped to Afia in the 
habit of a pjiyate foldicr ; and yielded with a 
figh to. the authority of Bohemond and the in- 
tereft.of the Cbriftian caufe. The beft and moft 
oftenfible reafon was the impoffibility of pafling 
the fea and accomplifhing their vow, without 
the licence and the yeffels of Alexius ; but they 
cherifhed a fecret hope, that as foon as they trod 
the continent of Afia, their fwords would obli-. 
terate their Ihame, and diffolve the; engagement, 
which on his fide might not be very faithfully 
performed. The ceremony of their homage was 
grateful to a people who had long fince con- 
fidered pride as the fubflitute of power. High 
Qn his throne, the emperor fat mute and im* 
mpveablc; his xnajeRy was adored by the L^tia 
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princes ; and they fubmittcd to kifs cither his feet 
or his knees, an indignity which their own 
writers are * aOiamed to confefs and unable to 
deny **. 

Private or public intereft fuppreffed the mur- 
fnurs of the dukes and counts ; but a French 
baron ( he is fuppofed to be Robert of Paris ^' ) 
jjrefuttted to afcend the throne, and to place him- 
felf by the fide of Alexius. The fage i*eproof of 
Baldwin provoked him to exclaim , in his bar- 
barous idiom, "Who is this ruftic, that keeps 
** his feat, while fo many valiant captains arc 
" ftanding round him ? " The emperor main- 
tained his filence, diffembled his indignation, 
and queftioned his interpreter concerning the 
meaning of thfe Words , which be partly fufpedled 
from the univerfal language of gefture and coun- 
tenance. Before the departure of the pilgrims , 
he endeavoured to learn the name and condition 
of the audacious baron, " I am a Frenchman ", 
replied Robert, "of the pureft and mod ancient 
" nobility of my country. All that I kno\V is, 
*• that there rs a church in my neighbourhood '% 
" the refort of thofe who are defirous of ap-* 
" proving their valour in fingle combat. Till 
* an enemy appears, they addrefs their prayers 
" to God and his • faints. That church I have 
" frequently vifited , but never have I found an 
" antagonift who dared to accept my. defiance. " 
Alexius difmifled the challenget with fome 
prudent advice for his conduift in the Turkifh 
>Varfare ; <ind hiftory repeats with pleafurc this 
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lively example of the manners of his age and chap. 
fcountry. tViii- 

The conqiieft of Afia >^as undertaken and Their review 
itchieved by Alexander, with thirty -five thou- ";;^o*;"^"J;;'' 
fand Macedonians and Greeks '* ; and his bell May. 
hope was in the ftrength and difcipline bf hi§ 
phalanx of infantry. The principal force of the 
crufaders bonfifted in their cavalry; and wherft 
that force was muttered in the plains of Bithynia, 
the knights and their martial attendants on horfe. 
back amounted to one hundred thoufand fight- 
ing men, completely armed with the helmet and 
coat of mail. The value of thefe foldiers de- 
ftrved a ftridi and authentic account; and the 
fiower of European chivalry might furnifh , in i 
Trird eflfort , this formidable body of heavy horfe. 
A part of the infantry might be enrolled for the 
fervice of fcouts^ pioneers, and archers; but 
the promifcuous crowd \Vere loft in theii- own 
difordrt-; and we depend hot on the eyes or 
knowledge, but on the belief ind fancy, of a 
chaplain of count Baldwin '*, in the eftimatc of 
fix hundred thoufand pilgrims able to bear arms, 
befides the priefts dnd hionks , the women and 
children, of the Latin camp. The reader ftarts; 
and before he is recovered frorti his furprifc , 1 Ihall 
add, on thfe fame teftimony, that if all who, 
tbok the crofs had accompliflied their vow, 
above isiX MtLHONS would have migrated from 
Europe to Afia. Under thiis bppreffioh of faith , 
I derive fome relief from a more fagacious and 
thinking writer'*, ijfho, after the feme teVic^y 
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c HAP. of the cavalry, accufes the credulity of the prieft 
LViii. of Chartres, and even doubts whether the CifaL 
pine regions { in the geography of a Frenchman ) 
v/ere fufficient to produce and pour forth fucb 
incredible multitudes. The coolcft fcepticifm 
will remember, that of thefe religious vqlunteers 
great numbers never beheld Conftantinople and 
Nice. Of enthufiafra the influence is irregular 
and .tranfient: many were detained at home by 
reafon or cowardice', by poverty or weaknefs ; and 
many were repulfcd by the obftacles of the way, the 
more infuperable as they were unforefeen to thefe 
' ignorant fani^tics. The favage countries of Hungary 
and Bulgaria were whitened with their bones : their 
vanguard was cut in pieces by the TurkiOi fultan ; 
and the lofs of the firft adventure by the fword/ 
or climate, or fatigue, has already been ftated 
at three hundred thoufand men. Yet the my- 
riads that furvived, that marched, that preffed 
forwards on the holy pilgrimage , were a fubjedl 
of aftonifhment to themfelves and to the Greeks. 
The copious energy of her language finks under 
the efforts of the princefs Anne '* : the images 
of locufts, of leaves and flowers, of the fands 
of the fea, or the ftars of heaven, imperfedlly 
reprefent what ftie had feen and heard; and the 
daughter of Alexius exclaims , that Europe was 
loofened from its foundations, and hurled againft 
Afia. The ancient hofts of Darius and Xerxes 
labour under the fame doubt of a vagije and in- 
definite magnitude; but I am inclined to believe, 
that a larger number has never bcea contained 
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^vith^n the lines of . a firigle Camp than at the c h a i*. 
fiege of Nice, the firft operation of the Latin LViit. 
prirKcs. Their motives , their charadcrs , arid 
their arms, have been already dilplayed. Of 
their troops , the moft nunterous portion were 
natives of France: the Low Countries, the banks 
of the Rhine , and Apulia , fent a powerful re- 
inforcement :• fome bands of adventurers were 
drawn from Spain, Lombardy, and England^^; ^ 
and from the diflant bogs and mountains of 
Ireland or Scotland ^* iffued fome naked and 
favage fanatics , ferocious at home but unwarlike 
abroad. Had not fuperftition condemned the 
facrilegious prudence of depriving the pboreft dr 
wcakeft Chriftian of the merit of the pilgrimage, 
the ufelefs crowd, with mouths, but without 
hands might have been ftationed in the Greek em- 
pire , till their companions had opened and fecur- 
cd the way of the Lord. A fmall remnant of the 
pilgrims, who pafled the Bofphorus, was permit- 
ted to vifit the holy fepulchre. Their northern 
conftitution Was fcorched by the rays, and in- 
feded by the vapours, of a Syrian fun. They 
confumed , with heedlefs prodigality, their (lores 
of water and provifion: their numbers cxhaufted 
the inland country ; the fea was remote , the 
Greeks were unfriendly, and the Chriftians of 
every feci: fled before the voracious ^nd cfuel rsi- 
pine of their brethren. In the dire neceflity of 
famnie , they fometimes roafted and devoured the 
ilefh of their infant or adult captives. Among the 
Turks and Saracens, the idolaters of Europe 
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• BAP, were rendered rnqre odious by the natpe and r^- 
LViii- putation of cannibals : the fpjes who introduce4 
therafelves into the kitchen of Bohemond, wer^ 
Ihewn feveral human bodies turning on the fpit; 
and the artful Nprm^^ti encouraged a repoft, which 
encreafed at th^ fame time the abhorrence; and the 
terror of the infidels ''. 
sie^e of I havc expatiated with pjeafure Qn the firij: 

a"d 7 ^^P^ °^ the crufadcrs, ^s thpy paint the jpan- 
May 14 — ' ners and charader of Europe : but I fh^U abridge 
June 30* ^j,^ tedious and pnifprm narrative of their blind 
k(chievements, which \v^re performed by ftrengt|i 
and are defcribed by ignorance. From thieir firft 
f]ta(ion in the neighbourhood of Nicpmedia, they 
advanced in fucceffivc divifions ; pafled the coq- 
traded limit of the Greejc empire ; opened a road 
thropgh the hills , and commence^ by the fiegp 
of his capital, their pious warfare ag^inft the 
Turkifli fultan. His kingdom of Rouqii extended 
from the Hellefppnt to the confines pf Syria , and 
barried the pilgrimage of Jerufalem : his naipe wa$ 
Kilidge - Arflan, or Spliman ?', of thp r^ce of 
Seljuk, find fori of thj^ firft cpoqiaeror; and in 
the defenge pf ^ land \ybich the Turks cpnfidereij 
as their pwij, he deferved the pr^ife of hjs enemie?, 
by whom alone he is known tq ppfterity. Yielding 
to the firft irppulfe of the torrent , be depofi^e^ 
his family and treafure in Nice ; retired to thy 
piountains with fifty thoufi^Lnd horfe; and twicp 
defcended to ^ff^ult the cgimps or quarters of thf 
Chriftian befiegers, which formed an imperfed 
circk of abpyc fijc ipilps. The Ipfty and folidi 
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Vralls ef Nice were covered by a deep ditch , and chap. 
flanked by three hundred and feventy towers; lviil 
and on the verge of Chriftendom, the Moflcms 
were trained in arms and inflamed by religion. 
Before this city, the French princes occupied their 
ftations , and profecuted their attacks without cor- 
refpondence or fubordination: enaulation prompt- 
ed their valour; but their valour was fuUied by 
cruelty, and their emulation degenerated into envy 
and civil difcord. In xhe fiege of Nice , the arts^ 
and engines of antiquity were employed by the 
Latins; the mine and the battering-ram, the 
tortoife, and the belfrey or moveable turret, 
artificial fire, and the catapult and balifi^ the fling, 
and the crofs-bow for the calling of ftones gnd 
darts *'• In the fpace of fevcn weeks , piuch 
labour and blood were expended , and fojne 
progrcfs , efpecially by count Raymond , wajs 
made on th^ fide of the bcficgers. But thp Turks 
could portradl their refiflance and fecure their 
cfcape, as long as they were matters of the Jajce** 
Afcanius , which ftretches feveral miles to the 
weft ward of the city. The meaps of conquefl: 
were fupplied by the prudence and induftry of 
Alexius; a great number of boats was tranfported 
on fledges from the fea to the lake; they were 
fillod with the ipoft dexfa-ous of bis archers ; the 
flight of the fultana was intercepted ; Nice was 
invefted by land and water; apd a Greek cmiflary 
perfuaded the inhabitants to accept his matters 
protedion , and to fave thcmfelvcs , by a timely 
furrendcr, from the rage of the favages of Europe. 
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Battle of 
Dorylatum, 
A. D. io97» 
July 4* '^ 



In the moment of vldlory, or at leaft of hope, 
the crufaders , thirfting for blood and plunder , 
"Were awed by the Imperial banner that ftfeamed 
from the citadel ; and Alexius guarded with jealous 
vigilance this important conqueft. The murmurs 
of the chiefs were Rifled by fionouf or intereft ; 
and after an halt of nine days, they direded theit 
march towards Phrygia under the guidance of «i 
^ Greek general , whom they fufpeded of a fecret 
connivance with the fultan. The confort and the 
principal fervants of Soliraan had been honourably 
reftored without ranfom; and the emperor's gene- 
rofity to the mifcreants ** >vas interpreted as treafoQ 
to the Chriftian caufe* 

Soliman was rather provoked than difmayed by 
the lofs of his capital : he admoniQied his fubjcds 
and allies of this ftrange invafion of the wcftern 
Barbarians ; the Turkilh emirs obeyed * the call 
of loyalty or religion; the Turkman hords encamp-^ 
ed round his ftandard; and his whole force is 
loofely dated by the Chriftians at two hundred , 
or even three hundred and fixty , thoufand horfe. 
Yet he patiently waited till they had left behind 
them the fea and the Greek frontier; and hover- 
ing on the flanks, obferved their carelefs and 
confident progrefs in two columns beyond the 
view of each other. Some miles before they could 
reach Dofylaeum in Phrygia , the left , and leaft 
numerous, divifiOn was farprifed, and attacked, 
and almoft oppreflcd, by the Turkifh cavalry**. 
The heat of the weather, the clouds of arrows, 
and the barbarous onfet , overwhelmed the 

crufaders j 
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crufaders; they loft their order and confidence, and chap. 
the fainting fight was fuftained by the perfonal Lviii. 
valour, rather than by the military condudl, of 
Bohemond , Tancred , and Robert of Normandy, 
They were revived by the welcome banners pf 
duke Godfrey , who flew to their fuccour with 
the count of Vermandois , and fixty thoufand 
horfe ; and was followed by Raymond of Thor 
loufe, the bifliop of Puy, and the remainder of 
the-facred army. Without a moment's paufe, they 
formed in new order, and advanced to a fecond 
battle. They were received >yith equal rcfolution ; 
and^in their common difdain for the unwarlikc 
people of Greece and Afia, it was confeffed on 
both fides , that the Turks and the Franks were 
the only nations entitled to the appellation of 
foldiers *\ Their encounter was varied and 
balanced by the contraft of arms and difcipline ; 
of the diredl charge, and wheeling evolutions ; of 
the couched lange, and the brandiflied javelin; 
of a weighty broad -f word , and a crooked fabrq 5 
of cumbrous armour, and thin flowing robes; 
and of the long Tartar bow, and the arbaliji ot 
crofs-bow, a deadly weapon, yet unknown to 
the Orientals ". As long as the horfes were frefh 
and the quivers full, Soliraan maintained the 
advantage of the day ; and fpur thoufand Chriftians 
were pierced by the Turkifli arrows. In the 
evenings fwiftncfs yielded to ftrength; on either 
fide, the numbers were equal, or at Icaft as great 
as anf^ ground could hold, or any generals could 
manage ; but in turning the hiUs , the laft divifioa 
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March 
through the 
tefl'cr Afia^ 
Jnh — Sep- 
tember., 



of Raymond and his provfnciah was led , perhaps 
without defign , on the rear of an exhaufled enemy; 
and the long conteft was determined. Befides a 
namclcfs and unaccounted multitude, three thou- 
fand Papan knights were flain in the battle and 
purfuit; the camp of'SoIiman was pillaged; and 
iti the variety of precious fpoil , th^ curiofity of 
the Latins was amufled with foreign arms and 
apparel, and the new afped of dromedaries and 
cJimcls. The importance of the vidory was 
proved by the hafty retreat of the fultan : referving 
ten thoufand guards of the relics* of his army , 
Soliman evacuated the kingdom of Roum, and 
haftcned to implore the aid , and kindle the 
refentment , of his Eaftern brethren. In a march 
of five hundred miles , the crufaders traverfed the 
Lefler Afia, through a wafted land and deferted 
towns , without finding cither a friend or an 
enemy. The geographer *' may trace the pofition 
of Dorylaeum , Antioch of Pifidia, Iconium , 
Archelals, and"Germanicia, and may compare 
thofe claffic appellations with the modern names 
of Eflcifliehr the old city, Aklhehr the white 
tity, Cogni, Erckli, andMaralh. As the pilgrims 
paffed over a defert , where a draught of water is 
exchanged for filver, they were tormented by 
Intolerable thirft; and on the banks of the firft 
tivulet, their hafte and intemperance were ftill 
more pernicious to the diforderly throng. They 
climbed with toil and danger the fteep and flippery 
fides of mount Taurus : many of the foldiers caft 
away their arms to fecutc their footfi:eps; and 
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had not terror preceded their van, the long and ch'a p. 
trembling file might have been driven down the Lvm. 
precipice by an handful ofrefolutc enemies. Two 
of their mod refpeftable chiefs , the duke of 
Lorraine and the count of Thoioufe, were carried 
in litters : Raymond was raifed , as it' is faid by 
miracle, from an hopelefs malady; and Godfrey 
bad been torn by a bear, as he purfued that rough /' 
and perilous chace in the mountains of Pifidia. 

To improve the general confternation , the Baldwin 
coufm of Bohemond and the brother of Godfrey ^"""*!« *?*« ' 
were detached from the main army with their orEdertk'!' 
refpedive fquadrons of five , and of feven , hundred a. d. 
knights. They over -ran in a rapid career the '^'^ **^'- 
hills and fca - coaft of Cilicia , from Cogni to the 
Syrian gates: the Norman ftandard wasfirft planted 
on the walls of Tarfus and Malmiftra; but the 
proud injuftice of Baldwin at length provoked the 
patient and generous Italian: and they turned 
their confecrated fwords againft each other in a 
private and profane quarrel. Honour was the 
motive, and fame the reward, of Tancred; but 
fortune fmiled on the more felfifli enterprife of his 
rival ". He was called to the affiftance of a Greek 
cr Armenian tyrant, who had been fufFcred under 
the Tivrkifli yoke to reign over the Chriftians of 
Edeffa. Baldwin accepted the characSer of his 
fon and champion ; but nofooner was he introduced 
into the city, than he inflamed the people to the 
maflacre of his father , occupied the throne and 
treafure, extended his conquefts ovfer the hills of 
Armenia and the plain of Mcfopotamia, and 
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CHAP, founded the firft principality of the Franks or 
Lviii.. Latins', which fubfifted fifty -four years beyond 
the Euphrates '*. 
sie^e of Before th€ Franks could enter Syria, the fura- 

AntJoch, mer , and even the autumn , "were completely 
odober 21— ^vafted : the fiege of Antioch , or the feparation 
A. D. I098, and rcpofe of the army during the winter feafon, 
June 3. ^^g ftrongly debated in their council: 4he love 
of arms and the holy fepulchre urged them to 
advance; and reafon perhaps was on the fide of 
refolution , fince every hour of delay abates the 
fame, and force of the invader, and multiplies the 
refources of defenfive war. The capital of Syria 
was protedled by the river Orontes ; and the iron 
bridQc^ of niije arches, derives its name from the 
fnaflTy gates of th^e two towers which are conftruded 
at either end. They were opened by the fword 
of the duke of Normandy: his victory gave 
entrance to three hundred thoufand crufaders , an 
account which may allow fome fcope for loffes 
and defertion , but which clearly deteds much 
exaggeration in the review of Nice, Li the 
defcription of Antioch *', it is not eafy to define 
a middle term betvsfeen her ancient magnificence, 
under f he fucceffors of Alexander and Auguftus , 
and the modern afpedl of Turkifli defolation. The 
Tetrapolis, or four cities, if they retained their 
pame and pofition, muft have left a large vacuity 
in a circumference of twelve miles ; and that 
meafure, as well as the number of four hundred 
towers, ai:e not perfedtly confiftent with the five 
gates , fo often mentioned in the hiftory of the. 
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fiege. Yet Antioch muft have ftill flourifhed as a c h a !*♦ 
great and poptilous capital. At the head. of the tvnt 
Turkifh emirs, Baghifian, a veteran chief , com- 
manded in the place: his garrifonwas rompofed 

« of fix or feven thoufand horfe, and fifteen or 
twenty thoufand foot : one hundred thoufand 
Moflems are faid to have fallen by the fwordj 
and thoff numbers were probably inferior to the 
Greeks, Armenians, and Syrians, who had been 
no more than fourteen years the flaves of the 

• houfe of Seljuk. From the remains of a folid and 
ftately wall, it appears to have arifen to the height 
of threefcore feet in the vallies; and wherever 
lefs art and labour had been appHed, the ground 
was fuppofed to be defended by the river, the 
morafs , and the mountains. Notwithftanding^ 
thefe fortifications, the city had been repeatedly 
taken by the Perfians, the Arabs, the Greeks, 
and the Turks; fo large a circuit muft have yielded" 
many pervious points of attack ; and in a fiege 
that was formed about the middle of Odlober , 
the vigour of the execution could alt)ne juftify 
the boldnefs of the attempt. Whatever ftrepgth 
and valour could perform in the field was abundantly 
difcharged by the champions pf the crbfs : in the 
frequent occafions of fallies ,of forage , of the attack 
and defence of convoys, they were often vi<^torious ; 
and we can only complain, that their exploits 
are fometiraes enlarged beyond the fcale of pro- 
bability and truth. The fword of Godfrey ** 
divided a Turk from the fhoulder to the haunch* 
and one half of the infidel fell to the ground:^ 
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CHAP, while the other was tranfported by his horfe tb 
J4VJII. the city gate. As Robert of Normandy rode 
againft his antagonift, "1 devote thy head/' he 
pioufly exclairned, "10 the daemons of hell ; " and 
that bead was inftantly cloven to the breaft by 
the refiftkfs ftroke of his defcendrng faulchiook 
But the reality or the report of fuph gigantic 
prowefs ** rauft have taught the IVIofleais to keep 
within their walls; and againft thofe walls of 
earth or ftone, the fword and the lance were 
unavailing weapons. In the flow and fucceflive 
labours of a fiege , the crufaders were fupinc and 
ignorant, without flcill to contrive, or money to 
purchafe, or induftry to ufe, the artificial engines 
and implements of alTauIt. In the conqueft of 
Nice y they bad been powerfully affifted by the 
wealth and knowledge of the Greek emperor j 
his abfencc was poorly fupplicd by fome Genoefe 
and Pifan veffels, that were attracted by religion 
or trade to the coaft of Syria ; the ftores were 
fcanty, the return precarious, and the commu-» 
uication difficult and dangerous- Indolence or 
weaknefs had prevented the Franks from inv^fting 
the entire circuit; and the perpetual freedom of 
two gates relieved the wants and recruited the 
^ garrifon^of the city. At the endof feven months, 
after the ruin of their cavalry , and an enormous- 
lofs by famine, dcfertion , and fatigue, the 
progrefs of the crufaders was imperceptible , and 
their fuccefs ^ remote , if the Latin Ulyffes, the 
artful and ambitious Bohemond , had not employed 
tlie arms of cunning and deceit. The Chriftians 
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oi Antioch were numerous and difcontented : e m a P» 
Phirouz, a Syrian renegado, hSad acquired the lyih. 
favour of the e^mir and the command of three 
towers ; and the merit of his repentance difguifed 
to the Latins, and perhaps to himfelf, the foul 
defign of perfidy and treafon. A fecret co)r- 
refpondence, for their mutual intereft, was foori 
eftablifhed between Phirouz and the prince of 
Tarento; and Boheraond declared in the council 
of the chiefs , that he could deliver the city into 
tbeir hands. But he claimed the fovereignty of 
Antioch 4S the reward of his fervice ; and the 
propofal which had been rejcded by the envy, 
•was at length extorted from the diftrcfs , of his 
equals. The nodurnal furprifc w^s executed by 
the French and Norman princes, who afcendcd 
in perfon the fcaling - ladders that were thrown 
from, the walls: their new profelytc, after the 
murder of his too fcrupulous brother, embraced 
.and introduced the fervants of Chrift; the army 
ruChed through the gates ; and the Moflems foon 
found , that although mercy was hopelefs , refift- 
ance was impotent. But the citadel ftill refufed 
to furrender; and the vigors thcmfelves were 
fpeedily encompaBed and beficged by the innti- 
merable forces of iCerboga , prince of Moful , 
who, with twenty-eight Turkilh emirs, advanced 
to the deliverance of Antioch. Five*- and -twenty 
-days the Chriftians fpent on the verge of 
deftrudion ; and the proud lieutenant of the 
caliph and the fultan left them only the choice 
jof Servitude or death ^^ In this extremity 4hcy 

V4 
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8 H A p. collefted the relics of their ftrength , fallied from 

iviii. the town, and in a fingle memorable day anni- 

Viaoryof hilated or difperfed the hoft of Turks and 

A.^D."io58, 'Arabians, which they might fafely report to have 

June 28. confifted of fix hundred thoufand men **. Their 

fupernatural allies I Ihall proceed to confider: the 

human caufes of the vidory of Antioch were the 

fcarlefs defpair of the Franks ; and the furprife , 

' the difcord , perhaps the errors , of their unikilful 

and prefumptuous adverfaries. The battle is 

defcribed with as much diforder as it was fought; 

but we may obferve the tent of K^rboga , a 

moveable and fpacious palace, enriched with the 

luxury of Afia , and capable of holding above 

two thouEand perfons; we may diftinguifh his 

three thoufand guards , who were cafcd , the horfes 

as well as the men, in complete fteel. 

Their famine In the cvcntful period of the fiege and defence 

*" Andoch ^^ Antioch, the crufadcrs were alternately exalted 

by vicldry or funk in defpair; either fwelled with 

plenty or emaciated with hunger. A fpeculativc 

reafooer might fuppofe , ' that their faith had a 

ftrong and ferioiis influence on their praAice ; and 

that thefoldiers of the crofe, the deliverers of the 

holy fepulchrc, prepared themfelves by a fober 

and virtuous life for the daily contemplation of 

/ martyrdom. Experience blows away this charitable . 

illufion : and feldom does th« hiftory of profane 

war difplay fuch fcenes of intemperance and 

proftitution as were exhibited under the Avails 

of Antioch. The grove of Daphne no longer 

flouriflied ; but the Syrian air was ftiil impregnated 
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with the fame vices; the Chriftians were feduced c i| a F. 
by every temptation *' that nature either prompts LViiu 
or reprobates ; the authority of the chiefs was 
^ defpifed ; and fermons and edids were alike 
fruitJefs againft thofe fcandalous diforders, not 
lefs pernicious to military difcipline, than repugnant 
to evangelic purity. In the firft days of the ficge 
and the poffeffion of Antioch , the Franks confumed 
with wanton and thoughtlefs prodigality the frugal 
fubfiftence of weeks and months : the defolatc 
country no longer yielded a fupply; and from 
that country they were at length excluded by the 
arms of the befieging Turks. Difeafc , the faithful 
companion of want, was envenomed by the rains 
©f the winter, the fummer heats , unwholefomc 
food, and the clofe imprifbnment of multitudes. 
The pidures of famine and. peftilence are always 
the fame, and always difguftful; and our imagin- 
ation may fuggeft the nature of their fufferings 
and their refources. The remains of tre^fure or \ 
ipoii were eagerly laviflied in the purchafe of the 
vileft nouriihment; und dreadful muft have been 
the calamities of the poor, fmce, after paying 
three marks of filver for a goat and fifteen for a 
lean camel **, the count of Flanders was reduced 
to beg a dinner, and duke Godfrey to borrow an 
horfe. Sixty thoufand horfes had been reviewed 
in the camp: before the end of the fiege they - 
were diminifbed to two thoufand , and fcarcely 
two hundred fit for fervice could be muftered on 
the day of battle. Weaknefs of body, and terror 
of mind, extinguilhed the ardent enthufiafm of 
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CHAP, thc^ pilgrims; and every motive of honour aad 
tviiL religion was fubdued by tbe defire of life '^. 
Among the chiefs, three heroes may be found 
without fear or reproach : Godfrey of Bouillon 
was fupported by his magnanimous piety ; Bohe* 
mond by ambition and intereftf and Tancred 
declared, in the true fpirit of chivalry, that as 
long as he was at the head of forty knights , he 
would never relinquiffi the cnterprife of Paleftine. 
But the count of Tholoufe and Provence was 
fufpeded of a voluntary indifpofition ; the duke 
of Normandy was recalled from the fea-(hore by 
the cenfures of the church ; Hugh the Great , 
though he led* the vanguard of the battle , embraced 
an ambiguous opportunity of returning to France; 
and Stephen count of Chartres bafely deferted 
the ftandard which he bore , and the council in 
which he prefided. The fofdiers were difcouraged 
by the flight of William vifcount of Melun, 
furnamed the Carpenter^ from tbe weighty ftrokes 
-of his axe; and the faints were fcandalifed by tbe 
h\l of Peter the Hermit, who, after arming 
% Europe againft Afia , attempted to efcape from 
the penance of a neceffary faft. Of the multitude 
of recreant warriors , the names (fays an hiftorian) 
are blotted from the book of life ; and the oppro- 
brious epithet of the rope - dancers was applied 
to the deferters >SFho dropt in the night from the 
Walls of Antioch. The emperor Alexius **, who 
feemed to advanc^to the fuccour of the Latins , 
was difmayed by the affurance of their hopele{$ 
condition. Th^ expeded their fate in filent 
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deQ)alr ; oaths and punilhments \vere tried without c H a F. 
cfeA; and to roufe the foldiers to the defence of lvui. 
the walls, it was found neceffary to fet fire to 
their quarters. 

For their falvation and vidoiy , they wcr6 tegend of 
indebted to the fame fanaticifm which bad l^d^^^^^'^ 
them to tlie brink of ruin. In fucb a caufe , and 
in fucb a.n army , vifions , prophecies , and miracles, 
were frequent and familiar. In the diftrefs of v 

Antioch , they . were repeated with unufual energj^ 
^nd fuccefs : St. Ambrofe had affurcd a pious 
ecclefiaftlc , that two years of trial muft precede 
the feafon of deliverance and grace ; the deferters 
were flopped by the prefence and reproaches ot 
Chrift himfelf; the dead had promifcd to arifc 
and combat with their brethren; the Virgin had 
obuined the pardon of their fins; and theit 
confidence was revived by a vifible fign, the 
feafonablc and fplendid difcovery of the HOLY • 
tANCE. The policy of their chiefs has on this 
occafion been admired, and might furely be 
cxcufcd; but a pious fraud is feldom produced 
by the cool confpiracy of many perfons ; and a 
voluntary impoftor might depend on the fupporc 
of the wife and the credulity of the people. Of 
the diocefe of Marfeilies, there was a prieft of 
low cunning and loofe manners, and his name 
was Peter Bartholemy. He prefented himfelf at 
the door of the council -chamber, to difclofe art 
apparition of St. Andrew, which had been thrice 
reiterated in his fleep, with a dreadful menace, ..if 
he prefumed to fupprefs the commands of beaveo. 
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6 H A^p. ** At Antioch , " faid the apoftle, "in the church ^ 
LVIII. " of try brother St. Peter, near the high altar, 
" is concealed the fteel head of the lance that 
^' pierced the fide of our Redeemer. In three 
^ days, that inftrumeht of eternal, and now of 
^' temporal, falvation , will be mainifefted to his 
^' difciples. Search and ye fhall find: bear it 
^ aloft in battle; and that myftic weapon fliall 
^' penetrate the fouls of the mifcreant^." The 
pt)pe's legate, the bifhop of Puy, affeded to 
liften with coldnefs and diftruft ; but the revelation 
was eagerly accepted by count Raymond, whom 
his faithful fubjedl, in the name of the apoftle , 
had chbfen for the guardian of the holy Jance. 
The experiment was refolved; and on the third 
day, after a^due preparation of prayer and fafting, 
the prieft of Marfeilles introduced twelv^e trufty 
fpedators, among whom were the count and his 
chaplain ; and the church - doors were b?rred 
againft the impetuous multitude. The ground 
was opened in the appointed place; but . the 
workmen, who relieved each other, di|g to the 
depth of twelve feet without difcovering the objed 
of their fearch. In the evening , when count 
Raymond had withdrawn to bis poft , and the 
weary affift^nts began to murmur, Bartholemy, 
in his fhirt , and without his (hoes , boldly defcended 
into the pit; the darknefs of the hour and of 
the place enabled him to Tecrete and depofit the 
head of a Saracen lance; and the firft found, 
^ the firft gleam, of the fteel, was faluted with a 

devout rapture* The holy lance was drawn from 
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its recefs , wrapt in a veil of filk and gold , and chap, 
expofed to the veneration of the crufaders ; their ivm, 
anxious fufpenfe burft forth in a general fliout of 
joy and hope, and the delponding troops were 
again inflamed with the enthufiafm of valqur.- 
Whatever had been the arts, and whatever might 
be- the fentiments of the chiefs, they flcilfuUy 
improved this fortunate revolution by every aid 
that difcipline and devotion could afford. The 
foldiers were difmiffed to their quarters with an 
injundion to fortify their minds and bodies for 
the approaching conflid, freely to b^ftow their 
laft pittance on themfelves and their horfes , and 
to exped with the dawn of day the fignal of 
vidory. On the feftival of St. Peter and St. Paul, 
the gates of Antioch were thrown open ; a martial 
pfalm , "Let the Lord arife , and let his enemies 
" be fcattered!" was chauntcd by a proceffion of 
priefts and monks; the battle array was marflialled 
in twelve divifions, in honour of the twelve ' , 
apoftles; and the holy lance, in the abfence of 
x^aymond , was entrufted to the hands of his 
chaplain. The influence of this relic or trophy 
was felt by the fcrvants, and perhaps by the 
enemies, of Chrift"; and its potent energy was 
^ heightened by an accident, a ftratagem , or a 
rumour , of a miraculbus complexion. Three ceicftiai 
knights, in white garments and refplcndent arms, wa"io"* 
either iffued , or feemed to iffue , from the hiJl$ : 
the voice of Adhemar, the pope's legate, pro- 
claimed them as the martyrs St. George , St. 
Theodore, and St. Maurice; the tumult of battle 
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CHAP, allowed no time for doubt or fcrutirry; and the 
. LVIU. welcome apparition dazzled the eyes or the 
ihiagination of a fanatic army. In the feafon of 
danger and triumph , the revelation of Bartholenay 
of iVIarfeilles was tinanimoufly affertcd; but as 
fooo as the temporary fervice was accomplifhed 
the perfonal dignity and liberal alms which the 
count of Tholoufe derived from the cuftody of 
the holy lance 9 provoked the envy, and awakened 
the reafon, of his rivals. A Norman clerk pre- 
' fumed to fift, with aphilofophicfpirit, the truth of 
the legend, the circumftances of the difcovery, 
and the charaAer of the prophet; and the pious 
Bohemond afcribed their deliverance to the merits 
and interceffion of Chrift alone. For a -while, 
the Provincials defended their national palladium 
with clamours and arms; and new vifions con* 
demned to de^h and hell the profane fceptics, 
who prcfumjsd to fcrutinife the truth and merit 
of the difcovery. The prevalence of incredulity 
compelled the author to fubmit his life and veracity 
to the judgment of God. A pile of dry faggots , 
four feet high , and fourteen long^, was eredled 
HI the midft of the camp ; the flames burnt fiercely 
to the elevation of thirty cubits ; and a narrow 
path of twelve inches was left for the perilous 
trial. The unfortunate priefl of Marfeilles traverfed 
the fire with dexterity and fpeed; but his thighs 
and belly were fcorched by the intenfe heat; he 
expired the next day; and the logic of believing 
minds will pay fome regard to his dying proteftations 
0f innocence and truth. Some efforts ^ere made 
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by the Provincials to fubftitutc a crofs , a ring ^ chap. 
or a tabernacle , in the place of the holy lance , tvin. 
>yhich foon yanifhed in contempt and oblivion "*. 
Yet the revelation of Antioch is gravely afferted 
by fiicceeding hiftorians; and fuch is the progrcfs 
of credulity, that miracles, moft doubtful on 
the fpot and at the moment, will be received 
with implicit faith at a convenient diftance of 
time and fpace. 

The prudence or fortune of the Franks had J^^^^'^""^ 
delayed their invafion till the decline of the Turkilh and caiiphs 
empire "\ Under the manly government of the of Egypt. 
three firft fultaA^ , the kingdoms of Afia were 
united in peace and juftice ; and the innumerable 
ardaies which they led in perfon were equal in ' 
courage, and fupcrior in difciplinc, to the 
Barbarians of the Weft. But at the time of the 
crufade , the inheritance of Malek Shaw was 
difputed by his four fons ; their private ambition 
was infenfible of the public danger ; and , in the 
viciffitudes of their fortune, the royal vaflals 
were ignorant , or regardlcfs , of the true objedl 
of their allegiance. The twenty - eight emirs i 
who marched with the ftandard of Kcrboga , 
were his rivals or enemies : their hafty levies 
were drawn from the towns and tents of Mefo- 
potamia and Syria; and the Turkifli veteran* 
were employed or confumed in the civil wars 
beyond the Tigris. The caliph of Egypt embraced 
this opportunity of weaknefs and difcord , to 
recover his ancient poffeffions ; and his fultan 
Aphdal bcfieged Jcrufalem and Type, expelled 
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CHAP* the children of Ortok , and reftored in Paleftine 
Lvni. the civil and ccclefiaftical authority of the Fati^ 
unites "**. They heard with aftonilhment of the 
vaft armies of Chriftians that had paffed from 
Europe to Afia, and rejoiced in the fieges and 
battles which broke the power of the Turks, the 
adverfaries of their fedl and monarchy. But the 
fame Chriftians were the enemies of the prophet; 
and from the overthrow of Nice and Antiocb, 
the motive of their enterprife, which was gradually 
underftood , would urge them forwards to the 
banks of, the Jordan , or perhaps of the Nile. 
An intercourfe of epiftles and embaflGes , which 
rofe and felt with the events of war, was main- 
tained, between the throne of Cairo and the camp 
of the Latins; and their adverfe pride was the 
refult of ignorance and enthufiafm. The minifters 
of Egypt declared in an haughty , or infinuated 
in a milder, tone, that their fovereign , the true 
and lawful commander of the faithful, had refcued 
Jerufalem from the Turkilh yoke; and that the 
pilgrims, if they would divide their numbers, 
and lay afide their arms, fhould find a fafe and 
hofpitable reception at the fepulchre of Jefus. In 
the belief of their loft condition , the caliph 
Moftali defpifed their arms and imprifoned their 
deputies : the conqueft and vidlory of Antioch 
prompted him to folicit thofe formidable champions 
with gifts of horfes and filk robes, of vafes, and 
purfes of gold and filver; and in his eftiraate of 
their merit or power, the firft place was afligned 
to BohemX>nd, and the fccond t© Godfrey. In 

either 
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dtlier fortune^ the anfwer df the crufadets was C H A F« 
firm and unifotm: they difdained to enquire into LViii* 
the private claims or poCTeflions of the followers 
of Mahomet: whatfoever was his nslme or nation, 
the ufurper of Jetufalem was their enemy; aij4 
inftead of prefcribing the mode and terms of 
their pilgrimage ^ it was only by a timely furrenfler 
of the city and province, their facred right, th^it 
he could deferve their alliance , or deprecate thcif 
impending and irrefiftible attack '*'. 

Yet this attack, when they were within the Delay tf th< 
view and reach of their glorious prize , was ^'^^"ioi^s 
fufpended above ten months after the defeat of juiy— 
Kerboga. The zeal and courage of the crufaders ^- ^' ^^'-^'^ 
were chilled in the moment df \dctory : and/ *'* 
inftead of marching to improve the ronftcrnatioil, 
they haftily difperfed to enjoy the luxury, of 
Syria. The caufes of this ftrange delay may he 
found in the Want of ftrengrh and fubordination. 
In the painfjLil and various fefVice of Amioch^ 
the caVaJry was annihilated ; many thoufands o( 
every rank had been loft by famiae, ficknefs and 
defertion : the fame abufe of plent^ had beeit 
frodudive of a third famine ; and the alternative 
of intemperance and diftrefs^ had generated d 
peftilence, which IWept .aWay above fifty thou-* 
fand of the pilgrims. Few were able to corri- 
mand, and none wefe willing to obey 5 the 
domeftic feuds ^ which had been ftifled by 
common feaf. Were agairl renewed in ads^ ot 
at leaft in fentiments, of hoftility; the fortune 
of Baldwin and. JBohcmond. excited \he envy of ' 
Vol. X X 
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CHAP, their companions; the braved knights ^Ycre cil- 
LViii. lifted for the defence of their new principalities ; 
and count Raymond exhaufted his troops and 
treafures in an Idle expedition into the heart of 
^ria. The winter was confuraed in difcord and 
diforder ; a fenfe of honour and religion was 
rekindled in the fpring j and the private foldiers, 
lefs fufceptible of ambition and jealoufy , awak- 
ened with angry clamours the indolence of their 
Thelrmarcli chiefs. In the month of May, the relics of this 
A. D. 1099/ niighty hoft proceeded from Antioch to Laodi- 
May 13— cea ; about forty thoufand Latins , of whom no 
more than fifteen hundred horfe , and twenty 
thoufand foot, \yere capable of immc^diatc fervice. 
Their eafy jmarch was continued between mount 
Libanus ana the fea-fhore ; their wants were 
liberally fupplied by the coafting traders of 
Genoa and Pifa^ and they drew large contribu- 
tions from the emirs of Tripoli , Tyre, Sidon, 
Acre, and Caefarea, who granted a free pafTage, 
and promifed to follow the example of Jerufalem. 
From C^efarea they advanced into the midland 
country ; lieir clerks recognifed the facred geo- 
graphy of Lydda, Ramla, Emaus, and Bethlem, 
and as foon as they defcried the holy city, the 
crufaders forgot their toils and claimed their re- 
ward '**. 
Siege and Jerufalem has derived feme reputation from the 

conqueft of numbcr and importance of her memorable fieges. 

a'd!*io99, I^ ^^5 ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^ ^^"g ^"d obftinate conteft 
June 7 — that Babylon and Rome could prevail againft 
July IS. ^j^^ obftinacy of the people , the craggy ground 
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that might fupe'rfcde the nedeffity of fortifications* c H a P- 
and the walls and towers that would have fortified LViii. 
the moft acceffible plain '*'. Thefe obftacles were 
diminiflied in the age of the crufades. The bul- 
warks had been completely deftroyed and iinper* 
fedly reftorcd : the Jews , their nation and[ 
Worihip , were for ever baniflied; but nature is ^ 
Icfs changeable than man ^ and the fite of Jerufa-^ 
1cm, though fomewhat foftened and fomewhat 
temovcd » was ftill ftrong againil the affaults of 
an enemy. By the experience of a recent fiege 
and a three years poffefTion , the Saracens of 
Egypt had been taught to difcern, and in fome 
degree to remedy, the defeds of a place * which 
religion as well as honour forbade them to refign, 
Aladin or Iftikhar i-^the caliph's lieutenant, was 
entrufted with the defence: his policy ftrovc to 
reftrain the native Chriftians by the dread of their 
own ruin arid that of the holy fepulchrc ; to 
animate the Moflems by the affurancc of temporal 
and eternal rewards- His garrifon is faid to have 
confifted of forty thoufand Turks and Arabians; 
and if he could mufter twenty thoufand of the 
inhabitants, it mu1ft be confeffed that the befieged 
were more numerous than the befieging army "'. 
Had the diminifhed . ftrcngth and numbers of the 
Latins allowed them to grafp the whole circum- 
ference of four thoufand yards (about two Englifli 
miles and an half '*'), to ^hat ufcful purpofe 
Ihould they have defccnded into the valley of 
Ben Himmon and torrent of Cedron '** , or 
approached the precipices of the South and Eail, 
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1^ R A p. from whence they had nothing either to hope ot 
iViH. fear? Their fiege was more reafonably diredled 
igainft the northern and weftern fides of the city. 
Godfrey of Bouillon eredeid his ftandard oil the 
firft fwdl of mount Calvary: to the left, as far 
as Sl Stephen's gate, the line of attack was 
' continued by Tancred dnd the two Roberts; and 
count Raymt>nd eftablifhed his quarters from the 
citadel to the foot of mount Sidn , which was no 
longer included within the precinds of the city. 
On the fifth day, the crufaders made a general 
aflauk in the fanatic hope of battering down the 
;^alls without engines, and of fcaling them with- 

^' out ladders. By the dint of brutal force, they 

burft the firft barrier, but they were driven back 
with fliame and flaughter to the camp r the 
• influence of vifion and prophecy w^S deadened 
by the too frequent abufe of thofe pious ftrata- 
^ms ; and time and labour were found to be 
the only means of vidory. The time of the fieg^ 
was indeed fulfilled in forty days , but they were 
forty days of calamity and anguiffi. A repetition 
of the old complaint of famine may be imputed 
in fome degreef to the voracious or diforderly 
appetite of the Franks; but the ftony foil o( 
Jerufalcm is almoft deftitute of water; the fcanty 
fprings and hafty torrents were dry in the furomer 
feafon ; nor was the thirfl: of the befiegers re^ 
lieved , as in the city , by the artificial fupply of 
ciftcrns and aqueduds.. The circumjacent country 
is equally deftitute of ^trees for the nfes of fhade 
(jr building ; but fome large beams wer©» difco* 
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vered in a cave by the crufaders : a WQod near chap. 
Sichcm, the enchanted grove of Taffo "*, was LVIil* 
cut down : the ne^effary timber was tranfpoYted 
to the camp by the vigour and dexterity of 
Tancred; and the engines were^ framed by fome 
Genoefe artifts, who had fortunately landed in 
the harbour of Jafifa. Two moveable turrets were 
conftruded at 'the expence, and in the ftations, 
of the duke of Lorraine and the count of Tho- 
loufe, and rolled forwards with devout labour, 
not to the moft acceflible , but to the moft 
ncgleded, parts of the fortification* Raymond's 
tower was reduced to aihes by the fire of the • 
befieged, but his colleague was more vigilant 
and fuccefsful; the enemies were driven by his 
archers from the rampart; the draw-bridge was 
let down ; and on a Friday at three in the after- 
noon, the day and hour of the Paflion, Godfrey 
of Bouillon ftood vidorious on the walls of 
Jerufalem. His example was followed on every 
fide by the emulation of valour; and about fouF 
hundred and fixty years after the conqueft of 
Omar, the holy city was refcued from the Maho- • 

anetan yoke. In the pillage of public and private 
wealth, the adventurers had agreed to refped the 
excluTivc property of the firft occupant ; and the 
£poils of the great mofch , feventy lamps and * 

ixiaflfy vafes of gold and filver, rewarded the dili- 
,gence, and difplayed the generofity, of Tancred. 
A bloody facrifice was offered by his miftakea 
votaries to the God of the Chriftians: refiftance 
roiglit provoke, but neither age nor fex could 
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CHAP, mollify , their implacable rage : they indulged 
iviii, themfelves three days in a promifcuous mafla- 
cre'"' I and the infection 6i the dead bodies 
produced an epidemical difeafe. After fevcnty 
thoufand Moflems had been put to the fword , 
and the harmlefs Jews had been burnt in their 
fynagogue, they could ftill referve a multitude 
of captjives, whom iotereft or laflitude perfuaded 
them to fpare. Of thefe favage heroes of the 
.crcifs, Tancred alone betrayed fome fentiraents 
of coropaffion; yet we may praife the more felfilh 
lenity of Raymond, who granted jt capitulation 
and fafe condud to the garrifon of the citadel "\ 
The holy fepulchre was now free ; . and the 
bloody vidors prepared to accompUih theii* vow. 
Bareheaded and barefoot, with contrite hearts, 
and in an humble pofture, they afcended the hill 
of Calvary, amidft the loud anthems of the 
clergy; kiffed the ftone which had covered the 
Saviour of the world; and bedewed with tears 
of joy and penitence the monument of their 
redemption. This union of the ficrceft and moft 
tender paffions has been varioufly confidered by 
two philofophers ; by the one *'*, as eafy and 
natural; by the other "' , as abfurd arid incredi- 
ble. Perhaps it is too rigoroufly applied to the 
fame pcrfons and the fame hour: the example 
of the virtuous Gpdfrey awakened the piety of 
his companions; while they cleanfed their bodies, 
they purified 'their minds; nor fhall I believe 
that the moft ardent in flaughter and rapine 
were the foreaioft : in the proceffion to the holy 
fepulchre, . 
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•Eight days after this memorable event, which chap. 
pope Urban did not live to hear , the Latin lviii. 
chiefs proceed\id to the eledion of a king , to Eieftion and 
guard and govern their conquefts in Paleftine. Godfrey of 
Hugh the Great, and Stephen of Chartres, had^oai'ion, 
retired with fome lofs of reputation, which they j^jj^'^^^* . 
ftrove to regain by a fecond crufade and anA. d. noo, 
honourable death. Baldwin was eftablilhed af^^'^ ^*' 
Edeffa , and Bohemond at Antioch , and two 
Roberts, the duke of Normandy "* and the 
count of Flanders, preferred their fair inheritance 
in the Weft to a doubtful competition or a barren 
fceptre. The jealoufy and ambition of Raymond 
were condemned by his own followers, and the 
free, the juft, the unanimous voice of the ^rmy, 
proclaimed Godfrey of Bouillon the firft and moft 
worthy of the champions of Chriftendom. His 
magnanimity accepted a truft as full of danger 
as of glory ; but in a city where his Saviour had 
been crowned with thorns, the devout pilgrim 
rejeded, the name and enfigns of royalty; and the 
founder of the kingdom of Jerufalem contented 
himfelf with the modeft title of Defender and 
Baron of the Holy Sepulchre. His government of 
a fingle year "*, too fhort for the publichappinefe, 
was interrupted in the firft fortnight by a fummons 
to the field, by the approach of the vizir or fultan 
of Egypt , who had been too flow to prevent , 
but who was impatient to avenge, the lofs of 
Jerufalem. His total overthrow in the battle of 
Afcalon fealed the oftablifhment of the Latins m ^^^ 
Syria, and fignalized the valour of the French 
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CHAP. 

pattle^of 
Afcalon* 
A. P IP99, 



princes , who in this adion bade a lorig farewcl 
to the holy wars. Some glory might be derived 
from the prodigious inequality of numbers , 
though I fliall not count the myriads of horfc 
and foot on the fide of the Fatimites; but, except 
three thonfand Ethiopians or blacks, who were 
armed with flails or fcourges of iron , the Barba« 
rians of the South fled on the firft onfet, and 
afforded a pleafing comparifon between the adlive 
valour of the Turks and the ftoth and effeminacy 
of the natives of Egypt. After fufpending before 
the holy fepulchre the fword and ftandard of the 
fultan , the new kin.g {he deferves the titk) em. 
braced his departing companions , and could 
retain only with the gallant Tancred three hun^ 
dred knights, and two thoufand foot foldiers, for 
the defence of Palefl;ine. His fovereignty was foon 
attacked by a new enemy , the only one againft 
Svhom Godfrey was a coward. Adhemar, bifliop 
of Puy, who excelled both in council and adion^ 
had been fwcpt away in the laft plague, of An- 
tioch : the remaining ecclefiaftics prcfervfd only 
the pride and avarice of their eharader ; and their 
feditious clamours had required that the choice 
of a bifhop fliould precede that of a king. The 
revenue and jurifdidion of the lawful patriarch 
were ufurped by the Latin clergy; the exdufion 
of the Greeks and Syrians was juftified by the 
reproach of herefy or fchifm "* ; and, under the 
>ron yoke of their deliverers, the Oriental Chrit 
jtiaos regretted the tolerating government of the 
rAmbiaa csJipns. Daimbert , arcbbifliop of Pifa , 
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had long been trained in the fccret policy of chap, 
Ronie : he brought a fleet of his cbuntrymen to lviiu 
the fuccour of the'Holy Land, and was inftalled» 
•without a competitor, the fpiritual and temporal 
head of the church. The new patriarch "' imme-» 
diately grafped the fceptre which had been 
acquired by the toil and blood of the vidorious 
pilgrims; and both Godfrey and Bohemond fub- 
mitted to receive at his hands the inveftiture of 
their feudal poffeflions. Nor was this fufficient; 
Daimbert claimed the immediate property of 
Jerufalcm aod Jaffa : inftead of a firm and gene- 
rous refufal, the hero negociated with the prieft; 
a quarter of either city was ceded to the church ; 
and the modeft bifhop was fatisfied with aa 
eventual reverfion of the reft, on the death of 
Godfrey without children, or on the future acqui- 
fition of a new feat at Cairo or Damafcus. 

Without this indulgence, the conqueror would The king- 
have almoft been ftripped of his infant kingdom, J^J^ig"^'^'^" 
Avhich confifted only of Jerufalcm and Jaffa, with a. d. 
about twenty villages and towns of the adjacent *°^^"^"^^* 
country "'. Within this narrow verge, the Maho- 
jnetans were ftill lodged in fome impregnable 
caftles; and the hulbandman, the trader, and the 
.pilgrim , were expofed to daily and domeftic 
hoftility^ By the arms of Godfrey himfelf , and 
of the two Baldwins, his brother and coufm, 
vrho fucceeded to the throne, the Latins breathed 
with more cafe and fafety; and at length they 
equalled, in the extent of their dominions, though 
not in the millions of their fubjedls , the ancient • 
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CHAP, princes of Ju'd^h and Ifrael "'. After the redu<flion 
tviii. oF the maritime cities of Laodicca, Tripoli, Tyre, 
and Afcalon '" , which were powerfully affifted 
by the fleets of Venice , Genoa , and. Pifa , and'^ 
even of Flanders and Norway "' , the range of 
fea-coaft from Scanderoon to the borders of Egypt 
was poffcfled by tfie Chriftian pilgrims. If the 
prince of Antioch difclaimed his fupremacy, the 
counts of Edefla and Tripoli owned themfelvcs 
^ the vaffals of the king of Jerufalem : the Latins 
reigned beyond the Euphrates ; and the four 
cities of Hems, Hamah, Damafcus, and Aleppo, 
were the only relics of the Mahometan conquefts • 
in Syria '**. The laws and language, the manners 
and titles, of the French nation and Latin church, 
were introduced into thefe tranfmarine colonies., 
According to the feudal jurifprudence, the prin- 
cipal ftatcs and fubordinate baronies defcended 
in the line of male and female fucceffion "* ; 
but the children of the firft conquerors "* , a 
motley and degenerate race, were diffolved by 
the luxury of the climate; the arrival of new 
crufaders from Europe, was a doubtful hope and 
a cafual event. The fervice of the feudal tenu- 
res "' was iperformed by fix hundred and fixty-fix 
knights, who might expcd the aid of two hun- 
dred more under the banner of the count of 
Tripoli ; and each knight was attended to the 
field by four fquires or archers on borfeback "*. 
Five thoufand and feventy-five yer^flnfi , moft 
probably foot - foldiers , were fupplied by the 
churches and cities; and the whole legal militia 
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of the kingdom could not exceed eleven thoufand chap. 
men, a flender defence agaipft the furrounding Lviii. 
myriads of Saracens and Turks "'. But the firmcft 
bulwark of Jerufalem was founded on the knights 
of the hofpital of St. John '*', and of the temple ^ 

of Solomon "'; on the ftrange affociation of a 
monadic and military life, which fanaticifm might 
fugged, but which policy mud approve. The 
flower of the nobility of Europe afpired to w^ar 
the crofs , and to profefs the vows , of thefc 
refpeftable orders; their fpiritand difcipline were 
immortal; and the fpeedy donation of twenty^ * 

eight thoufand farms , or manors "* , enabled 
them to fupport a regular force of cavalry and 
infantry for the defence of Paledine. The auderity 
of the convent foon evaporated in the exercife of 
arrtis: the world was fcandalifed by the pride, 
avarice, and corruption of thcfe Chridian foldiers; 
their claims of immunity and jurifdidion didurbed 
the harmony of the church and date; and the 
public peace was endangered by their jealous 
emulation. But in their mod diffolute period, the 
knights of the hofpital and temple maintained 
their fearlefs and fanatic charader : they negleded 
to live , but they were prepared to die , in the 
fervice of Chrid; and the fpirit of chivalry, the 
parent and offspring of the crufades, has been 
tranfplanted by this inditution from the holy 
fepulchre to the ifle of Malta '". 

The fpirit of freedom, which pervades theAffizeof je- 
feudal inditutions , was felt in its dronged energy '^"^**^!"i). 
\>y the volunteers of the crofs, \yho eleded forio9» — i36j. 
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CHAP, their chief the moft defcrving of his peers. Arhidft 
Lvui. the flaves of Afia, unconfcious of the Icffon or 
example , a model of political liberty was intro- 
duced: and the laws of the Trench kingdom arc 
derived from the pureft fourcc of equality and 
juftice. Qf fuch laws, the firft and indifpenfabl<>- 
condition is the affent of thofe, whofe obedience' 
they require, and for whofe benefit they are de- 
figned. No fooner had Godfrey of Bouillon ac-p 
cepted the office of fuprerae magiftrate , than he 
folicited the public and private advice of the 
Latin pilgrims, who were the beft {killed in the 
ftatutes and cuftoms of Europe. From thefe mate- 
rials, with the counfel and approbation of the 
patriarch and barons, of the clergy and laity, 
Godfrey compofed the ASSIZE OF Jerusalem ***, 
.a precious monument of feudal jurifprudence. The 
new code, attefted by the feals of the king, the 
. patriarch , and the vifcount of Jcrufalem , was de- 
pofited in the holy fcpulchrc , enriched with the 
improvements of fucceeding times ^ and refpedfully 
confulted as often as any doubtful queftion arofe 
in the tribunals of Paleftine. With the kingdom 
and city , all was loft *'' : the fragments of the writ- 
\ ten law were preferved by jealous tradition "* 
and variable praAice till the middle of the thir- 
teenth century : the code was reftored by the 
pen of John d'lbelin, count of Jaffa, one of the 
principal feudatories '" ; and the linai revifion 
was accomplifhcd in the year thirteen hundred and 
fixty-nine, for the ufe of the Latin kingdom of 
Cyprus ^^\ 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 31? 

/ 

The iuftide and freedom of the conftitution were chap* 
maintained by two tribunals of unequal dignity, lviii. 
Vrhich were inftitiited by Godfrey of Bouillon Court of 
after the conqueft of Jerufalem. The king , in ^""' 
perfon , prefided in the upper-court , the court of 
*lhe barons. Of thefe the four moft conCpicuous 
•were the prince of Calilee, the lord of Sidon and 
Ca:farca, and the counts of Jaffa and Tripoli, 
who, perhaps with the conftable and marftiaP'^^ 
were in a fpecial manner the compeers and judges 
of each other. But all the nobles, who held their 
lands immediately of the crown , were entitled 
and bouad to attend the kings court; and each 
baron exercifed a fimilar jurifdidlion in the fubor- 
dinate affemblies of his own feudatories. The 
connexion of lord and vaffal Was honourable and 
voluntary: reverence was due to the benefador, 
protedlion to the dependent ; but they mutually 
pledged their faith to each other ; and the obli- 
gation on either fide might be fufpended by negledt 
or diffolved by injury. The cognizance of marria- 
ges and teftaments was blended with religion^ 
and ufurped by the clergy; but the civil and cri- 
tninal caufes of the nobles, the ihheritance and 
tenure of theit fiefs j formed the proper occupa- 
tion of the fupreme court. Each member was the? ^ 
judge arid guardian both of public and private 
Irigbts. It was his duty to affert with his tongue 
and fword the lawful claims of the lord; but if an 
imjufl: fuperior prefumed to violate the freedom 
or property of a vatfal , the confederafte peers 
flood forth to. maintain h\$ quarrel \fy wprd and 
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CHAP. deed. They boWly affirmed his innocence and his 
LViii. wrongs; demanded the reftitution of his liberty 
or his lands ; fufpended , after a fruitkfs demand « 
their own fervice; refcued their brother from pri* 
fon; and employed every weapon in his defence ^ 
without oifering diredl violence to the perfon of 
their lord , which was ever facred in their eyes "Ma 
their pleadings , replies , and rejoinders » the advo- 
cates of the court were fubtle and copious; but 
the ufe of argument and evidence was often fuper« 
feded by judicial combat ; and the Aflize of Jeru^^ 
falem admits in many cafes this barbarous infVitu- 
tion, which has been flowly aboliflied by the 
laws and manners of Europe* 
Law of indi- The trial by battle . was eftabliflied in all cri* 
ciaicomtets. ^j^^j ^^f^^^ ^j^j^j^ affeded the life, or limb, or 

honour, of any perfon ; and in all civil tranfadions , 
of or above the value of one mark of filver. It 
appears , that in criminal cafes the combat was 
the privilege of the accufer , who , except in a 
charge of treafon , avenged his perfonal injury, 
or the death of thofe perfons whom he had a 
right to reprefent ; but wherever , from the na* 
ture of the charge , teftimony could be obtained , 
it was neceffary for him to produce witneffes of 
the fadl. In civil cafes , the combat was not 
allowed as the means of eftablifhing the claim of 
the demandant; but he was obliged to produce 
witneffes who had , or affumed to have , kipow* 
ledge of the fad. The combat was then the pri- 
vilegeofthe defendant; becaufe he charged the 
>yitnef$ yfiiit an attempt by perjury to take away 
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jpis right. He came therefore to be in the fame chap. 
fituation as the appellant in criminal cafes. It lvii|. 
Was not then as a mode of proof that the com- 
bat was received, nor as making ^negative evi- 
dence ( according to the fuppofition of Montef- 
quiou *'*); but in every cafe the right to offer 
battle was founded on the right to purfue by- 
arms the redrcfs of an injury ; and the judicial 
combat was fought on th^ fame principle , and 
with the fame fpirit, as a private duel. Cham- 
pions were only allowed to women , and to men 
maimed or part the age of fixty. The confe- 
quence of a defeat )vas death to the perfoti accufed > 
or to the^ champion or witnefs, as well as to the - 
accufer himfelf ; but in civil cafes, the demandant 
was punifhed with infamy and the lofs of his fuit, 
while his witpefs arid champion fuffered an igno-. 
minious death. In many cafes it was in the option 
of the judge to award or to refufe the combat: 
but <wo are fpecified , in which it was the inevi- 
table refult of the challenge j if a faithful vaffal 
gave the lie to his compeer , who unjuftly claimed 
any portion of their lord's demefnes; or if aa 
unfuccefsfiSl fuitor prefumed to impeach the judg- 
ment and veracity of the court. He might im- 
peach them , but the terms were fevereand peril- 
ous: in the fame day he fucceffively fought all 
the members of the tribunal, even thpfe who 
had been abfent : a fmgle defeat was followed by 
death and infamy : and where none, could hope 
forvidory, it is highly probable that none would 
adventure the trial. In the Affize of Jcrufilem , 
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CHAP, the legal fubtlety of tlie cTount of JaiFa is mor^ 
xviii« laudably employed to elude J than to facilitate, 
the judicial combat^ which he derives from a 
-principle of Ijonour rather than of fuperftition '**. 
Conrtof Among t^e caufes which enfranchifed the ple- 

imrgeffej- beians from the yoke of feudal tyranny , the infti- 
tution of cities and corporations is one of the moft 
.powerful ; and if thofe of Paleftine are coeval with 
the firft crulade , they may be ranked with the moft 
ancient of the Latin world. Many of the pilgrims 
had efcaped from their lords under the banner of the 
<:rofs; and it was the policy of the French princes 
to tempt their ftay by the affurance of the rights 
and privileges of freemen. It is exprefsly declared 
' in the Affize oj Jerufalem, that after inftituting, 

Jfor his knights and barons , the court of peers , 
in which heprefided himfelf, Godfrey of'Bouillon 
eftablifhed a^ fecorid tribunal , in which his perfon 
Avas reprefented by his vifcount. The jurifdidlioii 
of this inferior court extended over the burgelTcs 
of the kingdom; and it was compofed of a felcdl 
jiumberof the moft difcreet and worthy citizens; 
who were fworn to judge , according to the laws, 
of the aftions and fortunes of their eqUals '*'. In 
the conqueft and fettlement of new cities, the 
-example of JerufaleiA was imitated by the kings 
and their great vaffals ; and above thirty fimilar 
corporations were founded before the lofs of the 
• "* - Holy Land. Another clafs of fubjeds, the Sy- 
rians '**, or Oriental Chriftians, were oppreffed 
by the zeal of the clergy, and proteded by the 
toleration of the ftate. Godfrey liftened to their 

reafonable 
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reafonable prayer, that they might be judged by c h a Fi 
their own national laws. A third court was infti- Lviii. 
tuted for their ufe , of limited ancf donlcflic jurit 
didlion : the fworn members were Syrians , in 
blood, language, and religion; but -the office of 
the prefident ( in Arabic, of the rais) was fome^ 
times exexcifed by the vifcount of the city* At villains an* 
an immeafiKable ,c(iftance below the nobles , the ^*^*** 
^^9^If^^i and ^^the ftr angers^ the, Affize of Jerufa*. 
lem condefcends to piention. the villains and slaves ^ 
the peafants of the land and the captives of war « 
who were almoft equally cpnfiderejd, as the obj|^<ft$ 
of property. The relief or pr^^ion of^^vtjbefe 
unhappy ^ mep was, n^t efteemed v^^prthy of , the 
care of the iegiflator ; but hg diligently pi:oyi4es 
for the recovery , though not indeed for the pu- 
nifhment , of the fugitives* Like hounds , or 
hawks, who had ftrayed from the lawful oWneri 
they might be loft and claimed; the flave and ^ 
falcon were of the fame valiie; but three flaves^ 
or twelve oxfen, were accumulated to equal the 
price of the war-horfe; and a fum of three hun- 
dred pieces of gold was fixed , in - the agfc of 
chivalry, as the equivalent of the mofe'iioWf 
animal '*'i 
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CHAP. LIX. 



Treftrtfatioh of tht Greek Empire* — Numbers , 

Faffage , and Event , of the Second and Third 

Crufades, -^ Sr. Bernard. — Reign of Saladin in 

Epypt and Syria. ---. His Conqueft &f Jerujalem. — 

c Naval CrufadeSi — Richard tht Firfi of England. 

. -^ Pope Innocent the Third $ and the Fourth and 

''Bf^hQ-ufades:'^ The Emperor Frederic the 

^^Sodond. -^ tffutf the Ninth of France ; and the 

' ixo0^^lafi Crtifades.''^^ Expulfion of the Latins or 

^ Franks by the Mama&ikcs, 

I/- •■•'■•' i 
N.^ ftyle lefe grave than that of hiftory , I 

Lix. Ihould perhaps compare the emperor Alexius ' ta 

Succeft of the jackall, who isfaid to follow the fteps, and 

^***a"» to ^devour the leavings, of the lion. Whatever 

io97-Li'ii8. had been his fears and. toils in the paflage of the 

ifirft cr^fadc , they were amply regompenfed by 

tjic fiibfequent benefits which he derived from 

the exploits of the Franks/ His dexterity and 

vigilance fecured their firft conqueft of Nice ; 

and from this threatening ftation the Turks were 

compelled to evacuate the neighbourhood of 

Conftantinople. While the crufaders^ with blind 

valour , advanced into the midland countries of 

Afia , the crafty Greek improved the favourable 

occafion when the emirs of the fea-coaft were 
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recalled to the ftandard of the fiiltah. The Turk^ c « A P, 
•were driven from the iflcs of Rhodes and Chios t ItiU 
the cities of Ephefus . and Sibyrha ^ of Sardes ^ 
Philadelphia ^ and Laodicea ^ were reftored to the 
empird , whidh Alexius enlarged from the Hel- 
lefpont to the . banks of the Masander , and the 
rocky fhores of Pamphylia* The churches re- 
fumid their fplendour; the towhs were rebuilt 
and fortified; and the defert country was peopled 
with colonies of Chriftians, who were gently 
removed from the more diftant and dangerou$ 
frontier. In thefe paternal cares , we may forgive 
Alexius ^ if he forgot the deliverance of the holy 
fepulchre ; but, by the Latins, he was ftigmatiz^d 
Vith the foul reproach of treafon and defertion^ 
They had fworn fidelity and obedience to his 
throne ; but he had promifed to affift their en- 
teFprife in perfon j or , at leaft , with his troops 
aiid treafures : his bafe retreat diffolved their 
obligations; and the fword, which had been the 
inftrumeiit of their vidlory , was the pledge and 
title of their juft independence. It does not appear 
that the emperor attempted to revive his obfolete 
claims over the kingdom of Jernfalem * ; but the 
borders of Cilici^ and Syria were more recent in 
his poffeflion , arid more acceflible to his arms* 
The gj*eat army of the crufaders was annihilated 
or difperfed j the principality of Antioch was left 
without a head > by the furprife and captivity of 
Bojiemond : his ranfora had opprcffed him with 
a heavy debt j and his Norman followers were 
infufficient to repel the hoftilitic§ of the Greeks 
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CHAP, and Turks. In' this diftrefs, Bohenmond eitibraced 
UK. a magnanimous rcfolution , of leaving the defence 
of Antioch to his kinfman^ the faithful Tancred; 
of arming the Weft againft the Byzantine empire , 
and of executing the defign >vhich he inherited 
from the leffons and example of his father Guifcard. 
His embarkation was clandeftine : and if we may 
credit a tale of the princefs Anne, he paffed the 
hoftile fea , clofely fecreted in a coffin '. But his 
reception in France was dignified by the public 
applaufe , arid bis marriage with the king's 
daughter : his return was * glorious , fince the 
braveft fpirits of the age cnlifted undtjr his veteran 
command ; and he repafTed the Adriatic at the 
head of five thoufand .horfe and forty thoufand 
foot, affembled from the moft remote climates 
of Europe \ The ftrength of Durazzo , and 
prudence of Alexius , the progrefs of famine , 
and approach of Winter, eluded his ambitious 
hopes ; and the venal confederates were feduced 
from his ftandard. A treaty of peace ' fufpended 
the fears of the Greeks; and they were finally 
delivered by the death of an adverfary, whom 
neither oaths could bind, nor dangers could appalj 
iior profperity coi^ld fatiate. His children fuc- 
ceeded to the principality of Antioch ; but the 
boundaries were ftridly defined , the hoiAage 
was clearly ftipulated, and the cities of Tartisand 
IVl almiftra were reftored to the Byzantine emperors. 
Of the coaft of Anatolia , they poffeffed the entire 
circuit from Trebizond to the Syrian gate$. Tbf 
Seljukian dynafty of Roum * ^Yas feparated on all 
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fides from the fea and their Mufultnan brethren ; c 11 a p^ 
the power of the fultans -was fhaken by the li^. 
vidories , and even the defeats ot the Franks ; 
and after the lofs of Nice , they removed their 
throne to Cogni or Iconium , an obfcure and in- 
land town above three hundred miles from Con* 
ftantinople '. Inftead of trembling for their ca- 
pital , the Comnenian princes waged an oiFenfive 
war againft the Turks , and the firft crufade 
prevented the fall of the declining empire. 

In the twelfth century, three great. emigrations Expeditions • 
inarched by land from the Weft to the relief oi^^^^ g"rft cru- 
Paleftine. The foldiers and pilgrims of Lombardy, fade, 
France, and Germany, were excited by the fe^- fhg fecond of 
ample and foccefs of the firft crufade*. Forty- Conrad in. 
eight years after the deliverance of the holy *"* V**"** 
fepulchre , the emperor, and the French king, AD.1147. 
Conrad the third, and Louis the feventh undertook the third, of 
the fecond crufade to fuppprt the falling fortunes ^'^Jj%*j/* 
of the Latins *. A grand divifion of the third 
crufade was led by the emperor Frederic Bar- 
baroffa '* , who fympathifed with his brothers of 
France and England in the common lofs of Jeru- 
falem, Thefe three expeditions may be compared 
in their refemblance of the gre^tne£s of numbers, 
their paffage through the Greek empire , and the 
nature and event of their Turkiih warfare, and 
a brief parallel may fave. the repetition of a tedious 
narrative. However fplendid it may feem , a 
regular ^ory of the crufades would exhibit the 
perpetual return of the fame caufes and effeds ; 
and the frequent attempts for.- ^e defence o( 

Y 3 
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CHAP, recovery of the Holy Land / would appear To 
Lix. rtany faint and unfuccefsful copies of the original. 
Their nuM* I. Of the fwarms that fo clofcly trod in the 
**'^** footfteps of the firft pilgrims, the chiefs were 

equal in rank , though unequal in fame and merit, 
to Godfrey of Bouillon and his fellow adventurers- 
At their head were difplayed the banners of the 
dukes of Burgundy , Bavaria, and Aquitaint the 
firft a defcendant of Hugh Capet , the fecond a 
father of the Brunfwick line : the archbifhop of 
Milan., a temporal prince , tranfported , for the 
benefit of the Turks, the treafures and ornaments of 
his church and palace; and the veteran crufaders, 
Hugh the Great, and Stephen of Chartres, return- 
ed to confuramate their unfinifhed vow. The huge 
and diforderly bodies of their followers moved 
forwards in two columns; and if the firft confifted 
of two hundred and fixty thoufand perfons, the 
fecond might poffibly amount to fixty thoufand 
horfe, and one hundred thoufand foot". The 
armies of the fecond crufade might have claimed 
the conqueft of Afia : the nobles of France and 
Germany were animated by the prefence of their 
fovereigns ; and both the rank and perfonal cha- 
racters of Conrad and Louis , gave a dignity to 
their caufe, and a difcipline to their force, which 
might be vainly expeded from the feudatory 
chiefs. The cavalry of the emperor, iind that 
of the king, was each compofed of feventy 
thoufand knights and their immediate attendants 
in the field " ; and if the light-armed troops , the 
pca&nt infantry., the \^omea and children, the 
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priefts and monks , be rigorou fly excluded , the c H A Pi 
full account will fcarcely be fatisfied with four ux^ 
hundred thoufand fouls. The Weft , from Rome 
to Britain , was called into adion ; the kings of 
Poland and Bohemia obeyed the fummons of 
Conrad; and it is affirmed by the Greeks and 
Latins, that in the paffage of a ftreight or river, 
the Byzantine agents ; after a tale of nine hundred 
thoufand , defifted from the endlcfs and formidable 
Computation". In the third crufade, as the French 
and Englifli preferred the navigation of the Me- 
diterranean", the hoft of Frederic Barbaroffa was 
lefs numerous. Fifteen thoufand knights , and as 
many fquires , were the flower of the German 
chivalry : fixty thoufand horfc , and one hundred 
thoufand foot, were muftered by the emperor in 
the plains of Hungary ; and after fuch repetitions 
we fhall no longer be ftartled at the fix hundred 
thoufand pilgrims , which credulity has afcribed 
to this laft emigration '*. Such extravagant reck- 
onings prove only the aftonifhment of contem- 
poraries ; but their aftonifhment moft ftrongly 
bears teftimony to the exiftcnce of an enormous 
though indefinite multitude. The Greeks might 
applaud their fuperior knowledge of the arts and ' 
ftratagems of war , but they confeffed the ftrcngth 
and courage of the French cavalry and the infantry 
of the Germans "; and the ftrangcrs are defcribed 
as an iron race ,' of gigantic ftature, who darted 
fire from their eyes, and fpit blood like water oii 
the ground. Under the banners df Conrad ^ a troop 
ef females rode in the attitude andiurmour of mens 

Y 4 
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CHAP, and the chief <rf tbcfe Amazons, frotn her gik 
Lix. ' fpurs and bufkins , obtained the epithet of the 
Golden-footed Dame. 
Paffngt ir. The numbers and charader of the ftrangers 

through the ^as an objedl of terror to the effeminate Greeks , 
j»ire. ' " Jind the fentiment of fear is nearly allied to that 
of hatred. This averfion was fufpended or foften- 
cd by the apprchenfion of the Turkilh power; 
and the invedives of the Latins will not biafs 
our more candid belief, that the emperor Alexius 
diffembled their infolence, eluded their hoftilities^ 
Counfelled their rafhnefs , and opened to their 
ardour the road of pilgrimage and conqueft. But 
when the Turks had been driven from Nice and 
the fea-coaft , when the Byzantine princes no 
longer dreaded the diftaot Sukans of Cogni , 
they felt with purer indignation the free and 
frequent paflage of the weftern Barbarians , who 
violated the majefty , and endangered the fafety, 
of tJie empire. The fecond and third crufades 
were undertaken under the reign of Manuel 
Comnenus and Jfaac Angelus. Of the former , 
the paflions were always impetuous , and often 
malevolent i and the natural union of a cowardly 
'^ #nd a mischievous temper was exemplified in 
the latter, ^vho, without merit or mercy, could 
punifli a tyrant^ and occupy bis throne. It was 
iecretly , and perhaps tacitly , refolved by the 
prince arid people to deftroy , or at leaft to dit 
courage^ the pilgrims, by every fpecies of injury 
, and opptjcStoti; aod their wamt of prudence and 
<{ifcipliQe coati^ilalV ftf[)rded thc{>retcace or the 
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apportunity. The Weftern monarchs had ftipulat- chap. 
cd a fafe paffage and fair market in the country Ltx. 
of their Chriftian brethren; the treaty had been 
ratified by oaths and hoftages ; and the pooreft 
foldier of Frederic's army was furnilhed with 
three marks of filver to defray his expences on 
the road. But every engagement was violated 
by treachery and injuftice ; and the complaints of 
the Latins are attefted by the honeft confeflGon of 
a Greek hiftorian , who has dared to prefer truth 
to his country ". Inflead of an hofpitable recep- 
tion, the gates of the cities, both in Europe and 
Afia, were clofely barred againft the crufaders; 
and the fcanty pittance of food was let down in 
baflcets from the walls. Experience or forefight 
might exbufe this timid jealoufy; but the common 
cjutics of humanity prohibited the mixture of 
chalk, or other poiibnous ingredients , in the 
bread ; and fhould Manuel be acquitted of any 
foul connivance , he is guilty of coining bafc 
money for the purpofe of trading with the pilgrims^ 
In every ftep of their march they were flopped 
or mifled : the governors had private orders to 
fojrtifiy the paffes and break down the bridges 
againft then^ : the ftragglers were pillaged and * 
murdered; the foldiers and horfes were pierced 
in the woods by arrows from an invifibJe hand; 
the fick were burqt in their beds ; and the dead 
bodies were hung on gibbets along the highways. 
Thele injuries exafperated the champions of the 
crofs, who were not endowed with evangelical 
patience ; . and the Byzantine princes » who had 
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CHAP, provoked the unequal conflidl, promoted the em* 
X.IX* barkation and march of thefe formidable guefts. 
On the verge of the Turkifh frontier Barbaroffa 
fpared the guilty. Philadelphia '^ , rewarded the 
ho^itable Laodicea , and deplored the hard ne- 
ceflity that had ftained his fword with any drops 
of Chriftian blood. In their intercourfe with 
* the monarchs of Germany and France , the pride 
of the Greeks was expofed to an anxious trial. 
They might boafl that on the firft interview the 
feat of Louis was a low ftool , befide the throne 
of Manuel"; but no fopner had the French king 
tranfported his army beyond the Bofphorus, 
than he refufed the offer of a fecond conference, 
unlefs his brotlper would meet him on equal 
terms , either on the fea or land. With Conrad 
and Frederic, the ceremonial was ftill nicer and 
more difficult : like the fucceffors of Conftantine, 
they fly led themfelves emperors of the Romans ** ; 
and firmly maintained the purity of their title and 
dignity. The firft of thefe reprefentatives of 
Charlemagne would only converfe with Manuel 
on horfeback in the open field ; the fecond , by 
pafTing the Hellefpont rather than the Bofphonis, 
declined the view of Conftantinople and its fo- 
vereign. An emperor , who had been crowned 
at Rome , was reduced in the Greek epiftles to 
the humble appellation of Rck , or prince of the 
Alemanni ; and the vain and feeble Aneelus 
affeded to be ignorant of the naihe of one of the 
greateft men and monarchs of the age. While 
they viewed with hatred and fufpicion the Latin 
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pilgrims , the Greek emperors maintained a ftrid, .c h a. P. 
though fecret , alliance with the Turks and Sara- lix. 
ccns. Ifaac Angelus complained, that by his 
friendlhip for the great Saladin he had incurred 
the enmity of the Franks ; and a mofch was 
founded at Conftantinople for the public exercife 
of the religion of Mahomet **. 

III. The f warms that followed the firft crufade, Turkish wa> 
were deftroyed in Anatolia by famine, peftilence, 
and the TurkiQi arrows: and the princes only 
efcaped with fome fquadrons of horfc to accora- 
plifli their lamentable pilgrimage. A juft opinion 
may be formed of their knowledge and humanity; 
t>f their knowledge from the dcfign of fubduing 
Perfia and Chorafan in their way to Jerufalera ; 
of their humanity from the maflacre of the Chrif- 
tian people, a, friendly city, who came out to 
meet them with palms and croffes in their hands. 
The arms of Conrad and Louis were Icfs cruel 
and imprudent; but the event of the (econd cru- 
fade was ftill more ruinous to Chriftendom;-and 
the Greek Manuel is accufed by his own fubjedls / 

of giving feafonable intelligence to the fultan , and 
treacherous guides to the Latin princes. Inftead 
ofcrufhing the common foe, by a double attack 
at tl^e fame time but on, different fides ^ the Ger- 
mans were urged by emulation, and the French 
were retarded by jealoufy. Louis had (carcely 
palled the Bofphorus when he was met by the 
returning emperor, who had loft the greateftpart 
of his army in a. glorious, but unfuccefs/ul , adiou 
on th€ banks o£ the Mgeander. The contrail of 
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CHAP, the pomp of his rival haftcned the retreat of Con- 
iix. rad : the defertion of his independent vaffaJs 
reduced him to hjs hereditary troops; and he 
borrowed feme Greek vcffels to execute by fea 
the pilgrimage of Paleftine. Without ftudying 
the lefTons of experience , or the nature of the 
war, the king of France advanced through the 
feme country to a fimilar fate. The vanguard, 
which bore the royal banner and the oriflamme 
of St Denis *' , had doubled their march with 
raih and inconfiderate fpeed ; and the rear which 
the king commanded in perfon no longer found 
their companions in the evening camp. In dark- 
nefe and diforder they were cncompaffed , affauk- 
edj and overwhelmed, by the innumerable hoft 
, of Turks , who in the art of war were fuperior 
to the Chriftians of the twelfth century. Louis, 
who climbed a tree in the general difcomfiture , 
was faved by his own valour and the ignorance 
of his adverfaries ; and with the dawn of day he 
efcaped alive, but almoft alone to the camp of 
the vanguard. But inftcad of purfuing his expe- 
dition by land , he was rejoiced to (helter the relics 
of his army in the friendly fea-port of Satalia. 
From thence he embarked for Antioch ; but fo 
penurious was the fupply of Greek veffels, that 
they could only afiFord room for his knights and 
nobles , and the plebeian crowd of infantry was 
left to perifh at the foot of the Pamphylian hills. 
The emperor and the king embraced and wept at 
Jerufalem^ their martial trains, the remnant of 
4nighty armies , yfcte joined to the Chriftian 
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powers of Syria , and a fruitlefc fiege of Damafqiis chap. 
Avas the final effort of the fecond crufade. Conrad ux. 
and Louis embarked ifor Europe with the pcrfonal 
fame of piety and courage ; but the Orientals had 
braved thcfe potent monarchs of the Franks, ivith 
"whofe names and military forces they had been fo 
often threatened**. Perhaps they had ftill more 
to fear from the veteran genius of Frederic the 
firft, who in his youth had ferved in Afia under 
his unck Conrad. Forty campaigns in Germany 
and Italy had taught Barbaroffa to command ; and 
his foldiers , even the princes of the empire , were 
accuftomed under his reign to obey. As foon as 
be lod fight of Philadelphia and Laodicea , th^ 
laft cities of the Greek frontier, he plunged iryto 
the fait and barren dcfcrt , a land ( fays the hifto 
tian) of horror and tribulation *'. During twenty- 
days , every ftep of his fainting and fickly marclk 
Avas befieged by the innumerable hords of Turk- 
mans*^, whofe numbers and fury feemed after 
each defeat to multiply and inflaine. The emperor 
continued to ftruggle and to fuifer ; and fuch waf 
the mcafure of his calamities, that when he reachf 
cd the gat^s of Iconium, no more than 0£ie 
thoufand knights were able toferve on horfeback. 
By a fudden and refolute aiTault, he defeated the 
guards, and Aormed tliex:apital of the fultan*'s 
who humbly fued for pardon and peace. The 
road was now open, and Frederic advanced in a 
career of triumph , till he was unfortunately drown« 
cd in a petty torrent of Gihcia*'. The remain* 
4er of his Germans yfsis confumed by fickneis aa4 
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CHAP, dcfcrtion ; and the emperor's fon expired with the 
iix. greatell part of his Swabiaa vaflals at the fiege of 
Acre. Among the Latin heroes , Godfrey of 
\ Bouillon and Frederic Barbarofla could alone at« 
chieve the paffage of the Leffcr Afia ; yet even 
their fucceCs was a warning : and in the laft and 
moft experienced age of the crufades , every na- 
tion preferred the fea to the toils and perils of an 
inland expedition*^. 
Obfttnaey of ' The enthufiafm of the firfl: crufade is a natural 
the enthwu- jmd fimplc cvent , while hope was freih, danger 
cruiades. Untried, and enterprife congenial to the fpirit of 
«the times. But the obftinate perfeverance of £u^ 
rope may indeed excite our pity and admiration ; 
that no inftrudibh (hould have been drawn from 
conftant and adverfe experience; tiiat the fame 
confidence fhould have repeatedly grown from the 
fame failures; that fix fucceeding generations 
fhould have ruflied headlong down the precipice 
that was c^^n before them; and that men of every 
condition fibould have ftaked their public and 
private fortunes, on the defperate adventure of 
poffeffing or recovering a tomb-ftone two thoufand 
miles from their, country. In a period of two 
centuries after the council of Clbrmont , each fpring 
and fummer produced a new emigration of pilgrim 
w^arriors for the defence of the Holy Land; but 
thefeven great armaments or crufades \vcre ex* 
cited by fome impending or redent calamity : the 
nations were moved by the authority of their pon* 
tiffs, and the example of their kings:, their zeai 
^as kindled, and their reafon yraa-filcnced, by 
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the voice of their holy orators ; and among thefe, c H a p* 
Bernard " , the monkj or the faint, may claim the mx:> 
moft honourable place. About eight yealrs before charaaer 
the firft conqueft of Jcrufalera, he was born of l""^^ ^f^^^^^^ 
a noble family in Burgundy ; at the age of three* a. d. 
and-twenty, he buried himfelf in the monaftcry *^*^^"^*' 
of Citeaux, then in the primitive fervour of the 
inftitutlonj at the end of two years he led forth 
her third colony , or daughter , to the valleyx of 
Clairvaux*' in Champagne 5 and was content , till 
the hour oF his death , with the humble ftatioit 
of Abbot of his own community. A philofophic 
age has aboliflied , with too liberal and indifcrim-' 
inate difdain , the honours of thefe fpiritual heroes^ 
The meane(i among them are diflinguiihed by 
fome energies of the mind ; they wer& at leaft 
fuperior to their votaries and difciples ; and , in ' 
the race of fuperftition, they attained the prize 
for which fuch numbers contended. In fpeech, 
in writing, in adion , Bernard flood high above 
his rivals and contemporaries ; his compofitions 
arc not devoid of wit and eloquence ; and he 
fecms to have prefervcd as much reafon and hu- 
manity as may be reconciled with the charadler of 
a faint. In a fecular life , he would have fhared 
the feventh part of a private inheritance ; by a 
vow of poverty and penance , by clbfing his eyes 
againft the vifible world'*, by the refufal of all 
ccclefiaftical dignities , the abbot of Cletirvaiix 
became the oracle of Europe , and the founder of 
one hundred and fixty convents. Princes and 
pontiffs trembled .at the freedom of his apollolical 
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CHAP, ccnfurcs : France , England , and Milan , confulted 
l*IX« ^^^ obeyed his judgment in afchifm of the church : 
the debt was repaid by the gratitude of Innocent 
the fecond ; and his fucceCTor Eugrnius the third 
\^as the friend and difciple of the holy Bernard. 
It was in the proclamation of the fecond cru£stde 
that he (hone as the miffionary and prophet of 
Qodf who called the nations to the defence of 
his holy fepulchre ". At the parliament of Vczelay. 
be fpoke before the king ; and Louis the feventh , 
with his nobles , received their croffes from his 
hand. The abbot of Clairvaux then marched to 
the lefs cafy conqucft of the emperor Conrad : a 
phlegmatic people , ignorant of his language , was 
tranfpbrted by the pathetic vehemence of his tone 
and geftures ; and his progrefs , from Conftance to 
> Cologne, was the triumph of eloquence and zeal. 
Bernard applauds his own fuccefs in the depopu- 
lation of Europe; affirms that cities and calHes 
were emptied of their inhabitants ; and computes ^ 
that only one man was left behind for the confo<» 
lation of feven widows '*. The blind fanatics were 
defirous of eleding him foir their general ; but the 
example of the hermit Peter was before his eyes; 
and while he aflured the Crufaders of the divine 
favour, he prudently declined a military command, 
in which failure and vidory would have been 
almoft equally difgracef ul to his charadler". Yet, 
after the calamitous event, the abbot of Clairvaux 
was. loudly accufed as a falfe prophet , the author 
tot the public and private mourning; his enemies 
exulted, his itrieuds blufibiedi and his apology 

wa$ 
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Was flow Und ixtihtki^dory; Hd juftifies hig obe^ tUiP. 
flience to the comcnands of the pope; ejspadate^ ii^< 
ba the myftehous \^ays of providence ; imputes 
the misfortiiaes df the pilgrims to their ,dwn 
fiiis; and liickleftly infiniiates j that hid miflioii 
had been apprdved by figtis and wonders**. Had 
the latl been certain i the argument Wottld be 
decifive J and his faithful difciples , whd enumerate 
twenty di* thirty miracles in* a day^ appeal td 
the public 'affcmWes of Frarice and Germany , 
in which they were performed ". At theprefent 
' hour, fuch prodigies will not obtain credit be^ 
)rond the precin As of Clairvaux ; but in the pfctetk 
natural cures of the blind ^ the lame, and rbe fick,' 
i«rho were prefeftted to the man* of God, it is 
impoITible for us to afcertain the feparate Ibare* 
df accident , df fancy, of impofture, and of fidtioii? 

Omnipotence itfelf cannot efcape the mUtmurs Kofrreft^^ 
of its difcordant votaries J fmce the f^me difpen- ^I''^ *****^ 
iatidn trhjch iiras applauded as a ' deliVei'ance in , ^ 
Burope, was deplo<"ed, aud per-haps arraigned, 
as a calamity in Afia. -After the lofs df Jefufalera^ 
the Syrian fugitives diffufed their corifternatidn 
•and forroW: Balgdad mditriied iii the duftj the 
cadhi Zeindddiri of Daimafcus tore bis beard in 
the caliph's preience; aind the wbdle divzEn flted 
tears at his melancholy tale '*. But the coni- 
hianders df the faithful could only weep; they 
•Were themfelves captives in the hands of tte 
Turks j fdtne temporal pov^er was feftored to the 
laft age of the Abbaffldes ; but their humble ani- 
bitidn Was cdnBned to Bagdad ahd the adjaceotr 
Vob. X. Z 
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cHAPr provmee. Their tyrant^, the Seljukian fultans^ 
^ix> had followed the common law o£ the . Afiatic 
dynafties, the unceafiog round of valour, greats 
nefs^ difcord, degeneracy, and decay; their, 
fpirit and power were unequal. to* Itht; defence of 
religion; and^ in his diftant realm of Ferfia, the 
Chriftians were ftrangers to the name, and the 
arms of Sangiar, the Jaft hero of his race". 
Th« Attbeiis While the fultans were involved in. the filken 
of Syria. y^^j^ ^f the.haram^ the pious itaft was under- 
Jaken by their flaves, the Atabeks ■*; a>Turkiih 
iiamCy' which, like. the Byzantine patricidns, may 
be tranflat^d by Father of the Prince. Afcanfar, 
avahant Turk^ had been the f^jvouiite of IVlalek 
Shaw, from .\yhoj9fi he received the privilege of 
ftanding on the right-hand of the throne; but, 
in the civil wars that enfued on thp. mop^ch's 
d^ath, he loft his head and the .gove^ianent of 
z^ngfij, Aleppo. His /domeftiq emirs p^fevercd in their 
J ytlu4s ^^tachmcnt to his.fpn Zenghi, whoffroved his 
' firft arms againft the Franks jinj the-d^f^at of 

Antioch : thirty campaigns .in the fervice of the 
.caliph and fultan qllabliQied his n|ililigiry fame; 
and he was invefted.with thejcommaod of Mo- 
Xul, as the oiily) jchanipion that could. avenge the 
caufe of the !p^p|>he,t.? 'Th^ public v|pQp4:was not 
difappointed :| after a fiege of twenty- 'five days, 
he, ftormed tl?e, city of EdeiFft ,. /andc^ recovered 
frpm the Fra^nks their conquefts. b^ondthe Eu- 
phrates '*: tl)e j»ar<i^l tribes of Cufdiftan .were 
fubdued by che^ir\d^pendent Ibverqiga of Moful 
and Aleppo :;^hi,s fpldiers j^eie taught to behold 
the camp- as their onfy country; they trufted to 
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bis liberality for their re^^rWs/and their abfcnt c h a p. 

fiamilies were'prqteded by the vigilance of Zenghi. '£jj^^ 

At. the head ofitbtfc veterans r his fon Nourcd-' 

din gradually united the , Mahometsrri powers ; Nouredaln, 

added the kingdom of Damafcus to th-^t of Alep- , a. p. 

po, and waged 'a lorig and fuccefsful ^^ar jJgainft " .^ ^*' 

the Chriftians pf Syria ; he fpi^eari his ahipl^ ^ 

reign from the Tigris to the Nile , and . the. 

Abbafliides rewarded their faithful fervtint with 

all the titles and J ^prerogatives of royalty. The 

Latins theitirelves- X^ete compelled to own the 

wifdom and courage, and even the juftice and . 

piety of this implacable adverfary *\ In his life ^ 

and government, V the holy^ 'warrior i*evived th^ 

zeal arid fimpiiGity 6f the fifft cahphs. Gold ^ucf 

filk were batiifteld from his palace; tfie'ufe of 

wine from hfa ddminidns; the public^ Revenue w'dd 

fcrupuloufly applied to the public fervice; arid 

the* frugal houfchold of Ndureddin Was maim 

tained from his legitimate fltare of the fpoil'whicH 

be vetted in th^ purchafe of a private cftatV. 

His favourite Sultana fighed for. J6me femalA 

objcd of expie'nce. "Alas/' replied "the kin^, 

-" I fear God, and am no more than the treafuret 

« of the Moflems. Their pi'operty I Cannot alien- 

^ ate; but I ftill poffefs three fhopsin the city 

^ of He6fis : thejfe you may take j and thefc 

•* alone can- I beftow. " Hi$ chamber of juftice 

was the terror of the great and the fefuge df 

the poor. Some years after the fultan's death*, 

an oppreffed fubjedi called abud in the ftreets df 

Damafcus^ "O N«<^r«ddiri, NoHrcddin,* iyhcrfc 
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tHJLT. " art thou now? A rife, arife, to pity and pto- 
Lix ^^ tcA us ! " A tumult was apprehended , and 
a living tyrant blwfhed or trembled at the naoie 
of a departed monarch. 
Conquers of By the arm$ of the Turks and Franks , the 
T^^}^y *** Fatimites ijad been deprived of Syria. In Egypt, 
A. o. the decay of their charader and influence was 
no—iicf. flyi j^Qj.g effemial- Yet they were ftill revered 
^s the defcendants and fucceffors of the prophet; 
they maintained their invifible ftate in the palace 
of Cairo; and their perfon was feldom violated 
by the profane eyes of fubje^ or ftrangers. The 
Latin arobaffadoFS *' have defcpibed : their own 
intrpdudtion through a ferie3 of gloomy paflfages, 
and glittering porticoes : the fcene was enlivened 
by the warbling of birds anid the murmur of 
fountains ; it. was enriched by a difplay of rich 
furniture » and rare animah; of the Imperial trea- 
fbreSy fomething was fbewn, and much was fup- 
pofed f and the long order of unfolding doors 
was guarded by black foldiers and domeftic 
eunuchs. The fanx^uary of the prefence chamber 
was veiled with a curtain; and the vizir « who 
conduded the ambafladors, laid afide his fcyme- 
tar, and proflrated himfelf three times on the 
ground; the veil was then removed; and they 
beheld the commander of the faithful , who 
figniBed his pleafure to the fird flave of the 
throne. But this Have was his^mailer : the vizirs 
or fultans had ufurped the liipreme adminiftration 
of Egypt; the claims of the rival candidates were 
decided by arms ; and the name of the moft 
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vrotthy , of the ftrongeft , was infcrted in the c H A !»• 
royal patent of comriiandl The fadlions of .lix. 
D^rgham and Shawer alternately expelled each 
other from the capital and country ; and the 
weaker fide implored the dangerous protedion 
of the fultan of Damafcus or the Idrtg of Jerufa- 
lem , the perpetual enemies of thd fexSl and mo- 
narchy of the Fatimites. By hisi ari!ns\and reli- 
gion , the Turk wa5 moll formidable'; but the 
Frank, in an estfy dired march, c6uld advance 
from Gaza to the Nile; while the intermediate 
fituation of his realm compelled the troops of 
Noureddin to wheel round the fldrts of Arabia, 
a long and painful circuit, which expofed them 
to tjiirft, fatigue, and the burning winds of the 
defert. The fecret zeal and ambition of the 
Turkifti prince afpirfed to reign in Egypt under 
the name of the Abbaffides; but the reftoration 
of the fuppliant Shawer was the oftenfible motive 
of the* firft expedition; and the fuccefs was en- 
trufted to the ertiir Shiracouh , ^ valiant and 
veteran commander. Dargham was oppreffed and 
flain; but the ingratitude, the jealoufy, the juft 
apprchenfions , of his tnore fortunate rival, foon 
provoked him to invite the king of Jerufalem 
to deliver Egypt from his infolent benefadors. 
To this union, the forces of Shiracouh were un- 
equal; he relinqui/h^ the premature conqueft; 
and the evacuation of Belbeis or Pclufium was 
the condition of his fafc retreat. As the Turks 
defiled before the enemy, and their general clofed 
the rear, with a vigilant eye, and a battle-axe 

Z3 
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CHAP, 'in his band; a Frank prcfumed to .alk him if he 
lix. were not afraid of an attack? " It is doubtlefs 
" in your power to begin th* attack," replied 
the intrepid ^pfiiri " but reft affured , that not 
" one of my foldiers \viH go to paradife till he 
^' has fen t .ao infidel to hell." HiSv report of the 
riches of the land , the efifeminacy of the natives, 
^nd the 4iforders of the government , revived 
the hopes of ;Npur|»ddin; the caliph of Bagdad 
applauded the pious defigri; and Shiracouh dc- 
fcended into Egypt a fecond time with twelve 
thoufand Turks and eleven thoufarid Arabs. Yet 
jfiis forces, wefc ftill inferior to the confederate 
armies of the Franks and Sclracens ; and I can 
difcern an unufual .degree of military art, ip hi> 
paffage of the Nile, his retreat into Theb^is,^ hi» 
mafterly evolutions in the battle of Babain, the 
furprife of Aks^andria , and his marches and 
counter-marches in the flats and valley of Egypt, 
from the tropic %q the fea. His copducjl was 
feconded by the courage of bis troop's, and on 
the eve of aftion a Mamaluke ** exclaimed, " If 
^' we cannot wreft Egypt fromi the Chriftian 
f' dogs , why do we not renounce the honours 
*' and rewards of the fultan, and retire to labour 
*' with, the pcafatits, pr to fpin with the females 
5* of the haram? " Yet, after^ all his efforts in 
the field *', after the obftlliate defence of Alex- 
andria ** by hi^ nephew Saladin, an honourable 
capitulation and retreat coAcluded the fecond 
f nterprife of Shiracouh ; and Noureddin referved 
' - Jiis abilities fof a third and moPe propitious 
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occafion. It was foon offered by the ambition and c h a K 
avarice of Amalric or Amaury, king of Jerufa* Lix. 
km, who had imbibed the pernicious maxim, 
that no faith fhould be kept with the enemies 
of God. A religious warrior, the great mafter 
of the hofpital, encouraged him to proceed; the 
emperor of Conftantinople, either gave, or pro* 
mifed , a fleet to adl with the armies of Syria; 
and the perfidious Chrifiian , unfatisficd with 
fpoiland fubfidy, afpired to the- conqueft of' 
Egypt. In this emergency, the Moflems turned 
their eyes towards th^fultan of D^mafcus; the 
vizir, whom danger encofaspafled on all fides, 
yielded to their unanimous wiflies, and Noured- 
din feemed to be tempted by the fair offer of 
one third of the. revenue of the kingdom. The 
Franks were already at the gates of Cairo; bui 
the fuburbs, the old city, were burnt on their 
approach ; .they were deceived by an infidious 
negociation ; and their vcffcls were unable to 
furmount the barriers of the Nile. They pru- 
dently declined a conteft with the Turks, in the 
midft of an hoftile country; and Amaury jretiredt 
into Paleftine, with the flbarae and reproach that 
always adhere to unfuccefsfut injuftice. After this 
deliverance , Sbiracouh was iavefted with a robe 
of honour, which he foon ftained with the bjood 
of thie unfortunate Shawec For a while , the 
Turkifh emirs condefcended to hold the offiqe of 
vizir; but this foreign conqueft^ precipitated th'e 
fall of the Fatimites themfelves ; and the blood- 
lefs change was. accompUfljed by a njeffage and 

Z4 



V ^44 THP DECLINE AND FALJ. 

€1 jl A p. a word. The calipbs bad been degraded by thci? 
IiI:k» 0>vn vreaknefs and the tyranny of (he vizirs: 
their fubjeds bluihed, when t)ie defcepdant and 
fiicctc(for of the prophet prefepted his naked hand 
to the nide gripe of a Latin ambaflado^; they 
^ept when he fept the hair of his women, a fad 
enoblein of their grief and terror, to excite the 
Una of tbc P^ ^' ^^ fultan of Damafcqs. By the command 
TatimUe car of Nowrcddin , and the fentence of the dodlors, 
if*©! 1171. *^^ ^^y '^^inaes of Abubckcr, Omar, and Othman, 
were folen^nly ref^ored: thecaJiphMofthadi, of 
Bagdad , was acknowledged iii the public prayer^ 
<as the true corptn^nder of the faithful ; and the 
green livery of the fons of AH was exchanged 
lor the black colour of the Abba(fides. The laft 
of his race, the caliph Adhed, v^ho furvived 
pnly ten days, e3(pired in happy ignorance of hi^ 
fetei his treafures fecured the loyalty of the fol* 
fliers and fileoced the murmurs of the fedlaries ; 
and in ail fubfequent revolutions , Egypt hasf 
never d^p^i'ted from the orthodox tradition of 
the Moflems *'. 
jieign'aria The hilly country beyond the Tigris is occu? 

sSfn? '^ Pi^d ^y the paftoral tribes' of the Curds *' : a peo- 
A. D. pie hafdy , ftrong, favage, impatient of the yoke, 
1171— 1IS3. aJcli(Jied to rapipe , and tenacious of the govern- 
ment of their national chiefs. The refemblance 
of name, fituation, and manners, feem to identify 
them with the Carduchians of the Greeks*'; and 
they ftill defend againft the Ottoman Porte the 
antique freedom which they aflerted againft the 
fucceflbrs of Cyrus* Poverty and ambition prompted 
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theiti to embrace the pr^fcHion of merienary CHkis, 
foldiers : the fervice df his Cather and uncle pre- wx. 
pared ^the reign of nhe great Saladin y ; and the 
£on of job or Ayub, a fimple Curd, magnanimoufly 
fmiled at his pedigree ^ which flattery deduced 
'from the Arabian caliphs **. So unconfcious was 
•Noureddin of the impending ruin of his • houfe ^ 
th4t he conftrained the reludant youth to follow 
his uncle Sfliracouh into Egypt: his military cha* 
ra<fler was eftabliihed by the defence of Alex- 
andria; ai^ if vre may believe the Latins, he fo- 
Jicited^and obtained from the Chriftian general 
the profane honours of knighthood '*. On the 
death of Shiracouh , the office of grand vizir was ' 
^bellowed on Saladin , as the youngeft and leaft 
pbwerful of the emifs; but with the advice of 
his father, whom he invited to Cairo, his genius 
obtained the afcendant over his equals, and at- 
tached the army to his perfon and intereft. While 
Noureddin lived; thefe ambitious Curds were the 
Kioft humble of his (laves; and the indifcreet 
murmiirs of the divan were fiienced by the pru- 
4dent Ayub, v^ho loudly pfotefted that at the 
command of the fultan he himfelf would lead, 
liis fqn in chains to the foot of the dirone. ^^ Such 
^'language,'' he added in private, "was prudent 
"and proper in an affembly of your rivals; but 
*' we are now abdve fear and obedience; .and 
^ the threats of Noureddin (hall not extort the 
^* tribute of a fugar-cane." His feafonable death 
relieved them from the odious and doubtful con- 
jBid; hi? Con, a minor of clevcri years of agej 
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CHAP, was left for a while to the emirs of Daraafcus; 
iix. and the new lord of Egypt was decorated by the 
caliph with every title *' that could fandify his 
ufurpation in the eyes of the people. Nor was 
Saladin long content with the pofTeffion of Egypt; 
he defpoiled the Chriftian^ of Jerufalem , and the 
Atabeks of Damafcus, Aleppo, and Diarbekir: 
V Mecca and Medina acknowledged him for their 
temporal protedlor: his brother fubaued the dit 
tant regions of Yemen, or the happy Arabia; 
* and at the hour of his death, his empire was 
fpread from the African Tripoli to the Tigris, and 
fiom the Indian ocean to the mountains of Arme- 
nia. In the judgment of his character, the re- 
proaches of treafon and ingratitude ftrike forcibly 
on our minds, imprefled , 4s they are, with the 
principle and experience of law and loyalty. But 
his ambition may in fome meafure be excufed by 
the revolutions of Afia'*, which had erafed every 
notion of legitimate fucceflSon ; by the recent 
example of the Atabeks themfelves; by his re- 
verence to the fon of his benefador , his humane 
and generous behaviour to the collateral branches ; 
. by their incapacity and his merit ; by the appro- 
bation of the caliph , the fole fource of all legi- 
timate power; and, above all, by the wifhes and 
intereft of the people , whofe happinef» is the 
firft objedl of government. In his virtues, and 
in thofe of his patron, they admired the (ingular 
union of the hero and the fi^int; for both Noured- 
din and Saladin ate ranked among the Mahomet- 
an faints 5 and the conftant meditation of the 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 847 

holy war appears to have (bed a ferious and fobe? c ft a p. 
colour over their lives and adliojns. The youth tix., 
of the latter " was addided to wine and women; 
but his afpiring fpirit foon renounced the tempta- 
tions of pleafure,^ for the graver folJies of fame 
and dominion : the garment of Saladin was a coarfe 
woollen; \yater was his only drink; and, while 
he emulated the temperance , he furpaffed the 
cbaftity, of his Arabian prophet. Both in faith 
and pradice he was a rigid Mufulman; he ever 
deplored that the defence of religion had not al-^ 
lowed him to accomplifh the pilgrimage of Mecca; 
but at the ftatcd hours, five times each day, the 
fultan devoutly prayed with his brethren: the in- 
voluntary oraiffion of fading was fcrupuloufly 
repaid; and his perufal of the Koran, on horfe- 
back between the approaching armies, may be 
quoted as a proof, however oftentatious , of piety 
and courage /^ The fuperftitious dodrine of the 
fed of Shafei was the only ftudy that he deigned 
to encourage : the poets were fafe in his con- 
tempt; bpt all profane fcience was the objcd of 
his averfion; and a philofopher, who had vented 
fome fpeciilativc novelties, was feized and ftrang- 
led by the command of the royal faint The 
juftice of his divan was acceflible to the meaneft 
fuppliant againft himfelf and his minifters; and it 
was only for a kingdom that Saladin would de- 
viate from the rule' of equity. While the defcend- 
ants of Seljuk and Zcnghi held his ftirrup and 
fmooihed his garments, he was affable and patient 
with tb^ meaneft of his fervatits. So boundlefs 
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CHAP, was bis liberality , that be diftributed twelve 
j-ix. thoufand horfes at the ficge of Acre ; and , at the 
, time of his death , no more than forty-feven drams 

of filver and one piece of gold coin were found 
in the trcafury; yet in a martial reign, the tri- 
butes were diminiibed, and the wealthy citizens 
enjoyed without fear or danger the fruits of their 
induftry. Egypt ^ Syria , and Arabia / were 
adorned by the royal foundations of hofpitals, 
colleges, and mofchs; and Cairo was fortified 
with a wall and citadel ; but his works were con- 
fecrated to public ufe " , nor did the fultan indulge 
, himfelf in a garden or palace of private luxuty. 

In a fanatic age, himfelf a fanatic, the genuine vir« 
tues of Saladin commanded the efteem of the Chrif- 
tians : the emperor of Germany gloried in his friend- 
Clip '* : the Greek emperor folicited his alliance ''; 
and the conqueft of Jerufalem diffufed , and perhaps 
magnified , his fame both in the Eaft and Well. 
His cdnqueft Duriqg its ihort exiilence , the kingdom of Je- 
^f the king- nifalem *' was fupportcd by the difcord of the 
a°"d. ti87. Turks and Saracens ; and both the Fatimite caliphs 
^«ty3f ind the fultans of Damafcus were tempted^ to 

facrifice the caufe of their religion to the meaner 
coiifiderations of private and prefent advantage. 
^ But tlrtv powers of Egypt , Syria , and Arabia , 
were now united by an hero , whom nature and 
fortune had armed againft the Chriftians. ,A1I 
without , now bore the moft threatening afped ; 
and all was feeble and hollow in the internal ftate 
of Jerufalem. After the two iirft Baldwins, the 
brother and coufm of Godfrey of Bouillon , the 
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Iccptre devolved by female fucceffioh to Meli- c h a pj 
fenda , daughter of the fecond Baldwin , and her ux« 
hulband Folk, count of Anjou, the father ,x by a 
former marriage , of our Engliih Plantagenets^ 
Their two fons, Baldwin the third and Araaury , 
Vaged a ftrenuous , and not] unfuccefsful , war 
againft the infidels ; but the fon of Amaury, 
Baldwin the fourth , was deprived , by the leprofy , 
^ gift of the crufades, of the faculties both of 
mind and body. His filler SybSlla , the mother of 
Baldwin the fifth , was his natural heirefs : after 
the fufpicious death of her child, Ihe crowned 
her, fecond hufband, Guy of Lufignan, a prince 
pf a handfome perfon , but offuch bafe renown, 
that his own brother Jeffrey was heard to exclaim.^ 
* Since they have made him a king, furely they 
^ would have made mc a god!" The choice was 
generally blamed , and the moft powerful vaffal-, 
Raymond count of Tripoli , who had been exs- 
cinded from the fucceffion and regency, enter- 
tained an implacable hatred againft the king, and 
expofed bis honour and confcience to the tempta^ 
tions of the fultan. Such were the guardians of 
the holy city; a leper, a child ^ a woman v a 
coward , and a traitor : yet its fate was delayed 
twelve years by fome fupplies from Europe, by 
the valour pf the military orders, and by tber 
diftant or domeftic avocations of their great ene- 
my. At length, on every *fide the finking ftate 
was encircled and prcffed by an hoftile line; and 
the truce was violated by the Franks, whofe 
cxiftcnce it proteded. A foldier of fortune, Regi- 
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• HAP. nald of Chatillon, bad feized a fortrcfs on the^ 
Lix. edge of the defert, from whence he pillaged the 
caravans , infulted Mahomet , and threatened 'the 
cities of Mecca and Medina. Saladin condefcended 
to complain ; rejoiced in the denial of juftice ; and 
at the head of fourfcorc thoufand horfe and foot,' 
invaded the Holy Land. The choice of Tiberias 
for his firft fiege \ras fuggefted by the count of 
Tripoli, to whom it belonged ; and the king of 
Jerufalem was perfuaded to drain his garrifons, 
and to arm his people, for the relief of that im- 
portant place ". By the advice of the pcrfididti'i 
Raymond , the Chriftians were betrayed into a 
camp deftitutc of water: he fled on the firft onfet 
with the curfes of both nations *': Luflgnan Was 
overthrown with the lofs 6f thirty thoufand men; 
and the "wood of the true crofs, a diromisfottune ! 
rwas left in the power of the infidels. The royail 
captive Was conduded to the teni of Saladin; att4 
a$ he fainted with thirft and terror , the generous 
vidor prcfented him with a cup of JDherbet cooled 
infnoW, without fuffering his companion, Regi- 
nald of Chatillon , to partake of this pledge of 
hofpitality and pardon. " The perfbn and dignity 
" of a king,",faid thefultaii , " arefacred; but this 
•' impious robbef mtift inftantly acknowledge th* 
^* prophet, whom he has blafphemed, or meet 
•* the death which he has fo often deferved. " 
On the proud or confcientious refufal of the 
Chriftian warrior j Saladin ftruck him on the head 
^with his fcymetar , and Reginald Was'difpatched by 
the guards '\ The trembling- Lufignan was fern 
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to D^mafcus to ati hbn^urable prifon and fpeedy chap. 
ranfom i but the vidory was ftaincd by the exc- lix« 
cution of two hundred asid thirty knights of tho 
hofpital , the intrepid champions and martyrs of 
^heir faith. The kingdom was left without a head j 
and of the two grand mafters of the military or- 
ders , the one was flain and the other was a pri- 
foner. From all tlie cities, both of the fea-coaft and 
the inland country , the garrifons had been drawn 
away for this fatal field ; Tyre and Tripoli alone 
could efcape the rapid inroad of Saladin ; and three 
months after the battle of Tiberias he appeared 
in arms before the gates of Jerufalcm **. 

He might exp|d, that the. fiege of a city, fd and city ^ 
ycnerable on earth and in heaven, fo interefting "jl^™^*^^*!^^ 
tO.£urope and Afia, would rekindle the laft fparks oaobec a. ' 
of enthufiafm ; and that , of fixty thousand 
Chriftians, ev^ry man would be a foldier, and 
every foldier a candidate. for martyrdom. But 
quecii Sybilla trembled for herfclf and her captive 
hulband; and the barons and knights, who bad 
cfcaped.from the fword and chaiiis of the Turks, ; 

difplayed the fame fadious and felfiffa fpirit in the 
public ruin. Tlic moft numerous portion qf the^ 
inhabitants was compp£ed of the Greek and Orien- 
tal Chriftians, whom experience had taught to 
prefer tlie Mahometan befoifc the Latin yoke"; 
and the holy fepulcbrd attraded a bafe and needy 
crowd, without arms or courage, who fubfifted 
only on' the charity of the pilgrims. Some feeble 
and hafty efforts were made for the defence of 
Jeruialem; but in the fpace of fourteen days, a 
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GHAP. vidouotis array drove back the fallie^ of the* 
Lix. bcfieged, planted their engines j opened the wall 
to the breadth of fifteen cubits , applied their 
fcaling- ladders j and eredled on the breach twelve 
banners of the; prophet and tbe fultan. It was in 
vain th'diH a bare-foot proceffion of the queen , the 
* women, and the monks, implored the Son of 
God to fave his tomb and bis inheritance from 
impious violation. Tlieir folc hope was in the' 
mercy of the conqueror , and to the firft fuppliant 
deputation ^hat mercy was fternly denied. " He 
^* had fwom to avenge the^ patience and long^ 
" fuflfering of the Moflems ; the hour of forgive* 
^ *' ncfs was elapfed, and the mpment was noW 

^^ arrived to expiate in blood, the innoceilt bloody 
" which ^ad been fpilt by Godfrey and die firft 
" crufaders 'w But a defperate and fuccefsful ftf uggle 
of the. Franks admonifhed the fultan that his 
triumph was not yet fecure; he liftcned with 
reverence to a folemn adjuration in the name of 
the common father of mankind ; and a fentiitient 
of human fympathy mollified the rigour of fanai- 
ticifm and conqueft. He confented to accept the 
city, and to fpare the inhabitants^ The Gr^k 
and Oriental Chriftians were permitted to live 
under his dominion ; but it was ftipulated , that 
in forty days all the Franks and Latins fbould 
evacuate Jerufalem , and be fafely coridoiacd to 
the fea-ports of Syria and Egypt; that ten pieces 
of gold fhould be paid for each man, five foi:' 
each woman, and one for every child; knd that 
thofe who were unable to purchafc their freedom 

fiiouid 
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flibuld be detained in perpetual flavcry. Of forae chap* 
writers it is a favourite and invidious theme to ux* 
compare the humanity of Saladin with the maffa-* 
ere of the firft crufade. The difference would be 
merely perfonal,; but we fhould not forget that 
the Chfifbians had offered to capitulate , and that 
the Mahometans of Jerufalem fuftained the laft 
extremities of an affault and ftorm. Juftice is 
indeed due to the fidelity with which the Turkifh 
conqueror fulfilled the conditions of the treaty; 
and he may be. defervedly praifed for the glance 
of pity which he caft on the mifery of the vjiqi 
quiflied. Inftead of a rigorous exadtion of hit 
debt > he accepted a Turn of thirty thoufand by*^ 
zants, for the ranfom of feyen thoufand poor; 
two or three thoufand more were difmiffed by 
his gratuitous clemency ; and the number of ftave$r 
was reduced to eleven or fourteen thoufand per- 
fons. In his interview with the queen, hiswotdj, 
and even his tears, fuggefted the kindeft confo* 
lations; his liberal alms were diftributed among 
thofe who had been made orphans or widows by 
the fortune of war ; and \Vhile the knights of the 
hofpital were in arms againft him , he allowed 
their more pious brethren to continue ^ during 
the term of a year, the care and fervice of the ' 
fick. In thefc ads of mercy the virtue of Saladin 
deferves our admiration and love : he was above 
the neceffity of diffimulation ^ and his ftcrn fana- 
ticifm would have prompted him to diffembje, 
rather than to affcdk , this profane compaffion for 
the enemies Qf the ,Korah« After Jerufalem had 
Yof.. X. A * 
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CHAP, been delivered from the prefence of the ftrangerj?, 
xix^ the fukan made his triumphant entry , his ban« 
ners waving in the wind and to. the iiarmony of 
« inartial mnfic. The great mofch of Omar , which 
had been converted into a church, was agaia 
confecrated to one God and his prophet 'Mahomet ; 
the walls and pavement wtrc purified with rofc 
water; and a pulpit, the labour of Noureddin^ 
wasereded in the fanftuary. But when the golden 
cro& that glittered on the dome was caft down , 
and dragged through the flreets, the Chridians 
of every fed uttered a lainentable groan, which 
was anfwered by the joyful ihouts of the Moflems. 
In four ivory chefts the patriarch had colleded 
the croffes, the images, thcvafcs, and the relics, 
of the holy place : they were feized by the conque- 
ror, who was (lefirous of prefenting the caliph with 
the trophies of Chriftian idolatry* He was per- 
lidded however to entruft them to the patriarch 
and prince ofAntiocb; and the pious pledge was 
redeemed by Richard of England , at the cxpencc 
of fifty-two thoufand byzants of gold **. 
The thira The nations might fear and hope the immediate 

«rufade,by ^^j fl^^j expulfion of the Latins from Syria;. 
a.'d. II88. which was yet delayed abov*c a century after the 
death of Saladin *\ In the career of vidory, hc^ 
was firft checked by the refiftancc of Tyre j the 
troops and garrifons , which had capitulated , 
were imprudently conduded to the fame port : 
their numbers were adequate to the defence of 
the place ; and £he arrival of Conrad of Mont* 
fecrat infyired the diforderly cro^^d \v^ith coofidence 
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and union* His father, a venerable pilgritii j had «d tt A P» 

been made prifoner in the battle of Tiberias; but U3K-. 

that difafter was unknown in Italy and Greece 

•when the fon was arged by ambition and piet^ 

to vifit the inheritance of his royal nephew , tht 

infant Baldwin. The view of the Turkilh banners 

warned hiiti from the hoftHe coaft of Jaffa ; and 

Xllonrad was unanimoufly hailed as the prince and 

champion of Tyre , ^^<^h was already befieged 

by the conqueror of Mufalem; The firmne& of 

his zeal , and perhaps his knowledge of a generous 

ioe, enabled hiin to brave the threats of the fultan, 

4ind to declare , that (bould his aged parent bt 

Jfexpofed before the walls , he bimfelf Would dit 

:charge the firft afrow , arid glory in his defcent 

•from a Chriftian martyr ". The Egyptian fleet 

-Was allowed to enter the harbour of Tyre; but 

4:he chain was fuddenly drawn , and five gallie* 

were eithef fUnk or taken : a thoufand Turks 

were flairt' in a fally ; and Saladin , after burning 

his engines ^ concluded a glorious campaign by 

a di^racefol retreat to Damafcus* He was fooA 

affallcd by a more formidable tempeft. Th6^ 

pathetic narratives , and even the pitftures ; that 

r^prefented in lively colours the fervitude and 

4^rofattation of Jefufalem , awakened the torpid 

fenfibility: of Europe : the empetof , Frederic 

Barbarofia^ and the kings of France and England, 

affumed the crofs; and the tardy magnitiidi of 

their armaments was anticipateld by the maritime 

dates, of the Mediterranean and the Ociean. The 

Skilful and provident Italians firft embarked ii) 

A a ^ 
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H A P, the fhips of Genoa ^ Pifa , and Venice. They 
Iix. were fpeedily followed by the moft eager pilgrinos 
6f France, Normandy, and the Weflcrn Ifles. 
The jpowerful fuccour of Flanders « Frife, and 
^Denmark, filled near an hundred vefii^s; and the 
northern warriors were diftinguifhed in the field 
by a lofty (Mature and a ponderous battle*axe *'. 
Their encreafing multitudes could no longer be 
confined within the wal^ of Tyre 4 or remaia 
obedient to the voice c^X!2onrad. They piiied 
the misfortunes, and revered the dignity, of 
Lufignan, who was releafed from prifon, perhaps^ 
to divide the army of the Franks. He propofed 
the recovery of Ptolemais , or Acre , thirty miles 
to the fouth of Tyre ; and tly place was firft 
invefted by two thoufand horfe and thirty thou*- 
fand foot under his nominal command. I ihaU 
not expatiate on the doty of this memorable 
fiege; which lafted near two years ^ and confum^ 
td, in a narrow fpace^ the forces of Europe 
sie^e •t and Afia. Never did the' flame of enthufiafin 
Acre, , i)|irn with fiercer and more dcftrudive raze : nor 

Ml D 'It89 o ' 

jn\j— ' could the true believers , a common appellation , 
A. a ii9t,* who confecrated their own martyrs, refufe fome 
applaufe to the miftaken zeal and courage of their 
adverfaries. At the found t>iF the holy trumpet, 
the Moflems of Egypt , Syria j Arabia , and the 
Oriental provinces , aflembled under thejervant 
of the prophet ** : his camp was pitched and 
removed within a few miles of Acre ; and he 
laboured , night and day , for the relief of his 
brethren and the ^nnoyaoce of the Franks. Nin« 
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battles , net unworthy of the name^ were fought c h i W 
in the neighbourhood ^ of mount Cafincl, with to. 
fuch viciflitudc of fortune ^ that in o?ne attack , 
the fultan forced his way into thei city ; that in 
one fally y the Chriftians penetrated to the royal 
tent By .the means of .divers and' pigeons, a 
regular correfpondence was maintained with the 
!?efieged : and., as often As the feji was left open ; 
the exhauftcj garrifon was withdrawn , . and a 
freih fupply was poured into the place. The 
Latin camp ;was thinned by famine, the fword, 
and the climate; but the tents of the dead were 
repleniflied with new pilgrims , who exaggerated 
the ftrength and fpeed of th^ir approaching coun- 
trymen. The vulgar was ^iloniflbed by the report, 
tiiat .the pppt himfelf., with an innumerabld 
cruladfcv 'Sv^$ advanced as far as Conftantindple; 
The march of the Emperor fined the Eaft with' 
more feirious alarms r the obftacles which be en- 
counfeced in Afia, and perhaps in Greece, Were 
i^ifed by the policy of Saladin; his joy on the 
death .of JSarharoffa was meafured by his efteem ; 
and the Chriftians were rather difraayed than 
encouraged at the fight of the duke of Swabia 
and his way-worn remnant of five thoufand 
Germans. At length, in the fpring of the fecond 
year , the royal fleets of France and England caft 
anchor in the bay of Acre, and the fiege was 
more vigoroufly profecuted by the youthful emu- 
lation of the two kings , Philip Auguftus and 
Richard Plantagenet. After every refource had 
been tried , and every hope was exhaufted , the 

A a 3 
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CHAP, defenders o£ Acre fubmitted to their fate; a capi-* 

tl^. tulatioQ was granted , but their lives and liberties 

%ycre taxed at the hajd conditions of a ranfom 

of two bpadred tboiifand pieces of gold , the 

dcKverance of one hundred nobles and fifteen 

hundred inferior captives, and the rcftoration of 

the wood of the holy crofs. Some doubts in the 

agreement , and fome delay in the execution , 

rekindled the fury of the Franks , and three thou- 

fand Moflems , almoft in the fuJtaoJs view , were 

iDeheadcd by the command of the fanguinary 

Richard'*, By the conqueft of Acre , the Latin 

powers acquired a ftrong town and a convenient 

liarbour ; but the advantage was moft dearly 

purchafedt The minifter and hiftorian of Saladin 

computes , from the report of the enqmy , diat 

their numbers , at different periods , amounted- 

to five or fix hundred thoufand ; that more than 

one hundred thoufand Chriftians were flain ; that 

a for greater number was loft by difeafe or 

Jhipwreck ; and that a fmall portion of this 

inighty hoft coujd return in fafety to their native 

countries '*, 

Bichardof Philip Auguftus , and Richard the firft, are 

Engiand.iq the ouly kiugs of France and England, who have 

^*^^A "d. ^oug*^t under the fame banners ; but the holy 

im> x<93-^ fcrvice , in which they were enliftcd , was incef- 

fantly difturbcd by their national jealoufy; and 

the two fadions , which they proteded in Palef- 

tanc , were more averfe to each other than to the 

(jommon enemy* In the eyes of the Orientals, 

the French monarch was.fuperior in dignity and 
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power ; and in the emperor's abfence , the Latins c ff a p. 
revered him as their temporal chief ". His exploits Lix. 
were not adequate to his fame. Philip was brave , 
but the ftatefman predominated in his charadler ; 
he was foon weary of facrificing his health and 
intereft on a barren coaft ; the furrender of Acre 
became the fignal of his departure ; nor could he 
juftify this unpopular defertion , by leaving the 
duke of Burgundy", with five hundred knights 
and ten thoufahd foot, foi the fervice of the; 
Holy Land. The king of England , though 
inferior in dignity, furpaffed his rival in wealth 
and military renown '* ; and if heroifm be con- 
fined to brutal and ferocious valour, Richard 
Plantagenet will ftand high among the heroes o£ 
the age. The memory of Cceur dc Lion, of the 
lion-hearted prince, was long dear and glorious 
to his Englilh fubjeds; and, at the diftance of 
fikty years , it was celebrated in proverbial fay- 
ings by the grandfons of the Turks and Saracens, 
againft whom he had fought : his tremendous; 
name was employed by the Syrian mothers to 
filence their infants; and if ar? horfe fuddenly 
ftarted from the way , his rider was wont to 
exclaim , ^' Doft thou think king Richard is in 
" that bulh'*?" His cruelty to the Mahometans 
was the effedl of temper and -zeal ; but I cannot 
believe that a (bldier, fo free and fcariefs in the 
ufe of bis lance , would have defcended to whet 
a dagger againft his valiant brother Conrad of 
Montfer^-at, who was flain at Tyre by fome 
lecret aiTaffios !*. After the furrender of Acre , 

A a 4 
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c H A. p. and the departure of PhiHp» the king of England 

iix. led the crufaders to the recovery of the fea coaftj 

and the cities of Csefarea and hffk were added 

to the fragments of the kingdom of Lufignan, 

A march of one hundred miles from Acre to 

Afcalon , was a great and perpetual ibattle of 

eleven days. In the diforder of his troops , 

Saladin rei!naine4 on the field with feventeen 

guards , without lowering his ftandard , or fufe 

pending the found af his brazen kettle-drum : he 

again rallied and renewed the charge; and his 

preachers or heralds called aloud on the unitarians^ 

manfully to fland up againfl; the Ghriftian idola-r. 

tcrs. But the progrefs of thefe idolaters was irrcr 

fiftible : and it was only by demolilhing the walls 

and buildings of Afcalon , that the fultaa could 

prevent Ihem from occupying ^n important fortrefsi 

en the confines of jEgypt During a fevcre winter, 

the armies flept ; but in the fpring, the Franks ad^ 

vanced within a day's inarch of Jerufalena , under 

the leading flandard of the EngliQx king ; and his 

adive fpirit intercepted a convoy, or caravan, 

of fcven thoufaRd camels. Saladin ^* had fixed 

his ftatioi^ in the holy city; but the city was 

jftruck with confternation and difcord: he faded; 

he prayed; he preached; he offered tb fhare the 

dangers of the fiege ; but his Mamalukes, who 

remembered the fate of their corppanions at Acre, 

preffed the fuk;^n with loyal or feditious clamours, 

to referve his perfon and their courage for the 

future defence of the religion and empire ^*. Tl^e 

Moflems were delivered by the. fudden ,. or, as 
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tlicy deemed , the miraculous , retreat of the c H a r^ 
Chriftians '' ; and the laurels of Richard were ux. 
blaftcd by, the pri^dence, or envy, of his compa* 
nions. The hero, afcending an hill , and veiling 
his face , exclainved with an indignant voice, 
*' Thofe who ^re unwilling to refcue , are un* 
^^ worthy to view, the fepulchre of Chrift!" 
After his return to Acre , on the news that Jaffa 
wa^ furprifed by the fultan , he failed with fome 
merchant veifels , and leaped forepsofl; on the 
beach ; the caftle was relieved by his prefence ; 
and fixty thoufand Turks and Saracens fled be« 
fore his arms. The difcovery of his weaknefs 
provoked them to return in the morning; and 
they found him cfirelefsly encamped before the 
ggtes with only feventeen knights and three hun^ 
dred archers. ^V^i^hout counting their numbers, 
lie fuftained their charge; and we learn from thQ 
evidence of his enemies , that the king of Eng- 
land, grafping his laqce , rode furioufly along 
their front , from the right to the left wing , 
without meeting an adverfary who dared to en* 
counter his career '*. Am 1 writing the hiftory of 
Orlando or A Kiadis? ' 

During thefe hoftilities , a languid and tedious His tretty 
negociation '* between the Franks and Moflems, "^ ^^v^^^ 
was ftarted, and continued^ andbrokfen, and again a. d.i 19a, 
refumed, and again broken. Some adls of royal s*p*«°»*»«» 
courtefy, the gift of fnpw and fruit, the exchange 
of Norway hawks aqd. Arabian horfes , foftened 
^he afperity of religious war: from. the viciflitud^ 
qI fuccefs^ the mon^rch^ pight lea^n to fufped th^t 



363 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CH A P. Heaven Mras neuter in the quarrel ; nor/ after the 
ux. trial of each, other, could either hope for a decifive 
vidory '*. The health both of Richard and Sala- 
din appeared to be in a declining (late; and they 
refpedlively fuffered the evils of diftant and 
domeftic warfare : Plantagenet was impatient to 
piinilh a perfidious rival who had invaded Nor- 
niandy in his abfence ; and the indefatigable 
fultan was fubdued by the cric> of the people,, 
who was the vidim , and of the foldiers , who 
were the inftruments, of his martial zeal. The 
firft demands of the king of England were 
the reftitution of Jerufalem , Paleftine , and the 
true crofs; and he firmly declared, that himfelf 
^ and his brother pilgrims would end their lives in 
the pious labour, rather than return to Europe 
with ignominy and remorfe. But the confcience 
of Saladin refufed, witliout fome weighty com- 
penfation, to reftore the idols, or promote the 
idolatry , of the Chriftians : he afferted , with 
equal firmnefs, his religious and civil claim to 
the fovereignty of Paleftine; defcanted on the 
importance and fancftity of Jerufalem; and rejeded 
all terms of the eftablifliment, or partition, of the 
Latins. The marriage which Richard propofed, 
of his fifter with the fultan's brother, was defeated 
by the difference of faith : the princefis abhorred 
the embraces of a Turk ; and Adel , or Saphadin, 
would not eafily renounce a plurality of wiyes^ 
A perfonal interview was declined by Saladin, 
who alleged their mutaal ignorance of each other^s 
Unguage; and tbe negocttdim yras managed 'with^ 
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much art' and delay by their interpreters and chAvP. 
envoys. The final agreement was equally difjp- ttx. 
proved by the zealots of both parties, by the 
Roman pontiff and the caliph of Bagdad. It was 
ftipulated that Jerufaleim and the holy fepnlchre 
fhould be open, without tribute or vexation, to ' 
the pilgrimage of the Latin Chriftians; that, after 
the demolition of Afcalon, they iliould inclufively 
poffefs the fea-coaft from laffa to Tyre ; that the 
count of Tripoli and the prince of Antioch fhould * 
be comprifed in the truce; and that, during three 
years and three months, all hoftilities fliould ceafe. 
The principal chiefs of the two armies fwore to 
the obfervance of the treaty ; but the monarchs 
were fatisfied with giving their word and their 
right-hand, and the royal majefty was excufcd from 
an oath , which always implies fome fufpicion of 
falfehood and diibonour. Richard embarked for 
Europe to feek a long captivity and a premature 
grave; and the (pace of a few months concluded Death of Sa.' 
the life and glories of Saladin. The Orientals *adm, 
delcribe his edifying death , which happened at Jj^^^J^ y^* 
Damafcus ; but they feem ignorant of the equal 
diftribution of his alms among the three reli- 
gions *' , or of the difpla^y of a Ihroiid , inftead 
of a ftandard, to admonifh the Eaft of the infta- 
bility of human greatnefs. The unity of empire 
was difTolved by his death ; bis fons were op- 
preffed by the ftrongei^ arm of their uncle Sapha- 
din; the hoftilc interefts of the fultans of Egypt, 
'Damafcus^ and Aleppo '*, were again revived; 
^nd the Franks or Latins ftpod ^ and breathed , 
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e H A r. and hoped y^iin. their fortrefles along the Syriant 
Lix. coaft. 
Innocent III. Thc Hobleft iDoqumcnt of a conqueror's fame, 
U9^iii^ and of the terror which be infpired, is the Sala- 
dine tenth , a general tax , which was impofed 
on thc laity, and even the clergy, of the Latin /. 
church for the fervice of the holy war. The v 
pradice was too lucrative to expire with '.the 
occafion; and this tribute became the foundation > 
of all the tithes and tenths on ecclefiaftical bene- f 
fices, which have been granted by the Roman t 
pontiflFs to Catholic fovereigos, or referved for T 
the immediate ufe of th^ apoftolic fee ". This 
pecuniary emolument muft have tended to enr ** 
^reafe the intcreft of the popes in the recovery of ' 
Paleftine; after the death of Saladin they preached 
the crufade , by their epiftles , their legates , and 
their miflionaries ; and the accomplifhment of the 
pious work mi^ht have been expedlet! from the 
;!;eal and talents of Innocent the third **. Under 
that young and ambitious prieft, the fucccffors 
oi St. Peter attained the full meridian of their 
greatnefs ; and in a reign of eighteen years , he 
. cxercifcd a dcfpotic command over the emperors 
^ and kings , whom he raifed atid depofed ; over 

the nations, whom an interdid of months or 
years deprived , for thc pflFence of their rulers , of 
the exercife of Chriftian \vor(hip. In the council 
of the Lateran he aded as thc ecclefiaftical, 
^Imoft as the temporal, fovereign of the Eaft and 
Weft. It was at thc feet of his legate that John ' 
of England fprrenderei bis crp\yn;^nd Innocent 
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may^boaft of the two moft fignal triumphs over c h a P< 
fenife and humanity, the eftablifliment of tranfub- jlix. 
fUntiation^ and the origin of the inquifition. At 
his voice^ two crufades, the fourth and the fifth, 
were undertaken ; but, except a king of Hungary, 
the princes of the fecond order were at the head 
1^ the pilgrims ; the forces were inadequate to the 
defign; nor did the effeds correfpond with the 
hopes and wifhcs of the pope and the people. 
The fourth ci^iade Was diverted from Syria to The founii 
-Conftantinople; and the cohqueft of the Greek ^'^^^^Yacj. 
or Roman empire by the Latins will form the 
proper and important fubjedl'of the next chapter. 
In the fifth " , two hundred thoufend Franks The fifth. 
Were landed at the eaftern mouth of the Nile. ^ ^' *"*" 
They reafoiiably hoped that Paleftine muft be 
fubdued in Egypt, the feat and ftorehoufe of the 
fultan ; and, after a fiege of fixteen months, the , 
Moflems deplored the lofs of Damietta. But the 
Chriftian army was ruined by the pride and in- 
-folenqe of the legate Pelagius , who , in the 
pope's name, affumed the charader of general: 
the fickly Franks \Vcre encompaffed by the waters 
of the Nile and the Oriental forces; and it was by 
the evacuation of Damietta that they obtained a 
fafe retreat, fome concelTions for the pilgrims, 
and the tardy reflitution of the doubtful relic 
of the true crofs^ The failure may in fome meafure 
be afcfibed to the abiife and multiplicatibn of the 
crufades, which were preached at the fame time 
againft the Pagans of Livonia , the Moors of 
Spain, the Albigeois of France^ and the kings of 
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Cit A r« Sicily, of the Imperial family* In thefe meritorious 

UK. fervices, the volunteers might acquire at borne 

the fame fpiritual indulgence^ and a larger meafure 

of temporal rewards ; and even the pope^ , in 

their zeal againft a domeflic enemy, were fome- 

times tempted to forget the diftrefs of th^ir 

Syrian brethren. From the laft age of the cruladcs 

they diM'ived the occafional comman() of an army 

and revenue ; and fome deep reafoners have 

fufpedled that the whole enterprife , from the 

iirft fynod of Placentia , wis contrived aAd exe* 

cuted by the policy of Rome. Th^ fufpicion J5 

not founded , either in nature or in facft. The 

fucceffors of St. Peter appear to^ have followed, 

rather than guided, the impulfe of' manners and 

prejudice ; without nluch forefight .of the fcafon^, 

or cultivation of the foil , they gathered the ripe 

. and fpontaneous fruits of the fuperftition of the 

. times. They gathered thefe fruit§ without toil or 

. perfonal danger: in the council of the Lateran, 

Innocent the third declared an ambiguoAis refolu* 

tion of animating the crufaders by hi« example; 

but the pilot of the facred veflel could not 

abandon the helm; nor was Paleftinc ever bleffed 

. with the prefence of a Roman pontiff *^ 

The emperor The pcrfons , the families , and eftatcs of the 

^rederic ir, pilgrims, were under the immediate proteclioa 



i 



0V1228.' ^f ^ popes; and th^fe fpiritual patrons foon 

claimed the prerogative of direding their opera- 

* tions, and enforcing, by commands and ccnfures, 

the accomplifhment of their vow. . Frederic the 

fccond ", the grandfon of Barbaroffa, was fuccefl 
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fjvely the pupil, the enemy ^ and the vicflim /of c h /i r, 
the church. At the age of twenty-one years , and ivu 
in obedience to his guardian Innocent the third ^ 
he affuraed the crofs; the fame promife wa$ 
repeated at his royal and imperial coronations; 
and his marriage with the heirefs of Jerufalem 
for ever bound him to defend .the Jcingdom oE 
his Ibn Conrad. But as Frederic advanced in age 
and authority, he repented of the ralh engagements 
of his youth: his* liberal fenfe and knowledge 
taught^bim to defpife the phantoms of fuperftition 
and the crowns of Afia : he np longer entertained 
the fame reverence for the fucceflbrs of Innocent; 
and his ambition was occupied by tlie reftoration 
of the Italian monarchy from Sicily to the. Alps; 
But the fuccefs of this project would have reduced 
^he popes to their primitive fimpiicity^ and, after 
the dehys and excufes of twelve years, they 
urged the emperor, with intreatie? and threats, to 
fix the time and place of his departure for Paleftinc. 
In the harbours of Sicily and Apulia, he prepared 
a fleet of one hundred gallies, and of one hun- 
dred veffels , that were framed to tranfport and 
land two thoufand five hundred knights , with 
their horfes and attendants ; his vaflals of Naples 
and Germany fornied a powerful army; and the 
number of Englilh crufaders was magnitied to 
fixty thoufand by the report of fame. But the 
inevitable, or affeded, flownefs of thefc mighty 
preparations, confumed the ftrengtb and provi 
fions of the more indigent pilgrims: the imxltitfide 
^^as .thinned by Ackn^fs and defiertioo., an4 the 
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9 n XT. fultry fummer of Calabria anticipated the mifchieft 

Lnc« of a Syrian campaigti. At length the emperor 

^ hoifted fail at Brundufium, vrith a fleet and army 

of forty tfaoulahd men ; but he kept the fea nd 

more .than three days; and his hafty retreat^ 

which was afcribed by his friends to a grievous 

indifpofition , w^s accufed by his enemies as a 

voluntary and obftinate difobcdience* For fuf- 

pending his vow, -^as Frederic excommunicated 

by Gregory the ninth ; fot* prefuming j the next 

year , to accomplifh his vow , he wa^ again 

excommunicated by the fame pope '% While he 

fervcd under the banner of the crofs, a crufade 

was preached againft him in Italy; and after his 

. retutn he was x:ompelled to alk pardoa for the 

Injuries which he had fufFered. The clergy and 

military orders of Paleftine were previoufiy in* 

ftrodled to renounce his CotoxBunion and difpute 

hi^ commands; and in bis- own kingdom^ the 

emperor wai^ forced td coixfent that the orders of 

the camp flipnld be iflfbed m the name of God 

and of the Chriftian ig&publici Frederic entered 

Jerufalem in triumph ;- /and. mth bjs own hands 

(for no prieft would perform ihe ofl&ce) he took 

the crown frdm the altar of the holy fepulchre* 

But the patriarch cad an interdid on the church 

which his prefence had profaned; and die knights 

of the hofpital and temple informed the fulfil 

liow eafily he might be furprifed and'flain in 

his unguarded vifit to the river Jordan. In fuch 

ft ftate of fanaticifm and fadion, viAory was 

hopeleis and defence ^as difficult ; but the 

conclufion 
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conclufionofan advantageous peace maybe impiit- c H 4 f^ 
ed to the difcord of the Mahometans and their per- ^^^* 
fonal eftecm for the charader of Frederic. The 
enemy of the church is accufed of maintaining 
with the mifcreants an intercourfe of hofpitality 
and friendfiiip, unworthy of a Chriftian; of defpif- 
ing the barrenncfs of the land; and of indulging 
a profane thought, that if Jehovah had feen the' 
kingdom of Naples , he never would have fe- 
ledled Paleftine for the inheritance of his chofcii 
people. Yet Frederic obtained from the faltan the 
rcftitution of Jerufalem, of Bethlem and Nazareth, ^ 

of Tyre and Sidon: the Latins wer^ allowed to 
injiabit and fortify the city; an equal code of 
civil and religious freedom was ratified for the 
fedlaries of Jcfus and thofe of Mahomet; and, 
while the former worQiipped at the holy fepul- 
chre , the latter might pray, and preach in the 
mofch of the temple **, from whence the propheC 
undertook his nodurnal journey to heaven. The 
clergy deplored this fcandalous toleration; and. 
the weaker Moflems were gradually expelled; 
but every rational objed of the crufades was 
accompliflied without bloodfhed ; the churches 
were reftored , the monafteties were rcplenifhcd ; 
and , in the fpace of fifteen years , the Latins of 
Jerufatem exceeded th^ number of fix thoufand. 
This peace and profperity , for which they were 
ungrateful to their^ benefadlor , was terminated 
by the irruption of the ftrangc and favage hord$ 
bf Carizmians *'. Flying from the arms of the Tnvnfir.frcf 
Moguls, thofc fhephcrds of the Cafpian rolled '^'^^''''' 
Vol. X ' eb T"^ 
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c H A P. headlong on Syria ; and the union bf the Franks 

Lix. with the fultans of Aleppo, Hems, a«id Damafcus, 

was infufficient to ftem the violence of the torrent. 

A. D. X343. Whatever ftood againft them , was cut off by 
the fword, or dragged into captivity; the mili- 
tary orders were almoft exterminated in a fmglc 
battle; and in the pillage of the city, in the 
profanation of the holy fepulchre, the Latins confefs 
and regret the modefty and difcipline of the 
Turks and Saracens.. 

St loHis, . Of the feven crufades , the two laft were under- 

c"u*foric '***'' taken by Louis the ninth, king of France; who. 
A, *D. loft his liberty in Egypt, and his life on the coaft 

1248 — I2S4. of Africa. Twenty-eight years after his death, 
he was canonized at Rome; and fixty-five miracles 
were readily found, and folemnly attefted, to 
juftify the claim of the royal faint **. The voice 
of hiftory. renders a more honourable teftimony, 
that he united the virtues of a king, an hero, 
and a man ; that his martial fpirit was tempered 
by the love of private and public juftice ; and that 
Louis was the fathef of his people , the friend of 
his neighbours , and the terror of the infidels. 
Superftition alone, in all the extent of her baleful 
influence ^\ corrup.ted his underftanding and his 
heart; his devotion ftooped to admii^eand imitate, 
the begging friars of Francis and Dominic; he 
purfued with blind and cruel zeal the enemies of 
the faith ; and the beft of kings twice defcended 
froni his throne to feek the adventures of a. 
fpiritual knight^errant. A monkifli hiftorian would 
have been content to applaud thcmoft defpicable 
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part of his cliarader; but the noble and gallant chap. 
Joinville **, who flhared the friendfhip and captivity ^ix. 
of Louis, has traced with the pencil of nature the 
free portrait of his virtues as well as of his failing?. 
From this intimate knowledge , we may learn to 
fufpeA the political vie v/s of deprefling their great 
vaffals, which are fo often imputed to the royal 
authors of the crufades. Above all the princes of 
the middle ages , . Louis the ninth fuccefsfuUy 
laboured to reftore the prerogatives of the crown; 
but it was at home, and not in the Eaft, that he 
acquired for himfelfand his pofterity; his voW 
was the refult of enthufiafm and ficknefs; and if * 

he were the promoter, he was likewife the vidim , 
of this holy madnefs. For the invafion of Egypt, 
France was exhauftedof her troops and treafures; 
he covered the fea of Cyprus with eighteen 
hundred fails ; themoftmodeft enumeration amounts 
to fifty thoufand men; and, if we naight trufl; his 
own confeffion , as it is reported by Oriental 
vanity, he difembarked nine thoufand five hunc^red 
horfe, and one hundred and thirty thoufand foot, 
who performed their pilgrimage under the Ihadow 
of his power *\ 

In complete armour , the oriflamme waving He takes 
before him , Louis leaped foremoft on the beach ; ^*^'^"/*5 
and the ftrong city of D^mietta, which had coft 
his predeccflbrs a fiege of fixteen months, was 
abandoned on the firft affaul^ by the trembling 
Moflems. But Damietta was the firft and the 
laft of his conquefts; and in the fifth and fixth 
crufades, the fame caufes, almoft on the hmi 

B b 2 
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<3 H A P. g round , were produdlive of fimilar talamitie^ ". 
^^^' Af er a ruinous dcliiy, which introduced into the 
camp the feeds of an epidemical difeafe , the Franks 
advanced from the fca-coaft towards the capital 
of Egypt, and flrove tofurmount the unfeafonable 
inundation of the Nile , which oppofed their 
progrefs. Under the eye of their intrepid monarch, 
the barons and knights of France difplayed their 
invincible contempt of danger and difcipline: his 
brother ^ the count of Artois , ftormed with 
^nconfiderate valour the town of Maffbura; and 
the carrier pigeons announced to the inhabitants 
of Cairo, that all was loft. But a foldier , who 
afterwards ufurped the fceptre , rallied the flying 
troops : the main body of the Chriftians was far 
behind their vanguard; and Artois was over- 
powered and flain. A fhower of Greek fire was 
inceffantly poured on the invaders; the Nile was 
commanded by the Egyptian gallies, the open 
country by the Arabs; all provifions were inter- 
cepted; each day aggravated the ficknefs and 
famine; and about the fame time a retreat was 
found to be neceffary and impracticable. The 
Oriental writers confefs, that Louis might have 
efcaped, if he would have deferted his fubjeds: 
he was made prifoner, with the greateft part of his 
nobles*; all who could not redeem their lives by 
fervice or ranfom , were inhumanly mafTacred ; 
and the walls of Cairo were decorated with a 
Hi* rpp.ivity circle of Chriftian heads *^ The king of France 
A. 4). »'?»o, ^vas loaded with chains; but the generous vidor, 
'9^ great grandfoo of the brother of Sal^^din^ Cent 
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a robe of honour ^o his royal captive ; and his c h a p. 
deliverance , with that of his foldiers , was obtained lix. 
by the reftitution of Damietta ** and the payment ^pm ^— 
of four hundred thoufand pieces of gold. In a ^*^ *' 
foft and luxurious climate , the degenerate children 
of the companions of Noureddin and Saladin were 
incapable of refifting the flower of European 
chivalry : they triumphed by the arms of their , 
flaves or Mamaluk^s , the hardy natives of Tartary, 
who at a tender age had been purchafed of the 
Syrian merchants, and were educated in the 
camp and palace of the fultan. 3ut Egypt fooa 
afforded a new example of the danger of praetorian 
bands; and the rage of thefe ferocious animals, 
who had been let loofe on the ftrangers, wa« 
provoked to devour their benefador. In the pride 
of conqueft, Touran Shaw, the lafl: of his race, 
was murdered by his Mamalukes; and the moft 
daring of the affaffins entered the chamber of the 
captive king, withdrawn fcymetars, and their 
bands imbrued in the blood of their fultan. The 
firmnefs of Louis commanded their reCpecJl '* ; 
their avarice prevailed over cruelty and zeal-; the 
treaty was accomplifhed ; and the king of France, 
with the relics of bis army, was permitted tq 
embark for P^eftine. He >yaAed four years 
within the waJU of Acre , unable to vifit Jeru? 
jalem , and uniwitiing to return widiout glory to 
bis native country. 

The memory of his defeat cxcite4 Louis , after 
fixteen years of wifdom andrepofe, to undertake 
the fevcnth and lafl of the crulkdes.. His finances 

Bb3 
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CHAP. >vcrc.Teft6red, his kingdom was enlarged; a new 

Lix. generation of warriors bad arifen , and he embarked 

with freOi confidence at the heaxl of fix thoufand 

horfe and thirty thoufand foot; The lofs of 

Antioch had provoked the enterprifc: a wild hope 

of .baptifing the king of Tunis , tempted him to 

fteer for the African coaft; and the report of an 

immenfe trcafure reconciled his troops to the delay 

His death be- of their voyage to the Holy Land. Inftead of a 

irihefeTeith profelytc, he found a fiege; the French panted 

.crurade, and died on the burning fands; St. Louis expired 

AuJiftar' ^^ ^^^ tejcit; and no foonerhadhe clofed his- eyes, 

than his fon and fucceflbr gave the fignal of the 

retreat''*. ^'It is thus,*' fays a lively writer, 

** that a Chriftian king died near the ruins of 

•'Carthage, waging war againft the fedlaries of 

* Mahomet , in a land to which Dido had intro- 

^* duced the deities of Syria *"." 

The Mama- A more unjuft and abfurd conftitution cannot 

Kmt! bedevifed, than that which condemns the natives 

A. D. of a country to perpetual fervitude, under the 

arbitrary dominion of ftrangers and flaves. Yet 

fuch has been the (late of Egypt above five hundred 

years. The moft illuftrious fultans of the Baharitc 

and Borgite dynafties "*, were themfelves promoted 

from the Tartar and Circaffian bands; and the 

four- and -twenty beys or military chiefs, have 

ever been fucceeded, not by their fons, but by 

their fervants. They produce the great charter 

of their liberties, the treaty of Selim the firft with 

the repubHc^v*'; and the Othman emperor flill 

accepts from Egypt a flight acknowledgment of 
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tribute and fubjedion; With fome breathing oh ^^- 
intervals of peace and order , the two dynafties lix. 
are marked as a period of rapine and bloodfhed "*: 
but their throne, however fliaken, repofed on 
the two pillars of difcipline and valour ; their 
fway extended over Egypt , Nubia , Arabia , and 
Syria ; their Mamalukes were multiplied from 
eight hundred to twenty -five thoufand horfe; 
and their numbers were encreafed by a^ provincial 
militia of one hundred and feven thoufand fo9t,' 
and ,the occafional aid of fixty - fix thoufand 
Arabs '*^ Princes of fuch power and fpirit could 
not long endure on their coaft an hoftile and 
independent nation; and if the ruin of the Franks 
was poftponcd about forty years, they were 
indebted to the cares of an unfettled reign , to the 
invafion of the Mogols, and to the occafional 
aid of fome warlike pilgrims* Among thefe, the 
Englifh reader will obferve the name of our firft 
Edward, Vho affumed the crofs in the lifetime 
of his father Henry. At the head of a thoufand 
foldicrs , the future conqueror of Wales and 
Scotland delivered Acre from a fiegc; marched a$ 
far as Nazareth with an army of nine thoufand 
men ; emulated the fame of his uncle Richard; 
extorted , by his valour , a ten ,y ears truce ; and 
efcaped , with a dangerous wound , from the 
dagger of a fanatic qff^Jfin ^". Antioch "^ whofe lofs of jvn- 
fituation had been lefs cxpofed to the calamities )^*°*^^'j^gg 
of the holy war, was finally occupied and ruined June i*. 
by Bondocdar, or Bibars, fultan of Egypt 'and 
Syria; the Latin principality \yas extinguiflicd ; * 
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c n A F. and the firil feat of the Chriftian name vras 
LiX« difpeopled by the flaughter of feventecn, and the 
captivity of one hundred , thoufand of her inha- 
bitants. The maritime towns of Laodicea, Gabala, 
Tripoli, Berytus, Sidon, Tyre, and Jaffa, and 
the llronger caftles of the Hofpitalers and Templars, 
fuc«cflively fell ; and the whole exiftence of the 
Franks was confined to the city and colony of 
St John of Acre, which is fometimes defcribed 
by the more claffic title of Ftolemais. 

After the lofs of Jcrufalcm , Acre "', which is 
diftant about feventy miles , became the metropolis 
of the Latin Ghriftians, and was adorned with 
ftrong and ftately buildings, with aqueduds, an 
artificial port^ and a double wall. The population 
was encreafed by the inceffant ftreams of pjlgrims 
and fugitives : in the paufes of hoftility, the trade 
of the Eaft and Weft was attraded to this convenient 
ftation ; and the market could offer the produce 
of every clitne a«d the interpreters of every tongue. 
But in this conflux of nations , every vice was 
propagated and pradlifed: of all the difciples of 
Jefus and Mahomet, the mate and female inha- 
bitants of Acre were efteemed the moft corrupt; 
nor could the abufe of religion be correded by 
the. difcipline of bw. The city had many fover- 
cigns, and no government. The kings of Jerufalem 
and Cyprus , of the houfe of Lufignan , the princes 
of Antiocb, the counts of Tripoli and Sidon, the 
great mafters of the hofpital, the temple, and 
the Teutonic order, the republics of Venice, 
Qenoa, and Pifa , the popes legate , the kings of 

France 
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France and England , affumed an independent chap, 
command : feventeen tribunals exercifed the poweir tix. 
of life and death ; every criminal was protedled in 
the adjacent quarter ; and the perpetual jealoufy o£ 
the nations often burft forth in afts of violence 
and blood. Some adventurers , who difgraced 
the enfign of the crqfs ^ compenfated their want 
of pay by the plunder of the Mahometan villages J 
nineteen Syrian merchants, who traded Under the 
public faith > were defpoiled and hanged by the 
Chriftians;. and the denial of fatisfadion juftified 
the arms of thefultan KhaliL . He marched againft 
Acre, at the head of fixty thoufand horfe and 
oiic hundred and forty thoufand foot: his train o£ 
artillery (if I may ufe the word) was numerous 
and weighty; the ftparatc timbers of a fingle 
engine were tranfported in one hundred waggons ; 
and the royal hiftorian Abulfeda ^ who ferved 
with the troops of Hamah , was himfelf a fpedator 
of the holy wan Whatever might be the vices 
of the Franks , their courage was rekindled by 
enthufiafm and defpair; but they were torn by 
the difcord of feventeen chiefs , and overwhelmed 
on all fides by the powers of the fultan. After i^^jj tofs of 
a fiege of thirty- three days, the double wall wk$ Acre and thf^ 
forced by the Moflcms ; tfie principal tower ^"^^"^*^^ 
yielded to their engines; the Mamalukes made a May is. 
general affault ; the city was flormed ; and death 
or flavery was the lot of fixty thoufand Chriftians. 
The convent, or rather fortrefs, of the Templars 
refifl:ed three days longer; but the great mafter 
Mras pierced with an arrow; and, of five hundred 
Vol. X. C^ 
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c H A P. knights, only ten were left alive, lefs happy than 
UK. the vidims of the fword, if they lived to fufFer 
on a fcafFold in the unjiifl: and cruel profcriptioii 
of the whole, order. The king of Jerufalem , the 
patriarch, and the great maftcr of the hofpital, 
effedled their retreat to the fhore ; but the fea 
Avas rough; the veffels wereinfufficient; and great 
' numbers of the fugitives were drowned before 
they could reach the ifle of Cyprus, which might 
comfoft Lufignan for the lofs of Paleftine. By 
the command of the fultan , the churches and 
fortifications of the Latin cities were demoliflied: 
a motive of avarice or fear ftill opened the holy 
fepulchre to fome devout and dcfencplcfs pilgrims; 
and a mournful and folitary filence prevailed along 
the coaft which had fo long refounded with the 
world's debate "•. 
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